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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, Fune 11. 


* 


Viscouwr BELGRAVE moved the ſecond reading of the 
bill for the ſuppreſſion of the —_ Newſpapers ; which being 
done by the clerk, 

Viſcount Belgrave faid, he roſe thus early in- order to do 
away the error and miſrepreſentations which had taken place gn the 
ſubject; and he hoped, before he ſat down, that he ſhould be able 

to induce the Houſe to ſee the propriety and neceſſity of approving 
this bill. The objections which had been ſtarted againſt this bill 
were ſo various, that it would be impoſſible to give an anſwer to 
all. By ſome gentlemen it had been ſaid, that this bill went too 

3 far; and by others, that it did not go far enough, and embrace ob- 
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jects of ſufficient magnitude, Both theſe opinions could not be 
right; and he truſted that thoſe, at leaſt, who held the latter opi- 
nion, would go along with him in voting for this bill, He would 
declare his opinion, that no man could exerciſe his ordinary calling 
on the Lord's Day, according to the Laws of the Land and the 
Commands of God, excepring only works of charity and neceſſity. 
An exception had bcen made in favour of the ſelling and buying 
of milk and mackarel—this, however, was previous to divine 
ſervice—and he would aſk, whether the ſale of Sunday Newſpapers 


could come within the deſcription of works of charity or neceſſity ? 


Were they not rather works of worſe than idle curioſity? The 
Law, as it now ſtood, was directly againſt the ſale of theſe papers; 
it impoſed a penalty of five ſhillings on the fale in the groſs; if 
this penalty had attached on every individual article, he would not 
have troubled the Houſe on the preſent occaſion. There was alſo 
a penalty of the forfeiture of the article in circulation ; _but theſe 
were inſufficient penalties. What he now propoſed. was to make 
the ſale and circulation of Sunday Papers to be a breach of the 
peace, and to empower Churchwardens and Conſtables, &c. to 
arreſt ſuch Venders, &c. and take them before the next Magiſtrate, 
who ſhould have power to confine ſuch perſons for any period not 
excecding fourteen days. This bill alſo comprehended the ſale of 
Sunday Papers publiſhed in the country, as well as in the metropolis. 
He had had ſome converſation with the agent for theſe country 
papers, who ſeemed to think that this bill would not prove any 
great inconvenience to his employers, whoſe papers were circulated 
by means of a man and horſe in the neighbourhood, and at a diſ- 
tance might, according to the bill, be diſtributed by the ordinary 
conveyance of the mail. This bill went to two points: To the 
ſuppreſſion of the ſale and circulation of theſe papers; and alſo it 
involved in its opnſequences the prevention of the printing of them 
on a Sunday 0s aw With reſpe& to the juſtice of this meaſure, 
as it reſpected the proprictors, he was glad to find that no petition 
had appeared againſt the meaſure ; if it had, he ſhould have repro- 
bated it. But he underſtood thoſe perſons endeavoured to prove, 
that they had becn connived at by the Stamp- office ; and that if 
their practice was illegal, it was alſo illegal in the Stamp- office to 
let them have ſtamps for their papers. But this objection was not 
well founded; as well might it be argued, that if notes were forged, 


the Commiſſioners of the Stamp Duty could not demand the duty 


upon ſuch notes. The printers of this deſcription of newſpapers 

were, he underſtood, printers in general ; beſides which, as they 

could transfer the printing of their papers from Sunday to Saturday, 
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with the addition of their induſtry and talents, they could be but at 
little loſs, and could ſuffer but little injury. His Lordſhip ſaid, he 
dreaded the effect of this being rejected; for, if it did not paſs, all 
the proprietors of the morning papers, who had hitherto been re- 
ſtrained from a regard to the law, might, if they thought fit, publiſh 
their papers on Sundays. This had formerly been in the con- 
templation of a reſpectable morning paper, but declined, becauſe it 
was apprehended to be illegal. He underſtood that the Halunteer 
had been ſet up on that day, only with a view to render Sunday 
newſpapers more reſpectable than they had hitherto been, from the 
talents and charaQer of thoſe concerned in the publication of it. 
This very circumſtance operated as a ſtrong reaſon with him to 
wiſh the bill then to paſs, as the mare able and reſpectable the con- 
ductors of theſe papers, the more likely they were to get into general 
circulation, and thus render the evil hourly more inveterate. As 
to the injury that was ſaid would be done to the workmen, by the 
ſuppreſſion of the Sunday papers, he would afk, whether other 
weekly papers were not publiſhed on Saturday? Still the ſuppreſſion 
of theſe papers would do away the ſcandal which their publication 


occaſioned. He was aſked, whether it was not an innocent thing 


which he wiſhed to ſuppreſs? In his opinion it was not, being 
contrary to the Law of God. There was, he underſtood, a large 
body * concerned in this trade —he meant the diſtributors of 
thoſe papers, many of whom held this practiee of publiſhing Sunday 


' newſpapers in as great abhorrence as himſelf. 


Here the noble Lord read a letter to this effect from certain 
diſtributors, 129 in number, in which they ſtated that they had 
formerly ſigned a Petition to the Lord Mayor and to the Biſhop of 
London againſt this practice. The Petition ſtated in ſubſtance, 
that the Petitioners were diſtributors of Newſpapers in London, &c. 
&c.; that they were exceedingly unhappy and diſtreſſed at being 
in their calling under the neceſſity of diſtributing them on Sunday ; 
they were anxious, according to the commandment of God, to keep 
the Sabbath holy, both on their own account, and as a proper ex- 
ample to their friends, children, ſervants, and families; that they 
therefore prayed that the Law might be put in force, &c. &c. 

Theſe perſons had actually expended 5ol. in inſtituting profecu- . 
tions againſt the Printers, but they had not ſucceeded in their object, 
doubtleſs owing to the inefhcacy of the Law as it ſtood, The Lord 
Mayor had, he underſtood, done what he could towards leffening 
the evil; and that excellent Prelate, the Biſhop of London, was as 
defirous that the preſent bill ſhould paſs, as he was anxious to 
ſuppreſs this practice, for he found with himſelf that the Law, as it 
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now ſtood, was ineffectual. F ormer Parliaments had ſhewn the 


greateſt attention and regard to the obſervance of the Lord's Day. 


But he had heard ĩt objected, that the preſent bill was going too far, was 
being too ſevere, &c. But he would aſk in anſwer to this, whether 
in the preſent day we were not in greater danger of running into a 
relaxation of morals, and into infidelity, than of being too ſtrict ? 
It ought not to be forgotten, that we were the near neighbours of a 
nation, where irreligion had taken deep root, where the very name 
of a Sunday had been hlotted out of the calendar ; and that their 
practice, unleſs a legiſlative barrier were raiſed up againſt it, would 
have an infectious tendency in this country. He had reaſon to 
believe, that there was now forming, in a large town in this country, 
a ſociety of Atheiſts, and who had agreed to meet together at a 
given time, where each of them was to contribute an atheiſtical 
tract, tobe ĩſſued into the world with a view of corrupting the morals 
of the people of this country, and making them as wicked and 
miſerable as themſelves. He believed the people at large were 
looking with anxious expeQation to the fate of the preſent motion. 


In Ireland, a Sunday Newſpaper had been endeavoured to be ſet 


up ; but the Magiſtrates had done their duty, and prevented it. 

As to the defalcation which this meaſure would occaſion te the 
revenue, he had heard it ſtated at 30,000l. ; nay, it had been even 
ſaid 100,0001.; and 200,000. in certain prints, whoſe eagerneſs 
outſtripped their accuracy : but he did not think the revenue would 
be a loſer, becauſe thoſe who now took in a Sunday paper, would 
then take in a Saturday, or ſome other paper ; at any rate, he could 
not think that the revenue was to be ſupported by e the 
goodly fabric of religion. 

He lamented. the apathy which the Houſe and the Country 
| Teemed to diſcover, to the danger they were in from irreligious prin- 


ciples : they ought not to be too ſecure. When a nation advanced 


to a ſtate of great temporal proſperity, it was verging towards 
luxury, diſſipation, irreligion, and ruin. Was not this the caſe 
with Rome formerly, and with Paris in our day ? Paris, which 
had been the mart of all the ſplendour, wit, and gaiety of the 
world, had, by diſregarding religious principles, fallen into an abyſs 
of wickedneſs, horror, and deſpair, which no Wee could deſeribe, 


nor thought reach! By maintaining the decent obſervance of the 


Lord's Day in a country, the favour of God would be ſecured; 
but the reverſe, where it was diſregarded Here his Lordſhip 
read an extract relative to Sunday Newſpapers from the Chriſtian 


Monitor, ]—But it had been pleaded in extenuation, that the Sunday 


Papers contained Sermons, &c. z -but ſo far from this being a fe- 
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ommendation, he conſidered it as an evil, infomuch as it induced 
people to neglect going to church. But let the fate of the bill he 
had brought in be what it might, he ſhould have the conſolation to 
reflect, that he had done his duty to his Country and his God; he 
had introduced a practical remedy for a ſpecific evil, namely, that 
of confounding the Lord's Day with the other days of the week, 
It was evident, that the ground-work of the French Revolution 
was their profligacy of manners, their growing diſregard for the 
laws of God, and their negle& and ſcorn of the day dedicated to 
his ſervice; and gentlemen would do well to conſider, that the 
demon of Atheiſm, whoſe breath was poiſon, and whoſe embrace 
was, death, had been ſtretching out his arms from France with the 
malignant hope of graſping and deſtroying every country within 
his reach, and had even partially infected our own ſhores. 

Mr, MARTIN thought, that if perſons had notti the Sunday 
Papers, they would read others, or worſe publications. Beſides, the 
papers which were publiſhed on Sunday were actually printed on 
the day preceding ; and he thought that the noble Lord ought ra- 
ther to have made his objection againſt the Monday papers. 

Mr. JEKYLL began, by expreſſing his ſurpriſe how it was 
poſſible that a Member of Parliament ſhould gravely contend that 
this was a fit ſubjeR for Parliament to exerciſe its functions upon. 
For his part he thought that it was too paltry to engage their ſerious 
attention. He would explain himſelf. He truſted that, with 
regard to himſelf, he held no principles which were contrary to 
ſound religion and morality ; but when he heard the reading of a 
Sunday Newſpaper branded as an act of immorality, and connected 
with the enormities which accompanied the French Revolution, he 
muſt tell the noble Lord and the Houſe, that this practice had no 
more to do with the French Revolution than the fall of Babylon or 
Rome. He would aſk, who they were that were ſuppoſed to pro- 
fanc the Sabbath by the Sunday papers? They were printed on 
Saturday evening, or early on Sunday morning, and publiſhed on 
that morning in the metropolis before the earlieſt ſpecies of Divine 
worſhip. Who then, he would aſk, profaned the Sabbati ? Was 
it the. reader of ſuch a paper? He thought it would be going a 
great way, indeed, to ſay fo, Was it any more a profanation of 
the Sabbath to read a newſpaper” than another book ? But there 
was the blowing of /horng—a great annoyance this, undoubtedly. 
But here he would aſk, whether the Police had not the power in 
their hands of ſuppreſſing this nuiſance? But at any rate this was 
a practice with which the proprietors of the Sunday papers had 
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nothing to do. This bill would go to annihilate at a ſtroke all 
the property embarked in theſe papers. If there was any breach of 
the Sabbath, it muſt be, not from the Sunday, but from the Mon- 
day papers. As to the defalcation of the revenue which the pre- 
ſent bill, if carried, would occaſion, he did not think that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer would be well pleaſed with ſuch a defalca- 
tion, and on ſuch grounds. If, as they had been told, there was 
now an exiſting law againſt fuch publications, why was it neceſfary 
to paſs a new law? Was the Statute of Charles IT. inſufficient 
upon this ſubject? He ceuld not help thinking that half the Qs 
which a man did on Sunday were at leaſt as criminal as the reading 
of a newſpaper on that day. And he would aſk the noble Lord, 
whether it was not as criminal to viſit, &c. on that day? He was 
ſorry to ſee this kind of gloom intended to be thrown over the 
Lord's day. Was not converſation between man and man, at leaſt, 

as bad as reading a written or printed paper? But if this was not 
an immoral act, he could not fee why the Houſe ſhould interfere 
in the buſineſs * If this practice was contrary to law, he infiſted 
that the Commiſſioners of Stamps had not the power to give a man 
right to do that which was contrary to law. It had been argued 
that they had given no ſanction to the Proprietors of Sunday Papers; 
but he muſt fay that theſe perſons had, at leaſt, been miſled by this 
collateral approbation of ſuch a pradtice. The proprietors of ſuch 
papers, if not abſolutely ruined, would at leaft be greatly injured by 
the preſent proceeding ; and he was of opinion, that, ſhould the 
bill go into a Committee, ſuch perſons would be entitled to ſome 
remedy ; but if theſe perſons had hitherto been acting in contraven- 
tion to the law, why, he would aſk, had not the Attorney General 
done his duty, by taking notice of them? At any rate he thought 
this bill did not apply to all the purpoſes for which the noble Lord 
had intended it ſhould. Conſidering it as derogatory to the dignity 
of the Houſe to take up this queſtion, he ſhould move that the word 


now be left out; and inſtead of this he would move, that this bill be | 


read a ſecond time on this day three months. 


The motion thus amended being read by the clerk, and ſeconded | 


by Mr. Jones, 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, he felt no great appre- 
henfion from the effect of the pleaſantry/ of the honourable Mem- 
ber who ſpoke laſt. He confidered the noble Lord's motion to be 
important, and that it was of importance for the Houſe to come to 
a right deciſion upon it; and that Parliament ſhould enforce the 


right obſervance of the Sabbath with efficient penalties. This 
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X obſervance ought to be marked by an abſtinence from the cuſtoms, 
Ke. of ordinary life; on this ground, exhibitions; buying and ſelling, 

4 &c. were forbidden upon that day. 

w | tinguiſhed by an abſtinence from ſmaller acts, and not merely by 


The Sunday was to be diſ- 


an abſtinence from acts of immorality, as ftealing, &e. Some 
years ago it had been propoſed, to have ſuppreſſed all public houſes, 
&c. where company was received. He, for one, ſhould have ob- 
jected to carrying it to this extent, becauſe he would have been un- 
willing to have abridged a portion of the happineſs and health of 
multitudes, and confining them to the metropolis, who could not 
go out upon any other day. But here the cafe was different. The 
inducement was different. It was no argument to ſay there was 
no poſitive harm in publiſhing and reading newſpapers on the Sun- 
day. On this ground, why not open Aſtley's and Hughes's Am- 
phitheatres? For his part, he knew nothing immoral in ſeeing a 
man ſtanding on his head. But he wiſhed to conſider the tendency 
of a man's deſtroying the diſtinction between the Sunday and 
other days. The noble Lord, upon this beeaſion, ſtood here with 
the law and cuſtom of the country on his fide. And for whoſe in- 
tereſts was it, that the Houſe was requeſted to ſet aſide theſe laws? 
And who would be the better if this relaxation took place? With 
reſpect to the readers of theſe papers he would ſay, laſſati nondum 
ſatiati. | 
It was chiefly in public houſes where people reſorted, who read 
the Sunday papers; and was this a practice produQive of good to 
morals? The Magiſtrates had ſometimes endeavoured to ſhut up 
public houſes : but to this he ſelt ſtrong objections; a public 
houſe was the poor man's coffee-houſe: man was likely a ſociable 
animal, and therefore he ſhould feel ſerupulous {bout denying him 
the gratifications of ſociety, But, though he could not go to this 
extent, ſtill he ſaw no reaſon to encourage ſuch meetings on Sun- 
days, by the introduction of newſpapers into them. Did Parliament 
want to bart the public houſes with newſpapers ? or to ſet up pub- 
lic houſes againſt pulpits, or newſpapers againſt ſermons ? He 
thought it was not too much for perſons on that ſacred day to hear 
religious inſtruction in the houſe of God. But newſpapers had 
now outgrown their name ; they -had but little allotted in them for 
foreign intelligence, and had been made the vehicle for conveying 
the inſtruQion of thoſe teachers whom the proprietors of the Sun- 
day papers engaged. Many people took their whole ideas from 
the inſtruction they received through the medium of newſpapers. 
But was it fit to commit the morals of the people to newſpaper 
teachers ? A compariſon had been made, on a former day, between 
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ſtale news and ſtale mackarel ; but the caſes were not parallel; the 


readers of Sunday weekly papers feldom expected freſh news in 
them; beſides, news was not neceſſary for a man's well- being, as 
food was. The Legiſlature could not, indeed, compel people to 
attend at places of public worſhip on the Lord's Day; but it would 
do its duty when it held out inducement to good, and refuſed its 
ſanction to evil. If the Houſe once rejected this motion, he was 
afraid that the Public would have all fort of ribaldry and Atheiſm 
let looſe upon them, through the medium of theſe papers. What 
could be expected from "thoſe teachers of morality. and religion 


who wrote in theſe papers, who were unknown and untaught, but 


who had acquired a facility in writing? How much better to re- 
fer the people to public teachers, who were known to be well edu- 
cated, previouſly examined, and reſponſible for their principles and 
conduct. But to the obſcure teachers in * theſe public Sunday pa- 
pers people would run, unleſs thoſe precautions were taken which 
might lead them to better principles. Mr. Addiſon, in his Specta- 
tor, had ſeleQed, in his Saturday papers, ſubjects of morality or reli- 


gion; fo had the editors in their Sunday papers; but he could not 


give the latter credit for their motives in introducing ſomething of 
a religious nature ; this he confidered as a mere ſelfiſh plan of 
their's at the firſt introduced, till ſuch time as they found that they 
came to be tolerated and better eſtabliſhed ; but the Houſe ought to 
guard againſt letting looſe this polluted ſtream upon the public. It 
was not neceffary that perſons ſhould read any newſpapers on Sun- 
days, and the Houſe ought not to hold out temptations to the Pub- 
lic of this ſort. This praQice and indulgence would contribute to 
the gratification of a ſet of idle people, whilſt it had a tendency to 
lead men from that which it was their duty to attend to on that day. 
An attention to the duties of the Sabbath had been gradually wear- 


ing away in this land; and the rejection of this bill, he was afraid, 
would be perverted as a kind of ſandtion for this criminal relaxa- 


tion. On all theſe accounts he ſhould give his firm ſupport to 
the bill. 

The Houſe having divided, there Fer the ſecond 
_—_ 26; Againſt it, 40. 88 14. 
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The order of the day was moved for the ſecond reading of the 
Militia Reduction Bill. 

Sir CHARLES BAMPFYLDE ſaid, he did not rife to oppoſe 
it, but he did not conceive the bill would be of much benefit; a 
plan of a ſimilar nature had been already tried, with reſpect to the 
Supplementary Militia, without effect; he thought the raiſing regi- 
ments of Fencibles would be more eligible, as Militiamen would 


' ſooner enter to ſerve under the gentlemen of their reſpective coun- 


ties, than in the regular army. 

Colonel SLOANE thought, in the preſent ſtate of affairs in Eu- 
rope, if it was poſſible to induce the Militia of this country to enter 
into the army for offenſive operations, it would be of the utmoſt 
importance, and tend to ſhorten the war. | 

General WALPOLE thought the plan ineligible. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS took a ſhort review of the ſecure ſtate 
of the country at preſent, compared to what it was laſt Chriſtmas. 
twelvemonth, when there were not 50,000 armed men throughout 
the country, when credit was low, and the wealth of the kingdom 
hoarded up ; when invaſion and conqueſt were looked upon as the 
fame. Now, when the ſituation of the. country was ſo materially - 
altered, he ſhould think himſelf deficient in his duty, if he did 
not point out to the Militix how they might co-operate in aiding the 
public ſervice, and the cauſe in which we were engaged. He was per- 
ſuaded ſuch an additional force would be productive of conſequences 
beyond any one's contemplation. 

The bill was read a ſecond time, and committed for Friday. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
Houſe to reſolve into a Committee, to confider the report of the 
Committee of Finance relative to. Courts of Jon and Judges“ | 
Salaries. 

Previous to the Speaker s leaving the chair, he ſaid the objects 
he meant to propoſe in the Committee, on, conſidering the, report, 
were the granting annuities to the Lord Chancellor, and Chief Judges 
of Weſtminſter-hal, in caſe of their reſignation, and an augmentation 
of their reſpeQive ſalaries. For this purpoſe he ſhould move that 
it might be an inftruQion to the Committee to recommend to His 
Majeſty to grant to the Lord "ONE — of the Ra of Bench, 
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the Maſter of the Rolls, the Chief Juſtice of the Court of Common 
Pleas, and the Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer, for the 
time being, contingent annuities to take place on their reſignations, 
and alſo to grant to the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, or 


| Keeper of the Great Seal, a contingent annuity, to take place on 


his reſignation or removal. He ſhould alſo move, that it might be 
an inſtruQion to the ſaid Committee, to conſider the propriety of 
recommending to His Majeſty an augmentation of the ſalaries of 


- the Maſter of the Rolls, the Chief Baron of the Court of Exche- 
gquer, and the Puiſne Judges of the Courts of King's Bench and 


Common Pleas, as well as the Puiſne Barons of the Coif of the 
Court of Exchequer. It was alſo his intention to make a ſimilar 


motion with regard to the Lord Preſident, the Lord Chief Juſtice 


Clerk, the Lords of Seſſion, and the Barons of the —— of 
Scotland. 


Mr. Speaker having left the heir, 7 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, the firſt point to which he wiſhed 
to call the attention of the Committee was, the augmentation of the 
ſalaries of the Puiſne Judges of the Courts of Weſtminſter-hall 
from their preſent amount to 3,000l. a year. He wiſhed alſo to 
obſerve, that the preſent ſalary of the Chief Baron of the Exche- 


quer not amounting to more than 3, oool. the proportion it would 


bear to the advanced ſalaries of the Puiſne Judges would render 
it inadequate to the maintenance of his dignity ; he, therefore, 
ſhould propoſe to increaſe it to 4,600]. The ſalary of the Maſter 
of the Rolls was at preſent between 3 and 4, oool. which, he 
ſhould ſubmit, ought nut to be leſs than the latter ſum. The 


other object to which he deſired the attention of the Committee 


was, the means of providing for caſes of ſuperannuation under cer- 
tain conditions, and to enable His Majeſty to provide for ſuch 
Judges as ſhould be obliged, from their advanced age or infirmities, 
to retire. - This, however, he did not mean to be carried into effect, 
until it was evident the perſons for whoſe benefit it was created could 
not diſcharge the duties of their important offices, or that the ſpecific 
circumſtances of ill-hcalth incapacitated rhem. In this caſe, he 
ſhould with to fix the ſum at 3,000. a year to the Chief Juſtice 


of the King's Bench; 2500l. a year to the Maſter of the Rolls; 


2500l. to the Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas; 2500l. to 


the Chief Baron of the Exchequer; and 2, oool. a year to the 


Puiſne Judges of the King's Bench and Common Pleas, and Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer. The only other propoſition, with reference 


to the Courts of Weſtminſter-hall, was that of a ſalary on the ſu- 


perannuation or removal of the perſon who might fill the office of 
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Chancellor of Great Britain. This he thought it would be proper 


"XZ to fix at 4,000). He had to obſerve, that if any of the perſons 


to whom he had alluded ſhould at the time of their reſignations 
hold any other office, that the profits ſhould be deduQed from their 
reſpective annuities. The reſt he had to propoſe related to the 
Courts in Scotland. The office of Lord Prefident of the Court 
of Seſſion was one, of the importance of which the Committee muſt 
be ſenſible ; the preſent ſalary would of courſe be inſufficient for the 
perſon holding that ſtation, when the increaſe in the falaries of the 
Tudges here was conſidered ; he therefore ſhould propoſe to increaſe 
it 1,000l. a year; that of the Lord Chief Juſtice Clerk, 500l. ; 
the Lords of the Seſſion, who were alſo Lords Commiſſioners of 
Juſticiary, 4801. ; the Lords of the Seſſion, who were not Lords 
Commiſſioners of Juſticiary, 28ol. ; the Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer, 1, oodl. and the other Barons of the Exchequer, 28ol. 
There was alſo another object, not connected with any of the for- 
mer; he meant the ſalaries of the Judges of the Court of Admi- 
ralty; it was unneceſſary to ſtate the important duties they had to 
fill; the emoluments of the Chief Judge were 4, oool. a year, 
equal to the Salary of the Chief Baron, or Maſter of the Rolls, 
and therefore, in time of peace, it ought not to be leſs than 3, oool. 
a year. At preſent, he ſaid, no queſtionwould ariie on that ſubject; 


but he merely thought it his duty to mention what he hereafter 


meant to propoſe. He would only add, that theſe arrangements 
would produce ſome augmentation of expence ; but whoever had 
ſeen the report of the Committee of Finance relative to the Courts 
of Juſtice, OF know that there were many offices which might be 
ſuppreſſed, and many uſeful regulations that might be made. The 
mode by which he wiſhed to carry ſuch regulations into effect, was 
one that was conſonant to precedent, namely, that an humble ad- 
dreſs thould be preſented to His Majeſty, praying him to dire& a 
commiſſion under the Great Seal to be iſſued to certain perſons, di- 
recting them to examine into the duties, ſalaries, and offices, in the 
Courts of Law of this kingdom, and to report what nn 
might be neceſſary concerning the ſame. 2 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he certainly wiſhed the 1 to bs: as 
independent as poſſible; yet, though he did not ſet his face againſt 
the introduction of the preſent meaſure, he would not have it under- 
ſtood that he ſhould adopt the Chancellor of the Exchequer's _ 
fitions to their full extent. 

The Reſolutions were then put, and the report was ordered to be 
received. on the following day. 


oF 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, June 13. 


The Committee of Privileges reſumed the ſubject of the Earl of 

Berkeley's pedigree. 
Earl BATHURST ſtated, that he had ſo late as that day re- 
ceived information of farther evidence, very material to be adduced 
on the preſent queſtion ; and it would not be poſſible to produce it 
in the courſe of this week; he therefore moved, That the farther 
conſideration of the ſubject he deferred till Thurſday next. ; 

Duke of NORFOLK ſeconded the motion. He adverted to 
ſome written document in the proceeding, and the advantage ß 
delay, which might afford an opportunity of procuring the attend. 
ance of a witneſs to it, who had not yet been produced. He then 
proceeded to compliment the Duke of Richmond on his attention 
to the honourable George Berkeley, the rights and honours of-whoſe 
family were ſo much involved in the preſent queſtion ; that gentle- 
man was now abſent in a remote part of the Mediterranean, in the 
ſervice of his country—a circumſtance which he conceived gave 
him a claim to the particular care and concern of their Lordſhips. 
However painful the delay ſolicited might prove to the feelings of 
the parties immediately intereſted, he thought no conſideration of 
that kind ſhould have any weight in the preſent caſe, and that the 
whole body of the evidence ſhould be laid before Admiral Berkeley 
for his conſideration, and his anſwer received before the Committee 
came to a deciſion. The gallant Admiral had tendered himſelf as 
a witneſs ; but without propoſing to poſtpone the decifion until his 
return, he thought him entitled to this indulgence. 

Earl of BERKELEY reminded their Lordſhips, that he had, 
on a former day, expreſſed his own wiſhes, and thoſe of Lady 
Berkeley, to be examined ; but as ſome doubt was entertained of 
their competence, he wiſhed them to take the _ of the Commitec 
on that point. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR. 1 it to the 
noble Lord to weigh well the conſequences, before he perſiſted in 
his requeſt. 

Earl ef BERKELEY replied, that be had the opinion of 
Counſel in his favour ; and had made up his mind on the ſubject, 
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that Lady Berkeley and himſelf were competent witneſſes, and ought 


to be examined. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR then ſaid, the ſtanding order 
of the Houſe requird that the pedigree ſhould be proved ; it, there- 
fore, did not mean that his Lordſhip ſhould give in a pedigree, 
ſigned and authenticated by himſelf, but that ſuch pedigree ſhould 
be made out by legal proofs. His Lordſhip then not being a 
competent witneſs, neither was the Counteſs, for the ſame reaſon, 
But as he was preſſed for his opinion, in giving it he was ſorry to 
be obliged to obſerve farther, that as a wife could not by law be a 
witneſs for her huſband, neither could ſhe be admitted a witneſs 
againſt him. The noble Lords, when they conſidered the evidence 
already given, would underſtand what he meant. 

Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, from the little knowledge he had 
of law, he did conceive his Lordſhip might be examined. How- 
ever, as the Counteſs would not be called upon until all the other 
evidence was gone through, he thought it would be then the proper 
time to diſcuſs the queſtion of competence, on which occaſion the 
Committee might be aſſiſted by the twelve Judges. | 

Earl Bathurſt's motion for poſtponing the farther proceeding 
until Thurſday next was then put and carried. | 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, June 1 3 


VII. BRAGGE brought up the Report of the Ciba re- 
ſpecting the Courts of Juſtice. 

On the queſtion, That the Reſolutions be read a ſecond time, 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the Judges had about 2,000], per 
annum, after all deductions for the expences of the circuit, &c. 
The object of the preſent motion was, to inereaſe their ſalaries to 
3,000l. ; this, in his opinion, was an extravagant increaſe, and he 
could not, with any conſiſtency of character, agree to it : jt was 
holding out a perilous example, and would give room to claims 
equally well-founded on the part of the officers of the Army and 
Navy ; the reward of their ſervices had not been increaſed for one 
hundred years, while that of the Judges had been already aug- 
mented during the preſent reign. He was perfectly willing to grant 
the Judges every thing which was neceſſary for the due mainte- 
nance of their dignity ; but an increaſe of 50ol. per annum he 
thought amply adequate to that purpoſe. When the Aſſeſſed- tax 
Bill was before the Houſe, he certainly did ſay, that as far as it 
affected the Judges, that we ſhould get with one hand no more than 
we ſhould be obliged to give back with the other : but to give them 
half as much again as they had before, was what, in the preſent 
overburdened ſtate of the country, he could never bring himſelf to 
afſent to. With regard to contingent penſions, he could ſee no 
neceſſity that, juſtified them. A penſion of 2,0001. per annum 
had this ſeſſion been granted to Sir James Marriott, to reward him 
for his long and meritorious ſervices ; and it was rightly granted, by 
an unanimous vote of the Houſe. This was a proper practice; 
and why was it not to be perſevered in? By the mode now pro- 
poſed, the Houſe of Commons would loolc all check and control over 
ſuch remunerations. A man might in future retire under pretence 
of ill health; and that retirement having re-eſtabliſhed his health, 
he might come out again, as had already been ſeen, with his penſion 
in his pocket. This new mode alſo tended to enlarge the influence 
of the Crown. It ſhould, be recollected, that when objections 
were u ed againſt ſinecure places, the neceſſity of them was de- 
fended on the idea that they afforded an honourable means of re- 


munerating men who had deſerved well of their country. To this 


mode of defence he had no room to object, if they never had been 
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"M0 granted to perſons who had no ſuch claim to them. The caſe of 
* Lord Thurlow was, indeed, in point. His Lordſhip had given up 
8 very extenſive buſineſs. at the bar, and it was not to be ſuppoſed 
that he would accept of the place of Chancellor without having 
$ | ſomething ſecured to him in caſe of a change of Adminiſtration. 


His Lordſhip had therefore the reverſion of the Tellerſhig, which 
was no more than what ſhould be granted to a man of ſuch un- 
common abilities. But had the preſent mode been adopted, his 
Lordſhip would have had 4, oool. per annum, and the Tellerſhip 
of the Exchequer might have been given to another who had no 
public ſervices to juſtify ſuch a reward. To theſe contingent 
penſions he would always object, as he would now object to an 
igcreaſe of the ſalary and penſion of the Judges, though he was 
not averſe to granting what did not border upon extravagance. 
Mr. ROSE ſaid, that the honourable gentleman muſt labour 
under a miſconception when he ſuppoſed that there was an addi- 
tion made to the Judges' falaries of 1, oool. per annum. The 
addition would be found not to exceed 6ool. per annum, which 
would clearly appear when the bill was brought in, and all 
the - particulars of it before the Houſe; it would then be known, 


4 3 that it was the intention of his right honourable friend that the 


expences of the circuit ſhould be paid out of the 3, oool. per 
annum. 

Mr. I. H. BROWN E contended, that the contingent penſion 
could refer to the place of Chancellor only: as to the increaſed 
ſalary of the Judges, he could not think that it exceeded what was 
neceſſary to the maintenance of the dignity which ſhould accompany 
their ſituation. In his opinion the penſions they might enjoy 
ſhould not be inferior to the ſalaries of which they were now in 
poſſeſſion. - 

Honourable Mr. PERCIVAL aid, that in any oblervitdons he 
had to offer on the preſent queſtion, he truſted that he ſhould not be 
ſuſpected of labouring under any particular bias from profeſſional 
prejudices. What he had to ſay was diQated by that independence 
and freedom of opinion which every Member of Parliament had a 
right to claim and exerciſe. The honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Tierney) who objeRed to the Reſolution, grounded his - objeRtion 
on the ſuppoſition, that if the ſalary of the Judges was to be ſo con- 
ſiderably increaſed, the ſalary of other public officers ſhould be like- 
wiſe neceſſarily increaſed. 'Indeed the queſtion ſeemed merely to 
be a queſtion of degree, and whether too much was not granted for 
the nature and extent of the ſervices performed. Surely 3,000l. © 
per annum, conſidered in this light, ſhould not be — as too 
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large a ſum ; beſides, the honourable gentleman ſhould recollect | 8. F 


the wide difference there was between the ſituation of a Judge and 
the perſons alluded to, and the labour and-talents that were required 


do fill it with dignity and ability. They had no laborious prepara- ; 4 


tory ſtudies to go through; no expenſive education to acquire; no 
conſiderable employments or emoluments to relinquiſh—the con- 


trary in every point was the caſe of thoſe who were likely to be 1 
called to diſcharge the functions of Judges. To fill this important 


fituation, an afſemblage and combination of ability, of information, 
of talents, of character, were defirable ; but men poſſeſſing ſuch 
qualifications which naturally entitle them to extenfive buſineſs and 
high - emoluments, cannot be expected to give them up without 
there being held out to them ſomething like an adequate indemnifi- 
cation and reward. For theſe reaſons he was of opinion, that the 
propoſed falary was not extravagant. As to contingent penſions, 
the honourable gentleman ſhould recolle&, that when the preſent 
buſineſs was opened, it was preciſely ſtated, that if the perſon to 
whom they had been granted was in poſſeſſion of any other office, 
the emolument of it ſhould be ſubtracted from the amount of the 
propoſed falary. Indeed if the queſtion was propoſed to the country 
at large, there was not an enlightened perſon, he believed, who 
would not readify concur in it. 

Mr. JONES would not oppoſe the reſolution, but hoped that, 
when the higher orders were fo anxiouſly attended to, the caſe of 
the lower orders of public vfficers would not be entirely over- 
looked. 

Mr. TIERNEY, in explanation, ald, that he never had ob- 
| ſerved any difficulty of drawing learned gentlemen from the bar, in 
order to fill the place of Judges, even when the penſion was lower, 
and then men equally able and well-informed were known to hold 
that fituation. He never objected to a Puiſne Judge having a pen- 
ſion of 2,000. per annum; he would even agree with an honour- 
| able gentleman (Mr. H. Browne) that they ſhould have a penſion 
equal to their ſalaries, when old age might oblige them to retire. 
But he was told that the increaſe upon the whole would be but 
6ool. per annum; had not, however, the firſt Puiſne Judge 223 21. 


per annum, the next 20461. and the loweſt not leſs than 18001. 


per-annum ?—was he not then well grounded in aſſerting, that the 
increaſe. was one half of their falary ? No man would: be more 
reluQant than himſelf to limit the means that might enable the 
Judges to enjoy all the comforts and dignity to which their ſitua- 
tion was entitled; but in his opinion 500l. additional was fully 


ſufficient, eſpecially in the ah the diſtreſſed ſtate 'of the country 3 
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| 6. and this he thought ſhould be granted by Parliament only ; for the 
* Houſe of Commons was always found generous and liberal, when 
"ol © ſervices of that nature called for a recompence. 


Mr. ROSE and Mr. TIERNEY faid a few words in ex- 
planation. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE approved of augmenting the ſalaries of the 
Judges; and as to the office of High Chancellor, confidering all 
circumſtances, he thought that 6, oool. would be more proper 
than 4,000. per annum on his removal; and, if he were not 
afraid of being fingular, he would move an amendment to that 
effect on the reſolution. 

Doctor LAURENCE pronounced a high panegyric on the pre- 
ſent Lord High Chancellor, and aſſured the Houſe of his perfect 
conviction that that noble and learned Lord accepted his preſent 
high office from motives of pure public ſpirit. 

Mr. TIERNE explained, and ſaid he diſclaimed all idea of 
caſting the leaſt reflection, or making any attack on that noble and 
learned Lord. 

Doctor Laurence alſo explained. 

The reſolutions were then all agreed to. 

Mr. BRAGGE moved, That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſty, praying that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
iſſue his Commiſſion to the Great Seal of Great Britain, for ex- 
amining the duties, ſalaries, emoluments, &c. of the ſeveral offices 
of the clerks and Miniſters of the Courts of Juſtice of this kingdom, 
and to examine what regulations may be fit to be eſtabliſhed with 
regard to the ſame.” —Ordered. 

Mr. BRAGGE brought up the report of the Committee of 
Supply. The ſeveral reſolutions were read a firſt and ſecond time. 
On the ſecond reading of the refolution which — for the pay 
and cloathing of the Militia, 

Viſcount BELGRAVE roſe merely to notice an abuſe which 
prevailed in that particular. He was ſorry to ſay certain Colonels 
of Militia, not ſatisfied with a moderate gain on the article of 
cloathing, had, in ſeveral inſtances, withheld a part of it—nor did 
they ſtop there; he had heard that ſome held out inducements to 
the men to take a ſmall ſum of money, in lieu of eloathing, for leſs 
than the value of it. He did not ſtate this on general rumour, but 


particular caſes had been pointed out to him. Motives of delicacy 


ſhould, however, prevent him from mentioning individuals, unleſs 
driven to it by ſome very urgent neceſſity. He conceived it would 
be alſo an act of injuſtice to do ſo, becauſe, although the accounts 
which he had received were true in ſubſtance, yet coming from 

Vor. IX. D 


— 


* — 1 . 
- — » 
— ß. ... «⅛˙r, ²˙ comma 


- 
ps _ _ * 
— — — 
2 2 
- 2ꝙ2 2 — — RYE 


— 


3 


very great abuſe. He thought, therefore, a ſtrict inquiry ſnould be 
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perſons who felt themſelves aggrieved, they might, when accurately 
inveſtigated, turn out to be much exaggerated. He hoped, there- 
fore, he ſhould be under no neceſſity of ' proceeding to ſuch a diſ- 
agreeable length, and that what he then ſaid might operate as a 
general warning againſt ſuch an abuſe ; and while it induced thoſe, 
who had the power, to examine into and correct it, it might at the 
ſame time be the means of awakening thoſe to a ſenſe of their duty 
in this particular, who had cither fraudulently, or, perhaps, thought- 
leſsly, fallen into ſo reprchenſible a practice. He knew, however, 
many Colonels who made no profit in the cloathing ; on the con- 
trary, feeling for the honour, credit, and reſpeQability of the 
Militia, they were conſiderable ſums out of pocket in providing 
extraordinarily for their Regiments, in whoſe appearance they natu- 
rally felt ſo much pride. "The abuſe, however, to which he alluded 
was of long ſtanding; it had been hinted by the Committee of 
Finance, and alſo Government had, he underſtood, entertained an 
idea of eſtabliſhing a depot for cloathing the Militia, thus taking it 
entirely into its own hands; and the idea he hoped to ſee carried 
into effect, if the abuſe was continued. He did not wiſh to ftrip 
Colonels of any emoluments to which they were entitled ; he only 
withed that gentlemen ſhould not enter into the Militia with ſelfiſh, 

ſordid views, but from motives of patriotiſm and public ſpirit— 
ſuch as he was ſure influenced the great body of Militia Colonels, 
who were ready, in the hour of danger, to riſk every ſacrifice to 


their country. 


Honourable Mr. PIERREPOINT ſaid, it was with regret and 
concern he was obliged to corroborate what was juſt ſtated by the 


noble Lord. He knew of great abuſes and peculations in the ſubject 
Enormous things had come to his knowledge in 


he alluded to. 


this particular. It was a diſgrace to the country that they ſhould 
be ſuffered. However, he commended the delicacy of the noble 
Lord in not naming any individuals at preſent ; but he hoped the 
Executive Government would look to this evil, and endeavour to 
provide a remedy for it. Men ſhould not be appointed Colonels to 
Militia Regiments, unleſs they had conſiderable property, or were 
very reſpectable, and well known in the county where the men were 
raiſed, He knew of many inſtances of perſons being appointed 
Colonels in the Militia who neither had nor were likely to have any 
property in the county. _ 

Mr. JOLLIFFE thought this a queſtion which deeply intereſted 
the character of country gentlemen, who undertook to ſerve in the 
Army for a ſtipulated pay, and in whom ſuch impoſitions muſt be a 
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made into the neceſſary expence of cloathing, and then it would be 


bo eaſy for Government to regulate the eſtabliſhment in that particu- 
lar, and gu d againſt any impoſition. 


immediately. 


Colonel STANLEY ſaid it was his wiſh, and it was the wiſh 
of many other Officers, that they ſhould have nothing to do with 
the cloathing of them ; that Government ſhould take it on the 
footing of the Horſe Guards, Artillery Men, and others of the like 
regulation. | j 

The Reſolutions were then agreed to. 


Friday, June 14. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved, that the order of the day on 
the Militia Reduction bill be read; which being done, he obſerved 
that fince this meaſure had been brought forward, many points had 
occurred to him which would require much attention; ſome of the 
preſent clauſes -of the bill might require amendment, and ſeveral 
freſh clauſes would be requiſite. It would, therefore, he very in- 
convenient, if not impoſſible, to diſcuſs all that matter now. It 
was his intention now only to move, that the Speaker do leave the 
chair ; and then he ſhould propoſe to go through the bill in the Com- 
mittee pro forma, that the blanks might be filled up; and then he 
intended that the whole ſhould be printed, and the bill farther 
committed. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the bill, went through it, and the report was received 
The bill was ordered to be recommitted to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe on Tueſday next, and to be printed. 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day on the bill 
for the improvement of the port of London, &c. 

Mr. MANNING informed the Houſe, that he was inſtructed 
by thoſe on whoſe behalf he originated a meaſure which produced 
this plan, the merchants of London trading to the Weſt Indies, to 
do nothing that was illiberal. They adhered to the reaſons they 
formerly aſſigned in favour of their plan in preference to that which 
the Houſe had now before it. But they defired that he ſhould op- 
poſe no part of this bill, but the compulſory clauſe in it. This he 
mentioned, to fave unneceſſary trouble and delay. He ſhould not 
oppoſe the Houſe going into a Committee. 

The Houſe then went into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
upon the bill; and there being only verbal amendments propoſed 
until the compulſory clauſe came under conlideration, they were 
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adopted. On reading the compulſory clauſe, which was propoſed 
' to continue for twenty-one years, | 
Mr. MANNING obſerved, that there had been erected very 
magnificent docks at Liverpool ; there was no compulſory clauſe in 
the bill paſſed with regard to them, ſuch as was now propoſed in 
this. He apprehended many inconveniences to Weſt-India mer- 
chants from this clauſe, if adopted, many of which he enumerated, 
and among the reſt, the great diſtance of their ſhipping from their 
place of reſidence, which would render their property more inſecure 
than upon the legal quays. He apprehended eompulſion to be in 
its nature inconſiſtent with the character of a free port, on which 
the proſperity of trade depended ſo much. He ſpecified many evils 
which he apprehended from this clauſe; and to enforce the objeQions 
which the Weſt- India merchants had to it, cauſed their petition to 
be read; which being done, he ſaid he was under the neceſſity of op- 
poſing this clauſe. 
Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that the whole of the merit of 
the bill depended on this clauſe. If the Committee threw out this 
clauſe, they would, in ſubſtance, throw out the bill, and, therefore, I 
the only queſtion was, whether this bill ought to be adopted or re- 
jected? It was a miſtake which ſome gentlemen had entered into, 
that the two plans which had been propoſed for the improvement of 
the port of London were inconſiſtent with each other. So far was 
that from being the caſe, that they were perfectly compatible with 
each other. He hoped to ſee wet docks erected at Wapping, in 
addition to the plan which was now before the Committee; he 
only took this as the moſt adviſable to be adopted in the firſt in co 


fall ſhort of what would be neceſſary to defray the expence of the 
meaſure ; but that this by no means prevented the merehants plan 


fiance. Upon the merits of it, the very beſt judgment had been tic 
il exerciſed. The elder brethren of the Trinity Houſe, and the in 
| Cuſtom Houſe, had confidered both plans ; they were clearly of ra 
MI opinion, that that which was now before the Committee ought to nc 
Af be adopted in the firſt inſtance. The noble Lord then proceeded th 
I! to expatiate on the advantages of adopting the preſent plan; among ni, 
1 which advantages that of ſaving much of the property of the Weſt- vi 
pl India merchants themſelves from plunder would not be the leaſt ; W. 
Mi for it ought to be remembered that almoſt all the plunder upon Ol 
vl the river was between Blackwall and the preſent legal quays ; this 
| would be done away totally by ſhips being brought in at the Iſle of cl 
I Dags. His Lordſhip obſerved, again, that without this compulſory 
1 clauſe, the bill would be nothing; for the duties would otherwiſe th 
al 
1 
1 
"i 


XX diſadvantage. 


4 tition in general; 
ge could not bring himſelf to think that it was deſirable. 
the meetings held at the London Tavern upon the preſent ſubject, 
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for a dock at Wapping ; ; on the contrary, he hoped to ſee that plan 


* alſo carried into execution. 


Mr. LUSHINGTON declared, that he was a friend to compe- 
but in points of ſuch magnitude as the preſent, 
At all 


the majority of the company were always in favour of the plan at 


the Iſle of Dogs, without their opinions being warped by the inge- 


nuity and forcibleneſs of the arguments urged againſt it by his ho- 


nourable friend (Mr. Manning.) He was ready, indeed, to ac- 


knowledge, that Weſt-India commodities might not ſell fo well in 
that polition as in the other ; but the general advantages to be 
gained by the preſent plan would more than counterbalance any ſuch 
It was therefore his opinion that the whole city of 
London ſhould contribute to the expences, becauſe even thoſe ſhips 


*Z which ſhould not wiſh to go into theſe docks, would, however, re- 
ceive great advantage from having the reſt of the river made clearer 


for their reception. All then which he required was, that all 


| J ſhould contribute who ſhould reap advantage from the accompliſh- 
ment of the plan. 


Sir WILLIAM YOUNG was adverſe to the clauſe, as far as 
it militated againſt the ſpirit of commerce, and he thought the com- 
pulſory clauſe, which was to be enforced for twenty-orie years, 
would, if adopted, prevent the Wapping plan from ever being put 
into execution. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT contended, that what was now urged, 
conſtituted but a part of the great plan which it was in contempla- 
tion to accompliſh. It would accommodate all parties by taking 
in the largeſt ſhips, and then leaving the reſt of the river unembar- 
raſſed and commodious, whether the Wapping plan was adopted or 
not, Beſides, the Ifle of Dogs could alone receive the whole of 
the Weſt-India trade, and the Committee were unanimous in opi- 
nion, that this ſhould be the firſt point attended to, not only in that 
view, but as it would be productive of conſiderable advantage to the 
whole trade of London; the other plan would alſo prove advantage- 
ous to the miſcellancous trade. 

After a few words in explanation, the Houſe divided on the 
clauſe —Ayes, 46 ; Noes, 17. 

The Chairman then repurted progreſs, and leave was given to 
the Committee to fit again on Monday. 
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Wh PARLIAMENTARY 


Monday, June 17. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was his intention to endeavour 


to provide a remedy to an evil of very conſiderable magnitude; he 


meant that of unlawful combination among workmen in general 


a practice which had become much too general, and was likely, if 


not checked, to produce very ſerious miſchief. He could not ſtate 
particularly the nature of the bill which he intended to move for 


leave to bring in; but it would be modelled in ſome reſpe& on 


that of the bill for regulating the conduQt of the paper manufac- 
turers. He wiſhed to call the particular attention of the Houſe to 
this important matter. He then moved, that leave be given to 


bring in a bill to prevent unlawful combinations of workmen. — 


Granted. 

Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day on the 
London Wet Docks Bill; which being read, his . 
that there were ſeventy- four clauſes of the bill remaining, to be diſ- 
cufſed ; ſome of them were ſo much to be amended, that it was 
thought a ſhorter courſe to bring in new clauſes. He ſhould, there- 
fore, now only propoſe to go into the Committee to receive theſe 
clauſes, that the whole might be printed and taken hereafter into 
conſideration on Tueſday ſe'nnight. That courſe was accordingly 
adopted, 

Mr. MANNING eblarecd; that with regard to that part of the 
bill which went to compel ſhips to frequent the docks, he had the 
ſame reaſons that he had already expreſſed for oppoſing that part 


of the plan when it ſhould be diſcuſſed. 


Mr. ROSE moved for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee, to conſider of the more ſecure conveyance of ſhip letters. 
He then tated, that this meaſure was not to operate as a compulfion 
on any perſons who ſhould chuſe to ſend their letters þy the maſters 


of ſhips, but was intended as a more fecure mode of conveying let- 


ters, by their being ſealed up in a Poſt-office bag, and on that ac- 
count there was to be paid on each letter half the price charged by 
the packets. He then moved that the Poſtmaſters General he au- 
thoriſed to take up letters for places beyond the ſeas intended .to be 
ſent by ſhips not employed by the Poſt-office, and ſeal them up in 
bags; &c. which was agreed to; and the report of the reſolution 
was ordered to be received on the following day. 
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and that the riſe in the article ſprung from competition alone. 
therefore, conceived it to be unfair that Parliament ſhould inter- 
IF fere in order to reduce the value of the article. 
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Tueſday, Fune 18. 


Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day for the ſe- 
ond reading of the bill for prohibiting the export of copper by the 
Eaſt-India Company, for a time to be limited. He then ſtated, 


that a longer time having been occupied in the diſcuſſion of the bu- 
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ſineſs than was expected, and ſeveral alterations and new proviſions 


& having been found neceſſary, he ſhould, on account of the advanced 


1 
— Tt 
Lats . ay | 


C period of the ſeſſion, move to defer the buſineſs to another ſeſſion, 
X when, he aſſerted, he would bring it forward. 
X which had been publiſhed, called an Impartial Statement of the 
Evidence on the Copper Trade, by a Birmingham Manufacturer; 
which paper he conſidered as an ex parte ſtatement, and he con- 


He noticed a paper 


eluded by moving the ſecond dns of the bill on this day three 


months. 


Mr. GEORGE ſaid, that the copper ſales were free and open, 
He, 


Mr. WILLIAMS mentioned that he had ſeen the paper al- 
luded to by Lord Hawkeſbury, in the hands of a Birmingham 

manufacturer, who avowed it to be his production. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT could hardly conceive that the paper 
could come from a perſon intereſted in the preſent proſperity of 
Birmingham. The meaſure did not tend arbitrarily to fix the price 
of copper ; Parliament might fix the exports and imports of copper, 
as they did thoſe of corn and wool ; and, indeed, it was their duty 
to take care that no article increaſed in price in ſuch a manner as 
to injure the home manufacturers. With refpect to copper, it had 
riſen, even whilſt this bill was pending, from 1131. to 1281. a ton. 
It had been aiſerted that the biddings were open; hut as he had 
heard that nearly all the purchaſes were made on account of one 
company, it would be right to prevent ſo neceſſary an article from 
falling into a few hands. 

Mr. RASHLEIGH faid that he had Juſt been informed, that 


one mine in particular could ſcarcely maintain itſelf at the preſent 
ſtandard. 


Sir J. MORDAUNT faid he was glad to find the matter was 
not to be abandoned, as a careful peruſal of the report would ſhew 
that the ſituation of the manufacturers evidently required relief. 


The bill was then ordered to be read a ſecond time this day 
three months. a 


| 


2024 


„ parative benefit to the public. 
© theſe two counties were reckoned at 58 20, and raiſed at the ex- 
pence of 45,0001. ; but of thoſe only x7 00 had actually entered the 


the noble Marquis to the conduct of Mr. Stables. 7, 


PARLIAMENTARY 


The object of it was to 


As the proviſions of thoſe bills now ſtood, they 
expoſed individuals to infinite expence without procuring any com- 
The Supplementary Militia for 


ſervice; one third had deſerted, and a ſubſequent ballot was had 
recourſe to in order to make good the deficit. The preſent mode 
of making out liſts was exceedingly defeQive, as they were formed 
| by the caprice of a conſtable, who went from door to door to collect 


the names, and who, moreover, had an intereſt in making the lift}, 


deficient. It was, therefore, his intention to propoſe, that every 
houſekeeper be compelled, under a pecuniary penalty, to give in a 
written liſt of the perſons refiding under his roof, who . were liable 
to ſerye. It might be alſo proper to encourage thoſe whorwere 
drawn to pay a ſum of money inſtead of finding a ſubſtitute ;., or-if 
they preferred the latter, not to exempt them until the ſubſtitute had 
actually joĩned his regiment. He had alſo to obſerve, that ſome 
blame had been attached to the conduct of a Mr. Stables; but 
upon inquiry he found that the accounts of that gentleman were per- 
ech correct. He then moved for leave to bring in, the bill. 
Mr. MAINWARING corroborated the teſtimony given by 


9 ” 
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Colonel WOOD fad, that the abuſes enumerated by the noble 
Lord, had alſo crept into the other regiments of Miliſia; he, there- 
Na wiſhed that the ſame regulations Mould be vs ah N the 


MEE ET 
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194 115 i N N 7 in oe 
41 16 OTTER aeg 4 19. ine! 


Mr. Chancellor PITT. moved for a copy of. the grant of King 


| Charles II. to the Duke of Richmond and his heirs, of a duty of 


18. per chaldron on Coals carried coaſtwiſe from the River Tyne 
which was ordercd. ; * i : 
The Duke of Richmond's Solicitor then 2 At. the bar, 
And preſented the ſaid grant, which, N ab certain papers 
moyed for the preceding ,day by Mr, erred to the 
ommi tee on the 24th repo rt af. the Sani 0 IQANCE, - 
Several inſtructions Roſe by Mr. Chancellor Pitt being agreed 


to, the ' Houſe went into the ſaid Committee, in which it was re- 


\ 


{Couors. Il 
The Marquis of TITCHEIELD rote to mikeithe-motion'of 
2 which he had yeſterday given notice. 


amend the Militia Acts as far as they related to the Surry and Mid- 
dleſtex Militia. 
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I : | caves, "ep the Lords of the Treaſury ſhould be authoriſed to contraQt 
with the Duke of Richmond for the redemption of his Duties upon 
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Coals, and to grant him in lieu thereof a yearly ſum out of the 
Conſolidated Fund, not exceeding the average produce upon ten 
years preceding the 5th of April 1799. It was farther reſolved, 
that a certain annual ſum ſhould be granted to the Maſter of the 
Rolls, in lieu of all fees, emoluments and profits whatever. 

The Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be received 
on the following day. 


| 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, June 20. 


Their Lordſhips proceeded in the examination of witneſles, in 
the caſe of the Earl of Berkeley ; when, after ſome time, 

Lord GRANTLEY ſtated, that there were ſeveral more wit- 
neſſes to call on the part of the Earl of Berkeley; but from a con- 
ſciouſneſs the more the queſtion of his marriage was agitated, the 
clearer it would appear, —and being defirous of indulging his bro- 
ther, the honourable G. Berkeley, who had expreſſed an inelina- 
tion to be examined, he wiſhed to adjourn the farther proceeding 
to the next ſeſſion, that that gentleman might have the opportunity 
he defired. 

Lord THURLOW expreſſed his doubts as to the competence 
of the Houſe to aſſume the power with which they were inveſted 
by the order under which the preſent inquiry was inſtituted. He 
argued.it on the ground of the injuſtice of binding the right of par- 
ties who had no opportunity of making their defence, and anſwer- 
ing, by contrarient evidence, the teftimony adduced againſt them. 
Conceiving, then, the ground to be defeQive, and that great incon- 
venience might ariſe from proceeding farther upon it, as might well 
be apprehended from the early difficulty encountered in the preſent 
eaſe, which, to ſay no worſe of it, was at leaſt a doubtful one, he 
thought it might, perhaps, occur to him at ſome future period, 


when he had conſidered the ſubje& more maturely, to move to ad- 


journ the proceeding ſine die. 
Lord, BATHURST, Earl RADNOR, and the Duke of | 


RICHMOND, then roſe in ſucceſſion, and regretted that the in 


quiry had ever been inftifuted, add hoped the n would be 
Vor. IX. 7 
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left; with the law as. it. ſtood, anhhould, be Senn in the . 
mittee no farthef. / :; LIM to v1: | ; 
-'After ſome * converlatian between Lal of Berkeley, Ke. 

Lord FHRUREOW ſaid, it is in conſequence of the defect of 


* 


Aue order and incompeteney of the tribunal, and not the failure of 


uvldence (the regiſter of the banns and-the marriage in 1785 being 
fully proved), that Lord Berkeley Inn to an adjournment, with 
a view to rectify that order. 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke 1 CLARENCE then moved 
ha farther proceedings be adjqurned; which paſſed. 
On the third: reading of the bill for more effeQually preventing 
Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies 
Earl of RADNOR moved for the omiſſion of the elauſe which 
exempted Lodges of Freemaſons from the operation of the bill. He 
was not himfelf acquainted with any of their myſteries; but it was 
a matter of public notoriety that they adminiſtered ſecret oaths, and 
that their meetings were, in other countries at leaſt made ſubſer- 
vient to the purpoſes of thoſe illuminati who had ſucceeded in the 
overthrow of one great Government, and were labouring for the 
deſtruction of all others. This he conceived to have been proved 
in a. work ſome time ſince publiſhed by a very learned Profeſſor 
Dr. Robinſon), and he was deſirous to guard againſt any fimilar 
praQices in this country. 


Duke of A'THOL contended, that the imputations thrown upon 
Freemaſons by the noble Earl, on the authority of a recent publica- 
tion, however juſtified by the conduct of the Lodges on the Conti-„ 


nent, were by no means applicable to thoſe of Great Britain. He 
had the honour of being Grand Maſter to thoſe of the old inſtitu- 
tion, and he felt it as a proud diſtinction, for a more peaceful and 


loyal body of men no where exiſted. All diſcuſſions upon religion : 


and politics were excluded by the rules of their aſſociation, the main 
objeAs of which were charity and benevolence. To ſuch regula- 
tions as went to prevent the perverſion of their inſtitution to the 
purpoſes of ſeditious conſpiracy, be could have no objeQion ; and 
as a proof of the readineſs with which they would be acceded to by 
the Maſonic Societies, he need only mention that this very ſubject 
had occupied their attention for ſeveral years paſt ; and that they 
would have before this brought forward ſome plan, had they been 
able to deviſe one which would preſerve their freedom of meeting 
bor Charitable purpoſes. 
Biſhop of ROCHESTER obſerved, that as he. was verſed in 
Ways and myſtery of Maſonty, he ſhould trouble the Houſe with 
- a few obſervations on the motion of the noble Earl. He agreed 
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laſt, with ſpect to the purity of Maſonic Inſtitutions in this enum- 
try, and the charitable purpoſes to Which they were devoted. 
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all Which had beef ſtated bythe noble Duke whoſpoke 


Joan 20. 


There exiſſed nothing in the principles on which they" ere conſti- 
tuted, or in the practices of their Soeſeties, which was in abe 
ſmalleſt degree contrary to religion; to loyalty,” to patriotiſm; and to 
the ſtrenuoſs ſupport of the Gavermnent under which they flog- 
riſhed. e innocence of the inſtitution was unqueſtionable, and 
other objeds which ĩt embraced wes of the moſt laudable nature. 
As he alſo (was a member of the Branch of 'Mafonry- which exiſted 
in Scotland| he would give his teſttmony' in favour. of the: -purity and 
morality of that inſtitution. Yet with afl his feelings for the ſup- 
port of the Brotherhood, he thought the motion of the noble Earl to 


omit the clauſe was in the preſent eriſis highly proper. Their 


Lordſhips ere not unacquainited, that under the ſanction of Ma- 
fonry the moſt ſerious miſchiefs had been produced on the Conti- 
nent. In Germany, particularly, the doctrine of Revolution and 
Anarchy had been infidiouſly grafted on the inftiturion ; but he was 
happy he hid it in his power at the ſame time to oblerve; that the 
other Lodgts in that country into which political opinion had not 
been introdheed, reprobated the flagrant impropriety of ſuch a con- 
duct, which violated the principle and ſpirit of their inſtitution, ànd 
in eonſequqnce of it agreed, in a manly and patriotic manner, to 
ſuſpend their meetings. As ſecreſy was abſolutely neceffary, no 

perſon could ſay that the doctrine of innovation, which had diffuſed 
itſelf on tha Continent, had not found its way into this country. 


Such an apprehenſion became peculiarly alarming, from the conſi- 


deration that about two years ago there were ſaid to exiſt here no 
leſs than eiglit illuminated lodges. - The ſtatement he alluded to 
would be fþund ia celebrated work which was in their Lordſhips 
recolleion| and was written about that time. He would; there- 


fore, notw hftanding Wis zeal in fupport of the innocence of his 


brother Maſons, give his decided vote“ for the omiſſion of the 
clauſe. - For, however ſtrotg His engagement as a Mafon might be, 
he had no ſdi fficulty in ſaying, that his love for the Conſtitution, 
his regard for the real intereſts of his eountry, and his duty as a 


Peer of Parliament, were paramoùmt to Every other conſideration. 


The amendment being then put and agreed to, bp 
Lord GRENVILLE, thovgh for his own part a ſtrantzer to. 
the ſociety ind its inſtitution, expreſſed his firm” belief, that no di. 
loyalty exiſted among the Lodges &tibliſhed in this country; and 
yef the notjle Earl (Radnor) had only anticipated, in ſome degree, 
what he mgant to propoſe. Conſidering the. danger arifing from 
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any ſoszetiss adminikexing facrtt ontha;; he. coulthnpt;approve of the 


clauſe for an unqualified exemption. In the mean time;- he be- 
lieys&:sheir 1.0 hipsomouid be ſunwilling o pub hn unbeceſſary 
reftraints:op: ſo, numerous and teſpe table a body of people, though 
itzmight he right to ſubject them to fame precautionary regulations, 
in, arder to take care that their: eſtabliſhments ſhould not be per- 
verted: M other purpoſes than what they profefſed: at preſent. With 
that vie he ſhould, in the room of the exemption clauſe, propaſe 
ta ſubſticute ſuur otherz. The purport of theſe was, that no Lodges 
ſhould: he: entiiled to ſayail themſelves of the exemption, unleſs two 
cheit members ſhovld give in a deelaration upon oath, that ſuch 
had been inſtituted previous to the paſſing of the preſent bill, 
and. as 2converted ta no other purpoſes. but that of Freemaſonry. 
This deels ration to be rene wed . annually, and contain the names of 
all ade members to be given to the elerk of the peace for the. place 
——— and he en by him to the Juſſices at the n 
{i S $6 e=SU1 17916 

::Dykeof ATHOL and the, Bichop of ROCHESTER dectara 
demſel ves ſatisſied with theſe reſttictions. | 

Ref RADNQR ididi not ſec that the Houſe had any ae 
p fef the chaxitahle inſtitutions of the Lodges of Freemaſons. 

Duke of ATH OL and the Biſhop of ROCHESTER, afſurcd 
higgof. the fact, and that their oaths hs nn the maudie of 
— +: lid l“ gooey 3 | Silt bed UF 

The lauſes .propaſed, by Lord eva Lum adepte ale 
which the bill was read a third time anch paſſed. : t. 

he order of the day fon: the Houſe to go into a Committee on 
the Slave Trade Limitation Bll being read !.. 

_ His Royal Highneſs the Dukę of CLARENCE Abend Gas 
if the noble Lord (Grenville) would agree: to let the bill commence 
fram the frſt of Auguſt, much: gf-the time af the Houſe might be 
ſpared, as he mould, have no oceaſion;ta offer thoſe remarks which 
be;ſhquld, be otherwiſe unden the, neceſſity. of making. | 

Lord. GREN VILLE, having agreed, tin the) propoſition of His 
Royal Highneſs, the Houſe went into the Committee. 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE/ ptopeſed: ſeve- 
rab zeſplytions, which had for their object ta regulate the height be- 
tween decks, which he contended ought, to be in proportion to the 
tonnage of the veſſels, He thought Gve fect too great a height), as 
the preſent ſhips employed i in the trade were for the moſt drt not 
adapted to admit of it. | 

Lord GREN VILLE, in a ſpeech of nn length, oppoſed 

the reſolutions. He thought five feet the leaſt height that could be 
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| any probability of the ſlaves being ccommatetas in 
1 3 Deer. marmer. 
Lord FHURLOW ſupported the reſolutions. The 3 6 
| Le Liver oo and Briſtol had been ſubjeQed; from time ta time, to 
3 1 vexatious 1 tonvenience and expence, by the annual interferener of 
the Legiſlatyre with the trade in ſlaves; and the bill before the 
Committee could not be paſſed without totally diſregarding the im- 
tereſts of thpſe men. It appeared to him, that the repeated at- 
tanpts.to regulate, as it was called, the Slave Trade, went ? fee 
to aboliſh it altogether; and he thought the authors of the preſenn 
X meaſure would have ated more manly, had they come. forward with 
| 1 2 propoſitior) for the total abelition ; for then the queſtion would: be 
nry. fully before Parliament, and might be conſidered in all its varied 
s of relations. {He would not haſtily give any opinion as to the policy 
lace oß fucha meaſure ; but whenever the queſtion ſhould be fairly 
rter before the. louſe, he would endeavour to make up his mind upon 
it. Slavery was, in many communities, the legitimate puniſhment 


of crime. | The children ought not, certainly, to ſuffer for the guilt 
pof the parents ; but the effect of aboliſhing this trade would be to 
nate puaniſh theſ children, for they would be held in perpetual ſlavery 
'F by the pla ters, who, in the preſent Rate of things, coronal 
red + F emancipatqd them. 
"of Earl of LIVERPOOL thought the bill very objeQionable: He 
had had tht honour of propoſing ſeveral bills of regulations on the 
fter WF ſubſe of the Slave Trade, and their good effect was confeſſed/by 
| aul, becauſe ſeach of them enacted premiums: to the ſurgeons for 
on treating the Nſla ves well. The preſent bill enacted no ſuch 3 


clauſe, Nor qught it to be forgotten by the Houſe, that while they 
talked, of humanity to the poor negroes, the capital employed in 
the Slave Trage amounted to 1,600, oool.; and it was in evi- 
dence; that if Meſe bills of regulation ſnhould- be perſiſted in, this 
capital would periſh, A very material thing for the Houſe to 
conſider was, therefore, whether, yielding to a cry of humaniry, it 


would paſs lawy that went to Tuin the perſons who had embarked 
that capital. ab | 


Earl SPENCER Geben the bill. DEE 
Te Houſe divided, and the amendment was rejected by A ma- 
jarity of 19 to 17. The other clauſes being gone through, the 


Houſe was reſumed, and the Report ordered to be e on wine 
following dag. 
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ire In a e er Wing: Mr, G | 
* PROTEST on the Seprrrovs SocreriEs MerriNG bn. 
27 // 5, 4h 6 . 


„ DISSENTIENT, 


e Becauſe I cannot think that it becomes the wiſdom of any 
Legiſlature, at any times, to recognize a Society, whoſe numbers, 
members, motives,” tenets, and purſuits, are unknown to it, and 
fiudiouſly, concealed—eſpetially when concealed through the me- 
dium of oaths adminiſtered by aſſumed, and, therefore, in my 
opinion, unlawful authority: and much lefs, that it becomes the 
prudence of this Houſe to do ſo at a time when it is notorious that 
the ſuppoſed obligation of ſach oaths has been the actual mean of 
che raiſchiefs which the Societies ſupprefſed by this bill have 
effected, and been endeavouring, as afſerted by this bill, to effe& 
in Ireland and when it is fill more notorious, that Societies (the 
fame in their origin, in cheit profeſſion; and their game) have been 
the inſtrument by the mean of ſuch bath, and ſuch ſeereſy, of 
ſhaking in their foundation, in à conſiderable" part of - Europe, 9 
every eſtabliſhment, civil and eeclefſaſtical. The preſent innocenex 
of this Society as eilig in Great Britain, aſſerted in debate, but 
not proved, and, for my own part, believed, but not known) ought 
not, in my opinion, even though it had been proved or known, to 
have been the pretext for disfiguring ſo ſalutary a bill, by an excep- 
tion, and this a permanent exception, in its favour, fince it is evi- 
dent that the effential ſecreſy of the ſociety of Free Maſons has a 
natural tendency to facilitate treaſonable and feditious praQtices,— 

fince it is hiftorically true that it has already been the inftrument of 


Mn ſuch * effect to an unexampled extent. 
0 | « RADNOR.“ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| Thurſday, June 20. i 
Mr. TIERNEY ſaid— Sir, in purſuance of the notice which 1 


gave, I now riſc to trouble the Houſe with ſeveral reſolutions rela- 
tive to the finances of the country. Sir, I feel ſome degree of em- 
barraſſment, ariſing from the magnitude of the ſubject, and the thin- 
neſs of the preſent attendance. But from experience I. have learnt 
Jo to diſcipline my feelings as to enable me to bear this circumſtance 
without much mortification. In truth, theſe feſoldkons f grew out of 
chat inattentivn which has for ſome time been manifeſted on this 
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* ſodject. Sir, it is now three years ſince any queſtion of the expen- 
dure of the country Fas agitated , it. is. now three. years ſmee any 
inquiry was inſtituted into the magnitude of that expenditure, the 
application of it, or the conſequences to which it muſt lead. What- 
Fever opinion may, be entertained in doors, out of doors at leaſt it 


4 ill not be thought wrong that the _ public ſhould underſtand, .ig 


the form of reſolutions, what the financial ſtate of the country is, 
1 bs object in theſe reſolutions, is, to take a _ comparative view of 
& what the ſtate of the country was at; the period previous to the ax, 
and what it is now; to ſhew at . 4 rate of expence we are tra- 
velling, and what ih reſult muſt-be, eyen if peace. ſhould arrive 
at the end of the preſent year. It is with this view that L bave 
drawn up theſe reſolutions; and if they ſhall be deemed more v 
luminous than they ought to be, I can only ſay that 1 took 28 
much pains to condenſe them as I could, and that in the whole 
of them I have recived no aſſiſtanee whatever; that they are the 
labours of one man, totally unſupported; and that whatever demexit 
they may poſſeſs is all my own. The firſt, reſolution relates to the 
National Debt, and it is "extracted from the Report of the Com- 


i mittee of Finance, Mr. Tierney here read his . wbieh 
are as follow : 8 1 
1. That it appears to this Houſe, that the amount of the Public 
Funded Debt exiſting on the. 5th of January, 1793, was 
238,231, 2481. excluſive of the Long and Short Annuities to the 
amount of 1, 37 ** ol. 3 of which ſums, on the 1 of February, 
1799, Stock to the amgunt of 28,677,6891. had been purchaſe 
by, and Annuities t to the amount of 1 19,880l. had fallen in to 
the Commiſſioners for redeeming the National Debt ; redueing the 
aQual amount of the debt exiſting on the 5th of January, 1793, to 
209, 5 53,5 591. and the Annuities to 1252,67 ol. 
2. That the amount of the Public Funded Debt, created fince 
the 5th of January /ig, (including the amount to be created by 
ſums borrowed in the preſent Seſſion of Parliament, and excluſive 
of 7,502,0331. 3 per Cent: Stock, and 230,000]. per annum 
Annuities, created by advances to the Emperor of Germany), is 
225,602,7921. excluſive of Long Annuities to the amount of 
283, 2061. per annum; of which ſums, on the Iſt of February 
1799, $,704,08 al. had been purchaſed by the Commiſſioner 
for Redeeming the National Debt; reducing the actual amount "> 
debt created ſmce the 5th of January, 1793, to.216,898,7 tol, 


excluſive of Long Annuities to the amount of '283,2001. por 
annum. Ain ; f f 4 


3: PARLIAMENTARY 


3. That the total amount of — Debe after 

F6duAing the ſum of 37, 38 1,7 11. redeemed by, and the Annui. | = 
tics fallen in to the Commiſſioners, and excluſive of the Imperial! 
Debt, is 426,45 2,269l. together with Short Annuities to the ' 3G 
amount of -549;0511. and Long Annuities to the amount of ” 234 
87 946ʃ. 1 
5 4. That the ſum applicable to the reduction of the National YH 
Debt may, for the year 1799, be eftirnated at'4,500,0001. % 
J. That che permanent charge incurred by the National Debt 
on the 5th of January, 1793, was 9,325, 866l. per annum. 1 
6. That the permanent charge incurred by the debt ereated 
fmnmee the Sth of January, 1793, (exclufive of intereſt payable by 
Irkland, and including 3 1 6, oool. permanent intereſt on the Loan 
of the preſent Seſſion . ) amounts to 8, 24), 21 fl. per annum ; and 1 
chat a farther charge of 497,7 351. per annum is liable to be Mcutred 3 
in default af payment of the intereſt of certain Loans by: His Ma- 
Ny the Emperor of Germany. Y 
7. That the Unfunded Debt (excluſive of anticipations in the 
vſual form upon the Land and Malt Taxes) amounted, on the 5th 
of January, 1793, to 10, 252, 5 34l. 1 


Wt | 8. That the Unfunded Debt (exclufive of anticipations' in the 3 
1 uſual form upon the Land and Malt Taxes) amounted, on the 5th 
{a of January, 1799, to 17,405,97 41. | 
0 11 | 9. That the net produce of the old permanent Tine, ex- | 
1.18 iſting previous to the war, was, on onthe 5th ok Naur. 1793. 
408 r4,284,0001. 

1 10. That the net produce vf che 6h e Taxes, ex- 
14 iſting previous to the war, das, on the Sch of January, 1794, 
18 13,947, oool.; on the 5th of January, 1795, 13,858,000. ; 
N N on the 5th of January, 1796, 13,557,000. on the Sth of Ja- 

( . nuary, 1797, 14, 292, oo0l.; dn the 5th of January, 1798, 
* 13.332, 0 0l.; on the 5th of January, 1799, I 4,27 5,000l. ; : 
* lh and on the 5th of April, 1799, 14,574,30ol. © 

1 11. That the net produce of the Taxes impoſed fince the 5th 
Wilt of January, amounted, r oa n the Sn of Apel, 1799, 
1 to 7,272,043]. _ 

1 12. That the total 2 0 all Irmpotes/i into Grent'Bricain, in 
1 the year ending 5th of January, 1793, was 19,659,358ʃ.; 
Ih il and on an average of .fix W * January, 1793 
il i: r$,685,290l. 

1 That the total value — Great Brie, in 
wwe year ending Sth of January, 177% was 25,654,000], ; 


1 { © DEERT ES. 33 
. bon aff average of i fixiyears,; Ag Sth 'of gy 1799, 


642961. , a — —— KANN. Fre W 0 088 
1 * That me total value of Britiſh ManufaQures exporter from 
Oteat Bricain, in the! year» ending 5th of January, 1793, Wde 
178,336,585 l.; and on an average of fix years, ending 5th of oy 
A nuary, 1793, 14,7 11,0491. .de 
XX -- That the total value of ri tiſn- Manufactures exported, in the 
TX year ending the 5th; of-- Fanuary, 1799, was 19,771, 5 rok; 
asd on an average of bx 3 — "= January, 1799, 
17.1533. d OTE 
184. That the total *. * fon 
oY Great Britain, in the year ending the 5th. of January, 1793, was 
X 6,497,9111. ; and on an average e ſox years; _— Sth 1 Jas 
nuary, 1793, 5,468, 0 141; y 67 em 75 

That the Nutal value of Foreign — exported from 
Great Britain, in the year ending the Sth of January, 1799, was 
173,883, 88 fl.; and on an average t. years, ending the 5th of 
January, 1799, 20,75 43,088ks) 1g] be . N 
1ß5. That the 4otal ſum to be! taiſed in Great: Sy Ut 
ear 1799, may be eſtimated as follows, viz. 


IT + Intereſt of. che Public Funded Debt, charges If * 

4 Management and Siaking Fond, oh oh the 5th of Ja- . X. %% 

nuary, 1799, after — the. Intereſt payable. "TY: 
, ex- 50 by Ireland ri rig tt © GHOST - Tote MR» 
793. Intereſt payable for the n 1 ww edi 0 499,735 


| Intereſt, &c. to be incurred and paid between FOR „a.: 
„ ex- th of. January, 1% 9, end the + 5th: of January jn 
794. 1800, on Stock ereated by Loans in the RR 1% Yate 


ool.; lion, to the amount ß 1 5, o,o. g- 566359 
f Ja- Intereſt on Exehequer Bille, 1 to be tjñe 54) 449 
798, ſame as paid in the eat endihg the seat January, ort teen 
ool.; 1799 — 2: och fouls aw - 8 


The Civil Liſt lde. 1 TY NA : 2. * 


e 5th Other Charges on the-»Canfalidnted Fond, efti- Rr 

799. mated to be the ſame as \ineurred in hel year ending 1 v $58 * 1 
the 5th of January, 1799, and adding 26,000). | > tes 63 

n, in annuities granted In the; preſant: deſſu of. Parliament 29,0% 5 


581.; Civil Govertzment in 22 — 5 1125973 
793• Fenhong upon FineHiopdignty,Reyenwes, ditto 144, 1$53400% 
ilitia and Deſerters Warrants, ditto - eee 


in, in -Bountianz for--prowetings Fisheries, Einen Manu: 54: 361 | 
o0l, ; ; faturesy & o &ſimated as before mw woot ts bg 44507 & 
Charges of Management of the Revenue, ditto - 1, 589,437 
Vor. IX. F 


A. 


e Nj 
THIS " 
| 1 34 PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmMoNs. 1 
1 0 Supplies voted for 1799, exclufive of ong million | —_ 
BAN; to defray Vote of Credit, 1798 ' - 209, 94% o ge 
0 0 Advance to Ireland - - - - - 3,000,000 83 
e 4 Vote of Credit for probable contingencies + - 3, ooo, ooo 1 
164 bl 3 $K m 
Wi L. 59,443,552 
| bl: — == 
1 16. That it appears to this Houſe, that the groſs receipt of the ch 
. revenue (after deducting re- payments for over entries, drawbacks, 
and bounties in the nature of drawbacks,) amounted, in the year 6 * 
ending the 5th of January, 1799, to 26,0 39, o4ö6l. e VE to 
That the Tax on Income is eſtimated to produce a ſum of to 
, 5 oo, oool. per annum. b 
That the Tax on Imports and Exports wok be eſtimated to pro- 
duce a ſum of 1,500,000), VE tt! 
That permanent Taxes have been impoſed in FE preſent Seſſion = cc 
of Parliament, calculated to produce / 31 6,000l. ; and that, eſti- 1 0 
N mating the groſs receipt of the revenue to continue the fame as in ec 
j the vear ending the th of January, 1799, the total amount io be 5 
440 raiſed by taxes, for the ſervice of the year 1799, may be computed et 
10 | at a ſum not leſs than 35,35 5,046. | | pe 
| i it bl 17. That it appears by the Report of a Committee 3 = 2 
bt! 0 of this Houſe in 1791, that the actual expenditure = 
"11308 of the Peace Eſtabliſhment (including the annual =o 
s million for the Sinking Fund), on an average of fwe . 0 
U "nt years, ending the 5th of January, 19791, was 46,816,985 Will 
. {a That the additional permanent charge incurred by i 14 0 
1 1 the debt created fince 17 ane IE of intereſt pay- of 
4. able by Ireland, is - - 8, 247,215 p 
9 fl That the additionalchargedas incurred For in- | 
9 i creaſed amount of Exchequer Bills outſtanding, is 55,000 {2 
i 10 That the additional charge incurred for intereſt e: 
0 10 on Navy Debt, is meln gn WIL 1 113 150,000 tl 
1 | That the additional eharge incurred on the Col | 1 
4 ; fl ſolidated Fund, iss is — 145,025 n 
1 That the additional charge incurred for a ſum an- em e 
1 nually voted for redemption of Debt, is 2200, ooo t 
* Bat And, That the future Peace Eftablihment (exs - „ 30. 8 
14 1 eluſive of any charges to be incurred by intereſt on ſunns by ſ 
1 to be paid on winding up the expenees of the War,, 1 
F 0 exeluſi ve of any inereaſe of Naval or Military Eſtab c 
0 5 nnmentz and excluſive of 497, oool. Intereſt payable. ...?? h 
1 on Imperial Loans) cannot be eſtimated at leſs than 2 55614, 225 b 


IONS. 


8 
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18. That the amount, of 3 per cent. ſtock to be redeemed, to- 


6 © gether with the annual intereſt thereon, by the Tax on loco, is 


3 gn 


_ == 
IY "=; 


That the produce of the Taxon Income, as appears by an eſti- 
mate before this Houſe, may amount to 7, 500, oool. 

19. That during the continuance of the Tax on Income, the 
expenditure of the Peace Eſtabliſhment cannot be eftimated at leſs 
than 33,114,2251. per annum. 

20. That ſuppoſing the War to end with the year * the 


Z per cents. to remain on an average at 70, and the Tax on Income 


to produce 7, 5 oo, oool. per annum, the ſum of 35, 250, cool. 
together with the intereſt payable thereon, would not be redeemed 
before the month of November, 1803. 

21. That ſuppoſing the War to end with the year 1800, and 
the ſame ſum to be borrowed on the credit of the Tax upon In- 
come for the ſerviee of that year which has been raiſed for the ſervice 
of the prefenf year, viz. eleven millions, and to be funded in 3 per 
cents. at 60, the total amount of ſtack to be redeemed would be 
53,582,000. together with the intereſt payable thereon ; and 


eſtimating the produce of the Tax on Income to be 7,500,000. 


per annum, and calculating the 3 per cents. to remain on an average 
at 70, ſuch redemption would not be completed before the month 
of November, 1806. The probable annual expenditure during 
the firſt five years and a half of Peace would therefore be upwards 
of thirty-three, millions, excluſive. of any charges to be incurred for 
ſums to be paid on winding up the expences of the war; excluſive 
of any increaſe in the Naval or Mlilitary eſtabliſhment beyond thoſe 
of the laſt Peace, and. excluſive of the intereſt payable on the Im- 
perial Loans. 

After the honourable; gentlemanyhad: read his 2oth n he 
ſaid, 2 I pray that I may not be. decei ved in the firſt ſuppoſitian 
expreſſed in this reſolution ib hoped: I ſhould not be deceived in 
the ſecond ; but if I am rightly informed, the produce of the Income 
Tax will not be fix millions. Sirpaif any gentleman. has failed 
more than another, it is the right honourable: gentleman, in his 
eſtimates ; he firſt took the Income ax at ten millions; he took 
the Aſſeſſed. Taxes at eight millipns, then at ſeven, till at laſt he 
got down to four millions and ek half. I do not blame him, but 
ſurely I may ſay that his eſtimates are not to be taken as Goſpel. - 
I ſay, then, Sir, that if the war ſnould end even this year, the In- 
come Tax will:beifaſtened, upon ibe country for four years and a 
half; that whatever adds co the proſperity of the monied. man, adds 
burdens to the man who is not a ſtockholder, And all this applies 
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36 PARLIAMENTARY 
to the ſuppoſition of peace being made at the end of the year 1799. 


4 
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But does any man flatter himſelf that this will be the cafe ? Would | © 


not any man be glad to compound, if he were ſure that peace would 
be made at the end of the next year? I might, perhaps, be juſ- 
tified in going farther, but I ſtop at the end of the year 1800. 


Sir, gentlemen will thus perceive that I have done little more 7 
than put into my reſolutions the Report of the Committee of Fi- 1 
nance. It is, indeed, a melancholy thing for a country ſuch as this, 
to go on year after year without inquiry or inveſtigation—[** Hear! 
hear! —I think I know the meaning of that exclamation. I beg 
to be underſtood, that I am not throwing the lighteſt blame upon 4 
the conduct of others; but ſpeaking of myſelf, I ſay, I could not 
I have not brought forward 6 
any meaſures this ſeſſion, and even the reſolutions I have juſt read 
were not in my contemplation ten days ago. But when I heard 
the language held by a right honourable gentleman oppoſite me; I 
ſaw the importance of the people looking at the real ſtate of the 

country. Thoſe gentlemen expreſſed a wiſh to overthrow the pre- 
ſent Government of France ; I do not mean to aſſert, that they 
pledged thernſelves to it; but till, Sir, I am bound to ſuſpe& that 
they will act upon a project which they deem to be the only one 
likely to be effectual. IJ, therefore, thought it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to do ſomething that ſhould ſhew the people the actual ftate-of 3 
the finances. The reſult of all theſe reſolutions is, that in ſeven 


flatter myſelf with doing any good. 


yeats we have doubled the National Debt; that we have doubled 


the permanent taxes; that by unprecedented good fortune, we have 
ſeen the revenue amount to a ſum beyond even the right honourable | 


gentleman's moſt ſanguine expectations; that at the rate we are 
ꝑoing, we have, in this one year, to meet an out going of ſixty mil- 
Hons ; that if peace ſhould arrive at the end of the year 1799, the 
the peace eſtabliſhment to November 1803 muſt amount to 33 
millions; but if the war ſhould continue to the end of 1800, that 
then there muſt be an annual outgoing during the firſt fix years 
after the peace, of 33 millions. Sir, I will fairly ſay, that from 
the facility we have met the preſent burdens, we may, if neceſſary, 


meet more; but I doubt whether in peace we ſhould ſubmit to. 
the fame burdens. Under the zeal that pervades all ranks of 


people, men may be unwilling to examine accounts. But does the 
right honourable gentleman think that fix. years after peace, when 
this fever has abated, that we ſhall be able to bear ſuch an expendi- 
tüte as 33 millions? Is there any thing in the laſt ſeven years to 
make uny man think we can bear a peace eſtabliſnment double in 


its amount to wllat it was 7 Is there any one who does not belie ve 
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ny one who, doubts that ſome part of our proſperity ariſes out. of 
Above all, is there any man who 
oves:the Conſtitution, that does not feel the danger in which it muſt 


Loving the Conſtitution as I do, I feel, and deeply feel, the ra- 
vages which this enormous expenditure is making upon it. I ſee 
the middle ranks giving up many of their comforts ; I ſee the upper 
ranks likely to be borne down by. new. men. If ever there was a 
meaſure which went to the transfer of property, it is this Tax upon 
Income. The monied man lends his money at the rate of 56 or 
57 per cent. The right honourable ggntleman, under the alluring 
name of railing the ſupplies within the year, ſwells the profits of all 
who are engaged in the ſtocks. The ſudden xiſe does not ariſe from 
the proſperity of the country, or from the influx of wealth, but from 
the labours of the tax-gatherer. When peace comes, if the tenth 
of our incomes goes to the ſinking fund, it will be extravagantly to 
enrich all thoſe who have lent their money. There is, belides, 
nothing ſo injyrious to the proſperity of the four millions and a half 
fund as this Tax upon Income. A circumſtance has occurred lately, 
which will illuſtrate what I have ſaid, We have had a propoſi- 
tion made for inereaſing the Judges faliries. They are increaſed, 
not from any particular merit, begauſe, though I am inclined to give 
them every eredit, and though I think as highly of them as poſſible, 
they would themſelves, Jam ſute, be diſpleaſed with me, if I were 
to fay that they had more merit than their predeceſſors. But cir- 
v umſtanees render it neceſſary that they. ſhould be enabled to maĩn- 
tain their rank in ſociety. Does the right honourable gentleman 
mean to ſay that the country has no intereſt in enabling the officers, 
or the Members of the Church, or the Magiſtrates, to main their 
ſtation in ſoeiety? We now know, from the circumſtance of a Judge 
who has 2,0001..a year wanting 500l. a year additional, what a 
gentleman of 2, o0ol. a year wants. God knows the gentlemen of 
But this expenditure makes men 
change all their former habits; or drives them to ſeek for an equi va- 
lent, where they never dreamt of ſeckiug one. In the preſent Par- 
lament, we know that no feats are purchaſed, and nv boroughs 
ſold ; but in former Parliamems we know that it has been ſo, and 
that it may be in future. But I put it to gentlemen, what will-be 
the deſcription. of Parliaments which a few years more may ſend ? 
If gentlemen ſhould: be driven to expoſe their, property: to ſale, who 

will be the buyers but the monied men? If a-gentleman;ſeils the 
fee ſimple of ſome property, who will the nonied man1return but 
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che monied man? Sir, if you preſide here in future Parliaments, 9 
you, will. fee great changes. There is nothing more reſpectable 


than the Engliſh merchant, but I ſhould; be ſorry to ſee all here of 


that deſcription. The operations of the right honourable ow 4 


man tend to raiſe men ſuddenly. Where there are popular repre- 


ſenrations, ſome good may be done; but in eloſe boroughs, which 4 


were formetly, though not in this Parliament, as I have before ſaid, 


ſold, the purchaſers will all be from the city of London. Sir, I A 
ſhat} conclude with. moving my reſolutions. I hope the Houſe i 


will give m- credit for having ſtated them as accurately as I could; 


I know of no difference of opinion that can be entertained, except W 


upon the two laſt.” . 


Mr. Tierney's motion on the firſt reſolution (which was ſeconded 9 


by Mr. M. A. Taylor) being put, 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that as the VE; de gentlein man Y 
had brought forward his refolutions with a view of drawing the 
public attention to the financial ſtate of the country, and in order to I 
have his opinions recorded upon the journals, he wiſhed that the ſub- A 
ject ſhould undergo the fulleſt diſcuſſion. He thought that the taireft 


mode then would be, to print the reſolutions, as had been done on 


former occaſions, and then appoint a future day for taking them into 


conſideration. The honourable gentleman ſeemed willing to in- 
dulge in the gloomieſt proſpect in which our affairs could be pre- 


ſented, and this he had particularly diſcovered in the latter part of | 


his ſpeech. He himſelf entertained very different opinions on this 
point, and he had, at great length, on a former occaſion, demon- 
ſtrated the grounds of {confidence in our proſperity and reſources, 
Since, however, the honourable gentleman had taken up the ſubject 
in this manner, he withed it to be fully conſidered ; and he had no 
doubt that he ſhould be able to ſhew, that far from having reaſon 
to contemplate our ſituation in a melancholy point of view, our 
reſources were adequate to ſupport. any effort, however lengthened, 
which we might be called upon to exert; and the-reaſons of his 
concluſions he likewiſe was deſirous ſpecifically to record. Ile 
therefore moved, that the reſolutions ſhould be primed, and taken 
into conſideration the firſt open day next weck. Af 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he roſe to ſecond the motion: 3 bs ut⸗ 
moſt ſatisfaction; but, he hoped, that the reſolutions which! might 
be moved by the right honourable . gentleman ſhould be likewiſe 
printed previous to the diſcuſſion. He eould not help notiging 
what the right honourable gentleman had ſaid of his having expreſſed 
ſuch gloomy apprchenſions. He had gruſted, indeed, that he, had 
— againſt any ſuch eonſtruction; he had ſaid that he ſhould 
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be moſt un willing to damp the ardour of the country; he had only 
0 attempted to ſhew that the mode in which we carried on the conteſt * 


Z pught to create apprehenſions in the minds of gentlemen. He 
gentle- 


eant diſtinctly to ſtate, that his great object was to bring this 


A queſtion fairly before the Houſe—Ought we to go on one month for 
which 


the purpoſe of overturning the Government of France? What- 


ever was neceſſary for the honour of this country, he ſhould be as 
Sir, I 
Houſe 8 


eager to adopt as any gentleman in the Houſe. 
The reſolutions were then ordered to be printed, and taken 1 into 


IX conſideration to-morrow ſe'nnight. 
except 


Friday, June 21. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT acquainted the Houſe, that he bad 2 
Meſſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty; 
and be preſented the ſame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr, 
Speaker, and is as followeth, viz. 


GEORGE R. ; 
His Majeſty recommends it to the Houſe of Commons to confi 1 "if 


plied t his ſervice in Ireland, in uch \manner 4 as ſhall be approved 
by the Parliament of that Kingdom, 10 an amount not exceeding three 
millions, on proviſion being made" by the Parliament of Ireland for 
dfrajing the intereſt a and charges Us a Loan 10 that amount. 

G. R. 
6 l vb 0 


Mr. Chancellor" PITT” vel that His Majeſty $ gracious 
Meſſage be referted to a Committee of Supply. —Ordered. ! 

Mr: Chancellor Pirt'moved- the order of the day on the duty on 
ſalt in Scotland; Wich being read, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into 2 
Committee of the whole Houſe. M 

Mr. Chanectler Pier Ghſerved, that the duties lately inipoled 
upon ſalt in Scotland, bad been F und to be ſuch as to be attended 
with very ſerious inconvenience to that part of the kingdom. It 
might be neceſſary, perhaps, hereafter to regulate the whole of the 
duty on ſalt, as it referred to difforonit parte of this kingdom; but at 
preſent, he ſhould onfly' pripofe a diminution of the duty in Scotland 
upon that attiele, and to reduce: it to ſwur ſhillings per'buſhel. He 
therefore moved, That the preſent dity and drawback on ſalt in 
Scotland, do ceaſe and determine: ——- | Pe IN 

That on every buſhel of ſalt in the ſalt-works in Sean, there 
be impoſed a duty of four ſhillings, . and fo in e for up 
greater or leſs quantity | > 8 WI: 
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— of Scotch ſalt imported into England or 
Wales, there be impoſed a duty of fix ſhillings, and ſo in prapertion 
on any greater or leſs quantity— ,. 
That on every buſhel of Scotch ſalt that ſhall be exported be- 
” , gyond ſeas, &c. there be allowed a drawback of four ſhillings — 
That on every buſhel of ſalt in Scotland employed i in manufac- 
- ture, there e allowed a drawback. | 
„All cheſe reſolutions were paſſed. 
„ Mr. M. A. TAYLOR roſe to make his promiſed motion rela- 
Sve to the Nabob of Oude. He began by ſtating, that he was 
Fell- aware of the general difinclination of. the Houſe to enter into 
any diſcuſſion upon Indian affairs: this aroſe from a variety of 
Kauſes; in the firſt place, the Jength to which thoſe inquiries had 
led a few years back, and the aſperity with, which they had been 
conducted, as well as the different perſonal intereſts and animoſities 
which ſeemed. te prevail in'that quarter, had fixed in, men's minds 
moſt unfortunately, an averſion to that ſubject. He could,  how- 
ever, aſſure the Houſe, that the queſtion, which- he was to bring 
before them reſted in a very narrow compaſs indeed ; that it was 
one that ſtood upon the plain principles of moral juſtice, fettered 
— no local politics, nor encumbered with doubts as to Eaſtern 
| cuſtoms. He would alſo ſatisfy gentlemen, that from him, at 
leaſt, they would hear no language that could be conſtrued into 
harſhneſs or malevolence ; he would ſtate the caſe in as ſtrong lan- 
guage as he thought the tranſaction merited, but he ſhould avoid 
aſperity to individuals. He alſg hoped the Houſe would give him 
credit when he ſaid, that to the parties concerned in this revolution 
he could not entertain a particle of ill will; he had no private in- 
tereſts to ſerve in that part of the world, any more than in this ; he 
had no connections he wiſhed to provide for, or on whoſe diſappoint- 
ment, in their views of promotion, he could entertain a diſguſt 
To ſpeak the truth, he had no acquaintance; or friend who cauld ſway 


him in this buſineſs: his object was, to vindieate the opinion he wit 
always held with reſpect to the Govergment of, India, that the public obſ 
faith ought ſtrictly to be kept with the native powers in India, and Vin 
that they ſhould not wantonly be ſet up or gulled down at the plca- . an 
ſure of the Company's ſervants. Theſe were the ſentiments, too, off 
avowed by the right honourable gentleman. who preſided at the and 
Yoard of Control, recognized by hie and the Hquſe on the debate the 
the India bill, and at all times when the Government of pre 

India was the ſubject of difeuſſion.s: Whatibehhowieowplained of of 
was, » departareigrom that vprineiple in the maſt flagramt manner, dif] 
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mind not been impreſſed with this, he ſhould have followed the 
courſe which many other Members of the Houſe did, namely, 
leave the general management and control over India in the hands 
where Parliament had placed it. He begged to be underſtood, that 
the right honourable and learned gentleman was the object of his 
attack in this motion, and in any ſubſequent proceedings under it. 
With the Government of Bengal, or with Lord Teignmouth, he 
had no concern the Board. of Control was refponſible to this 
Houſe and the Country : if the Governor General in India had 
acted wrong, it reſted with the Board of Control to put the matter 
into a courſe of trial before the Tribunal lately eſtabliſhed for that 
purpoſe : if the Governor General had done right, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman would of courſe avow and defend the meaſure, 
After dwelling ſome time ot the reſponſibility of the Board of 
Control, he ſaid he would hortly ſtate the nature of the tranſaQion 
that took place i in the province of Oude, and the revolution conſe= 
quent upon it: the Houſe could not expect that the detail would be 
ſtricly accurate, as he had not the full means of information, but it 
was to obtain information that he made the motion for papers. Of all 
the provinces not immediately but indirectly dependent on the Go- 
vernment of Bengal, the moſt conſiderable in wealth, extent, and 
population, was the province of Oude: he entered into the nature of 
its connexion with us, and ſhewed the reaſons why the Councils of 
the reigning Nabobs of that territory ſhould be ſwayed a good deal 
by our Government: he gave a character of Sujah Dowlah and 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, and deſcribed the riches and treaſures which he 
underſtood were colleQted by them; he ſtated Aſoph ul Dowlah to 
have died at Luckriow on the 22d of September, 1797 ; that. 
Vizier Ali Khan, who had been declared by himſelf while alive as 
his ſon and ſucceſſor, ſueceeded to the Muſnud, though not imme- 
diately as his Inveſtiture wa*ed the approbation of the Bengal 


| Government ;' when that arrived, he was placed on the Throne 


with the conſent of Mr. Lumfden, the reſident. He muſt here 
obſerve, that doubts had often been ſtarted as to the legitimacy of 
Vizier Ali; but he would'aſt, , whether, even 8. os country before 
an Engliſh Jury; Vizier Ali could have been ſet afide as a ſporious 
offspring after all the deelarations of the father as to his legitimacy, 
and the agreement of all. perſons, that he was ſo confidered both in 
the Seraglio and id the Country? But he ſhould not go into this at 


preſent; for if the inquiry proceeded} he ſhould have little difficulty 


of ſatisfying the Houſe, that no Governor General ought- to have 
difplaced Vizier Ali on that ground; without receiving) poſſive, in 
ſtructions from home 9 him ſo to do. The Governor 
Vor. IX. " 
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General, however, attended by Sir Alured Clark, left Calcutta in 
November, and proceeded by Dawk to Benares; ; and having there 
remained a ſhort time, and collected a quantity of troops, proceeded 
to Seranpore, and leaving the forces at no great diſtance from the 
Frontiers, ultimately proceeded to Lucknow, where they were re- 
ceived by Vizier Ali, and had houſes aſſigned to them, and every 
ſuitable proviſion made for them. About the 8th of January, 
T790, the Governor General taking ſome alarm, or making ſome 
pretence or another, left Lucknow very precipitately, and joined the 
army, where the Vizier Ali, aſtoniſhed at this circumſtancep ſoon 
after followed him, making every ſubmiſſion, and expreſſing great un- 
eaſineſs at any thing that could induce the Governor General to quit. 
Lucknow ſo ſuddenly. All remained in this ſtate till the 19th or 
20th, when Suadit Ali, who had arrived at the camp in a private 
manner, was declared Nabob of Oude, and carried with an eſcort 
to the capital. He then ſtated, that Suadit Ali was brother to the 
late Afoph ul Dowlah, and was a perſon of whom he was ſorry he 
could not ſpeak in any favourable point of view—he here adverted 
to his general bad character, and declared he was the laſt perſon he. 
would have placed in any ſituation of truſt and conſequence. 

After dwelling a little time on this, Mr. Taylor called on the Board 
of Control for a full gliadin, and for ſuch papers as could elu- 


cidate the tranſaQion : he aſſured the Houſe, that if on a fair 


inquiry this revolution could be juſtified upon good grounds, he 
. would be ready to give up ueſtion; but if his opinions were 
confirmed on mature deliberation, be would, whether he was 


ſupported or not by other gentlemen, procced to cenſure the. 
Board of Control for permitting their ſanQion to be given to the, 


meaſure. 


Mr. Secrctary DUNDAS had no objection to the production of 
a part of the papers; but the motion was by far too general, and, if 
agreed to, might be attended with very unpleaſant conſequences to 
the country, inaſmuch as ſome of the p2vers muſt, from their na- 
ture, contain general obſervations on the character, the conduct, the 
relative ſituation and force of perſons and diſtricts, that might be 
ſeriouſſy affected by the diſcloſure of ſuch circumſtances. This 
objection was particularly ſtrong on the eve, as at preſent we were, 
of our fleet going to India. But he would, furniſh the honourable 
gentleman with a document —the minutes of Lord Teignmouth— 


in which were to be found facts which, to his mind, were concluſive. 


in proof of the policy and juſtice of the meaſyre in queſtion, and 
which he really believed would, if attentively and candidly peruſed; 


as he had no doubt would be the caſe, alſo bring home conviction 
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to the mind of the honourable gentleman. Tf, Hen the motion 


ſhould be ſo limited as only to require the production of that docu- 


7 ; ment, he would not oppoſe it; and he pledged himſelf farther, that if 


more papers ſhould be found neceſſary to throw complete light on 
the ſubject, provided the produQion of them ſhould not be impru- 
dent, he would agree to their being laid before the Houſe. Here 
the right honourable gentleman entered generally into the queſtion 
of the legitimacy of the depoſed Nabob, and contended, that he was 
one of a ſpurious brood that the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah had 
adopted as his children. This Prince purchaſed thirteen pregnant 
women, and had them brought home to his Palace, there to be de- 
livered of the children. The depoſed Nabob was of this family, 
and the child too of a very low perſon, fo low that he was not per- 
mitted even to approach the interior of the Palace. He could not 
ſubſcribe to the charaQer given by the honourable gentleman of the 
preſent Nabob of Oude, and upon the whole, juſtified moſt fully 
the whole of the tranſaction, aſſuring the Houſe, that when the 
matter ſhould be fully inveſtigated, it would be ſcen that the Com- 


- pany had acted juſily, according to ſound policy, and in ſtrit con- 


formity to the wiſhes and laws of the people of Oude. 

Major METCALFE gave a detailed account of the whole 
tranſaction, and of many of the events of Aſoph ul Dowlah's Go- 
vernment, and vindicated in very warm terms the charaQter of Lord 
"Teignmouth. He contended with Mr. Dundas, that the depoſed 
Nabob was of a ſpurious brood, but acknowledged that Afoph 
treated him with every tenderneſs and, diſtindtion; that he was 
educated in the beſt ſtile of that country ; and farther, that if 
Aſoph ul Dowlah had made a will, it would probably have been in 
favour of the Vizier Alcoran. In mentioning Soujah Dowlah, the 
father of Aſoph, the honourable Member ſtated, that he had two 
thouſand wives, and thirty-ſix children. He next went into a 
general hiſtory of the birth, &c. of the depoſed Nabob, and con- 
cluded with concurring in opinion with Mr. Dundas, that the 
minutes of Lord Teignmouth contained every thing that could be 
required to come to a fair deciſion on the ſubject. He thought it 
might have a very bad effect in India, when it was known that a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, and a Manager on the trial 
of Mr. Haſtings, agitated ſuch topics as the preſent, and exprefſed 
his regret that the honourable gentleman ſhould have brought the 
matter forward. However, he would not oppoſe the inquiry; and 
if the minutes of the Governor Generabſhould not be ſufficient, if 
he coula furniſh any uſeful documents from the India- houſe; he 
ſhould do ſo wich pleaſure. | 
G 2 
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Mr. M. b TAN Y POR in reply to: Major Metcalfe, obſerved, 
that if the fear of doing any miſchief in India was to be the uni- 
forrs! reaſon given why ſubjects of that nature were not to be diſ- 
cuffed, the doors of the Houſe of Commons might as well be ſhut 
For ever: For his part, he would agree to no ſuch ideas, and he 
would always agitate every queſtion which ſeemed to merit inveſti- 
gavon : he was ſure the public, as well as the honourable gentle- 
man, muſt give him credit for his motives. He agreed with the 
honourable gentleman as to his conſtruction of the Mahommedan 
Law, and wiſhed he could bring his mind to concur with him in 
ther reſt of his ſpeech. The character and integrity of Lord Teign- 
mouth had nothing to do with the tranſaction: if it was to be 
vindicated as a proper meaſure, it muſt be defended by itſelf, inde- 
pendont of any other conſideration whatever. 

Wich reſpect to what had fallen from the right honourable and 
learned gentleman, he was happy that no difference exiſted betwixt 
them as to the perſons who were reſponhble ; he ſhould always 
conſider the head Board of Control as the object to be attacked. 
As to any declarations made by the right honourable gentleman of 
his intention to avow that the conduct of Lord "Teignmouth was 
agreeable to his ideas, and that he would ſupport the preſent Nabob 
of Oude at all hazards; they made nothing i in the diſcuſſion, and 
would not weigh i in the debate on the merits. 

Mr. Taylor faid, that he could . not acquieſce in the offer made 
by Mr. Dundas of Lord Teignmouth's minutes ; when that per- 
ſon's acts were called in queſtion, it was abſurd to, take his ſtate of 
the eaſe only as ſatisfactory: what he wiſhed for, was a full and 
impartial detail of the buſineſs. from the beſt documents that could 
be obtained. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that what he had offered was the 
Minute of the Council, accompanied by all the evidence and 
documents ; and this was all that could 1 requiſite i in the preſent 
caſe. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, as he now underſtood that the 
evidence was contained in Lord Teignmouth s minutes, he would 
take that offer for the preſent. | 


Monday, June 24. 


Marquis of TITCHFIELD moved the order of the day for 
the ſecond reading of the Middleſex and Surry Militia Bill. 8 
Mr. JOLLIFFE objected to the bill. He faid it was particu- 


larly complained of by the people of Seng, with many of the 
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Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that any ohjecdion to the partieular 1 
broviſions of the bill might be made in a Commitee; but the 
Necond reading could only be oppoſed on the principle of the bill. . 
Mr. JOLLIFFE ſaid he objected to the principle alſo- "7 
Marquis of IITCHFIELD hoped the honourable Member: 2 
vovuld not perſiſt in his oppoſition toithe bill, as the principal thing 
aimed at was to enact ſome regulations for the application of the d. 
money in the hands of the clerk of the Lieutenancy for Middleſex: 1. 
With reſpect to the particular objections urged againſt that part of 
= the bill which related to the "_ of Surry, — was not then pro- * 
red to offer any opinion. as LALY 
Mr. MAINWARING ined opinion that the dds of the q 
bill was to prevent the abominable frauds practiſed on the n 
by perſons offering themſelves as ſubſtitutes. ns. 
The bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be „ 
Mr. BURROWS moved, that it be an inſtrudtion to the Com- 
XX mittee that they have power to extend the proviſions of the ſaid 
bill to the county of Kent, which was referred to the ſaid C Cm 
WF mittee. 
On the motion of Mr. Chancellor PITT, the Houſe reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved the following Reſolutions : 
For the ſervice of Ireland - - 8 3 ; 
Extraordinary ſervices of the army for 1799 2, foo, ooo 
Tranſport ſervice for 1799, and for the maintenance p 
ot the priſoners of war at Hull - 1, 307, 200 
To make good the ſum that may be awarded + 
the ſeventh article of the American Treaty - - 60,000 - 
To enable His Majeſty to grant indemaification to 
Lord St Vincent and Sir Charles Grey for the | = 
Decrees of the Court of Admiralty relative to = 
certain captures, &c. 'in the Weſt Indies — $35,000 
To Mr.-Aſhton and others, executors of Robert | 
Rees, broker, being the amount of the ſums due 
from ſaid Rees on the firſt payment of the Loan of 
ſeven millions and half which he had forfeited, 
not having made ſuch payment - - - 4,235 


4 


The Report was ordercd to be reccived on the following day. 
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The Houſe, in àa Committee of Supply, agreed to a Reſolfticn Upo 
that 34,1451. 2s. 9d. the ſurplus of the ſum vgted for the Extra. Forfeit 
vrdinary Serv iee of the Army, 1798, hall be a0 to defray thi Mr. 
— of 1799 hair, b 
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Tueſday, Fune 25. 


The Houſe went into a Committee on the wal Note Tax 2 
Bill, when a clauſe was propoſed to exempt the two Roval Char. J 
tered Banks of Edinburgh from the operation of the bill, on the“ 


evndition that the Proprietors fhould annually give in upon oath # EP 
4 ſtatement of the amoumt and number of the notes they iſſued. f ame u 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſtrongly objected to the 1 Ine H. 
Ks contrary to the great and general principle of all taxation, viz. Ircaſon; 
that do tax ſhould give a preference to one trade over another, a | E hing in 
principle to which was principally owing the great commercial put ali 
"proſperity of this country. Beſides, ſuch an invidious diſtinction F *and 
would tend to throw a ftigma on the other banks, and diſcredit them Mme t 
with the public. In order to do away the bad effects of that dif. Houſe 
tinction, it was his opinion that the Linen Bank, which was alſo a 1 zeritan 
chartered bank, ſhould be ineluded in the propoſed exemption. If y ected 
not, it was his determination to take the ſenſe of the Committee Meriptio 
upon the adoption of the clauſe. onfror 
Mr. W. DUNDAS ſaid, that the Royal Banks of Fdinburgh WI <<< 
ſhould not be confounded with the other Scotch Banks, the ediſpet 
prineiple and purpoſes for which the former had been eſtabliſhed hority, 
being widely different. The Royal Banks of Edinburgh iſſued notes Vent, 
to the amount of a million, or one million two hundred thoufand WR oft a 
pounds, and were calculated to miniſter to public convenience and Sir, 
utility. The others, on the contraty, iſſued only to the amount ore [ 
of one hundred thouſand pounds, atid went merely to anſwer their louſe 
own private purpoſes. It was moreover to be obferved, that what reateſ 
the — propoſed would go to extend the diſtinction onal 
and jncreMFe its ſuppoſed * bad effects, rather than limit and di- mer 
miniſh them. git 
Mr. BURDON wiſhed that no exclufive privilege had been da 
granted to the two Royal Banks; but fince it had taken place he He“ 
ſaw no reaſon why it might not be extended to a third. | am 
The Committee then divided upon the clauſe : = wah 
Ayes, 73; Noes, 12. nin 

The Committee then went through the other clauſes, and the Th 
Report was ordered to be received the next day. ed by 
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en ® Upon the queſtion for going into Lee, on the Treaſon 
Xtra. 0 orfeiture Bill, ' 

7 the Mr. ABBOT ſaid, that in moving for the Speaker s leaving the 
hair, he wiſhed to recall the attention of the Houſe to the general 
Pature of this bill, which hitherto there had not been any convenient 
Ppportunity of diſcuſſing, although it had been ſome time before the 
louſe: and as the honourable Member then proceeded to open the 
| bject by referring to the leading topies of his former ſpecch upon 
noving for leave to bring in the bill, we have obtained a correct ac- 
ount of that ſpeech, which was to the following effect: 

« When this Report (viz. from the Committee of Secrecy) firſt 
ame under our conſideration, I took occaſion to call the attention of 


Tax j 
-har- 1 
1 the 8 
oath 


auſe, A he Houſe to thoſe paſſages in it which ſtate to us, not only that 
viz. reaſons and ſeditions of the moſt dangerous tendency are now plot- 
er, a 8 Fng in this country by perſons of mean note and deſperate fortunes, 


reial Put alſo“ that they have received, in ſome degree, the countenance 
Aion! ; * and pecuniary aid of perſons in higher ſituations of life.” At the 
mem ame time, I alſo took the liberty of calling the attention of the 


dif. Houſe to the preſent ſtate of the law reſpecting the forfeiture of in- 
o a 1 deritances upon attainder of High Treaſon, as a matter inttmately con- 
If Hected with the means of repreſſing traitors of this rank and de- 


cription ; and I preſumed to repreſent to the Houſe, that upon 
onfronting the actual ſtate of this branch of the Law with the ex- 


aittee 


urgh ence of theſe treaſonable practices, it appeared to me to become the 
the Mdiſpenſable duty of Parliament at this juncture to interpoſe its au- 
:ſtheg Hority, and not to ſuffer the Laws to be relaxed by any accidental 
notes Wv<nt, at a time when the dangers ariſing from theſe crimes are the | 


Yang Woſt alarming. 7 
ad Sir, the more I have ſince reflected upon this queſtion, and the 
count ore I have converſed upon it with perſons both in and out of this 


louſe, of various deſcriptions, whoſe ſentiments are entitled to the 
reateſt reſpect, either for their learning in this branch of conſtitu- 
tonal juziſprudence, or for their po LO of the ſtate of 
pinions in this country, the more I ha been confirmed in think- 
g it right to propoſe to this Committee an expreſs Reſolution for 
ie purpoſe of preſerving the Law of Forfeiture upon what I con- 
ive to be its true footing, and for eſtabliſhing it permanently in the 
ame extent to which it Was carried after the Union, when the 
ame, uniform Law. of Forfeiture was — throughout Great 
ritain, 

The general policy of ſuch a meaſure appears to me to be juſti- 
ed by the fundamental principles of all government, and to have 
een ſanctioned by the univerſal concurrence of the moſt enlight- 
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ened nations in all ages. Certain it is, that we find it interwoven b 
with the whole frame and texture of our own Conſtitution ; and I 


truſt that it will he deemed, at this crifis, a meaſure of abſolute ne- | 


ceeſſity to aſſert its juſtice, and perpetuate ick conſequences. 
1 am always inclined to think, that whenever we find the prac- 
tical experience of all ages to be in favour of any meaſure of policy, I 
we ſhall find upon examination that it reſts upon principles which 
are found. Of the forfeiture for State offences, it has been lone A 
ago faid, and truly ſaid, Id et antiquum eſt et omnium civitatum.” Þ 
And if we examine the principles on which this practice is foundes, | 
| ſurely they will appear to be as concluſive as they are 3 \ 
when we recollect, that all property is the creature of civil ſociety, 
—that its tenure, conditions, and duration, muſt be modelled by 
poſitive Law,—and that the dominion over property which is al- 7 


lowed to each individual, and enables him to alienate it at his 


pleaſure, being allowed only becauſe it operates to the general in- 
tereſt and proſperity of the State, the reſumption of it is alſo ſtrictiy 
conſiſtent with the true ends of civil ſociety, when the individual 


to whom it is imparted aims at the deſtruCtion of the State to which 


he is indebted for protection. 

Every wiſe Government will, for its own preſervation, employ, 
of courſe, the ſtrongeſt means; and one of the moſt powerful 
checks for the repreſſion of this ſpecific crime is to be found in the 
 Inflition of forfeiture ; for Treaſon being in its formation flow, 
progreſſive, and deliberate, the individual, who is brooding upon his 
plans of guilt, when he looks round upon thoſe who are connected 
with him by the neareſt ties of exiſtence and affection, muſt (accord- 
ing to the probable influence of every principle implanted in hu- 
man nature) feel his ambition damped and his reſolution unnerved, | 
if not by the dread of his own hazard, at leaſt by the proſpe& of 
involving thoſe in his own ruin whom by his very machinations he 
is ſecking to aggrandize. 

I know that it is ſometimes objected to this policy, that it over- 
looks the. conſiderations of compaſſion which are due to the heirs of 
the offenders. To this, however, there are many anſwers. In the 
firſt place, that the ſame event which has happened to them by the 
; guilt of their anceſtor might equally have happened, if he had diſſi- 
pated the ſame inheritance by his folly ; and that, in either caſe, it is 
not an injury, but a misfortune. But a more concluſive refutation 
of ſuch an erroneous reaſoning is to be found by pointing out, that 
ſuch a view of this ſubject is partial and falſe ; and falſe, becauſe it 
is partial ; and that upon the ſame ground, if a more extended view 
be taken of the ſame ſubject, the juſt commiſeration will appear to 
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be due to the numberleſa ĩndividuala who would besdme tlie“ ſuf- 


4 ferers in thoſe ſcenesvof blood and eonfuſſon; if. chey were not pro- 
& tected by the terror of theſe” puniſhments. And it is always to be 


Kept in mind, that in every wiſe and well-framed Govetriment the 
very power of reſumption | is placed in the hands of che- Sovereign, 
who may either remit the forfeiture*wholly, or may apply it for the 
indemnification of others, at leaſt equally innocent, wHo may have 
ſuffered more, or may hold: the forfeiture as a pledgeto be redeemẽd 
by the future loyalty of thoſe very perſons whoſe expectations have 
been fruſtrated by the diſloyalty and guilt of cheit anceſtors. > Þ & 
That theſe general principles uporewhich” the queſtion reſts ate 
ſatis factory, I think moſt men will agree; but tous who have the 
happineſs to enjoy the bleſſings of the Britiſh Conſtitution, (not the 
production of any abſtract theory or untried ſpeculation, but the 


practical reſult of accumulated experience) this matter cannot admit 
of any doubt: 


for moſt unqueſtionably it has been the invariable 
policy of the Law of England, from before the conqueſt down to 
the preſent century, that forfeiture ſhould be the penalty of Treaſon. 
In. the earlieſt-times, every eſtate. in fee-ſimple was liable to for- 
feiture ; nd by the ſtatutes and adjudieations of ſubſequent apes, the 
forfeiture has been gradually extended to-hereditary CGI : 
offices, to truſt eſtates and entailed eſtates, 10 end. leaſes, to 
copyholds, and even tordower; © 1 on ade 
Upon this ſubjectę ĩt is extremely remarkable, _ although che 
Law of Freaſon, bothvia its definitions and. its mode and Arcung 
ſtances of trial, has bern alternately extended and contracted by the 
ſtruggles of contending parties yet the principles of forfeiture 
have been univerfally recognized, and its GI maintuiged 
throughout. tai e. C16 DS Wah N cn: 517 ann OEM 
It is remarkable, that when «the Treabons, which wore-cromad 
in ſuch abundance during the wats between the houſes of York awd 
Lancaſter, were reduced by the act paſſed omthe aceęſſion of Qaten 
Mary to the ſtandard of the 25th of Edward the Third, yet the For- 
feitures were nevertheleſs kept iaſforee The cumulative Dreaſonk 
of the laſt century have been ſince moſt juſily reprobated q and at 
no time has the liberty of the ſubje& ſtood i ſo ſecurely upon tha 


queſtion as it ſtands ſince the act ſof the ſlaſt Farliameni reldtiveĩ ao 
Treaſon, becauſe that Law has given a' legiſlative imterprttation 


upan many points which ſormefly reſted upon judicial confiruttion, 
and has fixed the definitions-of the offenee in terms more _ 
and explicit, than we find them in any former period. 6 « 
Nor, does the anattet᷑ reſt here. We thave: alſo to remark, chat 
the girqymſigaces of- trial for Freaſon have alſo varied, — 
Vor. IX. H 
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any variation in the Law of Forfeiture. The Act of King Wil- 
liam, which gave to the priſoner the benefit of a full defence by 
Counſel, and provided him with a compulſory proceſs for his wit- 
neſſes, was, in my judgment, a great and neceſſary improvement; : 
but it muſt be recollected, that the very ſame act recognizes the pe- 
nalties of Forfeiture, and in no degree curtails them. A farther 
alteration, indeed, was introduced in the reign of Queen Anne, 
which required liſts of the Jurors and of the witneſſes for the Crown 
to be delivered to the priſoner ten days before his trial. But this, 
Sir, was a change, in my opinion, much to be regretted ; and I 
ſpeak not this lightly ; I have for this opinion the authority of Sir 


Michael Foſter, a great authority upon theſe ſubjects, who plainly ; 
condemns it as detrimental to the intereſts of the Public, which (he 


ſays, and truly ſays,) are deeply concerned in every proſecution of 


this kind, which is well founded: and J have alſo a ſtill greater au- 
thority, that of Parliament itſelf, which has ſince found it neceſſary | 


to reſcind this proviſion in all the inferior ſorts of Treaſon ; and I 
have no heſitation to declare, that if ever it ſhall be e to- 
tally, and if the mode of trial for Treaſon ſhall be reſtored to the 
footing upon which it ſtood by the Act of King William, it will 
be a great improvement in the adminiſtration of criminal juſtice. 

But be theſe matters as they may, thus much appears inconteſta- 
bly, that whatever changes have taken place in the Law of Treaſon, 
the principle of Forfeiture has been preſerved throughout, and con- 
firmed in the beſt times; at a time when the tranſactions of the 
Revolution were freſh in every man's mind, this principle was ac- 
know ledged as fit to prevail; and at the Union it was alſo carried 
in its fulleſt extent into Scetland. 

With this view of the queſtion before us, it may be thought ſome- 
what extraordinary that we ſhould now be called upon to decide 
whether we ſhall any longer retain this ſafeguard of the Conſtitu- 
tion, or relinquiſh it for ever; but the circumſtances which 6blige 
us to decide are alſo extraordinary, : 

It fo happened, that in the ſame Parliament which paſſed the 
Law for improving the Union in 1708, and in the ſame bill which 
eſtabliſhed the Law of Forfeiture in Scotland, an attempt was made 
in this Houſe to reſtrain Forfeiture in all caſes to the life of the of- 
fender, or, in other words, to aboliſh it; but the wiſdom and firm- 
neſs of Lord Somers prevailed on the Lords to ſtop ſo raſh a mea- 


| ſure, by ſuſpending the effect of the propoſed Alteration until after 


the death of the Pretender; hoping (as contemporary hiſtorians have 

faid) that the prudence of ſucceeding Parliaments would go farther. 

When the Rebellion of 1745 was approaching, and a bill was 
i 
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brought in to prevent treaſonable intercourſe with the Pretender's 


1 family, Lord Hardwicke (following the example of Lord Somers) 


propoſed a clauſe for again deferring this extinction of Forfeitures 
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Petty Treaſon, Felony, Flight, and Outlawry. 


until after the death of the Pretender's ſons. And the Law of 
Forfeiture now depends upon the life of the Cardinal of York, the 
laſt deſcendent of the Houſe of Stuart, an unfortunate fugitive, who 
has lived through three-fourths of the preſent century, and whoſe 
exiſtence (if he be yet living) cannot, by the courſe of nature, be of 
any long duration. This is the circumſtance which obliges Parlia- 
ment now to decide this queſtion: and we are called upon, as 
I contend, by every motive of reaſon and experience, to purſue the 
courſe which Lord Somers and Lord Hardwicke pointed out to be 
the beſt for the country, and to re-eſtabliſh the Law of Forfeiture 
for ever. 

Unleſs we do ſo eſtabliſh it, it is clear that we ſhall violate one 
of the fundamental principles of our whole Criminal Code ; for 
Forfeiture (or eſcheat, which is of the ſame nature) runs through 
every btanch of t; ; It is a conſequence annexed to High Treaſon, 
In Felonies, the 
day and year to the King, and the eſcheat to the Lord, will till re- 
main in force, even if we ſuffer theſe Forfeitures to ceaſe in Trea- 
ſon: and if we do ſo, we ſhall invert the whole ſcale and propor- 
tion of crimes and puniſhments, ſo that henceforth it will be leſs 
penal to commit Treaſon than to commit a common Felony; and 
the life of the Sovereign and the liberties of the Country will be 
leſs protected than the life and property of the meaneſt individual. 

If motives like theſe could want additional weight, it is to be 
found abundantly in the events of the preſent times. It is but too 
manifeſt that Treaſon will not die, nor ſleep in the ſame tomb with 
the Cardinal of York ; and at ſuch a time as this, to throw down 
the fences and ſafeguards which defend the Throne and our own 
Liberties, is to act in defiance of the warning voice of all Europe. 
Add to this, that the Treaſons of our days ſurpaſs thoſe of former 
times, as their aim is wider, and their character more malignant. 
Their aim is not even maſked under the pretext of ſecking the re- 
dreſs of any ſpecific grievance, it is not to obtain any partial change 
in the State, it is not for any diſtinct reform in our religious eſta- 
bliſnmehts, nor for any modification of either branch of the Legiſ- 
lature, —but for nothing leſs than one general ſweeping and indif- 
criminate deſtruction of the whole Conſtitution together. Non | 
likertatem, ſed Sanguinem nftrum concupiſcunt.” The malignancy 
of their charaQer is diſtinguiſhalfee by the reſtleſs ſpirit which it in- 


fufes i into the loweſt orders of the people, encouraging them to take 
H 2 
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who are aſpiring to diſtinction and power by proſtituting their 


their property and their lives ſhould fall a joint ſacrifice to the 


ation of this Committee; — and the effect of the motion which 1 
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up arms, and teaching them that they have great and powerful par- *F W: 
tizans and leaders who are ſecretly prepared to ſeize the favourable A q as 
moment for ſhew ing themſelves openly at their head, when they can elves 
hope to do ſo with impunity. Some ſuch leaders were found in 1 ar; 
Ireland; and they have periſhed : that ſuch may diſcover them- | 
ſelves in England, is but too much to be apprehended from the Rei- WMdious 
port before us; and if any ſuch ſhall appear who' bear hereditary | 
honours, it is fit that the Law of Forfeiture ſhould extinguiſh for leave 


ever the name which they have diſgraced ;—or if there be others inveſt 


9 oblig? 
lity w 
no pl 


wealth to the ſupport of traitors, no honeſt man will . regret that 


ſafety of their country. 
Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, and urged by theſe feelings, I 
have preſumed to think the preſent meaſure proper for the conſider- 


ſhall have the honour to put into your hands, will be to do away p 7 
the particular proviſion in the Acts of the 7th of Queen Anne and not ot 
17th of George the Second, which make the Forfciture for Trea- in ſo! 
ſon terminate with the death of the Cardinal of Vork, — and to ren- to al 
der the Law of Forfeiture as laſting as its juſtice is incontrovertible.” as th 

Upon the preſent debate, the honourable Member, after recapi- patri! 
tulating the principal points of the preceding ſpeech, continued Gree 
nearly as fullows : went 

« Bur, Sir, beſides the neceſſity of rendering the law conſiſtent, ceive 
and beſides the ſpecific neceſſity for annexing this kind of puniſh- ri vec 
ment to "Treaſon, there is another conſideration to which I muſt preſe 
requeſt the ſerious attention of the Houſe ; and it is this, that by othe! 
the Law of King William, which regulates the trial of Treaſon, are 1 
many of the moſt valuable privileges allowed to the party accuſed, of pe 
ſuch. as the obligation impoſed on the proſecutor to produce two yet a 
witneſſes to the ſame Overt Act, or one witneſs to cach of two uſua 
Overt Acts of the ſame kind of Treaſon, — and the right of the of pe 
priſoner to compulſory proceſs for bringing his own witneſſes, —and then 
the right to make a full defence by Counſel, — were all granted ex- 8 
preſsly in conſideration that the Treaſons to which thoſe conſidera- view 
tions apply, are ſuch as work a corruption. of blood ; and ſo it is who 
expreſſed, not only in the preamble, but alſo in every enaQting ſhou 
clauſe of the Law: and if theſe forfeitures were now to ceaſe, it not 
would be a momentous queſtion, whether the ſubject would not eſtal 
alſo loſe the moſt important means of defending; himſelf at his trial ? der 


and thus they who are moſt deſirous of rejecting the bill now pro- whit 


poſed, inſtead of mitigating the Laws of Treaſon, will only be e en- in er 
haneing their ſeverity, 


1 


1 1 With regard to the general objections which are ſometimes 


\ 


3 „ ab againſt this meaſure, they appear to be contradiQry i in them 
lves ; as they impute to it in one point of view, that it goes too 
ar ; and in another, that it falls ſhort of its own end. 

To thoſe who alledge againſt the Law of Forfeiture that it is an 
odious prerogative, tending to confer on the Crown ſuch means of 
Woppreſſion as are not to be endured in a free Government, I beg 
leave to anſwer, that by the Britiſh Conſtitution the Crown is alſo 
inveſted with another prerogative, and is bound by the moſt ſolemn 
obligation to exerciſe it mean the prerogative of Mercy ; a qua- 
lity which is unknown to republican forms of Government, and has 
no place in any code of Jacobin philanthropy : and we have ample 
= teſtimony in theſe times, that this is no dormant prerogative, and 
chat our anceſtors have done wiſely by intruſting the Crown with 
the power of aſſigning the meaſure and limits of grace and reſti- 
tution. 

To thoſe who contend, on the other hand, that Forfeitures are 
not only odious, but ineffectual to their own end, becauſe they may, 
in ſome inſtances, be defeated by family ſettlements ; I beg leave 
to anſwer, in the firſt place, that they are at leaſt effectual ſo far 
as they go; and in the next place, I by no means admit that the 
patrimonial fortunes of great families are univerſally ſettled, or elſa 
Greenwich Hoſpital would not now be in poſſeſſion of the Der- 
wentwater Eſtates, nor would the Highlands of Scotland have re- 
ceived the many great public improvements which they have de- 
rived from ſimilar funds: but as applied to the Treaſons of the 
preſent day, theſe Forfeitures muſt be ſtill more effeRual than in 
other times ; inaſmuch as Jacobin principles by their very nature 
are moſt likely to infet the minds of men newly raiſed to hopes 
of perſonal diſtinction, by newly-acquired opulence, which has not 
yet attained either the ſtability or maturity upon which ſettlements 
uſually attach, and ſuck men are generally in themſelves too fond 
of power and domination to fetter their own fortunes, or pledge. 
them to others by irrevocable rights of ſucceſſion. 

Sir, before I fit down, I muſt requeſt the Houſe to extend its 
views alſo to the conſequences of this queſtion, as they concern the 
whole empire : it is important that the ſame Law upon ſtate offences. 
ſhould prevail throughout : the law which it is now propoſed to you, 
not to eſtabliſh, but to preſerve for Great Britain, is at preſent the 
eſtabliſhed Law of Ireland: and by adopting this bill we ſhall ren- 
der the ſyſtem upon this ſubject the ſame in theſe two kingdoms, 
which I hope and truſt we ſhall ſoon be accuſtomed to conſider ag - 
in every reſpect inſeparably united. 
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'Y 
Sir FRANCIS BURDETT faid, that as the wgeaſure related 
more particularly to the higher claſſes, he could not be ſuſpected 4 NF 


efore 
ing 


in this inſtance of courting popular applauſe. He had liſtened 3 cap 
with attention to the learned Member, becauſe he had expected to 1 3 
have heard many more reaſons in ſupport of the bill. The learned 8 

: 5 . = f the 
gentleman firſt ſtated the neceſſity of making the criminal law uni- los 
form in all its parts. Though, for his own part, he thought our 1 ot 2 
laws reſpecting felonies ſanguinary and ſevere, yet ſtill they did not hy 


puniſh the innocent for the guilty, nor did they interrupt the line of i 5 
ſucceſſion. They dealt out, it was true, a hard meaſure; but pe 
they dealt it all upon the head of the guilty. The learned gentle- 
man had aſſerted the neceſſity of renewing the forfeiture in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the country. Into the general principle of the laws | 
of forfeiture he was not now about to enter. But he thought he 
might ſafely ſay, that upon the ground of utility the meaſure was 
not to be maintained. That was a principle ſo monſtrous, and it led 


to concluſions ſo atrocious, that he hoped it would have no effect t 
upon the mind of any gentleman in the Houſe. It was the true W 
principle of terror, but it was not the principle of the Conſtitution. 1 
The Throne was armed, not with terrors againſt the ſubject, but dicul 
with the affections of the people. Much, however, had been done Ss 
to eradicate the Throne from the hearts, and to place it on the necks "OA 
of the people, with what advantage time alone will be able to diſco- ** 
ver. But it would not be amiſs to recollect what had been the any 
conduct of the nation, when a King, by his violation of the Conſti- W 
tution, and his diſregard of the Rights of the ſubject, had become a 3 
monſtrous delinquent, and had therefore been expelled; it would e 
not be amiſs, he repeated, to recollect the conduct of this forgiving TERS 
people. They did not exterminate the whole race; but they took PIGS 
one of that family, from which they had received ſuch injuries, and 3 
they placed the next they could place, with ſafety to their religion ** 


and their liberties, upon the Throne. This might at leaſt have S's 
afforded us a leſſon of moderation and mercy. But it ſeemed that ſide, 
the danger was greater now from Jacobin principles. The learned 


F equ- 
Member, however, had not entered into much argument to prove chat 
the exiſtence of that danger, nor did he believe gentlemen would chat 


put their eſtates in jeopardy, by being ſcared with this imaginary ? 
danger. At the time of-the Union with Scotland, it was a prin- 


ciple that this forfeiture ſhould remain only till the extinction of wa; 
the family. If any thing could render this more unwiſe than another mk 
it was the propoſing it at preſent. What a leſſon was it for Ire- GE 
land J at the moment in which we were courting a Union with her, by 


we ought at leaſt to have waited till the buſineſs was completed, 


tate ff 


ened 
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rned * 
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{mt I now, might exiſt even till the dangers that were apprehended were 


over. An argument too of ſome importance againſt the meaſure 
might be drawn from the lateneſs of the ſeſſion. 


utle- 
a 
laws | 
it he 


Was 


t led | 


fect 

true 
tion. 
, but 
done 
1ecks 
liſco- 
1 the 
nſti- 
me a 
ould 
iving 
took 
, and 
igion 
have 
that 
arned 
prove 
vould 
inary 
prin- 
on of 
other 
r Ire- 
1 her, 


le ted 5 


$ 4 Foxs 25.] 
ons. y 


DEBATES. 55 


efore we evinced our total diſregard of all compaQts. But another 


Ming we ſhould conſider was, that this was not merely renewing 


ected 3 


e former laws reſpecting Treaſon. They had been materially 


Witered ; thoſe late alterations he looked upon as ſnares to the people, 
nich, indeed, ſeemed by ſome perſons to be approved of; becauſe, 
1 f the laws were too plain, the diſaffected might then, it was ſaid, 


now what they were doing. The preſent meaſure, therefore, was 
ot a ſimple renewal of former laws. But what was the neceſlity ? 

hy ſhould we be in ſuch haſte to paſs a meaſure, which was not 
o operate at preſent, but in future? Perhaps the law, as it ſtood 


As the learned 
gentleman had not ſtated any farther grounds, he hoped the Houſe 
would not be induced to adopt the meaſure, under the idea that this 
was merely a renewal of a law which had exiſted before. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE conſidered the meaſure as the moſt unjuſt, ſe- 
vere, and cruel, that had ever entered into the mind of a human 


being, and one which would diſgrace the code of any country under 


Heaven. It proceeded on a very falſe ſuppoſition ; for it was ri 


| diculous to imagine that a man who had no fear of perſonal danger, 


would have any for thoſe who would come after him. It was far- 
ther nugatory, inaſmuch as\its object could be totally defeated by 
a ſettlement of the property previouſly to the owner's entering upon 
any treaſonable attempt. But what principally weighed with him 
was its flagrant injuſtice. He would put the caſe, that he himſelf. 
were fooliſh enough to embark in a conſpi piracy to overthrow the Go- 
vernment, and that his ſon, who was now in the army, would con- 
tinue, as he had no doubt he would, faithful to his allegiance, and 
do every thing to counteract that conſpiracy. By this meaſure the 
reward of his fidelity would be the ſtripping him of all his paternal 
inheritance, and leaving him to want and beggary. This was not 
to be conſidered as a party conteſt, but one in which the Miniſterial 
fide, and the Oppoſition, if there could be ſaid to remain any, were 
equally concerned. He therefore hoped, that it would receive all 
that coolneſs and maturity of deliberation which it ſo peculiarly 
claimed. 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE thought, as s the meaſure was confeſſedly 
not ſubſervient to the intereſted purpoſes of any party more than 
another, the preſent was above all others the moment when it ought 
to be agitated ; becauſe the time when party was almoſt annihilated, 
was that alone in which the cool and ſedate inquiry, recommended 
by the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, could take Place. The honour- 
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able Member then entered into a detailed conſideration of the ar. | 1] 2 
guments on both ſides .of the queſtion. He regarded the argument = þ 
drawn from the puniſhment of innocence as ſophiſtical, for it was 
impoſſible to inflict any puniſhment, however juſt, that did not, 
more or leſs, expoſe innocence to ſuffering and diſtreſs. A war 1 

might be undertaken on the moſt juſt grounds, and yet ſoldiers who 
periſhed in the conteſt were innocent men. Men might, in the 
phrenzy of paſſion and diſappointment, enter into criminal projects 
againſt the peace of ſociety, but a law of the kind now propoſed i 


was calculated to produce that ſober and comprehenſive refleQtion 


which would appeaſe the firſt feelings of reſentment. The preſent | 3 
laws of treaſon were ſingularly mild, and in no other caſe was the 
conviction of a criminal a matter of ſo much difficulty; and it 
. evuld not be complained of that the ſeverity of the pa 
ſhould bear a proportion to the mildneſs of the law. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE began with obſerving, that the buſineſs now 
under conſideration, had frequently been the order of the day, and 
been poſtponed from time to — becauſe few gentlemen were in- 
clined to ſtay and pay attention to the ſubject. He was happy to 
find that the queſtion had at laſt excited ſome intereſt, for a queſtion 
more important, or more deſerving of the moſt ſolemn diſcuſſion, had 
never been agitated within the walls of Parliament. 

Gentlemen would do well to conſider before they gave their vote 
that evening, to what extent the meaſure went. Its object was not 
merely to give a permanent continuance in caſes of High Treaſon, 
to the law of forfeiture, but alſo to corruption of blood ; the former 
of which was defigned to bring preſent poverty and diſgrace upon 
the offspring of a man attainted of that crime, the latter to doom the 
children, the children's children, and future generations to perpetual 
indigence and diſhonour. Many eminent perſons whoſe names, 
perhaps, he ſhould have ocGafion to quete before he ſat down, had 

conſidered forfeiture as a ſalutary terror, calculated for the protec- 
tion of the State, but entertained an abhorrence'of the corruption 
of blood. Should any gentleman in that Houſe be of the ſame 
opinion, it was incumbent upon him to give his vote againſt the 
meaſure, for the bill aimed at the perpetuation of both. For his 
own part, he approved of neither; and woutd. take the Wer of 
ſtating his reaſons to the Houſe. 

With reſpect to the forfeiture of the traitor's lands and tene- 
ments, ſo that his children could not ſucceed to the poſſeſſion, he 
ſhould only remark, that the obſervation of the honourable gentle- 
man below him (Mr. Jolliffe) was undeniable. Was there a 

mim of natural. juſtice more clear and evident than this, namely, 
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d 1 that no man ought to be puniſhed, except for his own fault? Could 
any thing be more iniquitous than to viſit the ſins of the fathers 
upon the children? It appeared to him, indeed, leſs unjuſtifiable 
to copy the ChineſE laws, and to make parents ſuffer for the offences 


war 1 of their children, becauſe the vices of children are often aſcribable 
who | to a neglected or faulty education, than to inflit puniſhment upon 
\ the | an innocent child on account of the guilt of his father. Such 
| cruelty was to be reprobated, notwithſtanding the honourable gentle- 
oſed B 


: man over the way (Mr. I. H. Browne) was ſo ready to defend it. 
tion He (Mr. I. H. Browne) had affirmed, that children had no natu- 
ral right to ſucceed to the property of their parents; that the tranſ- 


2 r * 
EIS * — o * tr ax 
. TP 5 * of 0 > 
. 1 
FF 


the miſſion of it from father to ſon was the mere creature of civil ſo- 
d it ciety, the mere effect of municipal inſtitution ; and, therefore, the 
nent gate was entitled to take it away whenever the public ſafety required. 
| Mr. Hobhouſe obſerved, that in his opinion, the child had a natu- 
tp ral right to the poſſeſſions of his deceaſed parents, that he had a 
and Bl juſt claim to inherit the property of thoſe, who, being the inſtru- 
na ments of his exiſtence, were bound to render it as comfortable and 
y to happy as poſſible, This was deeply implanted by the Author of 
ſtion Nature in the mind of man. He did not wiſh, however, to enter 
„had into an abſtract diſquiſition of natural rights; he would aſſume, for 
the ſake of argument, that the right of inheritance was merely a 
vote civil right, and aſk the queſtion, how the ſafety of the ſtate could 
not be prompted by confiſcating the livelihood of an irreproachable 
aſon, and afflicted widow, of harmleſs orphans, and unborn poſterity ? 
rmer 


The good of the ſtate, ſo far from requiring ſuch ſeverities, called 
Upon loudly for the abolition of them. The children, ſtripped of their 


n the inheritance, would deteſt the Government which ſanctioned ſuch 
ctual harſhneſs and injuſtice ; the ſame odium. would deſcend from gene- 
r ration to generation; thus whole families would for ages be alie- 
, had 


nated from their country, Was this a method of giving additional 
otee- ſecurity to\a ſtate? No, Sir; affeQion, not terror, is the beſt 
ption foundation of a Monarch's Throne. This ſentiment was ſo well 
ſame expreſſed in the preamble to the ſtatute of the firſt of Queen Mary, 
| that he thought it merited the attention of the Houſe. It recited, ' 
that * The ſtate of every King confiſts more afſuredly in the love 
ty of of the ſubject towards the Prince, than in the dread of laws made 
with rigorous pains ; and that laws, made for the preſervation of 
the commonwealth, without great penalties, are more often obeyed 
and kept, than laws made with extreme puniſhment.” Happy 
would it have been for her ſubjects, if that bigotted Princeſs 122 
always aQed conformably to the juſt and liberal views which 

ſeemed to have entertained at the begining of her reign... The 
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there was no injuſtice in depriving, by this law of confiſcation, a 


virtuous family of their means of ſupport, becauſe it was impoſſible i 
to puniſh any offender without occafioning ſome detriment to his 
If a fine were impoſed upon a criminal, it took away, 
perhaps, a ſum neceſſary for the maintenance of his wife and chil- 
dren ; if impriſonment were his puniſhment, it deprived them of i 
the fruits and advantages of his induſtry; if death were the ſentence, 

his execution neceſſarily plunged the whole circle of his relations 
This was undoubtedly true; but it muſt 
be remembered that the misfortunes ſuſtained by the family in ſuch | 


family. 


into the dcepeſt diſtreſs. 


caſes, are the natural and neceſſary conſequences of the puniſhment 
inflicted upon the delirq ent, and not the effect of any law againſt 
themſelves. And ſtrange, indeed, did that man reaſon who, be- 
cauſe a convict could not endure any kind of puniſhment without 
effecting in a greater or leſs degree thoſe with whom he was nearly 
connected, would therefore add to their ſufferings, would aggravate 
their ſorrows, would plant thorns in the paths of miſery. 

Enough, Mr. Hobhouſe thought, had been ſaid to make it ap- 
parent that nothing could palliate the injuſtice of taking from the 
child of a traitor his paternal inheritance ; and if that were not 
vindicable, ſtill leſs ſo was corruption of blood. An example 
might, perhaps, ſerve to render this ſubject clear to thoſe who 
are unaccuſtomed to legal inveſtigation. A grandfather is ſeized 
of an eſtate in fee, his ſon, who has a family, commits treaſon, 
is tried, convicted, judged, attainted, and executed. By the law of 
forfeiture his children cannot ſucceed to his lands or tenements in 
the courſe of deſcent; by the horrid doctrine of corruption of 
blood, the innocent children and their deſcendants cannot inherit 
the eſtate even of their innocent grandſire. The inheritable blood 
of the traitor being conſidered as extinct, no perſon whatſoever can 
claim any hereditaments through him. Surely gentlemen muſt 
recoil from the contemplation of theſe poſthumous ſeverities. Little 
leſs terrible was the law of the Macedonians and Perſians, which 
doomed to death, not only the traitor, but even his diſtant kindred, 
my his whole race. He could not help recollecting, while he 
was upon this part of his ſubject, the famous Golden Bull of Ger- 
many, which enaQs, that although the lives of the ſons of thoſe who 
conſpire to kill an eleQor, are ſpared by the mere bounty of the Em- 
peror, yet they ſhould be deprived of eligibility to all offices of ho- 
wur or emolument, ſhould be deprived of the rights of ſucceſlion to 
all property, to the end that being always poor and neeeſſitous, 


they may for ever be accompanied by the infamy of their father, 


— 
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honourable Member (Mr. I. H. Browne) had alſo contended, that f 1 | 


ay | 
n livi 
uſt r 
blood 


that h 
from 
inheri 


elicf 
worſt 
ad b 
from 
tion © 
Juſtic 
Houf 
AVOW! 
feitur 
ruptie 
oppre 
kinge 
its ec 
ture 
may, 
ſtand 
High 
indee 
clina 
the f 
ther 


ONS. 


that 79 N 
on, a 
ſible 
o his 9 a 
way, 2 that his children, and all bis claimants deriving title through him 
chil- 
2m of 


ence, 


tions 
muſt 
ſuch 


ment 
gainſt 
„ be- 
thout 
nearly 
ravate 


it ap- 
m the 


e not 
imple 

who 
ſeized 
eaſon, 
law of 
nts in 
ion of 
nherit 
blood 
er can 

muſt 
Little 
which 
ndred, 
ile he 
Ger- 
e who 
> Em- 
of ho- 
10n to 
Iitous, 
ather, 


. x q 
"8 
* 
8 
1 
1 


ay languiſh in continual indigence, and may find their puniſhment 
n living, and their relief in dying.” The ſame inhuman language 
uft now, he ſaid, be uſed by the advocates for corrupting the whole 
blood of the traitor. They would interrupt the courſe of deſcents, 


from any remoter anceſtor, might never know the advantages of 


inheritance, and thus find “ their puniſhment- in living and their 


elicf in dying.” It was on account of the rigour attendant on this 
worſt conſequence of attainder, that many high authorities, as he 
ad before hinted, who thought that forfeiture ought not to be eraſed 
from our criminal code, were deſirous of putting an end to corrup- 
tion of blood. Some of thoſe authorities he would now name. Mr. 
Tuſtice Blackſtone, a name which could not be mentioned in that 
Houſe, or any other place, without exciting feelings of reſpect, had 
avowed that opinion. Having ſtated in his commentaries that for- 
feiture of lands was a doctrine of the old Saxon law, but that cor- 
ruption of blood was of feudal origin, he ſaid that © as every other 
oppreſſive mark of feudal tenure is now happily worn away in theſe 
kingdoms, it is to be hoped, that this corruption of blood, with all 
its connected conſequences, not only of preſent eſcheat, but of fu- 
ture incapacities of inheritance, even to the twentieth generation, 
may, in proceſs of time, be aboliſhed by AQ of Parliament, as it 
ſtands upon a very different footing from the forfeiture of lands for 
High Treaſon, affecting the King's perſon or Government. And, 
indeed, the Legiſlature has, from time to time, appeared very in- 
clinable to give way to ſo equitable a proviſion, &c.” What were 
the ſentiments expreſſed by a noble Lord, now a Member of ano- 
ther Aſſembly, (Lord Auckland) in his excellent treatiſe on the 
principles of the penal law? He agreed with Mr. Juſtice Black- 
ſtone, and declared that “ with pleaſure he ſaw the approach of 
that day, when the poſthumous rigours of forfeitures would ceaſe ; 
and the impediments of deſcent no longer affect a blameleſs poſte- 
rity.” And in another paſſage the*ſame judicious author had ſaid, 
* we may ſafely conclude that corruption of blood, with all its end- 
leſs conſequences, will have a ſpeedy and total abolition, as any 
farther intervention of Parliament therein would be contrary to the 
ſacred regard due to national compaQs.” This laſt ſentiment, Mr. 
Hobhoufe faid, reminded him of another ground upon which he op- 
poſed the principle of the bill. 

An honourable Baronet (Sir Francis Burdett) had deelared, "that 
any attempt to perpetuate forfeiture and corruption of blood was 
contrary to the terms of Union with Scotland. The . honourable 


gentleman (Mr. I. H. Browne) who followed his worthy friend in 
3 
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the debate, had denied the propoſition. He (Mr. Hobhouſe) mul, 
however, take the liberty of aſſerting, that the former of thoſe gen. 
tlemen was not miſtaken; unleſs, indeed, the noble Lord, whoſk * 
language he had that moment quoted, was miſtaken, and unleſs 7 
Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, who had expreſsly ſaid that the 7th of 3 
Anne, 21, was the effect of a compromiſe” 


ſpeQing a fact fo ealily aſcertainable. 
the time of the Union, that the law upon ſo important a branch off 
the penal code as that of treaſon, ſhould be rendered uniform i inf 


both countries. This appeared by the very preamble to the Natur 
of Anne. 


of treaſon was, in ſome reſpects, milder than in England. The 
Houſe of Lords reſiſted; and at length it was agreed that, if Scot. 
land would conſent to make itſelf liable to the Engliſh forfeitures 
and corruption of blood for a time, namely, until the death of the 
then Pretender to the Throne, thoſe ſeverities ſhould from that period 
be annuled in every part of Great Britain. This was the ſhort 
hiſtory of that tranſaction. By a clauſe in the 17th of Geo. II. 
e. 39, the effect of the ſtatute of Anne was ſuſpended until the 
death of the ſons of the Pretender, one of whom only was now 
living, an aged man, the laſt of the Stuart line. This ſuſpending 
clauſe was declared by Mr. Fazakerly, an eminent lawyer of that 
day, to be ſubverſive of the conditions of the Union. If then a 
proldngation of the exiſtence of theſe poſthumous rigours beyond 
the period aſſigned by the ſtatute of Anne were a breach of faith, 
what muſt be thought of this meaſure, which had for its object the 
perpetuation of them? Well, therefore, might the honourable 
Baronet exclaim, What a leſſon do you here hold out to Ire- 
land!“ You declare, ſaid Mr. Hobhouſe, that “ an incorpora- 
tive Union between England and Ireland would be for the happi- 
neſs of both countries. Ireland, enchanted with her independence, 
refuſes to liſten to you even for a moment. You perſevere, and 
determine to record upon your journals the fair, liberal, and ad- 
vantageous propoſals upon which you are willing to ground your 
treaty. But what is the language of this bill? Incorporative 
Union has no fundamental laws for its baſis; from the inſtant it 
as taken place, the ſovereignty is in the United Parliament, which 

may enact r it deems for the public good, without any re- 
ane to previous conditions, without adherence to engagements, ot 


— 


Ho 
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between the two! 4 
countries of Scotland and England, had ſtrangely miſled himſelf re. 44 


It was thought deſirable at h 


The Engliſh Houſe of Commons maintained, that this 2 
uniformity would be beſt effected by the abolition of forfeiture] 
and corruprion of blood throughout the united kingdoms ; and inf 
that idea it was ſupported by the Scotch nation, whoſe puniſhmentÞ 
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nation additional diſguſt againſt your favourite project of an Union? 
Qin this light the bill is no leſs ;impolitic than unjuſt and inhuman.” 
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Muſt not this bill then excite in the Iriſh 


Mr. Hobhouſe next ſaid, that as he believed he had refuted all 
the arguments adduced by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt (Mr. I. H. Browne), he ſhould now advert to what had fallen 
from the honourable gentleman (Mr. Abbot) who had brought for- 
ward the meaſure. © The honourable gentleman had obſerved, that 
if forfeiture and corruption of blood, in caſes of high treaſon, were 
ſuffered to expire, there would be an inconſiſtency in our laws, be- 
cauſe thoſe puniſhments were annexed to many kinds of felony ; 
and that thus the man, who ſhould take away the life of his Sove- 
reign, or excite rebellion and civil war in the country, would be leſs 
puniſhable than him who was guilty of an offence much inferior to 
the crimen leſæ majeſiatis. This certainly was true; but there was 
an obvious remedy —* by one general and undiſtinguiſhing ſtatute 
ſweep away forfeiture and corruption of blood, the principle of 
which admits of no juſtification or excuſe, and the inconſiſtency is 
cured. And with reſpe& to the life of the Sovereign, that is ſuffi- 
ciently protected by the ſtatute 25th of Edward III. c. 2, by which 
an intention to deſtroy the King | is made equivalent to the * 
murder of one of his ſubjeQts.” 

Another argument in ſupport of this bill was derived from the 
peculiar circumſtances of the times. Both the honourable gentle- 
men, Mr. Abbot and Mr. I. H. Browne, had inſiſted much on this 
topic. A neighbouring country on the Continent, we were told, 
had furniſhed an unhappy proof of the baneful tendency of Jacobi- 
nical principles—ſuch principles, wherever they had been received, 
had carried deſtruction in their train. Were not ſecret ſocietjes 
formed, upon the French model, in this country, for the wicked 
purpoſe of undermining our Conſtitution, our Religion, and our 
Laws, and ſubſtituting, in the room of ſubordination and regular 
Government, the horrors of anarchy and. revolutionary tyranny ? 
Was it not evident, ſaid one of theſe honourable gentlemen (Mr. 
Abbot) by the Report of the Secret Committtee, that treaſon was 
prevalent at this moment, even in England? Mr. Hobhouſe ob- 
ſerved that, taking for granted all the ſtatements in that report, 
there was no treaſon among the lower orders of men, who were not 
likely to pay much regard to forfeitures and confiſcations. He 
referred to one-of the documents contained in the Appendix, enti- - 
tled, © An Addreſs from the Secret Committee of England to. the 
Executive Directory of France ;” in which, faid ke, - it- was natu- 
ral for them to magnify their conſequence, and boaſt, provided-it _ 
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could be done with the leaſt ſemblance of truth, of their great num- 


[Commons, 


guage of that addreſs ? 


none of the opulent can be found to act in our behalf :” 


be ineffeRual : and ſtrange it was, in pleading for the continuance 
of laws, to appeal to their inefficacy. It would be more conforma- 
ble to good ſenſe to apply for the repeal of ſuch uſeleſs laws, and to 
contend, either for the introduction of others of a ſevere complexion, 
better adapted to exiſting circumſtances, or for the adoption of mil- 
der meaſures and a more lenient ſyſtem. The latter was the con- 
clufion which he (Mr. Hobhouſe) inferred from the Report of the 
Secret Committee. How different then were the impreſſions which 
that Report had made upon his mind, from thoſe which it had ex- 
cited inthe breaſt of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Abbot) to whom 
the peruſal of it had ſuggeſted the propriety of bringing forward this 
meaſure! Had not the Secret Committee allowed that, notwith- 
ſtanding the attempt to ſuppreſs ſeditious lectures by the new Trea- 
ſon and Sedition Ads in 1796, debating ſocieties had only aſſumed 
another ſhape, and directed their views to the fame pernicivus ob- 
jects? Had not the Secret Committeee ſtated that, after the paſ- 
fing cf thofe bills, the London Correſponding Societies diſpatched a 
miſſionary, Mr. John Gale Jones, to the affiliated ſocieties in the 
country, to inſtruct them that their meetings might be continued 
with ſafety ? They were only to take care that their ſections ſhould 
not amount to more than forty-nine. The ſame would have been 
done had the law reſtricted the number to twenty or ten, each meet- 
ing would be compoſed of one leſs than the ſtatute prohibited. How 
impolitie, how dangerous was it, Mr. Hobhoufe exclaimed, to pre- 
vent the people from openly diſcuſſing meaſures of a public nature! 
If miſchievous conſequences followed, a Government was prepared 
for and might defeat them ; but when men are nat permitted pub- 
licly to aſſemble, and inquire into their real, or only fancied ęrie- 
vances, they were driven to the adoption of ſecret meetings, whoſe 
- defigns, if bad, are not ſo eaſily detected, and of courſe not ſo eaſily 
counteradted. Had not the Secret Committee declared, that means 


were found to reſiſt and evade thoſe bills, and that the conſpirators 


had filently and ſecretly purſued their attempt to poiſon the minds 
of the lower orders with unabating perſeverance, and by ſending in- 
 cendarics into the fleet for the wicked purpoſe of tainting the na- 
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Rona! 
bers of wealthy adherents ; and he then aſked, what was the lan- 


It was to this effect: We have no lea- 8 

. . - . . = 9 1 ate 0 
der, avarice and cowardice have ſeized upon the minds of the rich, Mience 
But if it 
were ſuppoſed that the Traitorous Societies, faid to abound in this 


country, had been joined by many perſons of rank or property, then Greg. 
the rigorous penalties, now under conſideration, had been proved to. i 
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f Ponal ſtrength, and converting the natural defence of the country 
an- 


lea- 1 
rich, 
if it A 
this 8 
then 1 


nto an inſtrument of its ruin, had brought theſe kingdoms into a 
ate of more imminent danger than they had ever before expe- 
Mr. Hobhouſe then deſired to know, whether he had 
ot the authority of the late Secret Committee in ſupport of his po- 
ition, that a ſyſtem of ſeverity and terror was not calculated to ſup- 
preſs traitorous and ſeditious pratices? Nay, the hiſtory of every 


age, and the experience of every nation teſtified the ſame truth. In 


hat country were treaſon and rebellion ſo ſeverely puniſhed as in 

\ (ia, where offenders of that deſcription were not only made to ſuf- 
fer a cruel death, but the whole family involved in the ſame deſtrue- 
tion; and yet in what country were ſuch crimes ſo frequent? Did 
not the Republic of Rome become more flouriſhing ? Did it nor, 
indeed, riſe to the greateſt height of proſperity after the enactment 
of the Porcian Law, which virtually repealed the exiſting maſs of 
ſanguinary puniſhments, by exempting every Roman citizen from 
ſentence of death? When the cruel ſyſtem was again reſorted to 
under the Emperors, did not treaſon and revolt become very preva- 
lent? Did not the Empire groan under every ſpecies of calamity, 
and finally fink into decay and ruin? Did not our own hiſtory 
afford a ſtriking example of the ſame kind ? Was it not crowded 
with accounts of civil wars, plots and conſpiracies? What terrify- 
ing effect then had been produced by the horrid train of death, Saxon 
forfeiture, and feudal corruption of blood? This argument, from ex- 
perience, was a complete anſwer to thoſe gentlemen, who thought 
that men, who had no regard for lifc, were reſtrained from embark- 
ing in rebellious enterprizes by a tenderneſs for their offspring, and 
that treaſons were thus rendered leſs frequent. It had been ſaid by 
an honourable gentleman (Mr. H. Browne) that thoſe who entered 
into conſpiracies againſt the ſtate, were mere men of ſtrong paſſions, 
of ardent and enthuſiaſtic minds, and muſt, therefore, be oppoſed 
by ſtrong puniſhments : but he (Mr. Hobhouſe) was inclined to draw 
a different concluſion from the ſame fact, which he allowed to be 
true. Men of ſuch inflammable diſpoſitions were not likely to be 
affected by a remote conſideration of the poſſible diſtreſs they might 
bring upon their families : the probability of ſucceſs would alone 
determine them, in contempt not only of death, but the cruel conſe- 
quences of attainder. Mr. Hobhouſe then concluded with the fol- 
lowing appeal to the Chair: Would you, Sir, prevent the ſpread 
of Treaſon and Sedition ? it is to be accompliſhed not by coercive 
laws, not by rigorous puniſhments ; but by the correction of abuſes, +. 
by the redreſs of grievances, by the mildneſs of your Government. 
Thus you take away from the ambitious and the deſperate every . 
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engine es to work upon the minds of the lower orders, 1 others 
There is no truth of which I am more ſtrongly convinced than 1 . 
this that no inſurrection, on the part of a people, for the pur- A 
poſe of effecting a change in the form of Government, can ever rife 1 
to a formidable height, if their freedom be not violated, if oppreſ- 4 
ſion be not ſuffered to exiſt. 
From every view I am led to take of this ſubject, I muſt op- 
poſe, Sir, your leaving the Chair. I wiſh I could flatter myſelf 
that the Houſe was likely to concur in the ſentiments I have ex- 7 
preſſed; for I ſhould then indulge the pleaſing proſpect that, upon a 
the deceaſe of the Cardinal of York, men would be no longer lia- 
ble to be tried, after their bones had been depoſited in the ſepulchre 
of their anceſtors, that the ſacred filence of the grave would be no 
longer profanely diſturbed, and that innocent orphans and their poſ- M 
drin, would be no longer devoted to infamy and ruin. on ff 
Mr. JONES faid it had been obſerved, that the Jacobins in M 
this country amounted to 80,000. He did not believe there were ſhoul 
near that number ; but he was very ſure the prefent meaſure would ber 
tend *o create them. It was hard to viſit the fins of the father upon for pe 
the children. He approved of the principles upon which his ho- He n 
nourable friend oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair, and ſaid he WY 
ſhould certainly vote with him. migt 
The Houſe divided on the queſtion for the Speaker's leaving the that 
chair—Ayes, 57; Noes, 8. Majority, 49. NAY 
The Houſe then reſolved into the Committee. | coule 
The Report was afterwards received, and agreed to, and the bill they 
ordered to be read a third time on the following day. enlat 
Lord HAWKESBURY moved the order of the day for the the | 
Houſe to take into conſideration the Report of the bill for the of 0 
improvement of the port of London. He ſaid he had had ſome _ 
converſation on the ſubje&t with gentlemen who were intereſted in I 
this buſineſs, and he had found that there were ſome verbal inaccu- this 
racies which it would be neceſſary to correct, therefore, the altera- men 
tions would only be verbal. He ſhould then move, that the bill the 1 
be recommitted, and would fix on Friday next for the third ſonn 
reading. tlem 
Mr: Alderman COME expreſſed a wiſh that ſome compen- ny 
ſation ſtiould be made to the tackle-porters for the loſs they muſt of by 
ſaftain in conſequence of this bill. | og Wo 
Lord HAWKESBURY faid that all perfons who ſhould fuffer * 


by this bill, might lay their claims before the Cominiſſionets ap- man 
pointed by the bill, from whom they ſhould receive compenſation : ence 
ald that *tackle-porters ſhould be mentioned in the "bill | Anon ad 
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others entitled to demand compenſation. The report was then 


order to be received on the next day. 


Lift of the Minority againſt the Treaſon Forfeiture Bill, 


W. Plumer, F. Laurence, 
W. Huſſey, W. Jolliffe, 

H. C. Combe, J. Martin, 

T. Jones, Sir W. Pulteney. 


Tellers — Sir F. Burdett and B. Hobhouſe. 


Wedneſday, June 26. 


Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL moved the order of the day, 
on the Bill for preventing Combination among Workmen. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair. He 
ſhould not go over the ground which he had trodden on a former night, 
when he ſupported his honourable friena's (Sir F. Burdett) motion 
for poſtponing the Millwrights' Combination Bill for three months. 
He had then ſhewn the evil conſequences of legiſlative interference 
in regulating the price of proviſions, or the price of wages, which 
might be conſidered as the property of the induſtrious. He had at 
that time, alſo, obſerved, that combinations among workmen were 
more eaſily broken than combinations among maſters, becauſe it 
could not be long before their finances were exhauſted, and then 
they muſt apply for employ. It was needleſs, therefore, for him to 
enlarge upon that topic, which was no doubt a ſolid objection againſt 
the principle of this bill. He ſhould advance another argument 
of a different kind, which appeared to him worthy of the conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe. 

If it were agrecable to ſound policy to legiſlate upon ſubjects of 
this nature, a better remedy againſt ſuch combinations among work- 
men might be ſuggeſted, than a meaſure which virtually ſuperſeded 
the trial by Jury. The common law puniſhment (fine and impri- 
ſonment) would be fully adequate to the offence, if a learned gen- 
tleman in office, whom he did not then fee in his place, (the Attor- 
ney General, ) had carried into effect the intention he had announced 
of bringing in a bill to render trials for miſdemeanours more ſpeedy. 
Workmen, charged with conſpiring to raiſe their wages might now 
put off their trials for fix months, or longer ; if the learned gentle- 
man had adopted his propoſed means of defeating ſuch delay, nothing 
more would now be wanting. Since, therefore, reſort might be 


had to ſo obvious and ſo good a remedy, he har „ could 
You. IX; K 
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not conſent to a bill which rendered the trial by Jury uſeleſs, (a trial | lature 
gradually loſing ground in the country), and gave the power en- Bar 
tirely into the hands of the Magiſtrates. If he failed in preventing 4 155 b 
this bill from going into a Committee, as no doubt would be the doing 
caſe, he ſhould propoſe an amendment in one of the clauſes, F Tl 

The Houſe then went into a Committee. I Com: 


Mr. HOBHOUSE then roſe and ſaid, that he truſted ec 
which ſhould fall from him would be conſtrued into any diſreſpect 
againſt Juſtices of the Peace, of whom, as a body, he entertained a f 
very high opinion. As the trial by Jury was in effect taken away, I 
and authority given to the Magiſtracy to commit to the Houſe of | 3 
Correction any perſon convicted before them, even * of an indirect 
endeavour to prevent a journeyman hiring himſelf,” &. &c. he 
thought that more than one Magiſtrate ſhould” be required upon | 
ſuch trials. There was ſcarcely a ſingle manufacture in the coun. | 
try in which the maſters were not guilty of combinations ; yet an 


attempt to make them liable to a commitment to the Houſe of Cor- | __ 

| reQion, on conviction before one Juſtice of the Peace, would be Duke 
deemed monſtrous. If men were liable to be tried for an expreſ- His c 
fion, or a ſuppoſed inſinuation, and were to loſe the advantage of Ieavit 
being brought before twelve of their countrymen, it was — too * 
much to transfer the juriſdiction into the hands of one Magiſtrate, "OY 
He ſhould, therefore, move, that inſtead of the words © before one 3 
or more Magiſtrates, be inferted .** two or more Magiſtrates.” up at 
This motion, after ſome oppoſition from Mr. Buxton, Mr. Elli- M 

ſon, and Mr. Solicitor General, and a reply from Mr. Hobhouſe, empt 
was rejected without a diviſion. Fliz: 
The Committee then went through the ſeveral clauſes, and filled Ml once 

up the blanks ; and the Report was ordered to be received on the Bl centu 
following day. V 
— — 3 right 

M 

HOUSE OF LORDS. the V 


| Friday, Fune 28. * 
The Lord Chancellor brought in a bill to enable His Majeſty f * t 


| to appoint any perſon His Majeſty may think fit to- be a Baron of = 
the Exchequer without being. firſt appointed Serjeant at Law, as is 
the cuſtomary proceeding, previous to the raiſing perſons from the & 
Bar to the Bench. The Chancellor obſerved, that it being now the 4 
period of the receſs of the Courts of Law, Mr. Chambre could not "09 
be advanced to the degree of 3 without an act of the Lacie 1 
2 : 
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3 lature ; but His Majeſty being ſolicitous to appoint that gentleman 


_ a Baron of the Exchequer, the preſent bill was propoſed for the pur- 
ing 4 — of removing the obſtacles which in point of form prevented his 
me # doing ſo. 
Y The bill went through its ſeveral ſtages, and was ſent to the 
Commons. 
ing — — 
pes 
d a | HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Va I 
e of a Friday, June 28. 
irect 


The order of the day for the commitment of the Duke of Rich- 
mond's Annuity Bill was moved. 
Pen Mr. GREY ſaid, that he did not know, in the firſt ae 
whether the grant which the Duke of Richmond was poſſeſſed of, 


1 rs vas rateable to the poor rates or not. A claim, however, had 
Cor- been made by the pariſh of All Saints, a diſtreſs was made on the 
d be Duke's goods, and to try action entered on the merits of the claim, 
preſ- His object was to introduce a clauſe in the bill, for the purpoſe of 
e of leaving that claim open to judicial deciſion. The ſum rateable was 
too no leſs than 21, 00l. on which the pariſh had a claim. Had 
rate, this been decided before the bill was brought in, the public might 
3 have been enabled, in caſe it was found rateable, to have taken it 
: up at a much ſmaller ſum than its preſent eſtimate. 

Elli- Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL maintained the right of ex- 
ouſe, emption this grant had from aſſeſſment. It continued ſo far from 

Elizabeth down to the preſent time, and the idea of aſſeſſing it never 
_ once occurred till within theſe twenty months; through a * 


century no rate was ever once made. 
Mr. GREY expreſſed a wiſh to know whether the pariſh had a 
right to try the claim, though this bill ſhould paſs into a law. | 
Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL anſwered in the negative, as 
the pariſh never was in poſſeſſion of the right. 
Mr. Grey then withdrew the clauſe. 
Mr. TIERNEY urged the propriety of confidering the merits 
of the claim, as the annual rent of the grant, ſubje& to the rate of 
48. might be reduced from 20,0001. to 15,000. and in the re- 


a: 5 demption a ſaving might be made. 

3 Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that for more than a century the 
w the Property had been free from burden, and if by ſtrict eonſtruction of 
a | law it ſhould be deemed to be liable, ſtill it ought not to be ſo in 


Legiſ- equity. For what was the rate which made any property rateable ? 
K 2 
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It was that by bringing ſervants, &c. into a pariſh, a man might A 
bring a charge upon it. Now this property could bring no burden 
of that kind. The annuity which the noble family were willing to 4 
accept, was one which, upon the whole, made the Crown a gainer 


l by the tranſaction. A 
[8 The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the Bill; the 1 
| i clauſes were gone through, and the report was ordered to be re- ! 1 
| ceived on Monday. I the 
Lord Hawkeſbury moved the order of the __ on the London | 9 
I Wet- Dock Bill. on | 
1 il Mr. Alderman CURTIS preſented a petition on behalf of the 4 orde 
it ward of Tower, praying for a compenſation to them, &c. which | the 
un was ordered to be laid on the table. He 
| | The bill was read a third time; and on the queſtion that the bill | = 
i if do paſs, = the! 
4 9 Mr. MANNING, on oehalf of the Weſt India Merits = 
I renewed his objections to the compulſory clauſe : and Lord J 
4 HAWKESBURY recapitulated his former arguments in favour of © 
lat the clauſe .—after which the Houſe divided. For the clauſe, 5.4; | Ha 
"al Againſt it, 19. | __ 
The bill was then paſſed. tha 
A Meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, their Lordſhips | 
had paſſed a bill for diſpenſing with the form of calling a Barriſter 9 
at Law to the degree of Serjeant, previous to his being n 
one of the Barons of the Exchequer. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that a vacancy had now taken 
place on the Bench of the Barons of the Exchequer, and the gen- 
tleman (Mr. Chambre) on whom His Majeſty's appointment to that 
office had fallen, was not' called to the degree of Serjeant at Law. Jef 
He could not, by the rules of Law, take on him the office of Ba- if 
ron of the Exchequer wichout being called to the degree of Serjeant; Gr 
that could only be done in term. He therefore ſubmitted that this wh 
bill ſhould go through all its ſtages immediately. The bill recited 
that the office of one of the Barons of the Exchequer had become the 


vacant, and could only be filled by a perſon called to the degree of 
Serjeant at Law; that the perſon appointed to that office ſhall be WI 


called to that degree before the Lord Chancellor, without any of the cal 
other ceremonies uſual on calling a Serjeant. ſh 

The bill then went through all its ſtages, and was returned 90 it 
the Houſe of Lords. | the 
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on Friday next. 
order that noble Lords might have time to make up their minds on 


DEBATES. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, July 1. 


The Houſe proceeded to hear Counſel in favour of the Slave- 


Limitation Bill, and the whole of the proceedings on the part of 
the oppoſers and ſupporters of the bill being gone through, 


Lord GRENVILLE moved, that the bill be read a ſecond time 
He ſaid, he wiſhed to put it off to that day, in 


the different arguments, as well as the evidence for and againſt it. 
He did not then mean to anticipate what he ſhould ſay on Friday 
next; but he would juſt obſerve, that he conceived it the duty of 
their Lordſhips, as men who regarded the deareſt intereſts of their 
country, and as juſt men, to paſs the preſent bill. 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE ſaid, that he 
conceived, on the ſame principles with the noble Secretary, that the 
Houſe ought not to paſs the bill. He would ſecond the noble Lord's 
motion for putting off the ſecond reading to Friday ; and move 
that the Lords be ſummoned for that day, which was ordered. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, July T. 


Lord HAWKESBURY brought up a bill to enable His Ma- 
jeſty by an Order of Council to prohibit the Exportation of Corn, 
if neceſſary, and to permit the Importation of Corn and other 
Grain, free of duty, if eireumſtances ache render it necetary, 
which was read a firſt time. 

Mr. BUCKNALL objeQed to giving bounties, on the idea 
that this was the object of the bill. 

Mr. BUXTON faid, the only queſtion before the Hall was; 
whether Adminiſtration ſhould give permiſſion to import corn in 
caſe of neceſſity, and apply for an indemnity ;. or whether they 
ſhould, as now propoſed, come to the Houſe for its authority to do 
it if denne ſnould require? * — mode he thought 
the moſt conſtitutional. 


Lord HAWKESBURY aid, that this meaſure had no refer- 


ence to the caſe of giving a bounty, It was only giving the power, 


if the haryeſt ſhould be bad, to give permiſſion to import grain, 


tleman, and to ſtate, in the ſhape of reſolutions, ſeveral additional 


principles of the ſtatement were ſufficiently corre, there might yet | 
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duty free. He likewiſe was defirous to ſtate that the meaſure ought 
to excite no alarm. It might not be neceſſary to exerciſe the power 
granted by the bill, but he thought Miniſters would not have been I | 
juſtified if they had allowed the ſeſſion to cloſe without providing for 
any emergency that might ariſe. 1 
The bill was ordered to be read a ſecond time on the next day. 2 - 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved that the order for reſuming the 5 
adjourned debate on Mr. Tierney's reſolutions on Finance ſhould be | 1 
read, which being done, | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was his intention to propoſe 
ſeveral amendments to the refolutions moved by the honourable gen- 3 


* 
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facts, important to enable us to judge fully of the financial ſtate of f 
the country. The moſt diſtin&t mode he conceived would be to 
lay the reſolutions before the Houſe, with a view to their being 
printed previous to any diſcuſſivn. Though many of his amend- | 
ments were grafted upon thoſe of the honourable gentleman, and the 


be ſome intricacy in the comparifon— Befides, there were ſeveral | ©. 
new points, particularly the contraQted ſtate of the public debt under edeen 
the mode now purſued, and that of raifing the ſupplies by loan only. Mn the 


Upon the whole, he conceived it would be more ſatisfactory for the 
Houſe to be in poſſeſſion of the reſolutions, previous to their paſſing | 
their judgment upon them. For this purpoſe the reſolutions he in- 


Annui 
amour 


Lrelan 
tended to move would be printed and diſtributed to-night. He 4. 
ſhould therefore move, that the farther Gicuflion be poſtyoned till Watio 


Wedneſday. 


,00 
The following are copies of the ecfidutons: : 


1. That the amount of the public Funded Debt was, on the 
5th of January, 1786, 238,231,248). excluſive of Long and 
Short Annuities, and Annuities for Lives, to the amount of 
11,373, 550l. That on the 1ſt of February, 1793, Stock to the 
amount of 10, 242, lool. had been purchaſed by the Commiſſioners - 
for redeeming the National Debt ; and Annuities to the amount of 
19,8801. had fallen in, and had been carried to their account; re- 
ducing the actual amount of the Debt, on the 5th of January, 1793, pplie 
to. 227,989,1481. and the Annuities to 1, 293, 670l. And 6. 
that, on the 1ſt of February, 1799, Stock to the amount of 
28,677,6391. had been purchaſed by the Commiſſioners for re- 
deeming the. National Debt; and Annuities to the amount of 
119, 380l. had fallen in, and had been carried to their account; 
redueing the actual amount of Debt exiſting before the war, on the 
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Iſt of February, 1799, to 209, 553,5 591. and the Annuities to 
1 % * 

1 2. That the amount of the publie Funded Debt, ereated ſince 

4 e iſt of February, 1793 (including the amount to be created by 
s borrowed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, and excluſive 


. 1,502,633]. 3 per cent. Stock, and 230,000l. per annum 
; the Sl mnuitics, created by advances to the Emperor of Germany) was 
d be Bi. 5,602,7921. excluſive of Long Annuities to the amount of 
sz, z06l. per annum; of which 12,17 5, oool. is on account of 
poſe = reland, and 35, 250, oool. is provided for by the Tax on Income, 
gen- leaving a permanent Debt of 178,177,0001. charged on Great 
onal Britain. And that on the 1ſt of February, 1799, 8,704,08 21. 
te of ad been purchaſed by the Commiſſioners for redeeming the Na- 
a to ional Debt, reducing the ſaid permanent Debt, created fince the 
eng tn of January, 1793, to 169, 473, oool. excluſive of Long An- 
end- uities to the amount of 283, 206l. per annum, after 2 
I the he Annuities payable by Ireland. 
. 3. That the total amount of the permanent Funded Debt 
veral harged ori Great Britain (after deduQing the ſum of 37,38 1,77 11. 
nder i-deemed by and the Annuities fallen in to the Commiſſioners) was, 
only. pa the 1ſt of February, 1 799, 386, 902, oool. together with Short 
r the Annuities to the amount of 54, 130l. and Long Annuities to the 
ling mount of 987,947 l. after 5 the Annuities provided for by 
c m reland. 
He 4. That the ſum annually applicable to the reduction of the 
d till National Debt, in purſuance of the act paſſed in 1786, was 
„ooo, oool. = about 1-238th part of the capital of the per- 
anent Debt then exifting ; and for 1793 was 1,427,143. being 
n the bout 1-1 Goth part of the permanent Debt exiſting in 1793 ; and 
and may, for the year 1799, be eſtimated at 4, 5 oo, oool. being about 
it of {M1-80th part of the permanent Debt exiſting in 1799. 
o the 5. That the annual charge incurred by the permanent Debt, 
oners n the 5th of January, 1786, was 9, 297, oool. before any Fund 
nt of as created applicable to the reduction of the Debt; and on the 
; re- th of January, 1793, was 10, 325, oool. including 1, ooo, oool. 
793, pplicable to the reduction of the Debt. 
And 6. That the annual charge incurred by the permanent Debt, ere- 
nt of ted ſince the 5th of January, 1793 (including 316, oool. permanent 
WY ntereſt on Loan of the preſent ſeſſion) amounts to 8, 246, 21 51. per 
nt of nnum; of which 6,426,7551. is for Intereſt, Annuity, and Charges 
unt ; of Management, and 1,8 1, 460l. applicable to the reduction of 
1 the Debt; and that a farther charge of 497,7 351. per annum, is gua- 


\ 
3 
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ranteed by Parliament, in default of payment of the intereſt of cet 
tain Loans by His Majeſty the Emperor of Germany. E 1 
7. That the outſtanding demands on the 5th of January, 1 193 ; 
amounted to 1,327,1121. and on the 5th of January, 1799, t 
3307, 5411. the whole of which have been provided for, par | 
thereof in the former ſeſſion of Parliament, and the remainder in 
the preſent ſeſſion. 1 

8. That the unfunded Debt {excluſive of the anticipation in 


178 
the uſual form upon the Land and Malt Tax) on the 5th of 4 = a 
January, 1793, amounted. to 8,925,4221.. and on the 5th of . 2.2,” 
January, 1799, to 14,137,6861. ; of which 1,98 1,65 l. was 1 to J. 
provided for in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, leaving an un- Jani 


funded Debt of 12, 176, 033l. which increaſe of 3, 250, 61 11. 


1 
beyond the amount of the unfunded Debt on the 5th of January, from 
1793. Is occafioned chiefly from an addition of 1,000,000. Ex. was 
chequer Bills, and of an additional Navy Debt, ariſing from in- Jani 
creaſed demands during the war, and bearing no intereſt. Brit 

9. That the net produce of the permanent Taxes, exiſting on WF the 
the 5th of January, 1784, then amounted to 10,194,259]. and of 1 
that taxes were afterwards impoſed to defray the expences of the | Th 
war ending in 1783, amounting in 8 to 938, oool.; making Brit 
together 11, 132, oool. 19, 

Io. That the net produce of the — Taxes exiſting pre- 9,3 
vious to the year 1784, adding thereto about 98 3,001. impoſed, of | 
as above ſtated, in 1784 and 1785, and 137, oool. ariſing from mal 
the Conſolidation Act, and of duties impoſed in 1789, was, on the 17 
5th of January, 1793, 14, 284, oool. On the 5th of January, 17 
1794, 13,941,000l. On the 5th of January, 1795, | 
13,8 58, 00l. On the 5th of January, 1796, 13,557,000. Gre 


On the 5th of January, 1797, 14, 292, oool. On the 5th of 
January, 1798, 13,332,000l. On the Sch of January, 1799, Jan 
14,275, oool. And, on the 5th of April, 1799, 14,574,300. me! 
Which laſt ſum (after deduQing the duties arifing from the Confoli- 5th 


dation AR, and thoſe impoſed in 1789) exceeds the net produce of yea! 
the permanent Taxes on the 5th of January, 1784, together with Th 
that of the Taxes impoſed in 1784 and 1785, by 3, 305, oool. Bri 


11. That the actual nct produce of the Taxes, impoſed fince I4 
5th of January, 1793, amounted, in the year ending the 5th of 9,6 
April, 1799, to 7, 272, o43l.; and that, on part of theſe Taxes, of 


the produce for one year has not yet been received, and no part of ma] 
thoſe impoſed in the preſent year, eſtimated at 316,000]. I 7: 
12. That the total value of all imports into Great Britain, in 17 


the year ending the 5th of January, 1784, was 13,122, 235l. and 
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on an average of fix years, ending 5th of January, 1784, was 


11,690, 8291. That the total value of all Imports into Great 
Britain, in the year ending the 5th of January, 1793, was 
19,659,3581. and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of 
January, 1793, was 18,085,390l. That the total value of all 
Imports into Great Britain, in the year ending the 5th of January, 
1799, was 25, 65 4, oool. making an increaſe, as compared with 
1783, of 12,531,705l. and with 1792, of 5,994,6421.; and 
on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of January, 1799, was 
22,356,2961. ; making an increaſe, as compared with the average 
to January 5th, 1784, of 10,665,4671. and with the average t 

January 5th, 1793, of 3,670,906]. 

13. That the total value of Britiſh Manufactures, exported 
from Great Britain in the year ending the 5th of January, 1784, 
was 10,409,7131. and on an average of fix years ending 5th of 
January, 1784, was 8, 616,66. That the total value of 
Britiſh ManufaQtures exported from Great Britain in the year ending 
the 5th of January, 1793, was 18,336,8511. and on an average 
of fix years, ending the 5th of January, 1793, 14,77 1,0491. 
That the total value of Britiſh ManufaQtures exported from Great 
Britain in the year ending the 5th of January, 1799, was 
19,771,51o0l. making an increaſe, as compared with 1783, of 
9,361,7971. and with 1792 of 1,434,0591. and on an average 
of ſix years, ending 5th of January, 1799, was 17,154,3231. ; 
making an increaſe, as compared with the average to January 5th, 
1784, of 8,537,0631. and with the average to January 5th, 
1793, of 2,383,274l. 

1 4. That the total amount of foreign merchandize exported from 
Great Britain in the year ending the 5th of January, 1784, was 
4,332,9091. and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of 
January, 1784, was 4, 263, 930ol. That the total value of foreign 
merchandize exported from Great Britain in the year ending the 
5th of January, 1793, was 6, 568, oool. and on an average of fix 
years, ending the 5th of January, 1793, was 5, 468, 014l. 
That the total value of foreign merchandize, exported from Great 
Britain, in the year ending the 5th of January, 1799, was 
14,028,000l. ; making an increaſe, as compared with 1783, of 
9,095,0911. and with 1792, of 7, 460, oool.; and on an average 
of fix years, ending 5th of January, 1799, was 10, 791, oool. 
making an increaſe, as compared with the average to January 5th, 
1784, of 6,527,070l. and with the average to January 5th, 
1793, of 5,322,98061, 
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15. That the total ſum to be raiſed in Great Britain in the year 


1799, may be eſtimated as follows, viz. 

Intereſt of Public Funded Debt, Charges of Management, and 
Sinking Fund, on the 5th of January, 1799, after deducting in- 
tereſt payable by Ireland - L. 18,762, 024 

Intereſt, &c. to be incurred and paid 
between 5th of January, 1799, and 5th 
of January, 1800, on ſtock created by 
Loans in the preſent Seſſion, to the 
amount of 15,500,000. - - = - $510,000 

Intereſt on Exchequer Bills eſtimated 
to be the ſame as paid in the vear to 
the 5th of January, 1799, including 
204, 81 2l. on Land and Malt 356,847 

The Civil Liſt -- © - - 898,000 

Other charges on Conſolidated Fund, 
eſtimated to be the ſame as incurred in 
the year ending the 5th of January, 

I799, and adding 26,000]. for annui- 
ties granted in the preſent Seſſion of Par- 
liament - - - 3 

Civil Government of Scotland, eſti- 

mated as before - - - 111,973 
Penſions on Hereditary Revenue, ditto 55, 400 
Militia and Defſerters' Warrants, ditto 77,635 
Bounties for promoting Fiſheries, Li- 

nen ManufaQures, &c. eſtimated as before 344,076 

Charges of the Management of Re- 

venue, eſtimated as before - 1,589,437 


-- 


239,075 


Making the total of permanent charges to be de- 

frayed out of the groſs receipt of Permanent Revenue J. 22, 944, 467 
Supplies voted for 1799, excluſive of 

1,000,000l. to defray Vote of Credit 


1798 — - - -' _- . 29,047,000 
Advance to Ireland - — 3,000,000 
Vote of Credit for prob able Contin- 

gencies = - = $3,000,000 


Intereſt payable for Imperial Loans, 497,735 


Making together for the ſervice of the year 1799, 36,444,73 5 


And making in the whole the ſum of = - FL. 59,389, 202 


7 
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16. That the groſs receipt of the Permanent Re- 
venue (after deducting repayments for over-entries, 
nd AF drawbacks, and bounties in the nature of drawbacks) 


in- F amounted in the year ending the 5th of April, 
DD  -. - >» - . 
F That the Tax on Income is eſtimated 


do produce for the year 1799, a ſum of 7,500,000 


4 That the Tax on Imports and Ex- 
ports may be eſtimated to produce a 
4 ſum of - — — 1 15,500,000 
3 That farther ſums are applicable to 
de ſervice of the year 1799, as follows: | | 
4 7th Inſtalment on Aid 1798 -, - 650, 0 | 
A Surplus of Conſolidated Fund in hand 
on the 5th of April — -. 4 521,000 
4 Repay ments from Grenada, a 
and Lottery - - — 1,200,000 


And that the remainder of the ſupply 
for the year 1799, is provided for by a 
Loan on account of Great Britain, of 15,500,000 


And a Loan for Ireland of- - 93,000,000 
And by Exchequer Bills to be iſſued | 
on the Vote of Credit - - 3,000,000 
_ — 32, $71,000 


Making in the whole the ſum of - L. 59, 644, ooo 

17. That eſtimating the groſs receipt of the permanent revenue 
to continue the fame as in the year ending the 5th of April 1799, 
and adding thereto the permanent taxes impoſed in this Seſſion of 
Parliament, calculated to produce 316, oool. the total amount to 
be raiſed by permanent and temporary taxes for the ſervice of the 

5467 year 1799, may be computed at the ſum of 36, o8, oool. 

18. That it appears by a Report of a Committee of this Houſe | 
in 1791, that the actual expenditure (including the annual million 
for the reduction of the Public Debt) on an average of five years 
of peace, ending the 5th of January, 1791, and including ſundry 
extraordinary expences for the armament of 1787, and for payments 
to American Loyaliſts, and other articles of a temporary nature, 


amounted to _— - L. 16,816,985 
But the Peace Efabliſhment was eflimated by the 
4,735 id Committee at — - — 1 5,969,178 
— And that the expence of the — 1792 amounted nearly to that 
9,202 ſum, 
Las 2 
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That the additional Permanent Charge incurred 
by the debt created fince 1793, excluſive of intereſt 
payable by Ireland, 1s - - „ 

That the additional charge to be incurred for in- 
ereaſed amount of Exchequer Bills outſtanding, is 

Intereſt on money for ſatisfying increaſed Navy 
Debt, at 3 per cent. at 75l. - — - - 

That the additional charge incurred on the Con- 
ſolidated Fund, is - - - 4 - 

That the additional charge incurred for a ſum an- 
nually voted for the redemption of debt, is — - 

And that the feature Peace Eſtabliſhment (exclu- 
ſive of any charges to be incurred by intereſt on ſums 
to be paid on winding up the expences of the war, 
and of the increaſe which may take place in the 
| Nayal or Military Eſtabliſhments, and alſo exclu- 
ſive of 497, oool. intereſt on Loans due by the 
Emperor of Germany, and guaranteed by Parliament) : 
may be eſtimated at - - - - - 24,723,047 

19. That the- produce of the tax on Income was originally eſti- 
mated at 10,000,000l. ; and that it is highly important, for 
inſuring the full benefit of the ſyſtem now adopted, that effectual 
meaſures ſhould be taken for rendering it produQive to that amount. 

20.' That during the continuance of the Tax on Income after 
the concluſiorf of the war, if the produce in future years ſhould 
amount, as ſo eſtimated, to 10,000,000]. the total annual expen- 
diture may be eſtimated at about 34,600,000). including therein 
the ſaid ſum of 10,000,000. applicable annually (over and above 
all other ſums in the hands of the Commiſſioners) to the reduction 
of debt. 

21. That the amount of 3 per cent. ſtock created in the years 
1798 and 1799, and of which the intereſt is to be defrayed, 
and the principal to be redeemed by the Tax on Income, is 
25,250,000l. 

22. That ſuppoſing the war to end with the year 1799, the 
3 per cent, ſtock to remain, on an average of three years after 
peace, at 80l. and the Tax on Income to produce 10, ooo, oool. 
per annum, the capital ſtock of 35, 250, oool. together with the 
intereſt payable thereon, would be redeemed about the month of 
April 1803; but ſuppoſing the Tax on Income to produce here- 
after only 7,500,090: (as eſtimated for the preſent year), the ſame 
capital will not be redeemed til} about the month of April 1805. 
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1 23. That ſuppoſing the war to continue during the year 1800, 
ee expence to be the ſame as in the preſent year, lo, ooo, oool. 
4 > be raiſed within the year by the Tax on Income, and 
1 4.500, oool. by Imports and Exports, in addition to the uſual 
1 ums in lieu of the Land and Malt, to the Lottery, and to 
4 z, 400, oool. which may be calculated to be the produce of the 
4 Conſolidated Fund (including impreſts and repayments expected in 
x 800), a Loan vill be requiſite to the amount of about 
x 5,000,000]. which (taking the 3 per cents. at 60) will produce 
capital of about 25,500,0001. of which (according to the plan 
J purſued in the preſent year) about 17, oo, oool. would be on the 
credit of the Tax on Income— making together, with the ſimilar 
N -apital created in 1798 and 1799, in the whole, capital ſtock to the 
amount of 52,000,0001. to be redeemed after the peace by the Tax 
on Income. 

That ſuppoſing the war to end at the concluſion of the year 
1800, and the price of the 3 per cent. ſtock to be, during the firſt 
five years of peace, on an average 80l. and the produce of the Tax 
on Income to be 10,000,000]. this capital would be diſcharged 
in about four years and an half from the 5th of April 1801, or 
nearly at Midſummer 1805; but ſuppoſing the Tax on Income to 
produce only 7,500,0001. the ſame capital will not be redeemed 
till near Michaclmas 1807. 

And that, during thoſe periods reſpectively, the . expendi- 
ture, excluſive of any charges which may ariſe from winding up 
the expences of the war, or from any increaſe in the Naval and 
Military Eſtabliſhments beyond thoſe of the laſt peace, but including 
the extraordinary ſums to be applied as above ſtated to the re- 
demption of Debt, would be about 34, Goo, oool. on the ſup- 
poſition of the Tax on Income producing 10,000, 000l. ; and 
32,100,000], on the ſuppoſition of its producing 7, 5 00, oool. 

24. That the ſums neceſſary to be raiſed by Loans for the 
ſervice of the years 1798, 1799, and 1 $00! ({uppoling the 
ſyſtem for raiſing ſuch a proportion of the ſupplies, as is before 
ſtated, within the year, had not been adopted) muſt have been eſti- 
mated as follows : 

For 1798, about /. 21,500,000 | 
I799 - - = | 24,000,000 
IBoo - - - 25,000,000 
Which, ſuppoſing the price of ſtocks to have been at 45, would 
have created a capital of 160,000,0001. 3 per cent. ſtock, and a 
permanent charge (including 1, per cent. for the reduction of the 
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capital) of 6,200,000]. annually ; which, ſuppoſing the capital 9 27. 


be redeemed by about forty years, would amount in the whole u erage 


248,000,000. ſterling, to be ultimately paid by the Public. e of 
25. T hat for every year of the war which might hereafter take me as 
place, ſuppoſing the expence thereof to amount to 25,000,000! peac 
to be defrayed by Loans, and the price of the 3 per cent. ſtock ie red 
be at Fol. a permanent charge would be incurred for the intereſt, F s orea 
and 1 per cent. on the capital, amounting to 2, ooo, oool. to remainſ W-atcs 
for a period, which may be eſtimated to be about forty years; and rty yi 
that the charge which would ſo be incurred for any five years of vat Mebt e 
fon the ſame ſuppoſition) would require permanent taxes to wel ven 
amount of 10, ooo, oool.; being equal to the amount of the ei. 28. 
mated produce of the e een tax which, according to the plan ebt c1 
now purſued, is impoſed upon Income. Ind ch 
26. That the total permanent charge for defraying the expences { Wb1c) 
of the years 1798, 1799, and 1800, according to the plan now on tt 
adopted, may be computed as follows : mour 
In 1798, Intereſt and Charges of 7,000,000). 168,0 


beyond what was borrowed on Credit of the Aid and. 
Contribution - - . - 3 77, oo 
In 1799, on 4, 5 oo, oool. beyond what was bor- | 


ated 
4 „28. 
the rt 


rowed on Credit of Tax on Income - - - 316,000 radu 
In 1800, on 5, ooo, oool. eſtimated to be bor- at al 
rowed in like manner, at 60l. - „„ 323,000 Loan 


* 


oul: 
um. 
may, 
and t 
amoi 


Making together - /. 1, 206, ooo 
Which, ſuppoſing the principal to be redeemed as 
before in forty years, would amount to - . 48,240,000 
- And adding thereto, for the year 1798, raiſed 


within the year by Aid and Voluntary Contributions woul 
and duty on Exports and Imports - = - 7,000,000 2 
For 1799, by tax on Income, and duty on Im- durit 
ports and Exports - - - = - $9,000,000 co re 
And for 1800, eſtimated to be raiſed in like manner, 11,500,000 part 
And alſo the produce of the tax on Income, eſti- acco 
mated as before, during four years and half of peace, of th 
for the redemption of 5 2, ooo, oool. capital - 45, ooo, ooo - t. 
| — — the 

Would make the whole ſum ultimately paid on tax 
account of the expences of theſe three years - - 120,740,000 ¶ cou 
Being leſs than the charge eſtimated to be created, by defraying c 
the like expences by Loans as before ſtated, by the ſum of above Ame 
1 28,000,000, ſterling. will 
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27. That ſuppoſing the price of 3 per cent. ſtock to be, on an 
hole wy 


rcrage after the year 1800, gol. in time of peace, and 751. in 


e. 4 me of war, and the proportion of peace and war to be nearly the 
er tau me as in the courſe of the laſt one hundred years the average price 
, ooch 3 peace and war would be about 851. The fund applicable to 
tock to Mie reduction of debt exiſting previous to 1793, will have reached 
nterei, s greateſt amount in i1808—The whole of the capital of debt 
remain 4 reated in each year of the preſent war, will be redeemed in abgut 
5 and rty years from ſuch year reſpectively ; and the whole of the capital 
of war Mebt exiſting previous to 1 793» will be redeemed in about torty- 
to thei : ven years from the preſent time. 
e eſii- 28. That from the year 1808 to 1833 (at which time the capital 
e plan e bt created in the firſt year of the preſent war would be redeemed, 
Ind the taxes applicable to the charges thereof would become diſpoſe- 
pences ble) taxcs would be ſet free in the courſe of each year of peace 
n nos on the ſuppoſition of the price of ſtocks before ſtated) to the 
mount of 133, oool. and in each year of war to the amount of 
68, oool. making (on the proportion of peace and war above 
ated) the total amount of taxes ſet free during that period 
7,000 % ,,. 284, oo0l. That the amount of the ſum annually applicable to 
the reduction of debt, would, in the courſe of the ſame period, 
6,000 Hradually riſe from 5, ooo, oool. to about 10, 400, oool. and may 
Wt a medium be computed at 7,7 oo, oool. That the permanent 
3,000 Loan to be borrowed in each year of war during the ſame period, 
ould, according to the ſyſtem now adopted, amount to the fame 
5,000 um. That the intereſt and 1 per cent. on the capital of ſuch Loan 
may, for every ſuch year of war, be computed at about 410,000l, 
5,000 Hand the total charge thereof would, on the ſuppoſition above ſtated, 
amount to 5,390,000l. exceeding the amount of the taxes which 
would be ſet free in the ſame period by-about 1,000,000. 
2,000 29. That ſuppoſing the charges occaſioned by each year of war 
during the period before ſtated, and the ſums raiſed within the year 
2,000 Eto remain as computed for the year 180c, the total amount of that 
0,000 part of the Loan neceſſary for the ſervice of every ſuch year (which, 
according to the plan now adopted, will be to be raiſed on the credit 
of the tax on Income) will be gradually decreafing during the whole 
2,000 of the period, in proportion as the ſums applicable in each year to 
— ble reduction of debt increaſe ; and that the period for which the 
tax on, Income muſt afterwards continue in time of- peace on ac- 
z,000 count of each year of war, will decreaſe in like manner. 
raying 30. That (on the ſuppoſitions before ſtated) taxes equal to the 
above amount of the charge created during each year of the preſent war 


will be ſucceſſively ſet free, from the year 1833 to 1840 incluſive, 
1 


* 
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to the amount in the whole of about 8,500,0001. That taxes "| f 
the amount of nearly 2, O00, oool. will alſo be ſet free from tl 


year 1833 to 1846 incluſive ; and farther taxes to the amount (| W 
4, 200, oool. (being the ſum applicable from 1808 to the e 2 hona 
tion of debt exiſting previous to 1793) will be ſet free abouf as in 
1846, when the whole of the ſaid debt is eſtimated to be re. cial 
deemed ; making in the whole, together with the taxes befor : eau 
ſtated to be ſet free from 1808 to 1832, near 19,000,000]. d 3 diſco 
taxes ſet free up to 1846. chat 
31. That ſuppoſing the ſame number of years of war to 1846, facte 
at the ſame rate of expence, the ſums neceſſary to be raiſed by 2 his 
Loans for defraying the ſame (if the ſyſtem for raiſing a portion «ll my 
the ſupplies within the year, as ſtated, Mould not be adopted) would _ 
amount in each year of the war to about 25,000,000]. the hae 1 wy 
to about 450,000,000]. ſterling; which, ſuppoſing the price of ance 
3 per cent. to be 5ol. on an average of war, would amount to foun 
900,000,000]. capital ſtock, and the intereſt and charges of 1 peri he \ 
cent. to 36,000,009. per annum; which, after deduQting abou a 
19, ooo, oool. taxes, eſtimated to be ſet free within the ſame at k 
period, would require an increaſe of W of permanent the 
taxes beyond thoſe now exiiting. he x 
aut 


Mr. TIERNEY ſaid he had no objeQtion to the delay pro- the 
poſed: his principle „ was, that as he had been favoured with and 


a copy of the reſolutions to be moved by the right honourable gen- on. 
tleman, he found there was very little difference between them. Juti 
The right honourable gentleman's alterations might be conſidered mig 
rather as additions than amendments. They had taken different 
points of view, but he did not think their differences of ſtatement COW 
were conliderable. This being the caſe, he wiſhed for another day on] 
being fixed. He was deſirous rather that the right honourable gen. the 
tleman would agree to let both ſets of reſolutions be entered upon city 
the Journals. He (Mr. Tierney) admitted that the right honour- lic 

able gentleman's figures were accurate, and he did not find that his the 
were conſidered wrong. Every man muſt form his own opinion, Co 
and nothing could better enable them to do ſo than being able fairly hin 
to compare the two refolutions. The right honourable gentleman 0 
aſſumed different data, and drew different coneluſions, particularly for 


in the mode of viewing the amount of the National Debt, as in &** 
1793 and 1799, and the amount of the Income Tax; variations 
that neceſſarily gave a variation in the reſults. Still, however, he 
found all his own figures among thoſe of the right honourable gen- 
tieman; : ſurrounded, indeed, in ſuch a manner, that he found it 


Fg 
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— 
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* 9 difficult to recogniſe his own children. For theſe reaſons he was 
m 1 rather averſe to have any freſh diſcuſſion on the ſubject. } 
unt p Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that there were many parts of the 

"RF honourable gentleman's reſolutions which he objected to, not merely 


redue. : : 
abon 25 inaccurate, but as preſenting falſe concluſions refpeQing our finan- 


as 1e. | cial ſituation. He conſidered the ſtatement of the honourable 
befor gentleman, though it might be arithmetically correct, as leading ta 
ol. off diſcouraging inferences ; while, on the contrary, he was convinced 

chat a full view of all the circumſtances would afford the moſt ſatis- 
factory and encouraging view of our ſituation. The fair reſult, in 
his mind, was, that though the public burdens were greater than at 


1846, 


* 
by 


ſed by i 

1 a any former period, there never was a period that preſented more 
2 ivocal appearances of ſtrength and opulence, or a more pleaſ- 

would unequ 18 8 P , P 


whole ; 
ice off 
unt to 
1 per 
about : 
> ſame 
nanent 


ing aſſurance of ample reſources. He thought it of great import- 
ance to impreſs that ſtatement, which he believed to be well 
founded, upon the public : and, fince the matter had been agitated 
he wiſhed it to be examined to the bottom. When the ſubje&k 
was diſcuſſed, he ſhould, therefore, take the liberty of ſtating, more 
at large, his reaſons for the Houſe rejeQing the concluſions which 
the honourable gentleman wiſhed to draw, and adopting thoſe which, 
he was convinced, a full and ample conſideration of the caſe would 
authorize. The Chancellor of the Exchequer then pointed out 
the ſtatement reſpecting the amount of the National Debt in 1793 


„ 


y Pro- 


d with and 1799, as leading to a wrong inference nor was this the 
le gen- only inſtance of the ſame kind in the honourable gentleman's reſo- 
| them. lutions. For theſe reaſons he perſevered in wiſhing that a day 
Bored might be fixed for the diſcuſſion. | 
ieren Mr. TIERNEY denied that he deſpaired of the ſtate of the 
tement country; for nobody was leſs diſpoſed to deſpond than himſelf. He 


only was deſirous that both ſtatements ſhould be recorded ; and that 
the right honourable gentleman and hiniſelf, as it were in the capa- 
city of counſel, ſhould put in their different ſtatements. "The pub- 
lie would then be able diſtinaly to conſider the ſubject, and draw 


her day 
le gen- 
d upon 


zonour— 

hat his their concluſions. He was averſe to any debate upon the ſubject. 

pinion, Conſcious of the ſuperiority of the right honourable gentleman to 

e fairly MW Þimſelf, he was ſure of being. beat there, though he was not afraid 

** to enter the liſts with him when the conteſt conſiſted. in reſolution 

;cularly for reſolution. He wiſhed, therefore, that the right honourable 

„as in gemleman would. agree to let both ſets of reſolutions go upon the 


Journals without farther debate. 


riations 5 | 
ver, he Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was always ſorry to object to 
le gen- any candid propoſition, but he could ſcarcely think that this was 


"nd i the caſe at preſent. The honourable gentleman confeſſed he 
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thought he ſhould be beaten, and therefore deelined the conteſt. 


The honourable gentleman had repreſented himſelf and him as . 
Counſel for different parties, while they could only be conſidered as 2 
both Counſel for one party, the Public. Admitting the alluſion to AF 
be correct, however, ſurely it would be rather extraordinary, that 11 
inſtead of calling for a deciſion, one of the Counſel ſhould propoſe 3 


that both parties ſhould give in their pleas, and yet ſhould only aſk Þ 
that they ſhould be recorded without any judgment from the 
Bench. | 5 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that he muſt remark that one of the | 
Counſel had a great deal of influence with the Judge, and that 
ſurely it. will not be altogether fair that the defendant's cafe ſhould 
be drawn up by the plaintiff's Counſel. 

'The debate was then adjourned till Wedneſday. 

The amendments made by the Lords in the bill for more effect. 
ually ſuppreſſing Seditious Societies, &c. being read, 

Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that ſome of them would have the 
effect of impoſing penalties on the ſubject which had not been im- 
poſed by this Houſe, while others of them went to augment thoſe | 
pecuniary penalties which the Houſe had thought proper to impoſe. 

He had therefore to remind the Houſe, that as theſe amendments 
fnterfered with the excluſive privilege of the Houſe to impoſe bur- 
dens on the people, it would be their duty to decide upon the buſi- 
neſs as their wiſdom ſhould ſuggeſt. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was impoſſible to proceed in 
the amendments as they now ſtood ; that the only mode that could 
be adopted, was to bring in a freſh bill, in which the objeRions | 
might be removed, and to poſtpone the farther conſideration of the 
amendments to this day three months. A motion to this effect 
was then made and agreed to. 

Leave was then moved for, and granted, * . in a new bill 
for the more effectual ſuppreſſion of Seditiou ieties, ; &e. The 

dill was ſoon after brought up, read a firſt and ſecond time, and 
ordered to be committed the following day. 


Medneſday, Fuly 3. 


Mr. D. P. COKE gave notice that he ſhould, early in the next 
ſeſſion, move for leave to bring in a bill to increaſe the number of 
Electors. He ſaid, it was well known that copyholders and euſ- 
tomary tenants had no right to vote at the election of Members to 
ſerve for counties. When that was firſt withheld, it was properly 
withheld, becauſe the copyholders and cuſtomary tenants were de- 

2 
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550 == pendent upon the will of the Lord. Every body, however, knew 
1 now that they had as good a title as the freeholder, and that the 
1 to Lord could not refuſe to admit them. He was alſo inclined to add 


another thing by analogy. As the law now ſtood, abſurd as it was, 


> bk a leaſcholder, whoghad forty ſhillings a year upon the life of a man 

aſi: of ninety-nine years of age, had a right to vote; but a man who 

the had a leaſe of forty pounds a year for ninety-nine years, had no right. 

— He therefore wiſhed gentlemen, during the receſs, to turn the 

the ſubject in their minds, and to conſider whether it would not be 

that proper to inveſt ſuch perſons with a right to vote if they had leaſes 

* for twenty, or, if the Houſe thought it more proper, for forty years. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that he ſhould ſimply move the 

Houſe into a Committee to conſider of the amount of the National 

FN Debt, the progreſs made towards the liquidation of it, the public 

revenue and expenditure, and the probable expenditure of a period 

- th of peace. In doing this, he defired to be underſtood as wiſhing 

1 principally to move his ſeveral reſolutions in their ſueceſſion, for 

thoſe dhe conſideration of the Committee; and chis being done, he ſhould 

poſe. move that the debate on the gencral queſtion might take place to- 

3 morrow (Thurſday) ſe'nnight. : | : 

8 The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee — Mr. 
1 Bragge in the chair. a | | 

The Reports of the Committee of Finance, the accounts of the 

1 grants and contributions in aid of the war, and all the papers on 

3 Finance preſented to the Houſe from time to time, were referred to 


the Committee. 0 


8 Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſpoke to the following effect: Sitz 
f the R ef | 
effect however extenſive the ſubject referred to the Committee — however 


minute and varied its detail, I nevertheleſs flatter myfelf that 1 
ſhall be able, without taking up much of your time, to ſtate the 
reſolutions which I ſhall in their ſucceſſion have the honour pre- 
ſently to ſubmit to you. Many of theſe reſolutions are founded on 
thoſe moved fome few days paſt by an honourable gentleman oppo- 
fite to me ; ſome I have founded on other documents ; and a few of 
them form the reſults which I have drawn from the whole, and 
which I have every reaſon to think the Howſe will adopt, becauſe I 
think they are the moſt correct that can be ſtated, and exhibit to the 


w bill 
The 
>, and 


Hay Houſe and the country the faireſt view that can be taken of the ſtate of 
2 ol. our finances. The object of the honourable gentleman's motion, if I | 
bers to rightly underſtood him, was to take a view of the public debt exiſt- 
operly ing before the war, compared to its accumulated amount in the 
ere de- preſent year; the publie revenue and expenditure, and the probable 


expenditure and debt in a period of peace. Now, in following the 
M 2 | 
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honourable gentleman in the ſtatement made by him on a former 


ULY 


day, it is neceſſary we ſhould conſider, not only the amount of the portio 
National Debt, but alſo the ſituation the country has been placed 1 Sir, h 
in — not only the more eaſily and ſpeedily to liquidate that debt, but IF engag 
immediately to bear with greater eaſe the burdens neceſſarily im- ¶ voidal 
poſed upon it. If ever one thing contributed more than another to WW tende. 
lighten the burdens of the people — if ever their future burdens were ¶ mion: 
to be removed ſpeedily and certainly, and the public debt at the has i. 
ſame time progreſſively diminiſhed, the mode of raiſing the ſupplies 1-80 
within the year was deſtined to produce thoſe great and good effects. fituat 
It was this change of ſyſtem which changed our ſituation ; not, in- rapid 
deed, from a ſtate of embarraſſment and deſpondence, but (till to a form 
ſtate of comparative proſperity. In ſhewing in its right point of per 
view the whole of our financial ſituation, it will be neceſſary to look for 1 
back, not to 1793, the comparative period adopted by the hunuurable . 179 
gentleman, but to a period when our finances were under the control WF amo! 
of events that made the compariſon more conſiſtent ; we muſt look char 
N to the year following the cloſe of the American war. The period plica 
| choſen by the honourable Member is, on the contrary, the laſt year was 
f of a peace, during which the country roſe to unparalleled proſperity, tion 
9 proſperity which has not deſerted us, and which we may with con- appl 
fidence promiſe ourſelves will continue increaſing, even with re- mul 
newed exertions and increaſing burdens. I do not in any great firſt 
ſums much differ from the honourable gentleman ; but if part of fort 
my Reſolutions differ from his, that principle of compariſon is car- int 
ried throughout the whole. The honourable gentleman ſtates the bec 
amount of the debt, as it exiſted the year previous to the war, to to { 
have been 238,231,2481. ; but in ſtating the debt of the preſent alrc 
war, no deduction whatever is made with regard to the capital of the the 
debt, and no diſtinction between the capital to be provided for im- clu 
medi. ly after the war. According to the honourable gentleman's ſen 
ſtatement, only 35,000,000. will be to be provided for by addi- 6, 
tional taxes: but in this I think it fit to ſet him right; for to that an 
ſum muſt be added 1 2, ooo, oool. on account of Ireland, making in 
the whole ſum to be ſo provided for, 47, oo, oool. But in my co 
eſtimate, I have taken the amount of our expenditure, and mention 10 
Ireland in this place only to ſnew that there exiſts that inaccuracy. ho 
I do not diſpute it with the honourable gentleman, I agree entirely Ou 
in it, that the Sinking Fund is at preſent only 4,500,000]. ; but w. 
compare that ſum with any period when our debt was leſs, and then ſa 
let gentlemen ſay whether our ſituation be proſperous or not. In ſe 
1786 it amounted to 1, ooo, oool. ; our debt was 238 millions and it 


- Þpwards; fo that the fund for its redemption was only 1-23 80d. F 
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1 bart. Now gentlemen will find that the fund has ariſen to a pro- 
portion of 1-160oth part of 238 millions. Unfortunately our debt, 
ir, has increaſed, as all public debt muſt with war. 
AY engaged in a war as juſt as neceſſary; and if our burdens have una- 
4 voidably accumulated, our glory and our proſperity have been ex- 


But we are 


tended and increaſed. Our debt is ſomewhat more than 397 mil- 
mions, but we have the good fortune to ſee that the Sinking Fund 
has increaſed in proportion to the debt; ſo that it is in the ratio of 
1-8 öth part even of that immenſe ſum. If, then, we look to the 
fituation of the country, we ſhall ſee®* that we are in much more 
rapid progreſs towards liquidating the National Debt than in any 
former period. In comparing the annual charge incurred by the 
permanent debt, inſtead of taking the period when no fund exiſted 
for its liquidation, the honourable gentleman has afſumed that in 
1793 it amounted to nine millions and upwards, whereas it 
amounted in that year to more than ten millions. The annual 
charge in 1786 was 9,297,000. before any fund was created ap- 
plicable to the National Debt; and on the 5th of January, 1793, 
was 10,325,000]. including 1,000,000. applicable to the redue- 
tion of the debt. Now I contend that the Sinking Fund muſt be 
applied to one or the other, and that -the honourable gentleman 

muſt either admit an error in the application of the- million to the 
firſt, or in its application to the ſecond. The reaſon given on a 
former day that ir did not ſtand in the ſecond, and that it was placed 
in the firſt, was fallacious, for it could not be included in the firſt, 
becauſe it was an antecedent charge, With that view I propoſed 
to ſtate my charge for the year ending January 5, 1793, at the ſum 
already named; and it will be ſeen from my 6th reſolution, that 
the annual charge incurred fince the 5th of January, 1793, in- 
cluding 316, oo ol. permanent intereſt on the loan of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion, amounts to 8, 246, 21 5l. per annum; of which, 

6,426, 75 fl. is for intereſt, annuity, and charges of management, 
and 1,8 19, 460l. applicable to the reduction of the debt; ſo that 
in fairneſs and in fact the honourable Member ought to have 
compared 6, 426,75 fl. the aQual expenditure in 1799, to 
10, 323, oool. the expenditure of 1793. The next part of the 
honourable gentleman's reſolutions embraces the unfunded debt and 
outſtanding demands. This was, however, calling in general 
words, under the ſame head, two- things which were not ſtrictly the 
ſame. The unfunded debt of 1799, is ſtated in his reſolutions at 
ſeventeen millions and ſome odd thouſands ; now the truth is, that 
it only amounted to 14,137,0861l. In 1793, the unfunded debt 
amounted to 8,925,4221. and the increaſe of the debt of 1799 
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beyond this ſum, is occafioned chiefly from an addition of one mil. 
lion of Exchequer Bills, and by an additional Navy Debt 56 
during the war, and bearing no intereſt. But what is material 0% 
be obſerved is, that we are not to take into conſideration, as afford. 1 3 
ing any criterion of the real ſtate of our finances, the groſs amount} J We 
of the floating demands, but the amount of outſtanding demand iſ — 
unprovided for, and of that which will be actually defrayed by taxes, = 
though not yet paid. Now, Sir, I obje to the honourable gentle. - 8, 
man's reſolutions being entered on your Journals, becauſe they are, 537 
in many inſtances, incorrect; and J am ſure the Committee wil r 
agree with me, that if they were even only numerically falſe, yet] 784 
inaſmuch as they make our ſituation to be what it is not, and would | +33" 
envelop us with gloom when we ought to look cheerfully forward ou 
to fature and permanent happineſs, the end of our preſent proſperous reis 
career, it will be felt that they cannot be adopted, and I do truſt E : | 
even the honourable gentleman himſelf thinks ſo. I next come to AR 
the reſolutions on the ſtate of our permanent revenue and commerce, i 199 
And here I muſt ſay the honourable gentleman has alſo failed in | 1 
correctneſs. In looking at all to the permanent revenue, the Com- at 
mittee will ſee that the bare proportion in which the renenue is in- #6 ou 
creaſed, is an adequate criterion of the ſtate of the country when wy 
we have been obliged to impoſe taxes to the amount of 8, ooo, oool. r 
within the year. Yet, though I in this way ſhew the inadequacy 
of ſuch a criterion, is it not the leſs true that our reſources are im- E. 
menſe, and commenſurate to every purpoſe of ſecurity and defence? th 
It would have been impoſſible for the country to pay 8,000,000, lema 
taxes without an increaſe of commerce. When we know that the or tn 
amount of the permanent taxes on che 5th of April 1799, is Nerve. 
14,574, oool.; that it was only that ſum in 1793, and that it place 
excceds the amount of the permanent taxes on the 5th of January 
1784, by 3, 305, oool. where are we to look for the means of pay- Aid 

Ing an additional 8, ooo, oool but in the increaſe of our commerce oF 


at pe 
ok at 
ad th; 


his f. 
It would be vain and idle to attribute ſuch an increaſe to the in- bh F 
creaſe of conſumers, and therefore the cauſe is to be found in that wats 


to which I trace it. But if that view of the permanent revenue be 1 * 
encouraging, looking at our commerce, we have ſtill greater rea- 
ſon, if poſſible, to rejoice ; our confidence in our ſtrength and re- 3 
, , 7 gn A * whic 
ſources may ſafely be increaſed, while the whole exhibits a fituation ¶ Hoa 
of the country the proudeſt, the moſt powerful, and the moſt wealthy 1 
of any of its days of greateſt glory. In the year 1784, the total I 
value of the imports was 13,122 ,2351.; in 1799, they amount to Sur 
2 5,654, oool. making an increaſe, if compared with 1784, of 2 
12, 531,76 51. So that the trade of the country is increaſed in 


LY 3] DEBATES, mM 


at period nearly in the proportion of two to one. If again we 
ok at the exports, which afford a better teſt of wealth, we ſhall 
J ad that in 1784 they amounted to 10,409,713l. and in 1799 


rial u 1 19,771, 5 lol. affording an increaſe vi more than nine millions, 
afford. ll . /. Wette of thoſe dif 
eing again nearly double on the comparative view of thole different 
-riods. Looking at the average of fix years of war in 1784, and 
mand i in che firſt of thoſe periods our exports 
x years of war in 1799, in the firſt of thoſe peri pe 
0 re 8,6 16, 660l. in the laſt 17, 1 54, 323l. making an increaſe of 
zentle 


$,537,063t. When we turn our eyes to the ſtate of our exports 
n foreign merchandize, the proſpect is ſtill more flattering. In 
784, the total amount of foreign merchandize exported was 
4,332, 909 l. and on an average of fix years, ending the 5th of 
anuary, 1784, was 4,263,930l. In January, 1799, our 
orcign exports amounted to 14,028,000]. being an increaſe of 3 
dr 4 times what it was in 1784; and if again we take the average 
of fix years of war ending in 1784, and of fix years ending in 
299, the amount of the average exports in the latter year being 
L 0,791,000]. we ſee an increaſe as three to one. If, therefore, 
e look to the exports and imports, we ſce that they are increaſed 
deyond all compariſon. I come next, Sir, to the reſolutions that 
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3 elate to the expences within the year; and undoubtedly our ex- 
when il ences are great and heavy, We have been obliged to impoſe taxes 
oo. which produce a preſſure on many claſſes which I regret and la- 
— ent; but ſtill. I cannot but regard it as the beſt proof of wealth, 
8 _ hat the country is able to bear its increaſed burdens without under- 
fence * i ining its capital or endangering its credit, The honourable gen- 
000. leman and myſelf do not materially differ in the ſtatement we make 
"at the of the expences ; ſome trifling difference will, undoubtedly, be ob- 
99» served to prevail between us, but they are unimportant. In the firſt 
that it place, I muſt dedu ſomething for the Imperial Loan, becauſe I 
anuary annot recognize the principle that the intereſt of it never will be 
f pay- paid, until I have proofs before me that the Emperor will not keep 
nerce | his faith. The amount of the expences of the year 1799 is 
the m_ 59,389, 20 2l.; and comparing that ſum with the net expenditure, as 
in that ſtated by me when I laid the ways and means before the Houſe, 
nue be I believe it will be ſeen that I was pretty correct. But if that ex- 
er 162” Wpenditure is great, great alſo muſt be the wealth of that country 
nd re, which ſupports it, and ſtill goes on inereaſing in wealth and power. 
tuation However, you will perceive, Sir, that by my ſixteen reſolutions I 
vealthy provide for the whole of the expences of the year, with the late tax 
e total on Income, the tax on Imports and Exports, Inſtalment on Aid, 
punt to 


Surplus of Conſolidated Fund, Repayments from Grenada, Im- 


po of preſts and Lottery, the Loan of 15, ooo, oool. a Loan of 
1ed in 
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3,000,000). for Ireland, and 3, ooo, oool, of Exchequer Billa 4 
I admit that the expenditure is great; I admit the country mu} A 


1 
4 
FP 

3 


feel it; but if we find it defrayed without checking the adventuroy| 
ſpirit and commercial induſtry of the people, our proſpect is. con. 
ſeſſedly flattering. With reſpe& to the expenditure after the war, 


what that is to amount to will greatly depend upon events which we y 
No doubt | 


cannot foreſee, and on the wiſdom of the Legiſlature. 
the ſum will be great; but gentlemen muſt remember, that befor: 
the laſt peace a vaſt ſum was voted for repairing the navy, the ex. 
pences of an armament, and the ſum voted to the American Loyal. 


iſts. Theſe are the points of difference between the honourable gen. 
But when fortunately we are again on a peace 


tleman and myſelf. 
eſtabliſhment, ſuch articles of expenditure will not call for provi. 
fion ; or it our navy does require repair, its preſent condition, and 
its condition at the period above named, are effentially different. | 
ſhall take the expence of the peace eſtabliſhment at 24,000,000], 
and I ſhall obſerve here, that I have no abjeQion to adopting the 
language of the honourable gentleman, by adding, © excluſive & 
the expences of winding up the war:“ But I deſire to obſerve that 
the winding up cannot very much increaſe the regular expenditure, 
Now, as to the means of the country to ſupport itſelf, and to redeem 
the accumulated debt of thirty-five millions, I beg leave to remark, 
that although the Income tax is now taken at 7,500,000. I ſhall 
eſtimate it at 10,000,0001. what it was originally tated at, and 
that becauſe. we are not yet able to aſcertain what will be the produce 
of a new tax, and farther, becauſe I think we ought to take ſteps to 
make it productive to the amount required. I wiſt to be under- 


ſtood. The reaſon I ſhould recommend it to the Houſe to take ſuch] 


ſteps would be to prevent a greater miſchief—the increaſing the 
burdens of the nation. But I hope, Sir, the tax will be found to 
yield its full amount by merely altering the mode of collecting it; 

and here I muſt ſay, that if any evaſion ſhould be traced, it ought to 
be rigorouſly corrected ; and ſo neceſſary do I conſider the tax, that 
I ſhould even eee 00 raiſe the rate, ſo as to produce its full 
amount. In proceeding to conſider what would be the expenditure, 
or rather what would be the taxes to be raiſed in peace, I muſt 
add, that Gs I admit 24, ooo, oool. there is included in it 
1o, ooo, oool. not as expence, but which is to be conſidered as 4 
fund to reduce the debt, to liquidate the 35,000, 000 . already 
alluded to. However, I have no objeRion to the honourable gen- 
tleman's reſolution, in which he ſtates the time when, according t0 
it, the 35,000,0091.-will be redeemed, becauſe I wiſh the country 
to fee how- differently it will be burdened by raiſing 75 500,000) 
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Bilge ;nftead of 10,000,0001. The honourable gentleman ſuppoſes 
mui that that debt will be paid off when the funds are at ſeventy per 
_—_— L cent.; but I have other expectations. I think I have clearly de- 
. con. monſtrated, that however great may be our expences, our reſources 
War are till greater; and I may add, that the expences of the enemy 
ch we arc in every reſpect great beyond their means, and out of all compa- 
dou: BER nion greater than out expences. I think it unneceſſary to argue 
befon this point, for the general voice of the country is loud for every ho- 
1c cri nourable and patriotic exerciſe ; and if our exertions have been 
Loyal. great, I am convinced they will increaſe in any neceſſary proportion 
le gen. to the danger that may aſſail us, moſt effeQually to repel an auda- 
peace cious and reſtleſs enemy. Feeling, therefore, the fituation of the 
provi. country, I thought it my duty to ſhew the world what was our 
N, and wealth, and what our reſources ; apd being perſuaded of the immen- 
ent. | fir of both, I could-not agree to the reſolutions of the honourable 
,000l, gentleman. For the ſame reaſon I thought it neceſſary to add to 
2 w thoſe reſolutions. The honourable gentleman has ſtated his ap- 
(ive 0 


prehenſion, that when the war is over, the country will repine at 
its burdens, and will think it hard to continue four or five years 
ſubjeQ to the tax on Income; but gentlemen will be at pains to in- 
form the country of its real ſituation. If, inſtead of gloomy pictures, 
we exhibit the real face of our affairs; if told, that in point of fact, 
by continuing that tax, they ſave taxes for thirty-five years, (for ſo 
long muſt it be before the 35,000,000. could be redeemed) ; if 
gentlemen will do this, I am convinced we ſhall not hear repining ; 
we ſhall find that patriotiſm prevail which ſo much diſtinguiſhes our 
nation; we ſhall ſee them refuſe to ſuppreſs the warmth of their 
zeal, or relax the ardour of their patriotiſm ; and to ſupport ſuch a 
tax for ſuch purpoſes is worthy of any Community and of any Le- 
giſlature. Suppeſing, however, that the price of ſtocks ſhould, at 
the concluſion of peace, be ſuch as is calculated, ſtill I have the ſatis- 
faction of knowing that we have 4,500,000. for the redemption 
of our National Debt. - Mr. Pitt then obſerved, that by the means 
ſuggeſted we ſhould free poſterity from the burdens which our forefa- 
thers had ſhifted from themſelves; and there was no man who muſt 
not ſee with pleaſure that the reſources of the empire will thus be 
ſtrengthened, and that the country would by this plan be free from 
every apprehenſion of any of thoſe conſequences upon which our ene- 
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alread Bl mies had placed ther chief reliance when they meditated our de- 
ble gen- ſtruction. It muſt afford a peculiar degree of fatisfaQion to con- 
rding w template, that according to this plan the whole of the debt iacurred 
' count!) Bi in the courſe of the preſent war would be extinguiſhed in the 


o, ooo, year 1840, provided that within that period the country would pa- 
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tiently bear the preſent taxes ; and great as thoſe burdens were, if 
gentlemen would look forward to the relief which the ſuſtaining of 
them would afford to themſelves, as well as to their poſterity, he 
was {ure that he had ſaid enough to ſatisfy every man that it was 
ultimately to his advantage to acquieſce cheerfully in the plan he pro- 
poſed. He truſted, therefore, that this view of the ſubject would 
be ſatisfactory and encouraging to thoſe who had hitherto been in 
the habit of deſponding at the idea of the probability of a fail- 
ure in the finances of the country. He truſted that gentle- 
men would perceive, that if the National Debt had increaſed, 
the wealth of the country had increaſed in the ſame proportion; 
nay, he could confidently ſtate, that the trade of, the country 
had increaſed in more than a double proportion. Upon the 
whole he could aſſure the Committee, that every ſource of wealth 
and ſtrength was in a more flouriſhing ſtate than the moſt ſan- 
guine expectations could have anticipated. The hopes of our 


ſpirit of a brave and generous people, the readineſs with which 
every ſacrifice was made, and the energy of its Parliament, had left 
this country in that ſituation in which he hoped it would ever con- 
tinue, that of being the admiration and the bulwark of the whole 
world. Mr. Chancellor Pitt then concluded with moving his 
reſolutions, 

Mr. TIERNEY. ſaid, the laſt thing he ſhould be inclined to 
do would be to ſay any thing to excite deſpondency in the people of 
this country; but when he heard ſuch extravagant notions reſpecting 
the proſperity of the country, he thought it right to promote a little 

' ſober reflection. There appeared to him a middle path between 
deſpondency and extravagant expeQation, which it was the duty of 
every Member to purſue; and it was upon that ground he brought 
forward the preſent motion. He could not ſay that the amend- 
ments made by the right honourable gentleman had afforded him 
any pleaſure, becauſe he was pleaſed to find his ſtatements verified; 
but ſtill it was ſome ſatisfadtion to him to know that he could not 

be accuſed of having brought any unfounded ſtatement before the 
Houſe. However, he claimed no other merit upon this occaſion 
than that of being an induſtrious inveſtigator. After adyerting to 
the firſt reſolution to the National Debt, he ſaid, that the right. ho- 
nourable gentleman had contended that the money which had been 
raiſed for Ireland could not be conſidered as a burden upon England. 
He could not ſee the queſtion in the ſame point of view, becauſe he 
thought the money advanced for Ireland was as much an incum- 
brance upon this country as the money advanced to the Emperor. 
= * 


inveterate enemies were now completely blaſted. The perſevering * 
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INS, 

„ if With reſpe& to the Sinking Fund, there was no man in the Houſe 
g of chat gave the right honourable gentleman more credit for that mea- 
„he ſure than he did; he always thought it the brighteſt feature in his 
Was character; and as to the manner in which the rizht honourable 
pro- gentleman had amended that reſolution, he certainly ſhould not 
ould object to it, though there was much ingenuity upon the occaſion. 


n in Mr. Tierney then proceeded to comment lightly upon ſeveral of 


fail the Reſolutions, and ſtated that he had no great objectiops to the 
ntle- amendments which had been propoſed. He was very ready to admit 
aſed, the flouriſhing ſtate of the revenue, but it certainly was ſubje& of 
tion; aſtoniſhment to him, and he believed it exceeded the moſt ſanguine 
untry expectations of the right honourable gentleman himſelf— But it was 
the elear that much of that proſperity aroſe from the erippled ſtate of 
vealth France and Holland; and it was equally clear, that after the war a 
ſan- conſiderable part of our trade muſt revert back to theſe countries; 
f our though at preſent, as far as related to trade, they were eraſed from 
vering the map of Europe. But he was afraid that our burdens were rãther 
which of a more permanent nature than our proſperity. The right ho- 
id left nourable gentleman, had year after year ſtated, in the moſt eloquent 
r con- manner, the increaſed proſperity of the country ; but he Hd always 
whole found ſome want, that operated as a ſet- off to the increaſe of proſpe- 
"Ag his rity: in future he ſhould be glad if the right honourable gentleman 
could find a little ſurplus proſperity. In ſpeaking of the probable 
ned to expences after a war, he had compared the firſt five years after the 
ople of WI conclufion of this war to the firſt five years after the concluſion of 
pecting Wi laſt war; but the right honourable gentleman had objeRed to that 
a little compariſon, and had ſtated that there were charges at the conelu- 
etween ſion of the laſt war which would not occur at the conclufion of the 
duty of preſent, ſuch as the allowance to American Loyaliſts; but it ap- 
brought WF peared to him that expences of a ſimilar nature would probably 
amend- occur after the preſent war; for if the Nobility and Clergy of 
2d him WE France were not reſtored, he ſuppoſed the generoſity of Parliament 


crified ; WT would not leave them entirely without ſupport. 

uld not Mr. Tierney then adverted to the amended reſolution which re- 
fore the ¶ ſpected the amount of the Tax upon Income, which the right honour- 
occaſion WW able gentleman ſtated at ſeven millions and a half (not that he him- 
rting to ſelf believed ir would amount even to that ſum), although the act 
ight.ho- applied ten millions from this ſource for the ſervice of the year. 

ad been This was not the only inſtance in which the right honourable gen- 
Cngland. WF fleman had been groſsly miſtaken in his calculations: the preceding 
xcauſc he year the Aſſeſſed Taxes, which had been eſtimated at ſeven mil- 
incum- lions, only produced four and a half. He would therefore propoſe 
mperor- % amend the right hongurable gentleman's reſolution to this effect, 
| N 2 
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Y ce that the produce of the Tax upon Income had been eftimated in, 
1 November, 1798, at ten millions, and-that, by an eſtimate delivered 
þ Wil . in May, 1799, the amount was ſtated to be only ſeven millions and 
Wl . a half, and that it was of importance that this tax ſhould be ren- 
wt dered produQtive to the amount at which it was at firſt calculated.” 
_e He obſerved, that what he had formerly predicted was now verified; 
pF the right honourable gentleman had over-rated the income of the 
country ; if not, it muſt follow that the people muſt have given in 
| | fraudulent returns; at any rate, the difference would be to be made 
| | up by an increaſed ratio. The right honourable gentleman had de- 


by Foy Ie 
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498 clared his determination to make this tax productive to the amount 
1 ſtated, by propoſing an increaſed aſſeſſment the next year; but he 


1 believed that gentleman would find it a very difficult matter, if he tere 
1 went on no other grounds but only this, that that income not being two 
11 ſo large as was ſuppoſed, that therefore the country muſt be taxed at nou 
fn the rate of an eighth or ninth of its property. ann 
py b Mr. Tierney contended, that Mr. Pitt had made groſs miſtakes ann 
I in his calculations of November laſt year ; he had ſtated the profits 'Th 
* 4 of trade at 15 per cent. but he had been well aſſured that it was 5 
. upon an average much leſs. Again, the commercial intereſt in bet; 
| b | London, who had eſpouſed the principle of this tax, had led the thir 
TM right honourable gentleman to expect the amount of income derived Au 
6 from commerce would be abqut four millions; whereas, by his ſub- he! 
| 7 ſequent ſtatement, the amount was only ſtated to be two millions ; yea 
J which the country intereſt, on whom the weight of the tax princt- twe 
1 pally fell, would pay nearly to the amount of the ſum at which they in 
had been eſtimated. But the deficiency he did not believe was was 
owing to any fraud, but the fault was, that the people were not ſo yea 
rich as the ght honourable gentleman had ſuppoſed ; ſo that, wh 
however proſperous was the country, yet it was evident that the lic 
right honourable gentleman's calculations, founded upon that ſub 
datum, were over-rated. After adverting to the 3 per cent. ſtock of 


created in 1788, Mr. Tierney obſerved, that the Chancellor of the pro 
Exchequer had argued on the ſuppoſition that he (Mr. 'I ierney) had Ch 
calculated that the 3 per cents. would not riſe above ſeventy in time nu 
of peace. He had ſaid no ſuch thing; he had not given his opinion cee 
that ſtocks would not exceed that price, although in making his N 
calculations he had been diſpoſed to take the ſateſt fide. Another m1 


difference in- the amount of his and the right honourable gentle- pet 
man's calculations om the duration of the Tax on Income was, that the 
the former reached to November 1806, but the latter was con- the 
fined to Michaelmas 1805. But the right honourable gentleman no 


had brought up a reſolution by way of antidote to what he ſuppoſed be: 
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to be his (Mr. Tierney's) gloomy apprehenſions from the new 

ſyſtem of Finance. He muſt, however, obſerve, that the right 
honourable gentleman had never propoſed this ſyſtem till he per- 
ceived and confeſſed that poſterity would not be able. to endure the 
old method of going on, whilſt he had aſſumed to himſelf great 
merit from this new ſyſtem on the ſcore of economy. But to make 
good theſe aſſertions, he had reſorted to the moſt extraordinary cal- 
culations, in ſtating the effects of the old method, and what would 
accrue in three years from the adoption of the new. He had ſup- 
poſed that the country in three years mult raiſe ſeventy-one millions 
and a half: he ſuppoſed that the ſtocks would have created a 
capital of one hundred and ſixty millions, and that, including in- 
tereſt, Re. the amount would have ariſen to the enormous ſum of 
two hundred and fifty-ſix millions; but he believed the right ho- 
nourable gentleman was the only calculator who would ſay that an 
annuity of forty years was worth forty years purchaſe, whereas an 
annuity of forty years was not worth more than twenty years purchaſe. 
The honourable Secretary to the T reaſury (Mr. Roſe) calculated it 
at the rate of thirty-five. years. This difference of calculation 
between theſe two friends, Mr. Tierney ſaid, alone amounted to 
thirty-two millions, Another oravle, in another place, (Lord 
Auckland), had, in a ſpeech, or, he would rather ſay, in a pamphlet 
he had publiſhed, inquired what was the value of an anauity for forty 
years, 4 and,” faid he, „your Lordſhips will find it to be at 
twenty years purchaſe,” After noticing the comparative difference 
in the amount of theſe calculations, Mr. "Tierney ſaid, that there 
was no doubt but that if the country paid ten millions within the 
year it would be better than if the money was borrowed ; but 
when the Minifter came to graft upon this an addition to the pub- 
lic debt, he contended that this new ſcheme afforded little or no 
ſubſtantial ſaving. By buving up ſuch a quantity of ſtock, the price 
of that ſtock would be increaſed, which would render the purchaſe 
proportionably injurious. After ſtating the difference between the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's ſtatements of the value of the long an- 
nuities, and what was the price they would fetch in the market, he pro- 
ceeded to remark, that they had heard much of the extravagance of 
Lord s North's Adminiſtration, when at one time there were eight 
millions of navy bills unfunded, which bore a diſcount of twelve 
per cent. Still, however, he would ſay, that Lord North procured 
theſe cight millions to be funded upon better terms, even with all 
the diſadvantages of diſcount, than could be done by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman! s boaſted plan. In the navy bills no time had 


been fixed tor paying them off ; the Miniſter had the n of the 
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time of paying them off when moſt convenient or advantageous for 
the Public according to the price of ſtocks ; but in this Tax upon 
Income, it would be neceſſary to redeem fixteen millions within a 
fixed term, which muſt unavoidably raiſe the price of ſtocks, and 
coſt the Public an expence of above fix millions. Whatever im- 
material advantages the right honourable gentleman's ſcheme might 
poſſeſs, it ſurely was not of that nature as to entitle him to come 
gravely down to that Houſe, and to tell them, that in three years 
time he had ſaved the Public one hundred and thirty-five millions. He 
contended, on the contrary, that this Income Tax was allowed with 
no advantage on the ſcore of ſaving, and that, conſidering the time 
it would have to continue, that it muſt bear hard on the finances 
of the country : and for five years after the reſtoration of peace, 
England would continue to be at more than double the expenditure 
it was at during the ſame period after the concluſion of the Ame- 
rican war, and would cauſe an annual expenditure of thirty-four 
millions. He would aſk then, whether there could be any poſſible 
increaſe of national proſperity to that extent as to make it believed 
that ſuch an increaſed expenditure could be endured ? The printed 
reſolutions reſpecting the probable continuance of this tax, he would 
propoſe to amend ; to this effedt, „that this temporary tax, ſup- 
poling the war to be continued for five years more, muſt continile to 
be impoſed till 18 18; ſo that the honourable gentleman's mode of 
getting rid of an addition of two millions for torty ycars, was by an 
increaſe of ten millions for eighteen years. He had ſuppoſed five 
years more of war ; but this, if true; would incur an expence to 
this country which it could not bear. With regard to the new 
ichere of finance which had been brought forward, he firmly be- 
lieved that it would be an advantageous thing for the country if it 
were abandoned. From all he could judge, Mr. Tierney ſaid, he 
did not believe Miniſters meant to abandon the plan of reſtoring 
Kingly Government in France ; he muſt infer fo at leaſt, fo long 
as a right honourable Secretary continued in office, who had fo ex- 
plicitly avowed this opinion : the retiring of that gentleman from 
his ſituation would afford him the firit ſignal of the proſpect of the 
reſtoration of that bleſſing, But from conſidering the ſtate of the 
finances, he muſt appeal to the Houſe whether it was ſuch as could 
juſtify Miniſters in delaying for one moment to ſeek after peace, 
if it could be obtained on honourable terms; and he thought, that 
if England could make peace fo as to preſerve her honour, ſhe would 
do much, without attempting to intermeddle with the internal Go- 
vernment of France, or of any other country. | 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT declared, he ſhould not have riſen again 
but only to correct a miſrepreſentation of the honourable gentle- 
man. He ſaid, he had not ſaid one word as to the preſent value of 
the annuity alluded to, nor had he contended that the value of 
an annuity for forty years was worth forty years purchaſe ; but his 
argument was, that an annuity to laſt forty. years muſt entail on the 
country an annuity rated at forty years. If theſe annuitics were to 
be put up to ſale, the calculation of the noble Lord (Auckland) was 
correct; and with regard to that of his honourable friend, it was 
calculated upon a different price bf the ſtocks, from what he had 
done. His idea was, that ſuch an annuity would not be paid off 
by the nation in leſs than forty years; but ſuppoſing the nation 
paid at the rate of ten millions for forty years, would not that be 
a ſum paid by the country of four hundred millions? He would 
only advert to one thing more. The honourable gentleman had 
acknowledged there was no deſponding in the viewing the ftate of 
the country,>whilſt at the ſame time he argued, that ſuch was the 
difficulty of our fituation, as ought to direct the proſecution of the 
war to the ſole object of obtaining peace. For his part, he was 
free to confeſs that he thought the country would be criminal to 
continue the war for a fingle hour longer than was neceffary to een- 
ſure its ſecurity, and to obtain an honourable peace: he would ſay 
alſo, that there was nothing deſponding in our preſent fituation to 
make the country relinquiſh any one object for which the war had 
been originally undertaken ; he would ſay, that whenever any Go- 
vernment was ſettled in France, with hieb this country could 
make a ſafe and honourable peace, it ought to be made; but the 
main hinge of the queſtion was, whether the preſent Government 
was ſuch with whom a fafe and honourable peace could be made? 
And in anſwer to ſuch a queſtion, he would as freely ſay; that ac- 
cording to his views and expectations, the preſent was not ſuch a 
Government, and that there was nothing in the exiſting ſituation of 


affairs which ought to make this country relinquiſh one object for 


which the war was originally undertaken. He would aſk the ho- 
nourable gentleman what was the preſent character, or what the 
practice of the exiſting Government of that country? He would 
only refer to the opinion which the honourable gentleman had him- 


ſelf given of that Government. Notwithſtanding all this, the ho- 


nourable gentleman had cautioned the Houſe not to interfere in 
what he called the honour of another nation, at the very time when 
he {peaks of the Government of that nation in the moſt deteſtable 
terms! And although the honourable gentleman ſaid, that he ſaw 
nothing deſponding in the ſituation of this country, yet with the 
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fame breath he argued, that its fituation was ſuch as ought to direct 
it in making peace: he had argued as if the honour of — 
would not allow her to interfere in the affairs of Franer, and as iff 
the honour and feelings of the people of France were intereſted in | | 
cartying on the conteft againſt this country.; but ſo far did he differ 
m opinion from that honourable gentleman, that he was led to be- 2 
Jive that: both the honour and general feelings of the people of | 
France led them to wiſh the annihilation of that deteſtable Go- 
vernment which at preſent domincered in that country. He would 
aſk, whether the hortourable gentleman really retained ſuch a par- 
tialitv for the French Gov ernment, or whether it was {c rivetted in 
the hearts of the people of that coontry—whether it was ſo identi- 
fied with the power of France itfelf, that he ſuppoſed: it impoſſible 
that that power could be ſhaken? His honourable friend (Mr. 
Windham) had not contended that the war ſhould” be 'proſccuted 
till the Government of France was changed; but he had argued, 
that the charaRer, principles and deſcription of the Government 
with whom this country was to treat, ought to make a conſiderable 
criterion in determining the propriety of ſuch a treaty on the part of 
this Government ; and his honourable friend had alfo ſuppoſed that 
the time was not er diſtant hen a different Government might be 
treated with. His opinion was, that the object of this eountry ought 
to be, not the ſubſtitution of one Government for another, but the 
ſecurity of this country: and, with a view to obtaining this ſecurity, 
that it was rieceffary to look to the ſecurity of that Government 
with whom this country would have to treat, and that we-ought not 
to treat till the moment . when theſe objets were likely to 


Mr. TIERNEY eckivowledgcd his having declared, mat © as a 
_ to liberty, he muſt conſider the French as a deteſtable Go- 
ergment, inſtead of Holding it in admiration. He could not, 
ere agree to continue the war until a change of character 
ſnould be effected in the: Government of France. This country 
was not in a ſtate to laviſn money on ſpeculative projects. Even 
admitting that it was, it would be quite unneceſſary to act on ſuch 
a plan and · for ſuch a purpoſe. England was ſufficiently able to 
— herfelf, be the character of the Government of France what 
igt. Coneceiving this to be the cafe, he would ſay, chat We ver 
ſhould*2dviſe His Majeſty to continue the war, arid defay * 
longer than it could be obtained, was an enemy to his Gbrſtry⸗ He 
would not, however, provoke a ſpeech by any farther vbſervations 


on this fubject, but revert to the eaſe” of the en Which Be accord 
ingly did in a few words. 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt explained. 
Mr. JONES ſaid, that the people would cheerfully contribute 
to the expences of the war, in order to curb the ambition and ty- 
ranny of the French uſurpers, were the ſalaries of perſons em- 
ployed by Government properly curtailed, and ſavings made in the 
expenditure of the public money. With reſpect to the ancient 
Monarchy of France, we had, in — no more to do with 
it, than the people of France had to-do with our Monarchy, And 
whatever might be the ſenfibility of the right honourable Secretary 
oppoſite to him, he ſincerely truſted that would not be made a mo 
tive for the continuance of the war. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR aid, chat ſentiments had 1. 
imputed to him which he had never entertained or intended to ex- 
preſs, and that inferentes were drawn from his opinions which 
they did not warrant, It was faid that he would continue in office 


. no longer than he could feed hopes of reſtoring the old French 


Monarchy ; he could not ſce the propriety of any gentleman's anti- 
cipating what ſhould be his conduct. What he had ſaid in a 
former debate, and what his right honourable friend had ſaid this 
night, were the ſentiments he entertained ; and thoſe expreſſed by 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney) were alſo the fame in 
ſubſtance, for he ſays that the honour and ſecurity of the country are 
his objects. As to what he obſerved on a former occaſion, he 
would again repeat it ; and this opinion was, that there could be no 
fair chance of peace, tranquillity and good order being reſtored, till 
the old Government, and a Monarchy under certain modifications, 
was eſtabliſhed in France. That a ſecure peace could be brought 
t with the preſent Government, he did not think by any 
means probable : Was ſuch a hope countenanced by their conduct 
towards their own people, or by that which they have obſerved to- 
wards the European Governments who have put a truſt in them ? 
Surely not: the honourable gentleman will ſcarce aſſert it. Does 
not every thing, then, concur to ſtrengthen the opinion of the inſe- 
curity of negociation at the preſent moment? It was therefore 
pretty clear that no. Government, except the old Monarchy, or a 
Government built on that baſis, with certairi modifications, could 
hold out any ſecure grounds for negociation. There was nothing 
intermediate between. the preſent Jacobin Revolutionary Govern- 
ment, and the re-eſtabliſhment of the old Monarchy : the people 
This opinion, however, would 


not prevent him from .acquieſcing in an endeavour to make a peace, 


if ſuitable terms and ſecurity could be obtained : but the terms 


upon which that peace is to be made, muſt be determined by events. 
Vor. IX. Q 


1 | PARLIAMENTARY [Councoxs. 


When the dangers of peace on the whole are leſs than the dangers 
of war, then it may be proper and neceſſary to negociate. It might 
even have been good to have treated with Robeſpicrre, becauſe the 
.dangers of peace might then have been leſs formidable than the 
dangers of war. But until Monarchy was reſtored, it was impoſ- 
Aible to bring about a peace—ſuch, at leaſt, as he deſired. Vet it maß 
de erpedient to make peace on other conditions; upon that prin- 
ciple bis honourable friends had adted when they attempted a ne- 
gociation at Paris and at Liſſe. The country then ſeemed to wiſh 
it, and the attempt was conſequenitly made; though his right ho- 
nourable friend was fir from expecting the peace he might deſire, 
he however made the attempt, 'becauſe in ſuch a caſe he thought 
the danger of continuing the: war greater than what might reſult 
from the peace. From all that had been ſo frequently ſaid upon 
this ſubject it might fairly be collected, that, if there were ſome 
| who appeared too friendly* to the reftoration of Monarchy, there 
i} 4H were alſo thoſe who were equally, if not more tender of the 
WE! French Republic, which they appeared at all hazards anxious to 
v8 preſerve. ' The honourable getitleman (Mr. Tierney) ſeemed ſen- 
wi ſible of the danger arifing from the ambition and principles of the 
prefent Government of France; and yet he ſeemed remarkably ten- 
gen of the Republic of France, 


Ah ! fave my. Gruntry, Heav'n. ! ſhall be | yeux laſt." 


Is the preſent caſe he thouglit the application was, Ah! ſave 
the Republic. He ſeemed to be alive to jealouſy, when the prin- 
ciples and perpetuity of this Republic were ſtruck at, as 8 its ſer- 
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vice was perfect freedom! He muſt ſay, that it appeared to him 
as if there was ſomething working in the mind of the urable 
gentleman in favour of the eſtubliſhment of a Republic © one and 
indivifible;” If he were ſuſpected of an attachment to Deſpotiſm, 
why might not the honourable gentleman as juſtly be ſuſpected of 
attach irient to Republicaniſm For his part, he felt himſelf to be 
entirely Engliſh; and in every queſtion which reſpected the intereſts 
and happpineſs of his country, be thought it his duty to act in con · 
formity to all conſiderations by r hoſe great objects — be 
honourably promoted. 


The reſolutions were then put and carried, and the Spart or- 
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W the ſecond reading of the bill for nerpatunting the. * 
Law of Forfeiture and Attainder in caſes of High Treaſon, 
Lord HOLLAND roſe to; "oppoſe it. His Lordſhip com- 
menced with regretting the advanced, period of the ſeſſion, . when-a a 
bill of ſuch magnitude was brought forward; the thinneſs of at- 
tendance on a queſtion which had formerly produced ſuch. anxious 
and full debate when it was only propoſed. to make it temporary; 
and alſo the loſs he ſuſtained in the abſence of a noble Marquis 
(Marquis of Lanſdown), the ſanction of whoſe authority, and the 
aid of whoſe abilities, could not but be an important object to every 
one; the approbation of whoſe friendſhip was always a matter of pride 
and ſatisfaction to him. He regretted, he ſaid, his abſence, as he 
knew he concurred with him in holding this bill in abhorrence; and 
he had, indeed, done himſelf the injuſtice of entruſting the enforcing 
his opinion to fo feeble an advocate as himſelf. His Lordſhip then 
proceeded to ſtate the nature of the puniſhment, propoſed by the 
bill to be rendered perpetual, from Mr. Juftice Blackſtone's Com- 
mentaries, where it is deſcribed not only as the deprivation of every 
ſpecies of property, but deſtroying the inheritable quality of the 
blood, by forbigding any title to be derived, through the perſon eon- 
victed, to his poſterity.. Having dwelt upon the great extent of 
this puniſhment, he argued, on the imbecility reſulting from its over- 
ſtrained ſeverity. © When laws were diſproportioned to the offence, 
he contended, they neceſſarily loſt much of theit force. In two 
ways, ſevere Jaws defeated their own object. by increaſing the dif- 
ficulty of detection, by dimipiſning the reſpect for the laws. He 
ſpoke it to the hanour of human nature, that where puniſhment 
exceeded the juſt bounds of neceſſity, all the good paſſions of man- 
kind were excited, not againſt the. crime and the eriminal, but 
againſt the punithment nd the laws. Men of kind and generous | 
natures were not diese d to ſee them inflited ; and even in cafes 
here they were put in execution, the criminal, inſtead of exeiting 
indignation, became an object of pity. But if this was the caſe 
with the offending party himſelf, if this was the caſe in the ſpeQacle 
of the day his puniſhment afforded, how much more ftrongly muſt 
the beſt paſſions be armed on his ſide, if the eye, turning from his 
execution, ſhould ſee the puniſhment- entailed on his innocent pof- 
tority l The — of this law, the 2 which its victim 
O 2 
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* 5 made to the feelings of mankind, was not momentary or tranſitory ; y 
i i it was perpetual and permanent: che unhappy deſcendants, reduced 
Ih | from affluence to beggary and diſtreſs, were continual objects of 
N | . pĩty and commiſeration, and lived, generation after generation, libels 


1 and ſatires on the injuſtice of their Government. A law thus 
. operating on the guiltleſs was founded in injuſtice, and contrary to 
1 the fundamental principle of rigtit and equity. His Lordſhip then 
[i took a view of the arguments on which it had been from time to 
time attempted to be ſupported. - One of theſe was to be found in 
tte late Mr. Yorke's pamphlet? a book, the reputation of which was 
more owing to the celebrity of the author than its own intrinſic 
merit—2 compoſition of much erudition and learning no doubt, 
but tedious without parallel; heavily written, and, in his opinion, 
miferable in point of reaſoning. In it Mr. Yorke ftated, that the 
objeQion grew out of the nature of ſociety, in which it would be 
found impoſlible to puniſh the guilty in any inſtance, without 
affecting the innocent. This argument, he contended, was founded 
in fallacy ; it was taking up that as a principle which was merely 
incidental ; it was ſaying — becauſe, from the nature of ſociety, his 
innocent connections muſt be Involved in the fate of the guilty, ws 
ſhould therefore act upon it as, a principle, and totally diſregard 
them in apportioning the puniſhment —becauſe, ſays this notable 
argument, we cannot puniſh the guilty without affecting the inno- 
gent, we will therefore begin by puniſhing the innocent, in order to 
affect the guilty. Cicero was anther authority adduced by the 
advocates fur forfciture and corruption af blood. That great orator 
had laid it down, that the State had a right to avail itſelf of the beſt 
feelings of men for its ſecurity and the prevention of crime. In 
the paGage, however, where this ſentiment was expreſſed, the author 
was defending an imputed aQ of injuſtice, and therefore it had not 
all the weight of a pure, ingenuous opinion. But, even admitting 
that it had, it was liable to objeQion-; as upon the ſame: ground he 
might juſtify the torture, and every ather act uf tyranny and injuſtice 
that arbitrary power had ever reſorted to. ' If this principle were 
true, where could we flop? Why are we to condemn thoſe laws 
which, in Perſia and other eaſtern eountries, murdered, for the 
_ crime of treaſon, the children, the parents, the relations, the friends 
of the offender : Having anſwered "theſe two authorities, his 
Lordſhip next adverted to the arguments drawn from the nature of 
property and inheritable ſucceſſion, as the ereatute of fociety; and a 
favour from Government. This, he ſaid, wasithet very Jabobinical 
doctrine ſo much abuſed. Admitting, howeyerz;property to be 
ſuch creature, and the right of tranſmitting it to his poſterity to be 
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W icy ſhould be withdrawn at pleaſure. But here, too, the principle 


J of injuſtice tecurred in any increaſed degree ; for if the power of 
tranſmitting property were a favour, the power of inheriting it was 


ſurely a greater favour ; and therefore he that enjoyed the leſs favour 
by his actions, drew on the innocent the loſs of the more important 
favour. - To interrupt its deſcent, was to puniſh the guilty a little, 
but the innocent to an enormous extent, 

His Lordſhip, after having placed theſe abſtract arguments in 
various points of view, and diſplayed great ingenuity and force of 
reaſoning in their elucidation, proceeded to ſhew the inadequacy of 
the law to the end propoſed, We were told, he ſaid, of a conſpi- 
racy in the country to overthrow the Government, and divide the 
property of the nation among the deſperate and neceflitous : it was 
deſcribed as a ſyſtem of treaſon, in which the poor were armed 
againſt the rich ; and therefore this law was to be introduced as a 
remedy, Now, if this ſtatement were true, to perpetuate the law of 
forfeiture and attainder was moſt needleſs : for how the diſability 
of tranſmitting his property, ſhould operate upon men who. had 
none, he was at a loſs to diſcover.” | Conſidering then the modera- 
tion of our anceſtors in that in which they were the leaſt mode- 
rate; conſidering that even they, to puniſh and reſtrain treaſon and 
rebellion in the caſe of men whoſe rank and fortune brought them 
particularly within the terrors of ſuch a law, had only made it 
temporary, he could not conſent to ſee it, on ' ſo much weaker 
grounds, being rendered perpetual. He would leave, however, alt 
abſtract and ſpeculative doctrines, and proceed to what carried ten 
times more conviction to his mind than all the writings of Gro- 
tius, Puffendorff, and Cicero, even ſuppoſing the opinions of the 
former to be as clear and explicit as they were dark and intricate, 
or of the latter to be as poſitive and uniform as vague and varia- 
ble. - He meant that which, was preferable to all theory and. viſion- 
ary ſyſtems, the wiſdom reſulting from practice and experience, and 
the conſequences to which the meaſure, ſp ifar as it was hitherto 
ated upon, had led. For this he would; not refer their Loxdſhips 
to the hiſtory of England, but to what was paſſing in the ſiſter 
kingdom, It was well known that the population of that country 
was divided into Papiſts and Proteſtants, the latter of whon; poſ- 
ſeſſed the eonſiſcated i property that once; belonged, to the, anceſtors 
of the former. Now, What was: the alleged object, of theſs charged 
with treaſoh and, rchellion? Why, to diſpoſſeſs the, Proteſtants, and 
recover that property af which the 'Papiſts were deprived. by the 
laws 1 forfeiture beneath which they had fallen, He meant not 
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bete to examine whether theſe charges were true The Proteſtant, Marke 
affected to ſuſpect the Catholics of ſuch deſigus: whether they eertan 
really entertained ſuch monſtrous intentions, or whether the Pro. used 
teſtantz wiekedly imputed that intention to them to furniſh them ably. 

Once J 


with a pretext for oppreſſing, ſtill in either caſe the laws of forfeit. 
ure were the fountain from which ſuch defigns or ſuch oppreſſion 
had their ſource, : to them the diſtracted Nate of Ireland, whe- 
ther the Proteſtant or the Catholic were moſt blamelefs at this mo- 
ment—to. them all their calamities and inſecurity were to be attri- 
'buted. Here then we had before our eyes the growth of this law; 
its progreſs and its fruits; a law which cngraved on the heart and 
mind of the ſubje& his injury and his wrongs ; which entailed 
them from generation to generation; which rendered it impoſſible 
for. him: to forget the injuſtice he had ſuffered ; which armed one 
part of ſociety againſt the other; which made a man's neighbour | 
his deſpoiler, preventing him from becoming a uſeful member of 
ſociety, becauſe at his birth it deprived him of the means, as a 7zea- 
lous ſupporter of the State, which had interdicted him from its be- 
nefits. Such were the conſequences of the law as experienced in 
Ireland; a law. which had ſpread hatred and diſſention through CY 
the land, and rendered jealouſy and diſſike q perpetual ; a law 
which, at the moment diſſentions were on the point of being healed, 
ſtepped in between the parties, and ſaid, No; there ſhall be no re- 
conciliation, no tranquillity, mo amneſty ; the feuds which have 
exified, ſhall exiſt for ever; the wounds which are inflicted ' ſhall 
never be healed, and difſention ſhall be your portion; ſuſpicion'on 
one ſide, and vengeance on the other, ſhall be your inheritance. 


— „ Pugnent ipſigue, nepateſque.” : + ME 
Regarding, then, as he did, the doQtrine of forfeiture as the great 
foufce of the troubles which diſtracted that kingdom, be muſt de- d inſ 
precate the idea of rendering it perpetual in this. He was ſorry to 
detain their Lordſhips fo long, but it was a queſtion in which he e 
felt Himſelf deeply intereſted, and therefore he. would, claim their 
induſgence for one or two obſervations more before. he- ſat. down, uiſh: 
The firſt of theſe aroſe from the nature of the puniſhment itſelf. 
The'puniſtiment of confiſcation was the favourite and dreadful en- 
gine df arbitrary power, becauſe, at the ſame time that it glutted its ſion 


1 


revenge and etuelty, it eratified its avarice. It had been the tyrant's 
reſoft in all times, and in all countries, even in our. own. He did Aw | 
- la. as F290 - f BY, A: 36 4 ö 1 t 

not Mute to the preſent day; but as it had been formecly. reſorted 
to fo ie Worſt of purpoſes, ſuch times might come again. This ob- 
Jection had the "more weight with him, as he ſaw Miniſters em- 
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fant Iv: arked i in-ſchemes of enormous- expence; how then icould he be 
they Neertain, but this law, if rendered perpetual, might not hereaſter be 
Pro. uſed to furniſh a ſupply for the wants ſuch-expence muſt ura void- 
ons bly create? It has been uſed as an engine for ſuch porpoſes 
weir. once 5 what ſecurity had we it might not be ſo uſed again? He was 
eſſion he more juſtifiable in this obſervation, becauſe; young as Re was, 
whe. he recent hiſtory of France furniſned a caſe of ſuch application. 
8 here was another point of view in which he muſt alſo conſider it. 
attri. 2 breach of contract with Scotland; It was an implied condi- 
Fog ion of the Union, that this law ſhould be ſuffered to die away; and 
YL p t had been afterwards relaxed in favour of individuals; but now this 
naileg Promiſed indulgence was to be withdrawn, and it was propofed, 
3Mible ontrary to the merciful indulgence ſo long held out, to render it 
J one erpetual. For all theſe reaſons, therefore, he phe: ae 
hbour ¶Mecidedly againſt the meaſure. * 8 
ber of The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, he did not deſign to fol. 
SER ow the noble Lord through the large and extenſive courſe' he had | 
he: ken, but ſhortly to ſtate a few material facts. It was à miſtake 
48 in a the noble Lord to ſtate the preſent bill asa new law, and a h 
rough oreign to the Conſtitution. It had inade à part of the law of 
ee .ngland from the earlieſt times, and had ſuggeſted itſelf to the wiſe? 
caled, Mom of our anceſtors, as a law actually neeeſſary to be in foree fut 
3 e ſafety. of the State, from periods of the remoteſt antiquity; ' His 
Le ordſhi p. ſaid, he did not mean to enter into any 'metaphyſical rea- 
ſhall ning upon the ſubject, and he was glad to hear the noble Lord: 
on'on imſelf declare, that he wiſhed to put afide all arguments founded 
. n theory and ſpeculation. The bill which this bill went to re- 
* deal, was an act of the 7th of Queen Anne, in which ſome per- 
ons were enabled to obtain the inſertion of a clauſe, the apparent 
dject of which was ſome what extraordinary as its tendency wag, - 
d inſinuate that treaſon, inſtead of being a crime of greater magni- : 
de, was of4efs import and weight than other felonies. Some years 
ack a debate occurred in one of the Houſes of Parliament upon 
ſubject, in which near friend of che noble Lord eminently diſin- 
uiſned himſelf; and on that occaſion, : a perſon who was apt to ſpeax 
ather whiinfically; the late Lotd emone, choſe to argue the clauſe 
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ul en- hich he had mentioned, as à clauſe intended to operate as a toler- 

ted its ion for treaſon. His Lordifiiþ fared why, in che preſent bill, ; 
yrant's at elauſe was omitted; and took notice of the eonſidertions on he | 
He did aw of Freaf, 1 WAHert by the late Mr. Yorke, to Which the pobls | 
eſorted ord had teſetted! Hf faid, 2 2 was F work to which, it; was uſyal + 

his ob» look up 4s NE Grit of a man well acquainted with -his 


jet. His Lurditip made farther obſcrvations, and cunciudet. 
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with-repeating: his declaration, that the bill contained nothing th 4 9 
dad not before been recogniſed by the law of England. fed 
The Earl of RADNOR oppoſed the bill. He ſaid that d eta 
expediency of the Law of Forfeiture. was very much doubted b I ficat 
many great. men and, lawyers in former times, and he thought it A cou! 
tendeney at any. period to prevent treaſon extremely queſtionable, Þ pabi 
The treaſons abroad in the preſent day, however, were not of a ſpe. Wl © © 
cies which. this bill would be very likely to affect. Since they had eres 
been afloat, there was but a ſalitary inſtance of the application of the ano 
law in the caſe of a younger branch of a noble family in the fiſts lietl 
kingdom. With refpect to that caſe, indeed, he much doubted i in * 
whether forfeiture had been properly applied. He did not mean u risk 
ive any opinion as to the guilt of the individual, but he thought * 
that. the proceeding (and he ſpoke it with deference to the. indepen- ſerv 
dent Legiſlature of the ſiſter kingdom) was very doubtful, becauſe ] Seo. 
the party had no opportunity to defend himſelf, and there was 2 ſuff 
poltibility that he might have been innocent, fince he did not fall in an | 
battle againſt. the Crown and Government, a caſe that could leave ceſs 
no doubt as to guilt. He begged leave alſo to remind their Lord- "© 
mi ps of the maxim of the Divine Law, that a fon was not to ſuf. e 
fer for the iniquity of the father. On the whole, he was decidedly l 
againſt the bill. ſhip 
| Lord GRENVILLE admitted, that if, as had been ſtated, ite M e 
preſent deſeription of treaſon was a conſpiracy of the poor again up, 
the rich, forfeiture could have little effect on thoſe who had u © © 
property to forfeit. But while the great maſs of traitors. were, per- whi 
haps, of that deſeription, there were men of rank and property in He 
the back ground, by whom they were inſtigated, and without whofe w_ 
influence their efforts would be of little avail. In ſupport of this ll *** 
aſſertion, he referred to the late Duke of Orleans, who had taken ſho! 
ſo active a part in the French Revolution; and alſo to the caſe df mn 
the young nobleman alluded to in the ſiſter kingdom (Lord E. Fir- de 
gerald. It was therefore incumbent to uſe every poſſible precau- _ 
tion, and to take care, while. it did not infringe on the. law as f ©?” 
ſtood for ages, that every obſtacle ſhould be thrown in the way of fati 
men of rank and fortune, who ſhould be nilling to delude the mul ou 
titude into ads of treaſon and rebellion. low 
| Earl FITZWILLIAM faid, if ever there was a time wheel bn 
we ſhould revert to the ſure practice of wiſdam and moderation, it * 
was the preſent. The prineiple of confiſcation was the principle ah 
ated upon by the revolutionary, tyrants of France. If plunder "| he 
Property was alſo looked forward to by domeſtic traitors, we ſhould had 
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fied than by having the docttine of confiſcati -n ad and 
eſtabliſned; for from thence they would xndeayour t to draw + juſti- 
fication of their own views. Seeing jt in this light, he thefefore 
could not aſſent to the preſent bill. Heft des, he conceived it inca- 
pable of remedy ing, in the remoteſt degree, the evil it was expected 
to cure. If the Duke of Orleans, from his rank and property the 
preateſt ſubject in Europe, was not to be deterred by ſuch conſider- 
ations, what weight could they be expected to have with perſons of 
little comparative intereſt? He was afraid, when men had decided 
in their minds on treaſon, it would not be the fear. of loſing the 
right of tranſmitting their property to their poſterity that could diſ- 
ſuade them. But there was another circumſtance which was de- 
ſerving of notice. Tt was an implied condition in the Union with 
Scotland, that the law now propoſed to be perpetuated, ſhould be 
ſuffered to expire. Now, while it was in conternplation to form 
an Union with another country, he thought, if we wiſhed for ſuc- 
ceſs, we ſhould ſhew that we had performed the conditions which 
we had ſtipulated and agreed upon with 4” coulitty to which we 
were already united. 

Lord HOLLAND aid, he would avail bite of their Loa 
ſhips' uſual indulgence to ſay a few words in reply. Some obſerv- 
ations of the learned Lord's obliged him to riſe; atid as he was 
up, he could not, in juſtice to his feelings, help expreſſing himſelf 
on a ſubjeQ which he willingly, would haye avoided ; a' ſubject on 
which he felt too deeply and too ſtrongly to, debate in that Hotfe. 
He would not therefore fay 1 what Re felt on that ſubject, but he 
muſt ſay, that horrible as. to his f wind this bill befott the Houſe 
was, deteſtable as this meaſure ſeemed to "him, he felt that he 
ſhould be doing an injuſtice « eyen t to it, were he to compare it with 
an act of the moſt wanton ipjul e and I favage vengeance that had 
diſgraced our times—No, thank” 011 it Was not ſo objectionable as 
that and oh that account he was | "happy be had retorded” his 
opinion elſewhere i in a manner. . which” would always give Him tothe 
ſatisfaction and comfort. & lad not ing, however, to dv with” the 
preſent bill, except, indeed, inaſrlieh.; as thoſe more violent andma- 
lous and ex pot facto acts of \ Vengeance © could never have been fe- 
ſorted to, did not this law acknowledge the principle which they yet 
more miſchieyoully and iniquitouſiy applies: He had 'beet\ at accuſed 
of metaphyſical argument. He had wiſheg to avoid It. But 2 bin 
to perpetyate puniſhments, the bare mention of difchir glg which 
had in better times produced debates, : animated arig eld ſuert Beyond 
example, had e come into the Houſe without one word on the prin- 


= on which it was founded, without one word to prove its neceſ- 


* 


_ _ - G — 5 
— ·˙·—ꝛ m 7˙ ä ü EC 
he Gt — A 
21 2 „„ 4 — — — 


106 PARLIAMENTARY [ Loxsps. 


ſity, without one endeavour to ſhew why we were fuddenly to adopt 
as juſt, what the ſtatute book had long ſince expreſſed to be incon- 


ſiſtent withe the firſt principles of juſtice. To learn on what ſuch a 


meaſure was founded, he looked to what had been termed the 3 
ableſt defence, what was certainly the moſt laborious apology for A 
this injuſtice. He found, that in theſe, and even in later defences 


of this very bill, abſtract arguments on the nature of property and 
ſucceſſion were laid as the foundation for this ſuperſtruQure of in- 
Juſtice; and to theſe he had endeavoured to reply. But the 
learned Lord had told him, that he did not underſtand Mr. Yorke's 
argument. Perhaps it was above his comprehenſion ; and as the 
learned Lord poſſeſſed fo diſtinct and perſpicuous a manner, he 
could have wiſhed that he had condeſcended to interpret it, as, with 
great deference to that noble Lord, an explanation of a deep and 
profound argument (it there were, indeed, ene in Mr. Yorke's work) 
would, in his opinion, have ſerved his cauſe as well, if not better, 
than the ſpeech he had made, compoſed of facts he had never 
dbubted, and alluſions, in his apprehenſion, totally irrelevant. 
Felony, he had ſaid, was puniſhed in the ſame manner ; but if 
that ſtatute were reviſed, he, perhaps, for one, ſhould be as willing 
to remit this unjuſt puniſhment in caſes of felony as in alan; 
if, however, he looked to practice, he perceived a diftinQion. The 
perſons who were generally guilty of felony were ſuch as this law 
could not affect; and he believed he might aſſert, that few in- 
ſtances of its operation could be recolleed, or ever occurred. — 
With regard to Lord Percival's argument, he believed, if the learned 
Lord would again refer to thoſe debates he had quoted, he would 
find the argument he had conſidered as fo ſingular, one that was 
by no means ſingular at that period, one which, however ungra- 
cious it might ſound now, had often been heard within thoſe walls, 
and from men whoſe characters might- well give new weight to 


their opinions — He meant the impolicy in this country of deterring + 


men too much from reſiſtance. He, however, did not mean to 
apply it now; for it was his conſcientious conviction that ſeverity 
uniformly defeated itſelf ; and that theſe laws, far from deterring 
men from treaſon, operated as additional motives to men inclined 
to ſuch reſiſtance. Another proof of their injuſtice on one fide, or 
of their inefficacy on the other, as far as puniſhment is inflicted 
for example's fake, was to be found in the ſingular circumſtance of 
their being ſo often remitted, and the eſtates reſtored—By this the 
cruelty of the puniſhment was virtually allowed, or the Example 
diminiſhed ; at any rate the law was converted into a means of-ad- 
ditional influence to the Crohn. In ſhort, in every new light that 


« * 
- 
\ 
- 
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lopt | he viewed the meaſure, he ſaw new features of deformity and im- 
con- policy ; in every freſh inveſtigation or reflection, he learnt additional 


reaſons fo giving his divided vote agginſt it. 

the 1 Lord GREN VILLE. denied that it would e ſuch violation, 
aad d erted ue bi on the ground of its being already the law 

of t6o ind, 5 | 
Houſe then divided on the queſtion for the ſecond re ding: 

A 3; Noes, 4. Majority, 4. 


nes 
and 
in- 

the 


kes * Tadges' Salaries Bill, after ſome oppoſition from the Earl of 


the Abi. en, went through a Committee; when the Report was Ie» 
„he ceivcd aud ordered to be printed. 
with 8 
6ꝗꝙ3Gé“v—ͤůvx“ —— 
and - 
ork) PROTEST againſt committing the TRE aS0N BILL, 


Etter, 
1ever 
vant. 


« DISSENTIENT, Die Fovis, 4% Fuli, 1799. 
„ Firit, Becauſe this ſtatute, which, it is by this bill propoſed to 


ut if make perpetual, appears to us to be unjuſt and impolitic, and ton- 
ling trary ' che mild ſpirit of the Laws of England—unjuſt, becauſe it 


reduc: (G poverty and ruin Children for the crimes of their Anceſ- 
tors, 'mmpolitic, becauſe, inſtead of healing the diviſions and ani- 
mom ecaßoned by Civil War, it tends to make them continue. 

'+ 1: 2ppears to us to be contrary to the expreſs Declaration of 
Mus Charta, which ſays, that no perſon ſhall be diſinherited or 
dc: iived of his franchiſes unlefs he be heard in his defence; for in 
t eaſe we diſinherit perſons who cannot be heard, and who have 
emitted no crime. 


i{on ; 
The 
s law 
35 in- 
20, —— 
arncd 
would 
| was 


mgra- * Sccondl$, Becauſe it does not appear that any urgent neceſſity - 
walls, calls far the immediate adoption of this law at this late period of. 
znt to the Seſſion, when it cannot receive the due confideration which a 
erring MF queition of this fort deferves, and when the attendance is ſo thin in 
an 00 this Houſe, 
everity „ Iihirdly, Becauſe we have the ſatisfaction of thinking it is 
terring not neecfiary for the preſervation of His Majeſty, whoſe Throne 
clined can't be more ſccure by ſevere penal ſtatutes We therefore will 
de, or not agree to deſtroy the hope which Sir William Blackſtone exult- 
flicted ingly ſays our Poſterity may entertain that corruption of blood 
ice of may one day be aboliſhed and forgotten. : | 
his the | | &© PONSONBY, 
xample ; «© HOLLAND.” 

of -ad- | | 
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1 7 | | ; 
„ Lift of the Diviſien en the Treaſon Forfeiture Bill, 
1 For the Bill, ſ 
i Lord Loughborough, | Earl Spencer, 
1 - Grenville, Lord Walſingham, 
4 Duke of Portland, Viſcount Sydney, 
Dalit Earl of Liverpool, Earl of Digby. 
BE Againſt the Bill, 
* b . 
af } Farl Fitzwilliam, Earl of Beſsborough, 
1 of Radnor, Lord Holland. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Thurſday, July 4. 


The order of the day for the third reading of the Slave-carrying 
Bill being read, | 
Mr. DENT roſe, and objeQed to the alterations that had been 
made in the bill, and particularly to the amendment which fixed 
the eleventh of Auguſt for the period of its operation commencing. 
The trade was now circumſcribed to the ports of London, Briſtol, 
and Liverpool, to the great injury of Poole and other ports. He had 
alſo to object to the bill being made perpetual, inſtead of annual, 
from whence aroſe hardſhips unknown to the law of the land. The 
changes made in the admeaſurement of the veſſel, were alſo com- 
plained of by the merchants of Liverpool. For theſe reaſons he 
would now move that the Houſe be eounted. 
The Houſe was then counted ;' and there being e Members 
preſent, the bill was read a thitd time, and paſſed. 
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ACCOUNTS 
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, RESPECTING THE 
PUBLIC INCOME OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING FIFTH OF JANUARY 1799: 


No. I. 


14. 


flituting the Fublic Income of Great Britain, for the year ending 5th 
January 1799, &c. 


APPENDIX: 


A.) Account of the groſs and net produce, and payments into the Ex- 
chequer, of the duties of Cuſtoms, in Great Britain, in the 
year ending the 5th ſanuary 1799, &c. 


(B. 1.) Bxciſe,—Account of the groſs actual receipt in money, &c. of 


the duties of Exciſe and Malt (annual) of England, &c. &c. 

(B. 2.) Ditto, ditto; of Scotland, remitted to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 
in London, &c. - | 

(B. 3:) Account of monies paid into the Exchequer by the Receiver- ge- 
nera} of Exciſe in England, on account of remittances to him 
by the Receiver- general of Exciſe in Scotland, &c. 

(C. 1.) Account of the groſs and net produce, and payments into the 
Exchequer; of the duties ariſing from ſtamps, &c. 

[(C. 2.) Atecotunt of the balances in the hands of the ſeveral diſtributors 
in Great Britain, &c. | 

(C. 3.) Account of the groſs and net produce of the ſtamp duties in 
North Britain, &c. 


% 


D. 1.) Aecount of the groſs and net produce, and payments into the 


xchequer and Cuſtoms, of the ſeveral taxes in England and 
Wales, &c. 
D. 2.) Account of the groſs and net produce, and payments into the 
Exchequer and Cuſtoms, of the ſeveral taxes in Scotland, 
Kc. &c, 
(E.) Aecount of the groſs and net produce of the duties ariſing from 
Salt, in Great Britain, &c. &c. 


Vor. IX. Q. 


Statement of the Ordinary Revenue and Extrarordinary Reſources con- 


— . 
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(F. 1.) Account of the groſs and net produce, and payments into the 
Exchequer, of the revenue ariſing from the Poſt-office of Eng- 
land, &c. | 

(F. 2.) Balances due from Deputy Poſt-maſters and others, &c. &c. C 

(G. 1.) Account of the duty of one ſhilling in the pound on places and 
penſions; by the Receivers-general of the ſaid duties in Eng- 
land, &c. &c. " $a F 

8. 2.) Account of ditto, ditto, for the diſtri of the palaces of White. 
| hall and St. James's, &c. pe 
Ra (. 3.) Account of ditto ditto collected by the Receiver- general of the 
ſaid duty in Scotland, &c. 
(H.) Account of the deductions of the fix pence in the pound revenue, 
| received in England and Scotland, &c. &c. | | 
(I.) Account of the groſs actual receipt in money, net produce, and pay- 
ments into the Exchequer, of the revenue ariſing from Hackney iſ 
Coaches and Chairs, &. | 
(K.) Account of the groſs receipt, and net payment into the Exchequer, 
ariſing from licenſes granted to Hawkers and Pedlars, &c. 
L.) Alienation-ofice.—State of the Prefine account, &c, 
(M.) Green wax, or poſt fines : 
(N.) Account of the monies paid into the Exchequer ariſing from 
ſeizures of uncuſtomed and prohibited goods, &c. | 
(O.) Total amount of the money paid inte the Exchequer for Compo- 
ſttions, &c. | 

(P.) Payments into the Exchequer of monies received for Proffers. 

(Q.) Account of the feveral ſums of money, received by collectors and 
other receivers, on account of the Land Revenue of England 

, and Wales, &c. - | 
(R.) Account of the monies paid into the Exchequer other than thoſe 
| ariſing from the Public Revenue, &c. | 

(S.) Caſh accbunt of Engliſh and Iriſh Lotteries, &c. 

(r.) Account of money paid into the Exchequer on account f Volun- 
tary Contributions, c. 

(V.) Account of ditto, ditto, Public Loans, &c. 

W.) Account of money remaining in the Exchequer on 5th January 
1798, and $th January 1799, unappropriated, 
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RAORDINARY RESOURCES, conſtituting the 


AT BRIT ARN., for the Year ending <cth Tanuary, 1709. &c. &c. &c. 
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APPENDIX. 


Appendix (A.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Groſs and Net Produce, and Payments 
into the Exchequer, of the Duties of CUSTOMS, in Great 
Britain, in the Year ending the 5th January 1799 ; diſtinguiſh- 
ing the Net Produce on each principal Article: Together with 
an Account of the ſeveral Payments made thereout on Account 
of Drawbacks, Management, Bounties, and Payments, applicable 
to the Civil Government of Scotland. 


— ww 


Net — — — 
to the Fay ment o 
SPECIES of GOODS. Bounties, — of 
Management, &c. 
| £ *% 
Aſhes, pearl and pot — .— ho33J2 6 3 
Barilla — — — — 34,006 6 43 
Beads, coral - — — — 254 16 104 
Books, bound and unbound — 1, 324 19 6 
Bottles, glaſs — — — 1,164 3 10s 
Brimſtons =: — — — 24,010 3 
Briſtles, undreſt — — = $,330 13 8 
Bugle, great — — — 384 © 51 
Capers — — * 387 14 10 
China ware — — — 2,975 17 1 
Copper, unwrought — — 1,20% 11 1 
Cordage — — * 3,084 11 4 
Cork 18 * _ 57459 15 9 
Corn, Oats — 1 9.5285 9 2 
Wheat — — 43.953 10 8 
Drugs — Almonds, bitter — = 741 19 64 
Aloes, Epatica = = | 120 4 14 
Aſſa· fœtida _ — 247 1 92 
Balſam Capiva — 1 
Natural — 74. 1 64 
Benjamin — — 626 3 104 
Borax, refined — = 3,263 © 3 
— unrefined — n 
Buds of caflia — — | $0. J al 
Cambogium — — 14 19 8 
Camphire, unrefined © — 984 9 5 
Cardemoins — — | 35 18 104 
Caſſia filtula — — 618 20 5 
—lUzgaca— — .* - 186-74 
Vor-IX. T 
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SPECIES of GOODS. 


Drugs Cortex, Peru — — 
: Cream of tartar — 
Gum copal — — 
Senegal — — 
Fragacanth — 
Jalop — — 
Juniper berries —. — 
Lead, black — — 
Manna — — 
Oil, palm — — 
— perfumed — — 
— turpentine — = 
um — _ 
Quickfilver — — 


Radix — 1 


Rhubar 


Saccharum ſaturni — 


Sarſaparilla — 
Senna _ 
Snccus liquoritiæ 
Verdigreaſe — 


Dye ſtuffs, &c. Shellack — 


— - Smalts — 
Elephants teeth — 
Feathers for beds — 


Fiſh, anchovies — 


Fruit, lemons and oranges — 


- Nuts; ſmall — 
Glaſs plates — * — 


Glue — — 

Grocery - Almonds, Jordan 
— not Jordan 
Anniſeeds — * 
Cloves — 
Cocoa — 
Coffee — 
Currants — 
Figs — 
Mace _ 
Nutmegs — 
Pepper — 
Pimento — 
Prunes — 
Raiſins, Denia 
—— 

Lexi 

— Lipari 


1e 


Net Produce, ſubje&t 
to the Payment of 
Bounties, Charges o 
Management, &c. 
4 
4,822 - 94 
1,043 I 6; 
124 5 22 
1,123 11 4 
9” 3 7 
2,005 I 10 
3,095 9 22 
191 2 6 
809 4 64 
1,649 18 14 
1,400 18 of 
1,690 19 114 
873 16 6 
5.756 17 67 
724 12 43 
4449 13 0; 
2,666 6 ge 
606 4 24 
1,981 6 gl 
9,572 2 5 
2,144 13 94 
57 14 114 
15,134 141 
1,700 0 24 
7.933 11 21 
e285 7 47 
15,658 19 6 
2,003 6 22 
4.747 6 8 
408 15 62 
2-411 ©: $ 
2,178 19 9g 
256 7 10 
3»595 14 11 
1,833 17 6 
, 30,854 17 6 
81,520 11 9 
6,200 15 4 
2.458 16 6 
3.923 19 9 
29,977 19 9 
| 6,024 14 4 
3,328 17 8 
28,275 13 8 
982 4 1 
13,066 6 11 
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SPECIES of GOODS. 


—— 


Net — 


ſubje& 


to the Payment ot 


Bouaties, 


harges of 


Mana ze nent, &c. 


Grocery—Raiſins, Smyrna 
ͤͤä— Solis 
Succads 
Sugar, brown 
Tamarinds 
Tea 
Turmeric 
Hair, horſe 
— human 
Hats, chip 
— — 
Hemp, rough 
Hides, horle 
———- Indian 
— Woh 
- OX or cow 
Incle, wrought 
Iron, bar 


caſt 


Kelp 
Linen —Cambricks 
Canvas, Heſſens 
Spruce 
Damaſk tabling, Sileſia 9 
Diaper n ditto = — 


6 


8 


Drilling _ 5 


Germany, narrow — 


Lawns, Sileſta Holland whited” — 


— — not Holland whited — "a 


Ruſſia, broad, above 224 3 
— —— above 314 - — 
— above 36 - - 
narrow - - - 
towelling and napkining = 
Manu factured and unmanufactured articles of India 
Matts, Ruſſia - - - 
Molaſſes 1 A 8 


Oil, ordinary — - 5 


— ſallad = — — | — 
— train — — — - ow 
P aper — - bb - 
Pictures - q 


Piece vor of India — Muſlins 3 4 


Nankeens - lh | þ 


Prohibued 
Pitch ot: 


Salt 


F 
6,949 
23,216 


6 
9 104 
11 10% 
14 27 
9 1 
129 
11 85 
17 64 
15 10 
10 2 
1 
11 © 
4 9 
1 
& 3 
9 3 
3 37 
11 

16 21 
13 
16 112 
16 74 
6 o 
2 3 
4 19 
13 
18 14 
5 of 
1 
8 6 
7 84 
oO 9} 
2 62 
7 24 
7 8 
5 9 
13 
93 
14 74 
is bf 
10 84 
4 OL 
15 104 
CP 
3 24 
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Net yy * 
tO ihe Fayment 
SPECIES of GOODS. Bounnes, {wank of 
Management, &c, 
453 
Salt petre A b a . : . 4 237 © 6] Wood- 
Serds, clover . . . . . . 4.892 9 F 
Shells, mother of pearl. 0 F A : 4.320 13 8 
Silk —- Bengal, raw : a . R Z 3.896 7 7 
China, raw . . . . ; 10.560 17 8 
Italian, raw . R ; . N 39,423 14 34 
Thrown . . - . . 147,053 1I O 
Walte . . . . . . I,202 4 11 
Wrought , . . . 1215 7 
Skins — Ecar, black ß! 7.735 5 Oo! 
Beaver . . . . 8 . 749 2 101 
CE aw  . . . . . . 6,139 6 21 Yarn, 
— tann d . . . . . 10,293 19 3 3 
Deer in hair . . þ , . 42242 I5 BL Subſid 
Fox . . . . . . . 329 16 11 
Great, tanned . . . . . 19 16 2 
Kid, dreiled i . . 5 . 1,189 6 75 
— unareſſed . . 83 . 42415 I5 34 
| Mink X . . . 5 R 5 1 
c - «<0 226 15 of 
Otter %» 1411 7 72 
Raccoon , X . 8 . 902 13 34 
Seal b : x R : p 1,786 15 ol Coals 
Snuff . . . . . 75 3 Carrie 
Son p, hard . . . : ; 1,577 11 1012 
Spirits Brandy . . . . | 39,351 4 8 
Genc a . . . 25,008 © 6 
P.um . . . . 90,392 10 0 King's 
Stones, blocks of marble . K . id2 9 42 Froin 
Tapes, open ; g : R zs5 £6 From 
. . 5 Ne b 67 at From 
Thread, fifters . : - X 1,017. 7 3F grai 
Tobacco . . ' . . 0 275,03 14 01 Recei\ 
my ͤͥ;ͤ # 4+597 2 3 port 
Turpentine , > . : . 8.859 3 14 From 
Wax, bees . e . . . 4.847 4 7 Recei\ 
Vine Canary . . . . 62 9 114 Remit 
French . . . . 20,571 6 o Receir 
Madeira . . . h 23.769 3 '$þ on; 
Portugal . . . . 603,737 13 44 Duty 
Rheniſh . ö R : 2,030 11 6 ſhip 
Spaniſh , - k . | © 103,622 15 101 Sundi. 
Wood —Balks - a : 1 7 SIC 30 2 ame 
Battens 1 - : i 11,294 1 34 
Boards, paling 5 : . 1,810 17 3 
— ſcale . . 1,300 17 8 
wainſcot . . . "3 4 61 
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SPECIES of GOODS. 


Net Produce, ſubje& 
to the Payment of 
Bounties, Charges of 
Nanagememn, &c. 


— — 


Wood — Deals. * . 8 
Deal ends . . « . 
Lathwood 0 0 0 
Mahogany + . 6 6 i 
Maits n Ma F h 
Plank oak, ; , 5 £ 
Staves . . . 
Timber. fir * . . . 
— Ons 6 « . 
Ufers . . a . 
Wainſcot logs . hb 1 

Yarn, cotton 0 : P 4 

— Mohair 0 R F d 

Subſidies collected on Allum . 4 . 

Coals R * « 

Lead . 6 F 

Tin R k ; 

Cochineal 4 , 

Indigo. 4 . 

Skins, beaver ; . 

Salt, rock 4 . 

Other articles 4 . 

Coals and ſalt, 1795 . . . 

Carried Coaſtwiſe—Coals j . , 

Slates and ſtones . , 

Wine A F . 

Corn - 5 - 

King's ſhare of condemned tobacco . 
From the Inſpector of corn returns . ; 


From the Receiver-general of Exciſe for wine ſold 
From the Earl of Liverpool on account of corn and 
grain R . 5 . 
Received on account of corn and grain from the out- 
ports R . . . . 

From the receiver of fines and forfeitures . 
Received on account of bonded wine in Scotland 
Remittances from the plantations . . 
Received from the Receivers-general of the counties 

on account of windows by the 24th of Geo. 3d, 
"oy by the act of 38th of the King on goods and 

u1pping F e 
Sundty {mall articles, the duties of which have not 
amounted to 1, oool. each , . 


'Total 


4. % i 
163,31118 32 
4.055 18 64 
2,929 © OZ 
9,622 12 74 
0,435 © 64 
0,172 15 62 
2,353 © 14 
72.524 19 G2 
89 2 6 
$,103 2 104 
8 '1L 
20» 6-2. 
. 
1.40119 5 
89,026 14 C4 
23,978 © 21 
5,458 © 44 
113 5 u& 
10,387 12 24 
825 7 
3.736 18 8 
4.848 7 I 
17.763 14 114 
564.901 65 104 
14.2585 9 85 
„ 40 0 
9 
aii 9-1. 
689, 110 
1% 20:3 
23,300 © 0 
- $£36.47 © 
8.183 13 102 
2,580 7 lip 
27,322 18 94 
210,703 14 01 
620, F 2 443 
130,316 6 C4 
| $556 3.656 'þ 
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— — _ 


ERAL STATEMENT of the CUSTOMS, 


„ = — — w — R * 1 


—_— _— — 1 


o - 


— — ——— XX 


CHARGE. 3 
Balances in the Hands of the different Collectors and £.- + i 
Receivers-general on the th January 1798 118,527 1 6:88 


Bills from the country, ariſing out of the revenue 
1797, remitted to the Receiver-general in London, 
but which not becoming due until after the 5th 
January 1798, were therefore brought to account 


of the latter year : £ - 4-0 42 YL. E 
Giols produce . . . „ 75793,279 85 of 


7,983,229 6 if 


— — —— — * * 


DISCHARGE. = - 

. f, d, by " 

By drawbacks . . . » 3 4 © 5 — 

— Zounties . . . . 507,221 1 718 © 

— Repayments on over entries and damaged goods 36,147 14 9 = 

j — Money impreſt in the hands of different perſons, = c 
and difference of exchange between London and < 


Edinburgh : 


, , . 85835 14 11 
Paid towards the ſupport of His Majeſty's Civil Go- 


1 22 —— A ˙ ' ͤ Ww 2 a D — 
_ o n : — 2 > * 1 l * 3 


vernment in Scotiand 0 , 41,346 5 108 
Charges of management b 8 » | 414,166 7 co: 
Payments into the Exchequer 8 5.570, 075 12 i 
Balances in tue hands of the different Collectors and 
Receivers-general on the 5th January 1799 709,346 13 8 


F Bills from the country, ariſing out of the revenue 
| 1708, xemitted to the Receiver-general in London, 
but which not becoming due until after the ;th 
January 1799, are therefore carried to account off 
the latter year . 0 . 88,867 12 5 


1 7,983,229 6 6 


—_— 
po — — * 


Inſpector· generals Office, THOMAS IRVING, 
Cuilpm-houſe, London, InſpeQor-general of the Import 
May 24th, . and Exports of Great Britain. 
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ws PARLIAMENTARY 


GENERAL STATEMENT of the foregoing ACCOUNT. 


A— 


A —_ 


To caſh reſting to be accounted for on the 5th 


„„ 


January 1798 . 6 R $12 2 101 
Groſs receipt between the 5th January 1798 
and 5th January 1799 . . 11,536,463 15 5 


Total 11,537,274 18 3; 


— | 


By Charges of management . . 409,357 © 44 
Taxes . . . . 29,972 17 51 
Exports +. . 8 . 625,866 19 64 
Bounties . a . 7,313 10 8 
Allowances 0 8 . $76,334 4 115 
Penſions . . . 14,000 © © 
Exchequer payments . . 9,872,025 16 55 


11,534,870 9 f 
Caſh reſting to be accounted for on the 5th 
January 1799, transferred to next account 2,403 13 104 
Balances repaid to ſundry collectors . o 14 11, 


Total 11,537,274 18 34 


| —-t - 


Exciſe- office, London, 
19th March 1799. JAMES WEBB, 
Accomptant General, 


* 


Note On the 10th October 1798, the management of the duties upon 
ſalt was transferred to the commiſſioners of exciſe for England and Scot- 
land; but in order to exhibit a diſtinct view of this branch of the revenue 
for the year 1798, in the general abſtract the amount of the ſalt duties 
received by the exciſe after the 1cth October 1798, is ſubtracted from 
the exciſe account, and ſtated as a part of the ſalt account; conſequently 


the total of the exciſe account in the general abſtract will appear leſs than 


the total ſtated in the above account, by ſo much as is for the reaſon above 
mentioned carried to the ſalt account. 


N. B, This memorandum equally applies to the account of the exciſe 
for Scotland. | 
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Appendix (B. 2.) 
NORTH BRITAIN, - An ACCOUNT of the Groſs Actual Receipt in Money, Charges of Management, Exports, Allowances, 
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DEBATES. 149 
A GENERAL STATE of the foregoing ACCOUNT, 


_ TY 2 


To caſh reſting to be accounted for on 5th January £ %& 
_- . a . . $8,473 3 54 
To groſs receipt from th January 1798 to 5th Ja- 


nuary 1799 . 884.122 5 OF 


Total charge 942,595 8 55 


By charges of management J. $0,050 9 


4 
Py exports . . . „ 
By allowances . 5 . 24,4288 5 8 
Total charges of management and 
legal allowances . . RS 8. 
— 186,612 4 1+ 
Net Produce . . » | 785,983 4 44 
DiseosAL of the NET Pkopuce, viz. 
Premiums for illegal ſtills . FL. 1,186 16 3 
Bounties on fiſh exported . I 
Buſs and barrel bounties paid on | 
deficiency of money in the cuſtoms 16,295 9 10 
Exchequer Precepts for the Agent 
of the Equivalent Company . 5,300 © © 
Exchequer Precepts for the Re- 
ceiver-general of Crown Rents 
and Caſualties . . . 32% 31S 34 
Remittances to the Commiſſioners 
of Exciſe, London R . 645,609 o o 
— 736,518 5 94 
By caſh remaining to be accounted for on 5th Janu- Y 
%%% ᷑⁵ V Aa MIS 


By charges of management and legal allowances, as 
above ſtated „ G0 . . 156,612 4 14 
By diſpoſal of the net produce, ditto 3 736,518 5 94 

By caſh remaining to be accounted for ditto . 49,464 18 7 
FE 


Total diſcharge | 942,595 8 


Note. —The ſum of 670,609]. ſtated in the General Abſt ract under the 
head of * Payments into the Exchequer for the Exciſe of Scotland,” is 
compoſed of the fum of 645,6091, ; which appears by the above account 
to have been remitted by bills to London, which were actually received in 
caſh in the year 1998, and a further ſum arifing from bills remitted in the 
preceding year, but which did not become due until within the vear 1798. 


Vor. | Þ ® V 4 X 
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q DEBATES. 151 
I Appendix (4-1 
n ACCOUNT of the Monies paid into the Exchequer in the 
T Year ending the 5th January 1799, by the Receiver-general of 
2 | Exciſe in England, on account of Bills remitted to him by the 
12 Recei ver- general of the Excife in Scotland. 
3 
— KB — — I — 
J * ; 4 
> Auctions — — — — 4.750 © 
Q ghgeer — — — — 24,590 © 
3 | Þricks and tiles — — — 2,500 0 
Candles — — — — „ 
= | Cocoa nuts and coffee — — — 500 o 
= By Slab _ — _ — 8,500 o 
> 8 Hides and ſkins — — — 12,0 o 
Malt, perpetual — — — 33,750 0 
printed goods _ _ — 41,009. © 
oy >op* os _ __ — 49 
= $pirits —Britiſh diſtillery — — — — 24,351 10 
"4 Foreign — _ — 11,250 © 
Starch _ — = — 5,250 © 
= Tobacco — — — — 65,250 0 
5 Wine — — — — 16,250 0 
= Licenſes—Tea — — Ws _ „ 
15 General — — — 3,250 0 
4 Spiritous liquors — — 14.750 © 
: Plate _ — — 759 © 
£ Commodities. 
6 Jan. 1791, foreign ſpirits — — 15,000 © 
- 3 22 Feb. 1794, ditto — _ — 10,000 © 
Þ 29 March 1794, bricks and tiles — — 1,500 © 
A 6 April 1794, paper — — — 14,000 © 
Ap 18 April 1794 glaſs _ — — 1, 500 © 
N 24 Feb. 1795— iſtillerß — — — 40,601 10 
wo | Foreign ſpirits _ _ 10,000 o 
—” Wine _ — — 29,500 © 
7 Dec. 1795, tobacco — — — 28,500 © 
18 April 1796, wine — — — 5. 500 © 
10 Dec. 1796—Diſtillery = _ — 140,906 0 
; Foreign ſpirits _ — 10,000 © 
A 29 Dec. 1796, auctions — — 1 2250 © 
ny 1796, bricks — — — 750 © 
> 1797, diſtillery — — — 16,250 © 
n 1798, ditto _ — — 1, 500 o 
3 Amount of | tual duties — — — 6 5253 59 2 
Malt, annu . 3 — — 18,250 © 
Total of Scotland —& — — 2 670,609 0 
Exciſe-office, London, Javzs Wes, „* 
19th March 1799. . Accomptant General. 
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Appendix (C. 2.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Balances in the Hands of the ſeveral 
Diftributors in Great Britain, on the 5th Day of January 
1799; diſtinguiſhing the Amount of the Balances in the Hands 


of the Country Diſtributors, from the Town, and alſo from 
Seotland., - 


.. 
—_—_ 13,956 4 10f 
Country . „„ 14-2 


r 647 6 6 


U 


147,379 3 94 


CHARLES STEDMAN, 


Comptroller's Office, Deputy Comptroller 


Stamps, and Accomptant General, 
4th May 1799. 
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Appendix (C. 3.) 

An ACCOUNT of the Groſs and Net Produce of the STAMP 
DUTIES in North Britain, and Remittances and Payments 
thereout, from the 5th Day of January £7095; © to the 5th Day 
of January 1799. 


_ Debtor. —— ALEXANDER Mr NZ Is, Head Diltributor and Collector. 


? 2 Particular Duties. Total. 
Jo balance, 5th January 1798, after — f 
ral 2 deducting 2921. I OS, for One qQUAT- 7 fo d, Jo " #5 d. 
y ter's {: lary then due and paid ene 6m 363 4 877 
ds To the groſs produce for one xear , 1 
8 2, from 5th January 1798 to 5th Ja. 7 
"x nuary 1799, VIZ. 0 . 
. Apprentice duty, 1710 219 11 of 1 
5 Consolidated ſtamp duties 21,142 18 11 bi 
4 Additional duty, 1795 $23 9 7 | 1 
35 Ale licences, 1756 and 840 12,031 19 1 1 
1 Bills, 1791 5 16,608 1 2 | 
1 * duties, deeds, K. 4 bl 
3 1797 '- +» * +» [40,326 8 5 1 
2 Receipts, 1791 » | 3307 10 5 Po 
=_ - Addit!, on recelpts, 1795 404-15 1 i 
_ - Attorney duty, 1785 2,249 10 8 A 
g ]udges duty, 1786 „„ 4 
2 Game duty,.t78c. . . | 2:747 6 1 
N Additional game, 1791 I,440 8 3 8 
1 0 Hair-powder certificates, "Ml 
- 1795 : » {13,0687 14 £5 3h 
1 Sea policies, 1795 „ ©$ 10 9 
= - Hats, 1796 . - | 216 © © = 
Medicine duty, 1785 . 7 27 E 
— — Perfumery duty, 1786 1 9 3 
Pawnbrokers licences, 1785 100 0 P 
—— -— Perſonal legacy duty, 1796| 2,834 11 107; * 
„„ q 
2 3,031 18 oZ] Fire inſurance, br 
i 1,010 12 50 1782 and 97 comes =D 'Y | n 
5 602 5 © Plate duty, | 4 * MN 
580 3 0 1784 and 97 „ 14 
Race- horſe duty, 1784 0 . 
2 G, 695 4 © Armorial - bear- 1 
1G, 495 16 o Ping certificates, 1,243 12 © | #3 
2G. 52 12 0 | 1798 . , bt 
| 5 
2 3-870 17 1 Stage coach, &c. 5 = 
2 3.870 17 1 — 1785 K 97 1 K 
— — 140, 246 10 612 | 


5 AlL Ex. MENZzIIsV, 
Stamp. office, Edinburgh, Collector. [140,609 15 375 
9th February 1799. Wann 


Vol. IX. * 


—— —-—-— '08T 


> 
3 
„ ; 


Fr 158 PARLIAMENTARY I 
$3 1 
* = . . 4 
. ALEXANDER Menzies, Head Diſtributor and Collector Creditor, Wh 
Tk Particular duties. Total. q 
5 ou An A( 
5 0 By parliamentary diſcount, 16 per cent. on . $5. d. 1 5 into 
if newſpaper duty at Edinburgh : Fn 
in this year > £- S124 3 100 : 8 
4 | Other parliamentary diſcounts | — 2,865 17 10 | ſeve 
=. on ſundry duties — 641 14 O1 
. 2 the 
By net remittances to the Receiver- general. viz. 8 Her 
— Apprentice daty, 1710 200 © © ; : 
Conſolidated ſtamp duties, | 17,775 © © 8. 170 
— Additional duty, 1795 170.0 © 4 
Ale licences, 1756 and 8411,20 © © _—_— 
. — Bills, 1791 - -| 14,905 © © 2 
—Stampduties. dceds, &c. 1797 | 36,715 © © 5 
Recæipts. 1 3,080 0 0 4 
- Additional e iy 17951 400 © © I 
{3x0 — - Attorney duty, 1785 2,080 o © 3 
00 Judges duty, 1786 = 1,480 © © 3 
100 Game duty, 1785 = 2,440 © © 5 
bg. Additional game, 1791 1,440 © © 3 
11 Hair powder certificates, |11,715 © 0 | 2 Land-t. 
* Sea policies, 1795 = 3,965 © © Windo 
+I Hats, 1796 5 5 * 3 Houſes 
| Medicine duty, 1783 o Oo © a 
At Perfumery duty, 1-86 — . 
1 Pawnbrokery licences, 1785 _ ories 
+1 - Perſonal legacy duty, 1796| 2,720 © © Four-w 
|| TI boo 
7 0 1 3 and 
i Fire inſurance 1782 and 97 3,840 © © 
| 1 960 o oj Huſbar 
1. Dogs 
1 577 10 0 3 i 8 
| 4 7 3 e] Plate duty, 1784 and 97 1,155 © © — 
Fl Race-horſe duty, 1784 20 © 0 AM ar 
nl bs, Go con ial bearing certifi- for fi 
1 0 = IS 8888 } 1,160 0 0 
14 G. 40 oo 8 8 
14 340 © o? Sap „&. duty 
41 1 © © rn OT Ts. 2 
us ? ED 8 = 126,080 SY Th 
. By exchange paid for the above remittances 524 4 10 1 
11 By ſalaries on the eſtabliſhment at C. 5. d. tax, Cat 
| "2 Edinburgh - - 980 o o ceed 6d 
1 i Ditto - not bs $60 0 © The 
1 N 3 . . 1 Bank t. 
11.0 By other incidents and diſburſements at Edin- the 
11 burgh = - - — 1,682 16 10 b pou 
{+41 By poundage to ſub-diftributors abſtract 
111 aud collectors — 7,578 5 10.2. Note 
= - By incidents, ditto, ditto, 101 3 37 | quer, a 
NI | j ums It; 
= — — o 3 | 11,016 10 10% I 
1 7.679 9 277 via. 40 
1 By balance in the hands of the head diſtributor account 
and 1 being allowed to remain a conſequ 
in the ſub-diſtiſtributor's . 3 647 6 bg manage 
—_ tons an 
| | 140,609 15 3 


Examined and entered, GEO. DUNCAN, Comptroller. 
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Appendix (D. 1.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Groſs and Net Produce, and Payments 
into the Exchequer and Cuſtoms, of the ſeveral TAXES in 
England and Wales, under our management; and alſo of the 
ſeveral ſums of monies paid out of the faid taxes on account of 
the Militia and Deſerters Warrants, Bounties on Flax and 
Hemp, and charges of management, between 5th of January 


= 1798 and 5th of January 1799. 
5 5 Militia De- 
K ſerters War- 
4 Duties, Groſs Produce. — of rants, and 
3 anagement, | Bounties on 
A Flax and 
4 Hemp. 
: . „ 5 1 4 
= Land-tax - = | 1,989,073 7 103} 58,849 3 4 77,099 6 6 
Windows — | 1,425,981 16 7488,91 17 4 — 
Houſes - 216,533 6 83 5,804 19 62 — 
= Servants - = 151,681 12 6 | 4,108 © 62 — 
— - -| 276.636 2 &| 7.492 46 oi 
Four-wheel carriages 174,326 1 6| 4,721 6 7 cow 
Two-wheel carriages 
and taxed carts = 7231 4 6 2,010 8 55 — 
Huſbandry horſes - 258,485 4 10 | 7,000 12 84 — 
. 41 , ] — 
4,647,905 2 3 76,224 14 277,099 6 6 
Aid and contribution 
for five inſtalments | 3,111,104 © © — — 
T+75949999 2 3 mm" 14 23177,099 6 6 


The charges of management, on the amount of the aid and contribution 
tax, cannot be aſcertained at preſent, but it is preſumed they will not ex- 
ceed 6d. in the pound. 

The ſum 1,437,02 51. 10s. 53d. is excluſive of the ſums paid into the 
Bank to cover aſſeſſed taxes, and the charges of collection at 6d. in 
rt _ would amount to 35,9251. 128. gd. as ſtated in the general 
abſtract. 

Note — The charges of management and net payments into the Exche- 
quer, upon theſe taxes, as ſtated in the general abſtract, differ from the 
ums ſtated in the above account; the amount of the commutation duty, 
VIZ. 406, 409 l. 10s. 014. is deducted from this account and carried to the 
account of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, and ſtated under their proper heads; 
conſequently a proportionate ſum is deducted alſo from the charges of 


6 64; management in this account, and added to the management of the Cuſ- 
toms and Exciſe reſpectively. | 
— "| 


x60 ' PARLIAMENTARY 


Net Produce. Payments between zth January 1798 and 3th January 1709. 


8 1 
1,867,733 18 oz} On Land- tax - 12,902,730 11 


| Windows - — 535,125 2 
11 } Commutation - — 406.409 10 
1,340,889 19 3; Houſes, 7th Geo. III. 70,556 13 
Clocks and watches 66,081 10 

1,078,151 16 
210,653 7 134] Houſes, 19 Geo. III. 166,247 4 
; 1} \ Servants, 25th Geo, III. — 9.408 & 
. \ Ditto, 37 Geo. III. - - 10,463 4 


'% 101,506 
Horſes, 24 Geo: III. 88,729 
Ditto 29 ditto 16,969 
Ditto 36 ditto | 95,371 
Ditto 37 ditto 9,571 


O 


ien eee. 


© tt 


SO © 


yy to 
font 7 ee * * . * 2 bs, 3 + 7 p 8 I 
A Votre nanny oc on a 


F ; Ea 


269,143 18 2 


+1 


— 
vw 02 
Le joy 


210,641 
Four-wheel carriages, 25 G. III. 114,197 
169,604 14 11 Ditto 29 ditio 14,239 1 
U Ditto Conſolidated 24,100 


22 


— 
O Gee 00 


—— 
O w O + 


: 152,537 
Two- wheel ditto and taxed carts 48,997 


o 16 03 ä 
8 2 J Conſolidated - - - ©,420 


57,417 

Huſbandry horſes - - - 65,773 
Ditto 37 Geo. III. 77.835 
Conſolidated - - - 61,530 


205,138 
Dogs - - 74,007 15 
Ditto conſolidate 12,070 o 
SEES 87,1 1 
110 en. e 1th,  - 8 : 
Ditto 36 ditto - e AI37 © 1 
120 per cent. - — 260, 186.14 10} 


—ͤ— > CG EO OGOIr——_ 


D 324,346 19 8 
77 | - - -. 4,176,083 © 114 
* — Aid and contrib* for 5 inſtalments 1,437,025 10 53 
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4,394,581 1 6x 5,613,108 11 45 
Balance in the hands of the Receivers-zeneral of the land and C. 5s. 4. 
afſell.d taxes in England and Wales, on the 5th January 1798 382,550 13 8} 
Balance in the hai:ds- of the Receivers-general of the land and 
allefſed taxes in England er:d Wales, on the 5th January 1799 986,007 9 21 
| (Signed) MWilliam Lowndes, Henry Hays, 
Barne Barne, G. 7. Goodenough« 
Office of Taxes, Edward Meadows, 
26th April 1799. 
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hs PARLIAMENTARY 


An ACCOUNT of the ſeveral Sums of Money received on ae- 


count of the Aid and Contribution Tax in Scotland, in the 
Year ending the 5th January 1799. 


Cot: 
Five inſtalments received - - - 14,197 8 10 


Sums remitted to the Exchequer by bills prior to the 5th 
_—_ 1799, but which not becoming due until ſome 
time after that period, will be brought to account in the . 3. 4. 


Exchequer receipt in the year 1799 - - 14,000 © © 

Balance remaining in the hands of the Receiver- general 
on the 5th January 1799 - - - 197 8 10 
14,197 8 10 


Note—Beſides the ſums accounted for as above, a farther ſum of 
14, oool. being a payment into the Exchequer by the Executors of the 
honourable Keith Stewart, late Receiver-general of the land revenues of 


Scotland, as a part of his balance due to the public, is included in the ge- 
neral abſtract. 


Note—The ſums actually received at the Exchequer on account of the 
aſſeſſed taxes of Scotland, within the year, amount to 1 19,4801. 148. 7d. 
excluſive of the 14,0001. remitted by the Executors of the honourable 
Keith Stewart. The difference between this ſum of 119,000l. and the 
above ſum of 104, oool. ſtated to be the amount of the remittances made 
by the Receiver-general, ariſes from bills having bcen remitted in the year 
1797, and conſequently charged in the remittances of that year, but which 


not becoming due until the year 1798, were therefore included in the Ex- 
chequer receipt of the latter year, 
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DEBATES, 165 
Appendix (F. 1.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Groſs and Net Produce, and Payments 


into the Exchequer, of the Revenue ariſing from the POST - 
OFFICE of England for the Year ending the 5th January 
1799; together with the Payments thereout on Account of 
Management ; diſtinguiſhing the Inland-from the Packet-boat 
Charges: likewiſe the Amount of the Penſions and Parlia- 
mentary Grants paid out of the Revenue of the Poſt- office, to- 
gether with the Amount of the Britiſh Poſtage collected in Ire- 
land, and the Packet Eſtabliſhment, with 4, oool. per Annum in 
lieu of Packet Poſtage and Difference of Exchange, which are 
placed to the Debit of the Britiſh Office ; alſo the Amount of 
the Iriſh Poſtage collected in Great Britain: Together with an 
Account of the Balances due from or remaining in the Hands of 
the Deputy Poſtmaſters of England, the Deputies under the 
Forcign-office, the Penny-poſt-office, and the Receiver-general, 
on the 5th January 1798 and 5th January 1799 :—Alfo an 
Account of the Monies paid into the Exchequer between the 5th 
January 1798 and 5th January 1799, on account of Bills or 
other Remittances from the Revenue of the Poſt-office in Scot- 
land :=Alfo an Account of the Groſs and Net Produce, and 
Remittances to the Recciver-general of the Poſt-office in Eng- 
land, ariſing from the Revenue of the Poſt-office in Scotland, 


between the 5th Day of January 1798 and the 5th Day of 


January 1799; together with the Amount of the Payments out 
of the ſaid Revenue on account of Management, or on any other 
Account: - Alſo an Account of the BALANCES or Monies 
due to the Public from the Deputy Poſtmaſters of Scotland and 
the Deputy Poſtmaſter-general on the 5th January 1798 and 
and 5th January 1799. 


The Year. 
ending 5th Groſs Produce. | Management. Returns. 
Jan. 1799. 
„„ = 4 4„„Aͥ > 
(1) 'Inland < | 753,114 4 5 169,835 12 2 26,458 17 7 
(2) Foreign 82,242 18 5| 18,409 5 5 165 © 11 
Penny Poſt 31,816 2 0 21,088 16 4 | — 
Scotland -| 82,832 19 2| 15,062 9 5 2,264 16 9g 
(3) {Ireland J 24,113 14 8 — 1,044 13 0 
Total 974.119 18 8 224,396 3 412 29,933 8 3 


(0) amaica, Quebec, and Halifax, charge and diicha 
2) Yarmouth and Falmouth, ditto one quarter. 


) Iriſh, ditto for the laſt two quarters. 


ote—In the general abſtract the returned letters 


oe hong to money, are merely a charge, are therefore deduQted from the gro 
e. 


Vor. IX. 


Z 


rge eltimated for the year. 


which, from their never havin 
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DEBATES. 167 


Appendix (F.)—No. 2. 


BALANCES due from DEPUTY POSTMASTERS and 
others, on the 5th January 1798 and 5th January 1799. 


— — 


1798. 


A. Balances due from Deputy Poſt- 
maſters in England . 116,346 14 3 


Ditto in Scotland . 6 


9,279 18 


| 
Penny Poſt- office 2,968 16 7 


B. Deputy Poſtmaſter- general of Edin- 
| burgh . # i . — 10,023 4 18 


Examined per Tuo. CuUrCH, Deputy Accountant Genen 


Old arrears in Scotland due from 
Deputy Poſtmaſters out of office — 3,332 5 2x 


— ñ—ä—ͤ—b — 


C. Balances due from agents under the 


— ___ 1 £ A 
8 © 3 — 2 0 | 
. er. — — — — mY = 


Foreign- office i . . — 1,955 7 93 
| 

Receiver-general's balance . . — 19,082 8 0 | M 
14 FG 
N= 1 
D.]“ Weſt India, * and Quebee,| 17 
by eſtimate — 18,177 2 1 * 
E.] Balance due from Dublin — 6,938 13 7 | 


MO 


196,502 14 01 
| 


The diſtance to the Weſt Indies and America, and the Dublin 
Office not being under the control of the Poſtmaſter-general, render it 


impracticable to apply the regulations for the reduction of balances to 
thoſe parts, 


April 24th, 1799. 
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B. Deputy Poſtmaſter- general of Edin- 


168 PARLIAMENTARY 


1799- 


A. Balances due from Deputy Poſt-| LF. . d. £5 % 

maſters in England. + IT -7 20 
Ditto in Scotland . . » [10,026 3 

Penny Poſt- office . . . bag 2 v 


89,395 14 3 


— 8 — 1% 4 1 
Old arrears in Scotland due from 

Deputy Poſtmaſters out of office — 5.456 4 107; 
C. Balances due from agents under the 

Foreign - office . — 2,116 8 3 

, 

- [Receiver-general's balance — 2,682 16 2 
D. * Weſt India, Jamaica, and Quebec, 24o300 272 

by eſtimate . . . . — | 
E.“ Balance due from Dublin — 6,990 o 0 


142,773 8 977 


— D— — — 


A. By late regulations now carrying into effect, the balances due from 
deputies in England, Scotland, and from the penny poſt, will probably be 
N= e in the further ſum of 40, oool. , and means are taken to aicertain 
whether more can be done reſpecting a floating balance, which, from the 
aggregate amount of ſmall ſums in the hands of near 1,000 receivers, 
muſt always be conſiderable. | 


B. From the Edinburgh balance of 11,8751. 4s. 1d. is to be deducted 
the ſum of 9,7711. gs. 8d. for bills remitted prior to 5th January 1799, 
but not due till after that day, which leaves only a * of 2, 105l. 
148. 5d. in the hands of the Deputy Poſtmaſter- general; the deputy 
always remitting, at the end of each week, the net balance of his caſh 
account in good bills at forty days date. 


C. The Yarmouth balance for the laſt quarter is eſtimated, 


D. The Jamaica and Quebec balances are eſtimated ; and it is to be 
obſerved that 7,0col. of the Jamaica balance has been paid ſubſequent to 


5th January 1799. 
E. Dublin eſtimated for the two laſt quarters. 


+ Suppoſing the bills in hand (though not reduced to money) are taken into the 
account, according to the ulage of merchants. 


Examined peu Tromas CHurGH, Deputy Accomptant General. 
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at 30 
Fees pt 
Fees te 
thro! 
jeſty 
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DEBATES, 169 
Appendix (G. 1.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Groſs and Net Produce of the Deductions 
of ONE SHILLING in the Pound on SALARIES and 
PENSIONS, received by Mr. JoRHN Lane, as Receiver of the 
{aid Duty in England, for the Year ended the 5th January 1799. 


. o 
— * 


The groſs amount of the above- mentioned duty, re- ** 
ceived between the 5th January 1798, and the 5th 
January 1799, was 


. . . . 0 33 5291 9 -T 
Add balance remaining in hand on the account ended * 


%%% ĩ „( o 16 77 
292 6 ᷣ3 
Deduct 33729 3 
Receiver's poundage on 33,2911. gs. 71d. C. f. d. 
at zd. per G. . . . „ 46 2 169 
Fees paid at the Exchequer . Sv 
Fees to be paid on paſſing the accoun 
4 through the ſeveral offices of His Ma- 
7 jeſty's Exchequer and Treaſury , 25 18 © 
4 : „ 


Net produſe 2.847 4 11 


Caſh paid into the Exchequer during the period of the 


m 
be account, viz. 
in On the 29th March 1798 X . X R 6,000 © © 
he Oa the 28th June ditto ; , 1 . 7,020 © © 
8, On the 4th October ditto . . . . +000. 0. & 

On the zd January 1799 . „„ . 12,848 © 0 
| 32,848 o © 
1. Balance due to Mr, Lane on the 5th January 1799 6-24 IJ 
ty 
i ee 
be Upper Eaton Street, Groſvenor Place, 
© January 21ſt, 1799. Joux Lane, 

Receiver of the Shilling Duty on 
Salaries and Penſions. 

the Note —Beſides the duties accounted for by Mr. Lane, a further ſum, 


amounting to 2,5 34l. 148. 6d, was paid in by Mr. Richard Howard, 
another receiver of this duty, which ſum is in the abſtract included in the 
net and groſs produce and payments into the Exchequer. 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


Appendix (G. 2.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the Revenue of the Tax of 
ONE SHILLING in the Pound on PLACES and PEN. 
SIONS received by JOHN FANSHAWE, Recciver-general of che 
Land Tax for the Diſtrict of the Palaces of Whitehall and $t, 
James's, between the 5th Day of January 1798 and 5th Day 
of January 1799 ; diſtinguiſhing the receiver's poundage from 
the Money paid by him into the Exchequ:r; and alſo diſtin- 

_ eviſhing the Balances remaining in his hands on the 5th Day of 
798 and on the 5th Day of January 1799, reſpec. 


January 
tively. 


— 


Balance in hand on the 5th January 1798 


Received between 5th January 1798 and 5th January 
1799 . T . 


By payments into the Exchequer be- I. . d. 
tween the 5th January 1798 and 5th 
January 1799 . „ 9 9 

By Receiver's poundage of 2d. in the 
pound on 1,3821. 10s. d. paid into 
the Exchequer, out of which pound- 
age he paid for tallies, and for ſtating 
aud paſſing two years accounts, about 


ten guineas . BFF 11 10 5 


1 
848 8 71 
628 119 


Balance in Receiver-general's hand, 5th January 1799 


J. FANSHAWE. 
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An ACCOUNT of the ONE SHILLING DUTY on 
PLACES and PENSIONS, collected by the Receiver-general 


171 


- of the ſaid Duty in Scotland for the Year ended the 5th Day 
ad of January 1799 ; with the Amount of the Payments thereout 
on on Account 'of Management ; alſo Payments into the Exche- 
t. quer, or paid or remitted to any other Perſon within the ſaid 
Jay Period, whether ſuch payments accrued from the Revenue of 
a the Year 1798, or of any preceding Year ; likewiſe an Account 
in. of the Balances remaining in the Hands of the ſaid Receiver- 
y a general on the 5th of January 1798 and the 5th of January 
— 1799, whether ariſing from the Produce of the Year 1799, or 
of any preceding Year. 
d. = | 
Balance in the 
71 Hands of the Amount of Amount of Payments into Balance remain- 
Receiver- gene- Duty collected [Payments there-|!he Exchequer, ing in the Hands 
ral of the One by him in the ſout on Account} London, Year [of the Receiver- 
Shilling Duty | Year ended gth of Management. ended 5th general on the 
9 on 5th January [of January 1799. January 1799. | 5th of January 
OY 1798. 1799. 
= 
„% - 66 fs GE 6 46G 46 
3.874 13 11 | 4,262 17 13] 153 5 8+ — 7,984 5 34 


Cuſtom-houſe, Edinburgh, 


28th February 1799. RI cHAKD GARDNER, 


Deputy Receiver of the 1s. Duty. 


Note — Although in the above account no payments are ſtated to be 
made into the Exchequer on account of this revenue within the year end- 
ing the 5th January 1799, yet it appears by the accounts of the Auditors 
of the Exchequer, that the ſum of 31,8001. was paid into the Exchequer 
by the receiver in that year, and this ſum conſequently making a part of 
the balance in the receiver's hands on the My January 1798, it 1s therefore 


in the general abſtract ſtated as a part of the balance due by him at the 
commencement of the year. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Deductions of the SIX-PENCE IN 
THE POUND Revenue, received in England and Scotland 


between. the 5th Day of January 1798 and 


the 5th Day of 


January 1799; With the ſeveral Payments made thereout on 


Account of Management, Exchequer Payments 


, &c. 


- 


The amount of the deduGiion of ſix- pence in the pound 
revenue, ſrom January 5th, 1798, to January 5th, 
1799, was . + _ © In EnGLAnD 


In ScoTLAaND, 
4. „ 4. 


Received one year's 
— hay deductions, ending | 452 16 13 
* October 10, 1797 


Exchequer, ditto, ditto, ending April 
5th, 1798 . ; . g 

Exciſe, ditto, ditto, ending Midſummer 
1797 75 Od POT 


2,156 8 8] 


394 2 75 


Total received in Great Britain in the year ending 
th January 1799 . . . . . 


—ͤ — — — — — 


Due to the Accomptant upon the balance of his laſt 
account 0 i WEED a . 


Caſh paid into His Majeſty's Exchequer . 
To falary on 50,6401. at three-pence in the pound. 


To allowance by warrant for an office, a clerk, ſtation- 


ary wares, com:miion or remittance of money from 
Scotland, and other incidental expences . 8 
To money diſburſed by the Accomptant, in paying 
money into the Exchequer, and in fees paid at dit- 
ferent offices, in order to obtain a quietus . . 


Total paid 1 5 £ 


Total received ,  . . 


- 


* 
f 
Balance due to the Accomptant 


3,003 7 6 


— — —  _—s 


51,407 4 CG 


. 4. 0. 
© 9 5; 
50,640 © © 
633 © © 
$6D-H 0 
34 8 0 


51,497 17 5 
$1,407 4 CG 


o 13 4 


N. B. The above is the only caſe in the revenue wherein a balance 1s 


comptant; and as the ſums are trifling, the one being 
the other 1 3s. 424. it was thought proper, in order to 


due, both at the commencement and termination of the year, to the Ac- 


only gs. 51d. and 


prevent an increaſe 


of columns in the general abſtract, to ſubtra& the gs. 51d. from the grols 
receipt, and the 138. 45d. from the payments into the Exchequer. 


Scotiand Yard, Jan. 22, 1799. (Signed) 
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2A Appendix (I.) 
Aan ACCOUNT of the Groſs Actual Receipt in Money, Net Pro- 
* : duce, and Payments into the Exchequer, of the Revenue ariſing 
* ; from HACKNEY COACHES and CHAIRS; alſo the 
»n Charges of Management, for One Year, ending 5th Day of 
l January 1799. | 
—= ; B x | 5 
8 : 3 Actual Receipt | Charges of | Payments into — 
" : January 1798. | in Money. Management. | the Exchequer. January 1799. 


28 


—— 
— — 8 


— —— 
— 


„ . Galle 4 a5 
457 15 326,187 12 6] 2,244 2 8023, 300 > o 601 6 1 


II 
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Joan Sol Ex, 
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M. Mok Ax x. 
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d. | 

of Appendix (K.) 
: An ACCOUNT of the Groſs Receipt, and Net Payments into 
the Exchequer, ariſing from Licences granted to HAWKERS 
and PEDLARS ; together with the Amount of Charges of 
Management and Allowances paid out of the faid Revenue, for 
the Year ending 5th January 1799. | 


3 0 Fa 
| 
OE Og Net Payments 
1 = Charges of : 
l 3 | Year ending 5th January 1799] Groſs Receipt. "Satan. [by Wh E 
3 4 Rhee, ER 
: 7 4. d. 1. 5. 4. &s fo d. + 
nr. 
le Ac- 3 | = 
|. and ws 75 | 
creaſe Office for Licenſing CrnaRLes PooLE, 
grols Hawkers, Pedlars, &c. R. Coktr. 
24th Janua*y 1799. | | 
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Alienation-office, 19th May, 1799. 
State of the PREFINE ACCOUNT to the 5th January 


I799, viz. 


Arrears remaining in the hands of the Lo ts 
Receiver-general, at the end of Mi- 
chaelmas Term 1797, ſtated to the 
Treaſury — — 

Money received on account of prefines, 


3,397 10 8 


from the iſt day of Michaelmas vaca- 3 
tion 1797, to the 5th of January 1798 699 10 © 
: — 4,097 © 8 
Money received on account of prefines 
in one year, ended th January 17999 < ] 3,997 3 4 
8,094 4 © 
Money paid to the clerk of the Hanaper 
in one year — — 2,000 © © 
Money paid for charges of management 1,128 18 9g 
Money paid into the Exchequer —- 1,798 19 4 
Money paid on account of repairs, pur- 
ſuant to Treaſury warrant _ 129 12 8 
5,057 10 9 
Balance in the hands of the Receiver-general, 5th 
January 179g, — — — — 3.036 13 3 


| 


There has alſo been received into the Alienation-office, on account of 


poſt fines, in one year, ended 5th January 1799, 3, 418l., and the ſum of 
40311. has been paid by the Receiver-general to ſundry Sheriffs, Lords 


of Liberties, &c. during the ſame period. 


Joan STEELE, Deputy Receiver, 


— — — ——_s 


Appendix (M.) 


GREEN WAX or POST FINES. 


Ihe amount of the groſs produce of the {. . 4. 
— fines received by John Jenkinſon, 
{q. Surveyor and Receiver-general 
of the Green Wax Money, remaining 
in his hands on the gth of January 


1798 — * 1,349 13 01 


The like, received by him, between the 
2 of January 1798 and the 5th of 
x 


nuary 1799 — 


* —_— _ — 


— — — 


b 


** 


Lo 4. d. 
247 13 8 


* 


ALLATsoN Burcn, Deputy Surveyor, 
and Receiver-general of the Green Wax. 


Ar 


3-3 


unt of 
ſum of 


Lords 


celver, 
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Appendix (N.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Monies paid into the Exchequer, ariſing 
from SEIZURES of Uncuſtomed and Prohibited Goods, be- 
tween the 5th of January 1798 and the Sch of January 1799. 


The monies paid into the Exchequer, ariſing from ſeizures of uncuſ- 
tomed and prohibited goods, between the 5th day of January 1798 and 
the 5th day of January 1799, amount to the ſum of forty-eight thouſand 
ſeyen hundred and fifty-two pounds three ſhillings and two-pence, 


Exchequer, the 11th day 


James FisHER, 
of February 1799. | 


Appendix (O.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the Money paid into 


the Exchequer for COMPOSITIONS, between 5th Day of 
January 1798 and 5th January 1799. | 


The total amount of the money paid into the Exchequer for compoſi. 
tions, between 5th day of January 1798 and 5th day of January 1799, 
is two pounds thirteen ſhillings and four-pence, 


Exchequer, the 11th day 


James FisHER, 
of February 1799. es -- 


Appendix (P.) : 
An ACCOUNT of the Payments into the Exchequer, between 


the 5th Day of January 1798 and the 5th Day of January 


1799, of Monies received for PROFFERS. 


F © 


The payments. into the Exchequer, between the 5th day of January 
1798 and the 5th day of January 1799, of monies received for proffers, 
amount to the ſum of fix hundred and twenty-five pounds ſixteen 
ſuillings. | 


Exchequer, the 11th day James Fis RRR. 


of February 1799. 
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176 PARLIAMENTARY 


Appendix (Q.) 
An ACCOUNT of the ſeveral Sums of Money received by Col. 
lectors and other Receivers, on Account of the LAND RE. 
VENUE of England and Wales, in the Year ending the 5th 
January 1799; together with the ſeveral Payments made there. 
out, on Account of Management, Perpetual Penſions and Sri. 
pends, Warrants by the Lords of the Treaſury on Account, for 
Extraordinary Debentures, &c. &c. within the ſaid Period: 
Alſo the BALANCES due by the ſaid Collectors, at the Com- 
mencement and the Termination of the Year. 


Balance due to the public by the Receiver-general, on 
the 5th January 1798 — — 19,321 3 10; 
Ditto in the hands of Thomas Cotton and William Mit- 
ford, Eſquires, agents for receiving the dividends on 


ſtock purchaſed by the ſale of Crown rents — 1,471 13 1 
Two half years dividend of ſtock — — 3.564 9 4 
Rents of lands received within the year — — 14,315 11 2 
Fines on leaſes _ — — — 2,879 o o 
Net rent of allum mines _ — — 960 o o 
Rent of light houſes — — — 8 


Note — The ſeveral accounts reſpecting this branch of 
the revenue, are obtained from five different offices; 
viz. 1ſt, The Auditors for the Land Revenue of 
England. 2dly, The Auditors for the Land Revenue 
of Wales. 3dly, The Treaſury Agents for receiving 
the Dividends of Stock purchaſed by the Sale of 
Crown Rents. Athly, The Receipt of the Ex- 
chequer, 5gthly, The Surveyor-general of the Crown 
Lands. Theſe accounts involve croſs payments made 
by officers of one branch to officers of another branch, 
and therefore the different accounts require to be ana- 
lyſed and arranged in one uniform plan, in order 
to comply with the order of the Houſe, 


425,818 10 91 


+» O©O © % ++ =» 


DEBATES. 
Appendix (Q.)—continued. 


By charges of management, including the office of the 


Surveyor-general of Crown Lands coo 
By perpetual penſions and ſtipends charged on the land 


Repayments and Payments from one Branch of the Revenue 
to another. 


Land-tax allowed — — 25 
Payments to Dr. King — — = 


Sundry ſmall ſums charged by the Auditors, againſt the 
Collectors, but which ſums not being actually received 
by them within the period of the above account, are 
therefore placed to the credit of collectors — 


Payments by Meſſrs, Cotton and Mitford, to ſundry Re- 
ceivers-general of the Land Revenue, to enable them 


to diſcharge the defici-ncy of certain arrears due in 


the year 1797, and which payments, though not made 
by Mr. Cotton and Mr, Mitford until the year 1798, 
are placed to the credit of the public, by theſe Recei- 
vers-general, in the year 1797, and conſtituted a part 
of the balance which they ſtate to be due by them on 
the 5th January 1798 — — 


— 


Payments to different perſons, by virtue of warrants 
from the Lords of His Majeſty's Treaſury, which 
were made applicable to defraying the expences of 
erecting public buildings, and to the ſecuring and 
improving His Majeſty's woods and foreſts — 


Payments into the Exchequer, on account of the rent 
of allum mines, and light houſes — — 


Balance in the hands of the different Receivers-general, 
on the 5th January 1799 — — 


Ditto in the hands of Thomas Cotton * William Mit- 
ford, Eſquires, on the 5th January 1799 — 


£o 4. A 


4,413 19 2 


6,605 16 11 


1,388 6 84 


3.740 14 1 


68 1 9g 


1,873 10 114 


6,611 o 104 
966 13 4 
15,035 1B 31 


1,814 8 83 


42,518 10 9+ 


Extracted by order of the Lords of the Treaſury from the original 


Accounts, 
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| Appendix (R). 
5 An ACCOUNT of the Monies paid into the Exchequer, other 
. 4 than thoſe arifing from the PUBLIC REVENUE, between Ne 
4 6th January 1798 and 5th January 1799; diſtinguiſhing each | 
0 Head of Payment. | | | = Nc 
. No. 6. Impreſt Money repaid by the executors of C. . d. N. 
* Richard Rigby — — — 17.282 6 o 
44 Ditto by Matthew Forſter, late Commiſſary of | 
bl Stores in the Leeward Iſlands — — 7o 4 N 
nl Nitto by Sir J. Dalling, late Governor of Jamaica o o o: i 
5 Ditto by William Chinnery, Agent for New = Nc 
br South Wales — 265 6 11 N 
354 Ditto by Sir Tho. Bullock, Agent for Senegambia Goo o o Ne 
Wi Ditto by Thomas Shirley, for contingent ex- | = x 
ib pences at Dominica 38 4 9 55 a 
1 Ditto by Alexander Daviſon, Commiſſary to the % 
N Army under Earl Moira — — 466 6 8 Ne 
1 Ditto by Henry Hughs, for printing Journals of 7 
18 the Houſe of Commons — — 1949 
bY Ditto by General Woodley — 145 14 o WE Ne 
Bs Ditto by the executors of J. Durand, by J. White 27,630 11: 4, ME 
„ Ditto by C. Harriſon, on account of General = Nc 
1 Hope „60 N 
FEW Ditto by T. Cotton, late Paymaſter to American < 
115 Loyaliſts | — 1,70 © © 
. Ditto by Thomas Buckholme, on account of Ne 
We John Buckholme, Commiffary-general in the 
3 Mediterranean — 1,700 o 0 
3 Ditto by William Macarnick, late Governor of 
1 Cape Breton 287 16 45 
\®; Ditto by H. E. Fox, adminiſtrator to Lord Hol- 
1 land, late Pay maſter of His Majeſty's forces 5,000 © o 
3 Ditto by Lieutenant-colonel Twiſs, Commander 
1 of Engineers in Canada — — 1,015 19 6; 
3 Ditto by Kender Maſon, executor of Kender 20 
1 Maſon, contractor — 1,000 © o 
4 Ditto by Thomas Lewis, on account of John 
BY Macombe, Eſq. Treaſurer to the Army under 
3h General Burgoyne 40 1 7} 
7 1 Ditto by Valentine Jones, Commiſſary- general 
| 4 at the Leeward Iſlands —— 5,500 © o 
"2 Ditto by John Hatſell — 192 16 9 
3 Ditto by A. Newland, overplus of intereſt re- 
bf | ] ceived by the Bank on Exchequer bills 576 11 4 
1 Ditto by Samuel Bean, Commiſſary in South 
4 America — 265 13 


0 
Ditto by W. B. Clinton, Barrack- maſter at Plymouth 79 0 6 
Ditto by repreſentatives of the right honourable 

Geo. Grenville, late Treaſurer of the Navy : 3-984 6 5 
Ditto by J. Charlton, Agent to a Corps of Invalids o © 6 
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| £ & ii 
Brought over - . 61,873 3 11 
No. 4. Money paid by the Commiſſioners for the ſale 
of Dutch property — — 50, 00 © o 
No. 5: Ditto by Claude Scott, on account of corn ſold 
for the uſe of Government — — 75,000 © © 
No. 6. Ditto by W. Mitford, on account of G. P. 
Ricketts, Governor of Barbadoes — 3293 7 3 
No. 2. Ditto by A. Newland, on account of the Com- 
miſſioners for Exchequer bills — 112,800 © © 
No. 6. Ditto by S. Davies, in part of a fine recovered | 
in the Court of Exchequer — 2c. 18 © 
No. 6. Ditto by George Roſe, inſpector of green wax 1,996 o 91 
No. 3. Ditto by Edward Roberts, being the reſidue of 
Exchequer fees — — 29,963 6 4 
No. 6. Ditto by the right honourable William Pitt, re- | 
ceived from a perſon unknown, on account of 
the window tax, for ten years — — 3 & 
No. 6. Ditto, by C. Townſhend, for intereſt on tontine, 
anno 1789 220 11 © 
No. 6. Ditto by J. Newman, in part of a penalty of 81: 6 7 @ 
No. 5. Ditto by Brook Watſon, on account of corn 
ſold for the uſe of Government — 37,800 © © 
No, 1, Ditto by Meſſrs. Puget and Bainbridge, on ac- 
count of loans raiſed in this kingdom for the 
ſervice of Ireland, due 1oth of October 1798 
and th day of January 1799 _ 236,743 1 4 


606,323 15 74 


Exchequer, 
zoth day of February 1799. 
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Appendix (S.) 
CASH received on Account of the ENGLISH and IRISH LOTTERIE9 
| from the 5th January 1798 to the th January 1799. 


1798. i 1 
Jan. sth. — Balance in hand — — Gn 1,685 0 6 
Licences for lottery- office keepers _ 2,250 © 0 
Stamps for Engliſh lottery DE kn — 2,088 8 2 
Ditto for Iriſh lotteries 2 — 1,276 1 10 
Of ſundry lottery- office — 2 towards defraying the 
expences of the expreſs from Dublin for the Iriſn 
lotteries — — — 1,653 15 o 
Impreſt repaid By Thomas Wood — — 0 © o 
Imprett repaid - an Froſt, on account of the late 
Gibbs Crawfor — _ 750 © © 
Ditto by Thomas Wood on account of ditto — 500 © © 


Fot the expreſſes of the Engliſh lottery ſent to 


For penalties — — _ 750 © © 
: 11,792 12 6 


x — 


— — 


CASH paid on Account of the ENGLISH and IRISH LOTTERIES, 
from the 5th January 1798 to the 5th January 1799. 


For ſundry incidental expences for advertiſements, J. , 4. 
&c. and for payment of perſons employed in Ire- 
land, for making out the ſlips of the drawing of 
the Iriſh lotteries; and for-perſons ſent there from 
London on the lottery account, and for payments to 


the Commiſſioners of the lotteries for the clerks ſeats 115 11 $ 
For ſalaries — — — 352 10 0 
Impreſt to Edmund Eſtcourt, Eſq. Solicitor — 3,500 © © 
Impreſt to Thomas Wood, Inſpector — 250 © 0 
John Willan, for expences in conveying the Iriſh lot- 

tery expreſſes, &c. — — 819 1 0 


For expences in forwarding a daily expreſs from 

Dublin, with the flips of the drawing of the 

Iriſh Lotteries — — — 1,250 0 ® 
John Froſt and Thomas Wood, ſo much being paid 

them by the late Gibbs Crawfurd out of the ſum 

of 1, 450l. impreſt to him at different times, which 

they have expended on the lottery account 1,250 0 0 
Thomas Wood, ſo much paid him by an order from 
the Treaſury — — — goo © 0 
Edmund Eftcourt, which with 5 21. 16s. received by 

him, and alſo 4.700l. impreſt to him at different 

times as ſtated in the bill, is in full of his bill for 


proſecutions, &c. — — 797 12 5 
1798, Nov. 21.—Paid into the Exchequer  — 910 6 
1799, Jan. gth—Balance in hand — — Ne 1% 11 0 

; 11,792 12 6 


G fOr 'THRING, pro Receiver-general. 


1 

O 
O 
O 
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Appendix (T.) 

An ACCOUNT of the ſeveral Sums of Money ariſing from an 
AR of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, granting His Majeſty 
« An Aid and Contribution for the proſecution of the War,” 
paid into the Exchequer from the Commencement of the ſaid 


AR, until the 5th Day of January 1799, on Account of VO- 
LUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS, or Contributions in 


Part to cover Aſſeſſed Taxes, impoſed by the ſaid AR. 


_ 
Voluntary cofitributions — — 1.976% 13 1h 
Aﬀeſſed taxes — — — 1,437,025 10 54 


3.794.553 4 31 


Memorandum As the Bank pay into the Exchequer all ſums under 
the head of Voluntary Contributions, it is impoſſible for the Exchequer to 
diſtinguiſh the ſurplus of the alleſſed taxes. 

Exchequer, James FisSHER., 


11th February 1799. 


—  ——— —— HD2' 
Appendix (V.) 

An ACCOUNT of the total Sums of Money, which have been 
paid into the Exchequer on Account of PUBLIC LOANS, 
between the 5th Day of January 1798 and the 5th Day of 
January 1799. | 


The total ſums of money which have been paid into the Exchequer on 
account of public loans, between the 5th day of January 1798 and the 
gth day of January 1799, are as follows; viz, 


4. 
On the loan of 16, 120, oool. raiſed anno 1797 132 5 6 
Ditto - of 17, ooo, oool. raiſed anno 17998 16, 775,001 15 2 
Ditto - of 3, ooo, oool. raiſed anno 1799 300, 00 0 © 
17,075,734 © 8 
Exchequer, — 
11th February 1799. James Fisntk, 


a. 
Appendix (W.) 

An ACCOUNT of the Sums of Money which remained in the 
Exchequer on the 5th Day of January 1798 and the 5th Day 
of January 1799; diſtinguiſhing the Amount of the Monies 
appropriated or reſerved for particular Purpoſes from that which 
were unappropriated. | 
All ſums of money which remained in the Exchequer on the th day of 


January 1798 and the 5th day of January 1799, were approptiated. 
Exchequer, the 11th Day 


of February 1799. James Fiss. | 
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ACCOUNTS 


PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, RESPECTING Tur 
PUBLIC REVENUE, 
And EXPORTS and IMPORTS of GREAT BRITAIN, 


TO THE FIFTH OF JANUARY 1799. 


OO —O—  ——_ H—U—— 
No. II. 


—— 


LIST. 


(No. 1.) An account of the income of the Conſolidated Fund, for the 
year ended the 5th of January 1799, &c. 


2. An account of the net produce of all the Permanent Taxes, for 

one year, ended 2 January 1798; diſtinguiſhing each 

quarter, and diſtinguiſhing the duties impoſed in 1793, 1794, 

1795. 1796, and 1797. 

3. An account of the net produce of all the Permanent Taxes, for 

one year ending th day of January 1799; diſtinguiſhing each 

quarter, and diſtinguiſhing the duties impoſed in 1793, 1794, 
1795, 1796, 1797, and 1798. 

4. An account of the value of all Imports into, and all Exports 

from Great Britain, for twelve years preceding the 5th of 


January 1799, &c. 

$5. An account of the quantities of the 3 articles in the nature 
of Raw Materials, imported into and uſed in Manufactures 

in Great Britain, for twelve years preceding the 5th of 
January 1799 ; diſtinguiſhing each article and each year. 


6. An account of the quantity of the principal articles in the nature 
of Raw Materials, imported into * uſed in Manufactures 
in Great Britain, on an annual medium of the following pe- 
riods ; videlicet, the five years preceding the 5th of January 
1776, the five years preceding the 5th of January 1787, the 
five years preceding the ;th of January 1792, and the five 
years preceding the 5th of January. 1799 ; diſtinguiſhing 
_each article. | | 


THY 


IN, 


i 


* 1 ** 
. 


Conſolidated Cuſtoms, after deducting 116, 676l. 58. 


Conſolidated Exciſe Duties — — 
Brought to this account by act 34 Geo. III. cap. 20. 


Ditto by act 34 Geo. III. cap. 33. out of exciſe duty 


Conſolidated Stamp Duties — — 
Brought to this account by act 36 Geo. III. cap. 12 5. 


DEBATES. 133 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in Par- 


liament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the INCOME of the CONSOLIDATED 


FUND, for the Year ended the 5th Day of January 1799 ; 
and alſo of the Actual Payments thereout, within the ſaid Year; 
and of the future Annual Charge upon the ſaid Fund, as it ſtood 
on the 5th Day of January 1799, (ſubjeR to ſuch Decreaſe in 
the Charge as may ariſe from the Decreaſe in the Charges of 
Management of Stock purchaſed by the Commiſſioners for the 
Reduction of the National Debt :) Diſtinguiſhing the Income 
applicable to paying the Charge for Debt exiſting prior to the Year 
1793; and alſo the Income derived from the Duties impoſed in 
each ſubſequent Year ; together with the Charge created in each 
correſponding Year: And in reſpect of what Sums raiſed, or 


Bills funded, ſuch Charge was created in each of the ſaid 
Years. 


INCOME. 


8d, by act 37 Geo. III. cap. 15. to be carried 
to account of duties pro anno 1790, being the 
computed annual ſaving to the Public on account 


of the reduction in the drawback on the exporta- 
tion of ſugar — — — 


3,039,076 13 6 
7.234896 16 55; 


out of exciſe duty on paper, anno 1794, in lieu of 


duties then repealed, at 7 5, oool. per annum — 75,000 © © 


on ſpirit licences, anno 1794, in lieu of duties then 
repealed, at 36, oool. per annum — — 18,000 © 0 
1,026,604 14 


* 


WW 


out of ſtamp duty on hats, anno 1796, in lieu of 
duties then repealed, at 9,479l. 118. per annum 


V2 


9,353 13 


Ditto by act 33 Geo. III. cap. 28. out of ſtamp 
duty on bills and receipts, anno 1793, in lieu of 
duties then repealed, at 128, Gol. per annum 

Ditto by act 36 Geo. III. cap. 52. out of ſtamp 
duty on legacies, anno 1796, in lieu of duties then 
repealed, at 41,079 l. per annum — — 


128,600 


60,742 


INCIDENTS, 


Reſerved; by act 37 Geo. III. cap. 18. out of con- 
ſolidated letter money, being the average annual 
produce of that duty prior to the year 17995 = 


410,555 
Bb 2 


O. 


6 


0 


to 


A - 


2 AS 
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e 
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f ; * INCOME — continued. | 
* | „„ 
Yi | Conſolidated duties on ſalt, anno 1760, 322,210 6. 45 Alie 
3 Reſerved, by act 38 Geo, III. cap. 6d. « 
bo. 89, out of conſolidated duty on 18. d 
1 ſalt, in lieu of the above duties Haw 
Bk then repealed, at 406, 220l. per Hacl 
A annum — — ee, REF "IP 4 Rent 
. — 423,768 6 41 Lice 
| Duty on houſes and windows, anno Arie 
1766 — — 105,271 18 23 
Reſerved, by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 
40. out of the conſolidated duties 
on houſes and windows, anno 
1798, in lieu of the above duties 
then repealed, at 327,900l. per Arre 
( annum — = 163,959 0 © 
36g,221 18 2; 
Duty on inhabited houſes, anno 1779, 93,090 1 4 
Reſerved, by ach 38 Geo, III — ö 
40. out of conſolidated duties on 
inhabited houſes, in lieu of the 
above duty then repealed, at 
148, 600l. per annum — 74.300 © o 
| 107,390 13 4 8 
Duty on male ſervants, anno 1785, 57,774 4 104 | | 
Referved, by act 38 Geo. III. cap. EX 
41. out of the conſolidated duties 
on male ſervants, in lieu of the 
above duty then repealed, at Mo! 
93,000l, per annum — 46,5900 © © P 
a — 04,74 4101 a 
Duty on horſes, anno 178 — 82,099 2 of - 
Reſerved, by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 
41. out of conſolidated duties on Imp 
horſes, in lieu of the above duty © 
then repealed, at 106,0001, per | Dit 
mi A — _ | $3,000 © © | f 
1 = | — — — 135,097 2 05 I 
'Y 5 Duty on four-wheeled tarriages, anno f Di 
Kel; 789 — — 96,603 15 6 Di, 
* Duty on two-wheeled ditto — 29,508 14 24 r 
Reſerved, by act 38 Geo. III. cap. Di 
41. out of conſolidated duties on a 
carriages, in lieu of the above Di 
duties then repealed, at 200, oool. | | 
per annum — — 100,000 © "O _. Di 
226,112 9 84 | 
, | | 
Seizures ſince 25th October 1760 — — 8.752 3 2 . 
Profers, ditto , — , — — 5 25 5 16 © 2 
Alum mines, 1760 — — 960 0 o : 
Compoſitions, 1760 — — 5 33 46 


DEBATES. 185 
INCOME continued. 
| fo %& 
Alienation duty — — _ : 1,998 19 4 
6d. deduction on penſions, 1921 —— — 50,040 © © 
18. ditto on ſalaries, 1758 — — 68.565 5 4 
Hawkers and pedlars, anno 1710 — — 4954 3 6 
Hackney coaches and chairs, 1711 and 1784 — 22,100 © © 
d. Rent of a light-houſe : — 6-334 
45 Licences for ſelling lottery tickets — — 910 6 x 
Aricars—Duty on ſhops — — 72 
waggons — — — 2 16 
carts — — — 16 1 © 
female ſervants — — 4 | 
4. 4 4. 
Arrears of 45 48. aid 1781 _ 20 12 0 | 
53 48. — 1789 — 566 18 52 | 
2; 54 48. — 1790 — 650 0 © 0 
55 48. — 1791 _ 6co o © j 
56 48. — 1792 — 2,201 5 6 1 
57 4% — 1793 — 1,224 8 o * 
58 48. — 1794 — $5,903 8 47 þ 
59 4%. — 1795 — 9,904 17 104 9 
60 48. — 1796 — 144,638 19 64 | 38 
| - — 165,760 9 83 0 
4 * 
Arrears of duty on malt, 1794 — 381 4 4 j 
Ditto ditto 1795 2B & 6 
Ditto ditto 1796 — 20,840 © © 1 
1 — ” 22,475 * 4 o 
Money reſerved for the uſe of the BM 
Public in reſpet of the nominees | f 
10} appointed by the Commiſſioners of # 
the Treaſury, purſuant to act zoth 9 
Geo. III. - 2 - 24,334 19 OF. ; 
Impreſt mone id by the executors 15 
of Richard Rigby s — 7,282 6 © 1 
Ditto by Matthew Forſter, Commiſ- 1 
ſary of Stores in the Leeward 1 
05 Iſlands — — 716 4 81 i 
a Ditto by Sir John Dalling, late Go- 17 
vernor of Jamaica — — © © of | 3 
Ditto by William Chinnery, Agent for wy 
New South Wales — — 265 611 7 
Ditto by Thomas Bullock, Agent for | 
Senegambia — — 600 © © 


Ditto by Sir Thomas Shirley, for con- 
tingent expences at Dominica — 38 4 9g 
Ditto by Alexander Daviſon, Com- 
miſſary to the Army under Earl 
Olira — 3 36 8 
Ditto by Henry Hughs, for printing 
the Journals of the Houſe of Com- 
mons — — — „. 


r 


466 6 8 


— n 
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INCOME=—continued. 


reſt Money repaid by General 
1 — 5 — 


S o 


by Joſeph White — 
Ditto by C. Harriſon, on account of 

General Hope — — 
Ditto by T. Cotton, late Paymaſter to 

American Loyaliſts — 


count of J. Buckholm, Commiſſary- 


5 general in the Mediterranean 

. Ditto by W. Macarmick, late Go- 
+3 vernor of Cape Breton _ 
. Ditto by H. E. Fox, adminiſtrator to 
: In Lord Holland, late Paymaſter of 
FN His Majeſty's forces — 
1 Ditto by Lieutenant Colonel Twiſs, 


Commander of Engineers in Canada 
Ditto by Kender Maſon, executor of 
Kender Maſon, Contractor in Eaſt 
Florida — _ 
Ditto by Thomas Lewis, on account- 
of John Macombe, Eſq. Treaſurer 
- to the Army under General Bur- 
goyne — — 1 — 
Ditto by Valentine Jones, Eſq. Com- 
miſlary-general at the Leeward 
Iflands || — — — 
Ditto by John Hatſell, Eſq. — 
Ditto by Abraham Newland, Eſq. 
overplus of intereſt received by the 
Bank on Exchequer Bills — 
Ditto by Samuel Bean, Eſq. Commiſ- 
ſary to the Army in South America 
Ditto by William B. Clinton, Eſq. 
Barrack Maſter at Ply mouth — 
Ditto by the repreſentatives of the 
right honourable George Grenville 
Treaſurer of the Navy — 
Ditto by John Charlton, Agent to a 


Money paid by the Commiſſioners for 
the ſale of Dutch property - 
Ditto by Claude Scott, Eſq. on ac- 

count of corn ſold for the ufe of 

Government — — 
Ditto by Milliam Mitford, Eſq. on 

account of George Poyytz Ricketts, 


Ditto by Stephen Davies, in part of a 
fine recovered in the Court of Ex- 
chequer — — 


Ditto by the executors of J. Durand, 


Ditto by Thomas Buckholm, on ac- 


Corps of Invalids — 


Eſq. Governor of Barbadoes — 
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Gt 
145 14 
27,030 11 


3,372 19 


1,700 © 


1,700 © 
287 15 


$,000 o 


1,015 19 


1,000 0 


79» 


3-984 6 
0 © 


50, 00 © 
75,000 o 


9 


25 18 


. 
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DEBATES. - 
INCOME— continued. 


„ 
Money paid by George Roſe, Eſq. 
inſpector of green wax _ 1,796 o 9 
Ditto by Edward Roberts, Eſq. being 
the reſidue of Exchequer fees 29,963 6 4 
Ditto by the right honourable William 
Pitt, received from a perſon un- 
known, on account of the window 
tax for ten years — — 
Ditto by Charles Townſhend, Eſq. 
for intereſt on Tontine, anno 1789 220 11 
Ditto by John Newman, in part of a 
penalty of 81, — — 
Ditto by Brooke Watſon, Eſq. on 
account of corn, &c. for the uſe of ih 
Government — 72 37,800 0 0 


* 2 
o 
2 


9 


256,780 14 34 


Total of Income applicable to paying the charge — 
for debt exiſting prior to the year 1793, 14,697, 500 6 24 


DUTIES pro anno 1793. 
Britiſh ſpirits, anno 1791 


— — 386.943 0 © 

Game duty — — — 16,882 1 3 
Surplus of duty on bills and receipts, after reſerving | 

the annual average produce as aforeſaid — 46,990 7 8 


1 


10], per cent, on aſſeſſed taxes — 20,324 19 63 
Reſerved by acts 38 Geo. III. cap. 
40 and 41. out of conſolidated du- 
ties, in lieu of the above duty then 
repealed, at 90, 790l. per annum, 45,395 © © 


65,719 19 64 
218,335 8 $7 


DUTIES pro anno 1794. 


Sugar, anno 1791 — — 277,258 17 14 
Foreign ſpirits — — vis 131,650 0 
Britiſh ſpirits, anno 1794 — — 88,428 0 0 
Foreign ditto — 


any — 126,796 0 © 
urplus of duty on ſpirit licences at 5th April and 5th ; 


July 1798, after reſerving the average produce as 


8 


aforeſa1 —— gp 851 10 © 
Glaſs 3 — — x 22 &. 0 
Bricks and tiles (Cuſtoms) — — 60 15 3 
Ditto (Exciſe) — — 44-5429 0 © 
aper (Exciſe) after reſerving the annual 
average produce as aforeſaid 79,734 © 0 
Ditto (Cuſtoms) — 1 I 
Slates and ſtones — — 13,063 3 5} 
Attornies' articles — — * 19,126 1 4 


. Ny | 890,595.13 3% 
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44 INCOME —continued. F 
1's | = 
_ DUTIES pro anno 1 795. * 5 k 
tk Britiſh ſpirits — — 89,037 Wi © 
"88 Foreign ditto — — 127,025 © 0 Z 
Y N Wines — — — 5 397-2909 o o F 
f 1 Sweets — — — 5,995 © © 2 
1 Cocoa — — — 22,723 © 0 Do 
* Stamps * 8 34-413 18 3 1 
i 4 Ship policies 3 — 101,419 8 9 
: f Hair powder certificates — — 157,017 6 3 
3B Receipts — — — 17 
Bt Fruits, ſilk, &c. — — 106, 436 19 4 
# Coals — — — 10,783 5 0 
* Tea — — — 221,081 © 0 rol. 
bt Conſolidated letter money, the computed annual in- R 
alt} creaſe of revenue, by reaſon of the reſtriction of 
8 franking per act 35 Geo, III. 40,000. © o 
dhe Spirit licences — 29,101 10 0 
* | 1,357,082 11 19; 
530 DUTIES pro anno 1796. 
* 4. . 
Horſes uſed for riding, Kc. — 74+397 11 10; 
Reſerved by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 5 
41. out of conſolidated duties on Pepp 
horſes uſed for riding, &c. in lieu 20l. 
of the above duty then repealed, Britt 
at 106,000l. per annum — $53,000 © o Fore! 
: — — 127,397 11 101 Aut 
| Deed 
Tobacco . . . . . * . 173,049 0 V Coco 
Horſe dealers? licerices V 1,322 3 8 Ares 
Wine (Exciſe) . . . . . . 99,817 © 0 Stage 
Wine (Cuſtoms) - . . - . . 457» I 83 3 7 Sugat 
Sweets . 5 . . . . - 6,200 0 © Brick 
Surplus of duty on legacies, after re- Tea 
ſerving the average produce as Spirit 
"=p aforeſaid . . . 1 28,267 12 3 
1 Ditto on hats, at 5;th April, 5th July, Plate 
EY: 0 and teth October 1798, after re- | Surpl, 
ſerving ditto . . . . 37,4743" 1 6 — 
28. duty on horſes uſed for huſbandry, 56,403 9 33 Tap, 
» Referved byact 38 Geo. III. cap. 
41. out of conſolidated duties 20l. p 
on horſes uſed for huſbandry, in vurply 
lieu of the above duty then re- ſum 
pealed, at 95,009). per annum, 47,500 © © cap. 
— — 1} y 4 
The computed annual faving, by re- 
_ ducing the allowance tor waſte on Vo 


ſalt —.— — . „ - $6,000 ©. © 


| oo 


Ha wwowooodgod N 


© 6 — 
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— 
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31 


— oo 2, 


portation of ſugar 


Dogs —— 


annum 


Pepper — 
20l, per cent. 
Britiſh ſpirits 
Foreign ditto 
Auctions 

Deeds — 
Cocoa 


Stage coaches 


Sugar 1 
Bricks . 
Tea 

Ditto 
Plate 8 


Tap, 18, | —— 


DEBATES, 


INCOME - continued. 


Taken out of conſolidated cuſtoms, 
being the computed annual ſaving 
to the public on account of the re- 
duction on the drawback on the ex- 


lol. per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes 
Reſerved by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 


40 and 41. out of conſolidated 
duties in lieu of the above duty 


then repealed, at 80, 190l. per 


Arrears of clocks and watches 


— — 


Surplus of letter money, after reſerving the ſeveral 
ſums of 410, 5561. and 40, oool. per act 37 G. III. 


Reſerved by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 
41. out of duty on dogs, in lieu 
of the above duty then repealed, 

at 70,000l. per annum 


— — 


20l. per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes 
Surplus of ditto, after reſerving the 


4 
44.178 11 7 


30, 887 + 24 


— 


22,228 16 94 


34.133 17 43 


— 


189 


46 


116,076 5 8 


75,965 15 94 


56,362 14 2 


— — 


1 


319,715 17 9 


3 win 


DUTIES pro anno 1797. 


Spirit licences by act 37 Geo. III. cap. 17. 
ditto 


cap. 102. ꝙ—„— 


1 
153,915 © 0 


ſums as directed by acts 38 G. III. 


cap. 40 and 41. 


Vor. IX. 


744327 10 104 


Ti 


124,292 4 62 


91,604 o © 
126,874 0 0 
46,913 © © 
573,249 15 © 
5433 ©6-V 
35.420 © © 
$4,347 8 10 
384,751 10 4 
23,4920 © 
261,680 0 0 
101,906 o o 
13,250 0 0 
3 3 K. 
215,444 0 © 


228,242 10 for 
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INCOME - continued. 


1 
Duty on horſes uſed for riding, &. 2,980 0 © 


Surplus of conſolidated duties on 
horſes uſed for riding, &c. after 
reſerving the ſeveral ſums as di- Co i 
rected by act 38 Geo. III. cap. 41. 12,261 16 2 


—— 


15,241 16 
38. duty on horſes uſed for huſ- 

bandry — — 575540 © © 
Surplus of conſolidated duties on 

horſes uſed for huſbandry, after 

reſerving the ſum as direted by 


act 38 Geo. III. cap. 14. 50,898 © 1 


E 


108,435 0 
Duty on houſes and windows, by 

act 37 Geo. III. cap. 40. 35,620 © © 
Surplus of conſolidated duties on 

houſes and windows, after reſerv- 

ing the ſum as directed by act | 

38 Geo. III. cap. 40 — 220,302 12 8 
— 2 56,002 12 


"I 


Surplus of conſolidated duties on in- 
habited houſes, after reſerving the 
ſum directed by act 38 Geo. III. 


cap. 40. - - - 4.582 10 
Duty on male ſervants, by act | 

37 Geo. III. — — 6.30 0 6 
Surplus of conſolidated duties on n 


male ſervants, after reſerving the 
ſum directed by act 38 Geo. III. 
cap. 41. — * 8,340 10 3 


: 


—1 


Money paid by Meſſrs. Puget and Bainbridge, in- 
tereſt, &c. on account of 1,500,000. advanced to 
the Government of Ireland, by act 37 Geo, III. 116,012 4 


13,570 98 
2,684,789 2 9} 
8 

2,800,801 7 61 


DUTIES pro anno 1798. 


. 
Duty on falt — _ 100,429 12 8 


Surplus of duties on ſalt from roth 
October 1798, after reſerving the 
ſum directed by act 38 Geo. III. 
cap. ?9tn.— — 102,895 15 42 

ä — 203,325 8 


0} 
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INCOME - continued. 
: fo % 
Armorial bearings — — — 20,588 0 0 
Tea — —— — — 78,329 © 0 
Spirit licences — — — 1, 500 © 0 


393,739 8 0 
Money paid by Meſſrs. Puget and Bainbridge, for in- : 


tereſt, &c, on account of 2,000,000l. advanced to 


the Government of Ireland, by act 38 Geo. III. 120,730 16 8 


424470 4 84 


N. B. In the foregoing account, where any of the ſums directed to be 
ſet apart exceed the average eſtimate, the ſurplus is to make good former 
deficiencies ; and where leſs, the whole produce is applied. 


TOTALS of INCOME, 


Total income of the conſolidated fund, applicable to- 

wards paying the charge exiſting prior to the year 
14,697, 500 6 24 
Total of duties impoſed towards defraying additional 


1793 — — — — 


charge, created anno 1793 — — 218,535 8 57 
Ditto ditto 1794 — — 890, 595 13 35 
Ditto ditto 1795 _— — 1,357,082 11 94 
Ditto ditto 1796 — — 1.30 4 
Ditto ditto 1797 — — 2,800,801 7 5 
Ditto ditto 1798 _ — 424,470 4 84 


21,708,701 9 9 

Money paid by Abraham Newland, Eſquire, on ac- 

count of the Commiſſioners for iſſuing Exchequer 

bills for the relief of the Grenada merchants, &c. 
by act 35 Geo, III. — — — 112,800 © 0 


21,821,501 9 9 


— — 


Total income of the conſolidated fund, in the year | 
ended the th January 1799 — — 21,821,550 9 9 


2 OY 
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(No. t) Account of the Conſolidated Fund, for the Year ending 51h 
January 17 99—continued, 


— b 
2 * 5 1 ry <5. RS 
12 3 „ F, 


. 


*. * 


1 0 1 * 
* ' 
ET RT 


=E nf £649.45 GL 


. : Ne Payment out ol Future Annual Charge 8 
= the Conſolidated Fund, upon the Conſolidated WR 
1 CHARGE. in the Year ended-the Fund, as it Rood on the * 
0 BY 4 5th Dav of A 5th day of January A 
oP 1799. 1799. F 
= — ans: TT | 
13814 Exchequer, ” 3 SYED OP 2 
3 Annuities for long term's 14]. | 5 
IF? per cent. — — 0 48,515 2 6 bi 
'*#; Ditto, 2-7th exciſe — — 6,365 12 © 6,365 12 0 2 
38 Ditto, 3 Jol. per week — 31,8 30 6 8 31,830 6 8 45 
vl Ditto, — 1706 — 24-724 11 6 24,724 31 6 33 
A Ditto, 1707 — — 1 „ 2 
if Ditto, per 1ſt act, anno 1708 4.918 12 7 4,918 12 7 2 
oY Ditto, 2d act, 1708 8 1607 5 3 5 
I Ditto, 2 and z lives — „„ 8,195 12 © H 
1455 Ditto, ; Mo. 12,318. 5 © 418 79 Y 
hk SM, -» i 1748 22.466 10 © 22,466 10 0 3 
el Ditto, . : 1757 24,567 0 24.667 ̃ 0 * 
* Ditto, „„ 2,769 13 © 2,709 13 © 5 
+M Ditto, 1799 $4174 18 7 $,174 18 7 
1 Ditto, with benefit of ſurviver: . 
ny ſhip, anno 1700 540 © © 540 © © 4 
4 — 17809 . 42,802 1 © 42,802 1 © * 
2 2200 » 
1 it Scuth-Sea Company, 
5 5 On their preſent capital of | 
1 245065, o8 fl. 138. 112d. 7354974 13 11 1354974 13 11 
. 
3 Chief Caſhier of the Scuth-Sea 
bit 17 Company. 
no Annuities on 1,919,6col. at zl. 
„ per cent. h : „ 8. 58,369 1 6 
nj | tl 
hp Bank of England. t 
7 1 At 3l. per cent. per annum. g v 
. On their capital of 4.000,000). t] 
IS purchaſed of the South-Sca D. « 
285 Company, with charges of 
3 management 0 121,898 3 5 121,898 3 5 Dn! 
5 Ditto of 500,0col. for cancel. 5 Dut 
7 ling Exchequer bills. : 15,200 © © I5,000 © o Dal 
1 | Annuities on 1, 2 50, ocol. grant- 5 Rep 
. GEES 1 5 © 37,500 © © 37,500 © © þ 
A Ditto on 1,7 $0,000). anno 1719 52,800 ©. 0 652,500 © 0 Ear 
| Ditto on 3,200,000]. — 1743, Lor 
with charges of management 100,000 © o 100,000 © o Lor 
Ditto on 986, Scol. anno 1746 | 29,004 o © 29,004 o 0 Lad 


0000 O h & 


O 


9 9 n 
n | teh a cs TS "> "ON AF ions Of * * hoo P 8 2 r * 3 
" y * * 8 9 SY * Bad 8 * * 7 3 8 * . x Sed L 3 
e ö c + £ 3 AS To de „ 8 A l — . 
p nl, aro ian . 5 r I! r 2 . : 
1 b F 2 e * AA . 9 — 
4 Ee at od * BED 2 a ; 
8 * - = 4s - 


4 mop tp 


CHARGE=—continued. | 


ow — 


Chief Caſhier of the Bank of 
England. 

Annuities on 107,399, 6961. 5s. 
11d, conſolidated 31. per cent. 
annuities . . 

Ditto on 41, 540, 0731 168. 4d. 
reduced 31. per cent, annuities 

Ditto on 1,000,000]. grante: 
anno 1726 . . . 

Ditto on 32,7 50,c00l. conſoli- 
dated 41. per cent, annuities 

Ditto on 17,*69,9931. gs. 10d. 


conſolidated 51. per cent. ann. 


Ditto for 99, 98, 89, 78, 77+] 


755 years, granted annis 176i, 
1762, 1789, 1782, 1783, 
1784, and 3790 . . 
Ditto for 10 years, granted anno 
1777 SW . 
Ditto for zo and 29 years, 
granted 1778 and 1779, 
and for 184 years, anno 1790, 
in lieu of life annuities at the 
Exchequer, anno 1789 . 
For the ſupport of His Majeſty's 
houſehold . . . 
Edward Roberts, Eſq. firſt clerk 
to the Clerk of the Pells, on 
650]. per annum, formerly 
paid to the Auditor of the Re- 
ceipt of His Majeſty's Ex- 
chequer, for ſalaries to the 
officers of the Exchequer Bill- 
office, but now payable to him 


by act 23 Geo. III. Re. 


Anne Caſs, late office-keeper in 
the office for managing the 
former duties on wine licences 

The Judges of England and 


Wales, in augmentation of 


their ſalaries . 4 . 
D. of Glouceſter, on his annuity 
Ditto, on ditto '} 


Duke of York, on ditto 
Duickeſsof York, on her annuity 
Duke of Clarence, on his annuity 
Repreſentatives of Art. Onſlow, | 
Eſq. on his annuity . , 
Earl of Chatham, on his annuity 
Lord Rodney, on ditto 
Lord Heathfield, on ditto | 


DEBATES. 
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Actual Payment, &c. [Future Ani Charge, &c. 
| 4. 4. d. P a Ss d. 
| 
3.263,44) © Oz] 3,263,060 15 c3- 
1,260,802 4 1 | 1,260,293 17 1 
30,459 © © 30,459 h © 
13243599 7 © | *3742309 7:0 
901,541 3 53] 901,541 3 62 
712,668 11 6] 712,668 11 64 
25, 00 © © 25,000 © © 
4239059 5 gi} 423-039 5 92 
898,002 © © $95,000 o o 
659 © 0 650 © © 
20 © © 20 0 © 
13,050 0. © 13.00 © © 
8.000 © © 8,000 o. o 
9,000 © © 9,200 O o 
14,000 © C 14,000 o © 
4,000 © © 4,000 © © 
12,000 © Q 12,000 © o 
3,000 © © 3,000 © © 
4,000 © © 4,900 0 0 
2,00 © © 2,000 '© 0 
I,500- O © 1,500 © O 
1,000 © © 1,000 © O 


Lady Dorcheſter, on her annuity | 


— — 


. 7 RICE LINN 
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CHARGE=—conrinuecd. Actual Payment, &c. Future An? Charge, & Th 
©» & C. 5. 4 Henry) 
Marquis of Bute, on his annuity 7,000 o © 7,000 © o of tb 
Philip Deare, Eſq. on ditto 300 © © 390 © o com 
* Wiggleſworth, Eſq. on ditto 300 © © 300 © 0 7 John 
Charles Harris, Eſq. on ditto 200 © © 200 o 0 MT the i 
Sir William Muſgrave, Bart. one $ lice, 
of the Commiſſioners for au- 32 G 
diting the public accounts, on Ks cl 
his annuity 1,000 © © 1,000 0 The cl 
John Thomas Batt, Eſq. another, | py Wills 
on his annuity 1,000 © o 1,000 O 0 other 
William Chamberlayne, Eſq. W the | 
another, on his annuity . « 1,000 © o 1,000 © o : Bills 
Sir John Dick, another, on ditto 500 © © coo © © 
John Macrtin Leake, Eſq. ano- | | Iota 
ther, on his annuity 500 0 © 500 © ada 
Salaries to clerks, and contin- $ the) 
gencies in the office of the ſaid * 5 
Commiſſioners . 6,000 © o 6,000 o o Deb: i 
John Penn, Eſq. of Stoke Pogis, | | ® 
1 on his annuity . 3,000 © © 3,000 © 0 Annui 
= Richard Penn, Eſq. of Queen cent 
N 150 Anne Street, on his annuity 1,000 o Oo 1,000 © 0 Bl lidat 
Wolf! Maſter of the Mint in England 13,800 © © 13,800 0 % man 
* Ditto in Scotland 1,200 © © 1,200 © Ditto 
3M For the encouragement of the 2 fan 
5 3 of hemp and flax in P 
3 : ngland and Scotland 6,435 30 © 6,335 15 o 
ot For the Sheriffs of England and 
8 Wales . - 4-000 © o 4,000 © © 
1 The Commiſſioners appointed | 
BY for the reduction of the na- 
+ tional debt, by act 26 G. III.] 1,000,000 o © | 1,000,000 © © 
* Clerks in the office of the Clerk 
1 of the Pells, for their ſervice 
Rt 1 in executing the acts 29 and 
5 30 Geo. III. for granting an- 
* nuities on Lives Ls 889 0 0 880 0 2 
* Incidental Charges. 
14 Tue Uſher of the Exchequer for 
ol, | neceſſaries ſupplied to the ſe- 
S veral new offices of the ſaid 
= Exchequer . - 1,721 © 7Þ\ 
bs. George Atwood, Eſq. inſpector | 
3. b of tontine certificates, to de- 
1 BY fray certain expences attend- 
Wt ing the e of an act | 
& act 30 Geo. Ill. . a go 06 v7 f 
| Chief caſhier of the Bank of 15 7 Uncenttts. 
England, to reimburſe ſo much 
paid for fees of various natures 
at the Exchequer, Treaſury, 
&c. in relation to his account 
of the ſeveral Bank annuities | 890 10 6 : 


0 
” 


in. 


DEBATES. 
CHARGE continued. Actual Payment, &c. | 


195 


Future An! Charge, &c. 


Henry Addington, Eſq. Speaker 
ol the Houſe of Commons, to 
complete 6,000l. per annum 

john Reeves, Eſq. receiver of 
© * the ſeven public offices of po- 

| lice, eſtabliſhed purſuant to act 

32 Geo. III. to pay the ſalaries 

of clerks, &c. ofa ſaid offices 

EZ The clerk of the Hanaper . . 

William James Cooke, Eſq. and 

* others, clerks in the office of 

© the Paymaſters of Exchequer 

g 8 Bills . . . . 5 


Total Charge upon the Conſo- 
dated Fund exiſting prior to 


— 
n 


Toa i 


2,681 12 © 


| 


11,800 © © 
os 
400 © © 


— _— 


the year 1793 « 411,385,246 11 11411, 363.648 11 of 


bo 

Debt incurred in reſpect of 4,500,000l.' 
: raiſed anno 1793. 

© Annuities on 6,2 50, oool. at 3]. per 
EZ cent. added to zl. per cent. conſo- 
dated annuities, with charges of 
management . . 
Ditto at 11. per cent. on capitals 
funded fince gth January 1793, 
payable to the Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for the reduction of the 
National Debt . 


„ „ 


190, 312 10 0190, 312 10 © 


62,500 © ©| 62,500 o © 


; Total Charge for debt incurred in 
the year 1793 . 


252,812 10 0 252,812 10 © 


a 


Debt incurred in reſpeft FI, ooo, oool. 
raiſed anno 1794, and by reaſon of 

8 Naw and Viclualling Bills made out 

before 1ſt of March 1793, being 

; funde l. 

Annuities on 1, oo, col. at 31. per 

cent. added to 31. per cent, conſo- 

lidated annuities, with charges of 
management 6 

Ditto on 2, 7 50,0001. at 41. per cent, 
added to gl. per cent. conſoli- 
dated annuities, with ditto : 

Ditto for 664 years, at 118. 5d. per 
cent, added to long conſolidated 
Bank annuities, with ditto 

Ditto on 1,926,5251. 128. 5d, at 51. 
per cent, conſolidated annuities, on 
account of Navy Bills, &c. can- 


5 
® 
. 


celled, with ditto 


334-959 0334950 0 © 


111,237 10 ©| 111,237 10 o 


ho ln 


63,498 1 $53] 63,498 1 5 


97.193 4. 1 97-193 4 4 
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| * CHARGE continued. [Actual Payment, Kc. Future ann! Charge. 

na Annuities at 11. per cent. payable to ” 9 

[ i | the 3 for 3 reduc- fo 4. Le . 4. 3 1 

5 tion of the National Debt. 166,445 5 0 166,445 5 0 - 

„ Total Charge for debt incurred in | 8 

1 the year 1794 773.324 © 921773324 0 90 Dit 

1 _ l 

* 9 ; Debt incurred in reſpect to 18, ooo, oool. Dir 

=: {ed an 170 nn by reaſon 9 

"os raijed anno 1795, ani by reaſon of t. 

x Navy and Viaualling Bills, made out 7 

ty | before the 30th September 1793, be. Am 

Ei 1 ing funded. 

TM Annuities on 18, ooo, oool, at zl. per c 
cent. added to zl. per cent. conſo- 0 
lidated annuities, with charges of Dit 
management R R | 548,100 © © [548,100 © © ſ 

{ Ditto on 6,000,000. at 41. per cent. - 
| added to 4]. per cent conſolidated t 
. annuities, with ditto . 1242,00 © © [242,700 © © 
5 Ditto for 654 years at 9s. 6d. per Tot 
iN cent. added to long conſolidated | t 
. Bank annuities, with ditto » | 86,461 17 6 | $6,461 17 6 
4 Ditto an 1,609,897]. 178. 1d. at 51. Deb 
bp, per cent. added to 5l. per cent. a 
* conſolidated annuities, on account a 
| of navy bills, &c. cancelled with 4 
ditto . . . 81,219 6 11 | $1,219 6 11 By 
Ditto at 11. per cent. payable to the 1 
Commiſſioners for the reduction of 2 
the National Debt . . 268,933 19 6 |268,933 19 6 I; 
8 | 2 88 n 
Total Charge for the debt incurred Dit 
in the year 1795 2 « [1,227,415 3 11 | 1,227,415 311 n 
n 
Debt incurred in reſpe of 18,000,000. Dit 
and 7,509,000. raiſed anno 1796, a 
and by reaſon of Navy Bills, Sc. | a 
made out before the 3oth September Dit 
1795, being funded. a 
t 
By 18,000,000l. raiſed anno 1796. ; 
Annuities on 21,595,80Gcl. at zl. per Ani 
cent. added to 3]. per cent conſoli- Pp 
dated annuities, with charges of | 0 
VVV r a 
Ditto on 4,500,000. at zl. per cent. C 
added to 31; per cent. reduced an- | Di 
nuities, with ditto . F | 137,025 © © |137,025 © o [ 
Ditto for 644 years, at 6s. 6d. per c 
cent, added to long conſolidated 
Bank annuities, with ditto , +. | 59,158 2 6 | 59,158 2 6 


DEBATES. 


CHARGE=—econtinued. 


_ 
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Actual Payment, &c. Future Anm Charge. 


By 7,500,000. raiſed anno 1796. 
Annuities on 8,934, 200l. at zl. per 
cent. added to 31. per cent. conſo- 
lidated annuities, with charges of 
management . . . 
Ditto on 1,8 5, 62 fl. at zl. per cent. 
added to the 3l. per cent. reduced 
annuities, with ditto | 
Ditto for 634 years at 5s. 6d. added 
to long conſolidated Bank annui— 
ties, with ditto . . R 
Annuities on 4,414,074. 18. 6d. at 
51. per cent, added to 5]. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, on account 
of Navy Bills, &c. cancelled , , 


ſums, payable to the Commiſſion- 
ers for the reduction of the Na- 
tional Debt 5 4 


Total Charge for debt incurred 1 
the year 1796 3 . 


Debt incurred in reſpect of i, oo, ocol. 
and 18, ooo, ocol. raiſed aum 1797, 
and by reaſon of Navy Bills and 
Exchequer Bills being funded. 


By 14,500,000. raiſed anno 1797. 
Annuities on 18, 1 25,0001. at zl. per 
cent. added to 31. per cent. conſo- 
lidated annuities, with charges of 
management . . . 
Ditto on 7, 2 5, oool. at zl. per cent. 
added to 31. per cent. reduced an- 
nuities, with ditto . i 
Ditto on 2, 900, oool. at 41. per cent. 
added to 41. per cent. conſolidated 
annuities, with ditto . R 
Ditto for 623 years, at 6s. per cent. 
added to long conſol. Bank annui- 
ties, with ditto 0 i 
. By Nawy Bills funded. 


Annuities on 16,438,175. 5s. at zl. 


per cent. added to 31. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, created on 
account of Navy bills funded, with 
charges of management . 
Ditto on 764, 8611. 5s. 10d. at 41. 
per cent, added to 41. per cent, 
conſolidated annuities, created on: 
Navy bills funded, with ditto . 


4. 


uy 


272,046 7 


50,625 11 


22,803 18 


d. 


4. 


92 272,046 7 9 


424,421 19 10 


» | 560,062 


249,022 
139,052 


$3074 


31,328 


Yar 13; D d : 


502,376 


1,850,373 3 3 


56,625 11 7 


20, 813 18 6 


4 


222,690 © 104 222,690 © 104 
Ditto at 11. per cent. on the above 


424,421 19 10 


— — 


1,850,373 3 3 


% 


| 551,906 5 o 


220,762 10 © 
117,305 0 


43.989 7 6 


$02,542 8 9 


30,961 10 10 
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CHARGE continued. 


By Navy Bills funded. 


5]. per cent. conſolidated annuities, 
created on account of Navy bills 
funded, with charges of management 
Ry Exchequer Bills funded. 
Annuities on 1,949,099]. 4s. 4d. at 
31. per cent. added to zl. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, created on 
account of Exchequer bills funded, 
with charges of management 
Ditto on 104, 43 l. 5s. Sd. at 41. per 
cent. added to 41. per cent. conſo- 
lidated annuities, created on ac- 
count of Exchequer bills funded, 
with ditto . . . 
Ditto on 259, 2021. 4s. 8d. at sl. per 
cent. added to gl. per cent. conſo- 
lidated annuities, created on ac- 
count of Exchequer bills, funded, 
Vw 
Ey 18. og o, oool. raiſed anno 1797. 
Annuities on 20, 124, 843l. 15s. at 
gl. per cent. added to 51. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, with charges 
of management . . 
Annuities at 11. per cent, on the abov 
ſums, payable to the Commiſſion- 
ers for the reduction of the Na- 
tional Debt A . 3 
Total Charge for debt incurred in 
the year 1797 „ 


N. B. The exceſs of 419,3col. 4s. 8d. 
to the actual 2 above the future 


to loans 1797, as did not complete their 
whole payments before 10th October 1797, 
not being entitled to their drvidends upon 
the ſame till 5th April 1798. 


— —ÄU— 


Debt incurred in reſpect of 17, ooo, oocl. 
raiſed auno 1798. 


By , ooo, ooo. part of 17, ooo, oool. 
raiſed anno 1798. 
Annuities on 13,500,000. at 3]. per 

cent. added to the zl. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities (in reſpect 
of 9,000,000]. part of 17,000,00%.) 
with charges of management 
Ditto on 4,500,000). at 41. per cent. 
added to the zl. per cent, re- 
duced annuities (in reſpect of the 
ſaid 9, ooo, oool.) with ditto , . 


Actual Payment, &c. Future Ann! Charge. 


— — 


3 $2 < 


102,660 3 6 
* 
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; 
1 
x J 
2 1 
2 
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60,890 16 9g 


tome 


60,890 16 gf 


4.271 5 
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4,224 5 8 
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13,031 14 13,631 14 © 
1,368,702 19 73j1,015,293 7 4 


ö , 
706,055 15 34] 706,046 13 7 


3,786,729 7 8 [3,367,429 3 0 


405, 00 © © [| 406,075 oo 
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$6,523 6 2 [2296005 _@ © 
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DEBATES. 199 
"HARGE=—continued. |Aftual Payment, &c.|Future Ann! Charge. 


Annuities for 612 years, at 4s. 11d, 
per cent. added to long conſoh- „ 4 4. 
dated Bank annuities, with charges 
of management . . . 

Ditto at 11. per cent. on the above 
ſuins, payable to the Commiſſioners 
for the reduction of the National. 
Debt . 5 . | 91,449 © © 182,880 © © 

Bj 8, ooo, cool. part of the foregoing 

17, 000, oool. 

Annuities on 12, oco, cool. at zl. per 
cent, added to 3]. per cent, conſo- 
lidated annuities (in reſpect of 
$,000,000l. remainder of the ſaid 
17, ooo, oool.) with charges of ma- 
nagement . 360,000 © © 

Ditto on 4,009,0001. 

at zl. per cent. added 

to 31. per cent, re- 

duced annuities (in 

reſpect of the ſaid 

8,0c0,000l,) with 

charges of manage- 

ment - - 50, 242 18 10 

Ditto for 613 years, 

at 45. 11d. per cent. 

added to long conſo- 

lidated Bank annui- 


ties, with ditto - 8,444 4 74 418,687 3 54 


9.499 15 24 22,373 18 14 


Total Charge for debt incurred in 
the year 1798 - - - — 4 28853 18 13 


N. B. The ſeveral ſums incurred in reſpect of 8, ooo, oool. raiſed as above men- 
toned, making together 418, 6871. gs. 54d. were chargeable upon monies ariſing by 
two leveral 2000 3 Geo. III viz. cap. 16, for raiſing an aid and centribution for the 
x wr of the war, and cap. 76, for impoſing a duty upon goods and ſhipping ; 
ut having been ſatisfied out of & conſolidated fund, a like ſum will be replaced to 
the ſaid fund at gth of April 1799, out of the monies above mentioned, and the 


charge is from thenceforth provided for by act 39 Geo. III. cap. 13, for granting 
certain duties upon income. 


TOTALS of CHARGE. Actual Payment, &c. Future Ann! Charge. 
Total charge upon the conſolidated fund . s. d G 


| ; . E 
exit ing prior to the year 1799 11, 383,246 11 11 11,363,648 11 of 


Total charge for intereſt, management, and 
Mu per cent. of debt incurred, anno 1793] 252,812 10 © 232,812 10 0 


to -- »- ditto = 1794] 773,324 © 93] 773,394 o gf 
Dito - = ditto = 1795] 1,227,415 3 111,227,415 3 11 
to - ditto + - 179 1,850,373 3 3 1,850,373 3 3 
Ditto ditto 1797] 3,786,729 7 $307,429 8 „ 
Bw. — 981,150 4 98] 748,353 18 15 


20,257,051 2 43 | 19,583,356 10 14 
Dd 2 
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200 PARLIAMENTARY 


TOTALS of CHARGE continued. Actual Payment, &c. Future Ant! Charge, 


To pay off and cancel Exchequer bills 


made forth for the relief of the Grenada Ea 

merchants, xc. - - 44754 14 
Thomas Marſham, Eſq. Secretary to the 

Commiſſioners for ſuing the ſaid Ex- 

chequer bills, for defraying neceſſary 

expences - - - 1,000 o 


— 


d. 6 
6 
Uncertain. 
© 


20,262,805 16 
Additional Charges, for which no addi- 
tional Prowiſuon has been made. | 


His Royal Highneſs George, Prince of 
Wales, on his _— of 63, oool. 


105 19,583,350 10 11 


granted by act 35 Geo. III. - 65,000 © © 65,000 o o 
John, Earl of St. Vincent, on ditto 2, oool. 

granted by act 38 Geo. III 777 15 65 2,000 o o 
Adam, Lord Viſcount Duncan, on a like 

annuity, granted by ditto - - - - 2,494 5 03 2,000 © © 
Horatio, Baron Nellon, on a like annuity, ! 

granted by act 39 Geo. II | 860 16 6 2,000 © © 


. 


| 
| 20,334,938 13 
Conditional Charge, for which no addi-, © 


tional Proviſuen has been made. 


SE yay 2 F 795; | 
nnuity on 3,833, 3331. 6s. 8d. at gl. per, 
—— by an act 35 Geo. III. V 
realon of 4,600,001. advanced to the 
Emperor of Germany, his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty having negletted to make proviſion! 
for payment of the ſaid annuities, they 
are by the ſaid att payable out of the 
conſolidated fund, with charges of ma- 
nagement - - EP 
Annuity for 25 ycars, created by the ſaid 
act, with charges of management 232,587 10 
5 EN _— mow £8 
nnuity on 3,669,3ool. at 31. per cent. 
— by act 97 Geo. III. by reaſon of, 
1,620,000]. advanced to the Emperor 
of Germany, his Imperial Majeſty hav- 
ing neglected to make proviſion for pay- 
ment of the ſaid annuities, they arc by 
the ſaid act payable out of the conſoli- 
dated fund, with charges of management 
Annuity at 11. per cent. on the above ſums 
payable to the Commiſſioners for the 
reduction of the National Debt 


111,714 11 


Total of the actual payment out of, and 
tuture annual charge upon, the conloli- 
dated fund, for the year ended 5th Ja- 
Muay 1799 — — — 


116,725 © © 


26,693 o © |) 


— 7 — — 


113] 19,634,356 10 14 


— —¾— 


0 


> Uncertain. 


64 


20,839,658 13 33 19,654,356 10 1} 


Exchequer, the it day of March 1799. 


JAMES FISHER. 
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1 
os 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in Parliament aſſembled. 


201 


DEBATES, 


VJ EET Ar INIT TOOL 


© © oog 


* 


o Oo oooflL 


oi 9104 
E 9 99 


4 


F 


86% Hendeſ 
t19 papud aea4 ay} UT 


| 


o © Oo0tGG6 


o © o$Legi 


rr 6 orgf£lgt 
101 £1 zgSfogL 
„* oF 


| 
© © ooo 
oO © O88! 


6 L Sog 
g 71 8869 1 


| 


© © ooo 


© © og 


ro gr roger $647 
9 © goo'vIx 
1 * 2 


o O OL'g 


For or S£6%ÞFF*1 
tz $1 6g1*%g%g 
*Þ *7 7 


86 Henueſ u? 


4 12qoO yio1u 


264 n e 


4 pady ms 


popus SYA.LUYY AD 22 u 


| 


- - 12rnbaad qooots zu 
*paxeadax way $2nnap 30 noi ut Ye, 
ouue *$20uaa1] wardz no Aznp Ntoxꝗ 
Jo ano *£E deo III oe FE e A on 
124aenb 12d · Io SC gi 1x poſrodoi ut 
S214np 3o nay ur *F6L1 ouue faced 
uo 4znp aji>xq Jo ino *orz deo III 
ot he 4q Hunodor $113 o 1y4gnorg 
„ oh Y RA paxrprjojuoy 
ae3ny zo uone1o0dx9 ay1 uo oe 
-MPIP 241 UI UONJNPAI ai JO aunoode 
uo ↄõiqnd aya 01 Jurary 4pazzenb paznd 
-wo9 Yun Sui 49641 ouue ond sannp 
Jo junodor 01 pole q 03 *S1 *ded 
III ' LE he Aq ps 81 691562 
gunznpap lone *SWoyny poꝛepijoquo 


161 pur 


96118611 F6L1 9611 wu pyodun gar LG m Junymauyrp pur ? n yor? BunymBuyq : g641 Henurſ 
s Juzpua , 2uO 20} x VI. INANVNNNAd n e 30 ADNCONd LAN 91 39 LNNODOY uV *ON) 


-p21qwiaye 3Uawenaeq ut *S2yoZang ͤ pur fSU2ZN1y ; sn j,4LH] 2y3 21qrinouoxy 213 0.1, 


urge. 


. 


WW, CY ET * *E„„% TTT 1&0 © . GOO 2 © oO 18 C1 ouur *Suoyuad uo uo pp po 


1 e 0 


7 7 


Hs — — | — — 1 — — 1 — o94 1 2jnoy aN x zo au 
S 08 2 | 3s © © | — — — — | AS - - ogL i *Suonyoduo 1 
o © 096 — — o Oo ogt — — o© o og - - oC 1 *ſ2u1w wny 
9 on £29 oO o Ol 9 71 gg: o © log o g1 zz « - - O9L 1 8 
71 21 Sghþ'fz g 171701 E Zr Yol'r "If ol! govsg 1 1 5 Og. 1 *$21nzlag. 
16 91 19g*£6£ 8 Li 16Þ'Þz1] L $1 gg 0 Fi 11 81g | L $1 109298 - oo ouur e paxrpiopuo 
oO © 98er [o o Gfgizot] © o Gfgfzor| © o Gfgizoril © o Gfgizo! - - - $6L1 1ea4 qi 03 
| 1014d 43np ay2 30 a2npoad dv jenu 
| ur aq Juraq *ADuow 12312] PAJepriozuol 
—— — — — 5 S. LNAdIONI 
a FE Ex obg*SrÞ11] on o S, or br 7SEGEREFE gr liofzgStt| 61 FGO 
2 o g1 1 % o t6o'fr | or gi fghizi | o © 5881 [o o Gifts - - a21zenb 12d $51 55697%or 
2 12 *pajvadaz uaty $21np 30 nay ut 
I 96 ouur *s210eJa uo 4znp dur 30 e 
— mo :S deo III o e gt we 4q om 7 
6 © dogg zi jo o o f [o © of [o e of [o o orf - aayenbaad o$ 1% f 1b; poſeod 
2 | -24 U2y3 sohnp Jo non ur *F6L1 ouur 
— *$1d1a9pa pur $151 uo 4znp due 30 
_ | | ; mo gs *dea III o F£ Yer Aq om 
9 9 LyÞ641 6 11 6gf'z | 6 L1 6gfiz | 6 11 698% | E Cr lfg*'} | naurnbaadepb 's 1169 gr ge pajradax 
Ts uay3 $21nPp zo nar] ut *964 1 ouue s 
| uo * duiep zo ano Sz Ie dro III 
oog 95 ye 4q *2unooor sn 01 3y8noag. 
01 67 gob'iÞ1t fo o Ggbfgz| or 61 Llgifloft] O o obbiblz[o O mglfoiz} => - gannq dung paxepyozuoy 
7 17 7 ( 2 *7 of 7 s "F 5 7 of 7 7 of | 
2 *g641 4renueſ 8 Azenueſ 19 46 1990O) yror | +4641 Ain ys | 46 nudy y1i9 
& 9 ppuaaragamut| popus SYALLMVAD Sn ul 


1 1 . 2 e . L * ſt : 1 q _ + * 9 * — of i, oe es 5 0 , 
* ͤ * 414. ‚‚f e IRIS OY Penh, n ao ˖˙˖˙˖ 8 fi bes nnn — — 
— — : . : F 8 Ss * > <4, "4 4 1 * * 
4 ) | 7 4 + N *. 4 N 4 3 1 4. Ld —_— & * P * k G * 
$] 2 *. TERS Y * . 2 * 1 3 1 * 68 _ p — — > > — 

. ? IDA ; . — k Ee? — r 
, po \ 7 - 

: Wo FL A = if 

ar "= ; — 

3 * i. -» Y - * * 2 0 n . 
p 2 bo 1 4 * 1 Tb 


- VG 


2 $97 oY I» 4s 7 — —-— tg 1 43 - * away $ 4 1 „ Cr ny 
- 4 Av. * 4 « 2 5 "A 

5 i 2 * n 2 n . — e 

- nner * W 

( TY gg Ae Soy K Let | L d Gas tha 4 _ — 2 * 

* bl 4 "4 , * FT : 0 — _ A 1 & « * dd a — - 

\ 29 3 3„＋K„ inte oe i "WO N G I hs , 224 1 x; * — = — 7 

7 AC L * —— * = . wn — 8 2 fu . * „ Inn 4 a ti tt Whos — — 93 renn ao „ „„ „ reer j 
CCC 4A — 2 — 0g tha ontne . erer a SELIG U eee Ec RN acai, 
ny 5 A 7. | . R — 7 Þ,- ©, — Tn 22 Deer of Ms 6 222 1% A 2 — . - r * 5 „ Warns . . _ <1 1 — q . * 53 2 * 2 

G n — 71 N 8 . 5 9 . „ — ee "CIT ace ar DEF 5 ae: 99 {go 326, ee neee * r — 4 "IL 7 a? . e 8 . Foot fr 2 2m: £4 thats, 


1 


b w ww. PR 
* r r 


* — PE — 9 v 
9 
> * * — Xs 4 G * 8 7 =» 4 +: 5 
A 42 4 
15 —— 5% — » ds 2 *. FR N AL N — N * * 3 
» l <4 +4 - N Po 4 f IM IF 6 1 . i % 
M dC 8 N 2 +4 l S* a y „ 
. 2 4 , 
\ 


7 — 
- 4 oy 
* 
ot MED Doe 
non vu qt; — 


N 
32 
OY 9 7 0 


DEBATES. 


a 


21 6£4*Syr 


Iz 29 E og o | L 

z 6 60s fe £ olg'Sr | L 

o $1 $gh*rz 9 0-10 [0 351 T2090 
© g r766*5 © © Tfox's {06-2 Kore 
© © z5Þ*9gL o O thor | o o 6bL4+ 
6 8 ootligu | ( Lrga15S| £ br obgtggs 
9 : Seer . * 
8 13 — — — — 
59 298˙0 — — ö 
EL 61 888 — — — — 

3 — — o 11 6 

9 ol 27 — — e © - gx 

$ 92 k — — 1 
18 8 6415690 [ig 1 61581 fz +1 267% 
72 61 looser Fo 61 9g ir Li 181˙08 
rr on6*fFor ii $5 rwetigt 45 g . 
z£ E 1896 1: O0 rei 6 61 gilffi 
o © cooftz oO © ool's$ o © ooo“ 
o © ots e © 89 © o 821 
Fort E ofgiogr [for L 860% sr Or gos re 
711 11 89 „(21 [for 25886 [fo Gr 978˙ 28 
101 5 Lore r 11 8860210 © oO 
© © C£fbg*6yF o o £f6g9%gr | o © coorfrzi 
* *7 * *D *S 9 7 =—T 9 


L 51219 19 91 Lore 


+ Fier 179 91 680˙ 


o o ir 
o o Ltgft 


oO © oo 


— —— — 


O01 © og Ss 


— 


1zCL*r 
z9g*6 
beg“ 
2 


I 

1 K 
Logf1z 
719˙¹15 
918˙¹¹- 
0194 
o0g*s 
orl 
16g*£9 
11S{Lzi 
78 801 
OOO 0 


* 


7 


, © $ODODO Oo 
—— 


10978 eo no 


8 


8 


t6 + obogs 


Ns ls MS 


= 
O 
O 


+ c 
7 - 77g 


88S 
go 
o 118958 


1 606412 


O 


* 


* 


1 


N 


e pohohe uo uod 10d ot 


Azop ur 


projazoge sr 25npoid odr 


in Jure Ja. 222Je „sd pur ci 
1611 ouue sn, nun 


'£ 6L1 3 oad 841 L 


S οννñi Hon 
Ainp uvoneuany 


£319P 2y3 Jo sq¹ανν⏑,t. 


A319] qi 3o smn yl 


Sgl1 *$1429 
Sgl1 suo de 


Sg *$1urazay ajpeway jo sT ] 


- oi Seip 


Sgl sene pooh. 
Igor s drr pojaaym-ino - 


Sgl1 SHH 


SLI *$1uraaa} arent 
tl » 11.1 ney» x $2y2e0o 4aujIr[[ 


pur sone t 


6LL1 *$2jnoy panqryu) 


99L 1 *$mopurm pur sqnoH 
*g5L1 saneſiej uo 0321p SE 


1z41 ouur *Suoyuad uo uonznpp P9 


S000 KOO NA 00 


9 = : 


o9L 1 2jynoy aq A v yo au N 
o9L it *$uonyodwo 71 
Ot sum um 


8 


PARLIAMENTARY 


FF WE © 29929 t . 1 d 260 a 0 N 1 sdueag 
. © 190 S © 196 0 - © oc? © © 2x63 5 2 8 » d ©£000 
o o 975 $ © -$&Þ e 0 _ 1997 o oO 97 o © 626 . . . . 8 08 
2 o fene % o eee o 5 %6 %% o fene e oe 64% . . Sv SNN 
o o rr %o o ge %o o 710% 2 [o o pot 62 | © o 25er . . * © $nnqj ui, 
© © zzpÞ%gL o oO n1gz'fi [o o 17 [o o 1Sgfz [%o o Ghzget . 8 : $11ardj ding 
— — — — — *$641 ouuy od SALLAC 
18 L 888,8 II O Lio%obz|Ei1 or Slofilr|iz. £1 182 T8158 £ 6zStoS1 
o1 © 690¹lL1 o O 168˙2 0160 916% lo o 56e lo o 198 Y . . $9JINJe. ,S2IU1O0N1Y 
Fr P12 Prgfer I £1 org'E- zie £ ooo's for g1 191% jor o 2791 . , S2UOY pur sorg 
1 18 11 0181 VVV 3 (swoynyg) * * aadrq 
0 oO orof'ig © o gg9'tfz 0 o Freire o o 166˙9 1 [o o z6olbr | * PlejaJoyer 
or MA. de io ai 
SUTAJ2jas zone (ohe ) * aadeq. 
o o LS , of6 + jo o got . 0 (anoxꝗ) sam pur s 
For 21 19£ 1 +1 901 + g1 cor 'o o 1587 — — 3 (swoynd) solln pur sa 
© o g08•5* o © Golfor [| o o Foz | o o 0186 0 o yon: . - . elde 
o 5 1986 o $5 19E'g [o o ooo — — — — . . prejo4oze sr ↄonpOId 
| odr iar 00h Jur 4191 loi ©$29u221] nardg 
o © 906-121 o o eie lo o Ciffr lo o 1e jo o 00% . $1121dj ud1ao FJ 
o o 61411 o © ori o o obo |o o res: Jo o oog . . +6L1 sm und 
o © orzb6*Sz1 © o Log'vtE lo oe tee lo o L15%6f Jo o 116% . . 16L1 *$1121d} u u51 10 
tz or Sol*fiz [foi S1 262“ 1L1 | 11 2 78,81] or g 726 [Lr Foo“ „% %ͤ & hn! ( 
7 *7 . 2 27 + * "7 a 57 *F "7 72 7 3 * ; | : 
> CR | * — - *+041 ouuy 04 
860 renurſ *g641 {enueſ y19 |*£6L1 12qoe) mor | +4651 4jnſ ye :£641 judy mv * STLLAG 
y19 popus ao 911 uf popuo g dA. LNVIIDO 243 ul b 


wy 25 iS. ngvt per — r 
r en = * 
i r — CY 1 8 


— TS Ae 


won 22 . 


— . * FRE 7. = * dy 5 


= o *S * * 5 
= 3 2 * % P — \ 
gſ'® r - Gyag. 23. ww e 3 S „ 


— 3 _ —_ 3 " 9 —— , 
a 2 th. 8 = A — — 2 , 4, _—_ — l be - 2 2 p * 2 3 - 
renn iy N 6 — 4 — y . 1 " : * 2 0 * * . * 12 0 is 6 Pan, FO ”e 8 C * wt xT C46 et) oy — | x 


* 


V 


S 8 66917 SS 'S. VIS EY WET EL 1 © ©: £fe6Sor . . Y © sduieꝛ8 
. ö © 90 S 0 598 0 - © ore” © © x05 | . . . . d ©2090) 
n 2 A 0 A —_ 4674 . ä 2 2 9 = wt 1 og * * N 1 1 


uw c 
8 © © ooo z? o © doocoꝰg © © ooo'g o O coorg o © oog ne uo oper 211 105 ↄν,νhẽ‚. Ir 
; 211 Juionpaz Ag Sum paxndwod 39. 
76 9 95 »86 ror 1 Slg | 6 + oSofor [fog 11 1087 f 8 LiS%g - % . icky — * ad or 
J. 4 4757 . N oO o wy © © oor 16 'o Son Þ+* " FO... 
1 77 118 19/7 | © o 05g o © SES ][ o o |» * $2J0y uo 4znp ſruoinppr sz 
E or gSE4£5 E F FÞF6(£ o 61 188˙% r [ z 155% 6 9 81621 |» . —_ 0p * 
. . * prrjÞaoye se —— 
8 ©$I12P HIT 
4 © or 0 O oby o o t+þþ6 o O Gre ©. 6 po 8 3 ; LA * 
x0 £1 288062 fis © LSz466 |iL z1 Sobfil ir gr 6rfrol | g L og9g%6ÞT |» : g ($wWoynJ) om 
a o © ges g861 o © gro o 7212 G ieee yy3% tO. . , i (DNA) ou 
"EET. . 6 11 125 . lo 0 142 . . soja slofrop- or 
= 0 © S9Szagar o © loss %o o 69%“ o o 896968 lo o 11565 |: . , F 0IIEET, © 
— L £ oSSrg L E 5giit | © © oonr'rt [oO e Sosse [o o or . N ; $9201 = 
: 
— — — - — — | — = 0 61 d þ 
Q 0 fr eee | £ g og sis 1 888658 19 E oro 7 951L617 15 "MR nnen 
o O ooo |o o ooofor'| © © ooofor |o o odo Ho o 000foO1 III og SE pe aad Funury 
Jo uo 2y1 30 uro Aq fonu 
2421 Jo aJeazour Aionenb poꝛnduioo 
| J FE u epijopuon 
2 $ og64ger 2 5 8911 [O O 15% Jo o fhggb |o o 71g*1 8 128 . 3 n A 
o 6 gor 1 11 88% [II 21 128% fs 9 75g E g1 954 6 . . : leo) >< 
11 61 1£64%g6 o 71 216 f | S C6817 | or 91 6ob'oz | 6 5 60 ⁰1 » . . . suf FY 
6 9 gt6%9 o o se 6 ien se o' e o © oggtt . . , 1413599 92 
L £1 $6z<lgi o © 781 | L Er ggofilg oO o Sbrifg | o o Lr a7, . $2182111199 15pmod-a1rp4 — 
9 71 596985 [o o 718% r | 9 ti ffg'le | o o 120%2 [o o 46267 . . . soroHod dryg 
3 9 | 5 ＋ * 7 IT 5 2 * 5 5 2 17 1 . 


x” 


*Þ ep 


re 9 6 JJ” 1250. 


Z1x $x 00˙%1 C21 [f gr 818128 [fL L 8165 or or 526292 : 51 122.86 
oO o 00g o O oo — — — — — — : ws „ 
„e o r9hge |o o 1984's „ an 55 be 
7 c © 2926 198% 6 © 01 1” ; L : 09 
aur f e 1 he LE. , ol Juenjand *joob'ob pur 3955 01 
| Jo sum [rag 213 Juka Jour 
| *4auow 29123] PaepyoJuon 30 gnjdang 
8 6 Ltotgfz g 6 G6gl*glL | © o GE&rÞ [| © © 618 114ʃ.— = : . ro 
0 0 Sþ6%z ne & roll | @ © 168 — — 4 SES VVV 
& 5 +1 99112 | g 11 71 [#2 Li $$4%0z1| or or Sr S +1 £6045 |* : ©. "© OE 
5 g 2 kr o © 686 g 1 170% 1 [o o 848˙01 Jo o SLS |* „„ szuoroo 2862 
. ooõ — — — — — 9 © oosg . 2... 57. LT 
. ©- 3, oO o £15% o o bvlg o © 15g . , 3 5 o ©2020 
= 9 41 1gf*6tz o © ggo*Sor| 9 Sr lgtygoar] © © SL&fwor lo o FE5giti |* 8 : „ , SPaac 
0 M-3E- | > 0.0. 165411. 1 0..0....811%0t...-0-.0.-546 0.0... $353 a y g : 6 suoi ny 
2 0 »rEtLor o © 110˙/f [o o oblife o o 906% [o o 650 |* . n * $114 u 5170 
& © 0 15224 , , , a ag * F „„ ͤͤͥ )³ ꝙ:³＋PF⁵F ' 
< o © or o O org*f} o © ooo . Sh ' + Wh, 19d *joz 
. Iz £1 Lhorgs £11 +1 Sþ$LgE | 81 108661 — — — — : g * addag 
o O oof o © oo — — _ — — — ' 5 doudir pur sol 
5 Rt : Fa 3 — —— 4641 ouuy od gꝗ Lid 
te o rroergen | £ Fi 657*£6£ | 19 & C2 erz 21 obbcot|fe + of : 
* 3. ofo'0:t 153 x3 Gorer 53 1 691%6z 5 1 601% |S x 69167 | 228ny zo uonr120dxa 2yz3 uo Jorqueip 
. 1 1 1 1 213 uo UONZNPaT 213 go zunodoe uo 
— — — — - - — —=| 211qnq 242 01 Jutavy pazndwo) ayy Jur 
® *8641 Henueſ 86⁴¹ Arenueſ” 4 * 641 12q0NJO) y1o1 , Ajnſ 5 041 pudy 99 -2q *$Woyno poꝛepiſqquoo 30 mo ua \ 
& uns papua 1e K 24) url papua QY 7 LYY AD 22 u aaa. 


. 


: 
f 
* 


- "* DD n reer 2 — p22 4 — 
= : an N 
> AY _ + of = 0 ater en cenny or [hy . ** Sx SE — 
1 . f . 5 BY 8 - ren 
% # — * 
a a SPE hs: dd By. 4 2 
. 233 1 2 * 


8 2 * 1 5 * - 2 _ R 25 
. N * 


— 
* Þ 2 2 8 1 — A 


3 . 
. "a * 7 5 4 Ht F © Dig 8 
* » 0 & 2 — — tea 4 <3 
4 : \ 2 8 — 1 —_ —— 
x 3 3 ——ů — r "A P W 1 — ** 3 2 
N 4 p P i 4 \ * A * — . 5 — 
K - _— 4 


forge 


notes 


= a 1 — * = . 
o : 7 — 1 '®, = \ - a - * = G  _ \ _ 
= : * . a » 2 . —— N 
— 2 . > = *" - a N 
—2 YER TO | 8 : | ö 
: — R : * 5 i 8 3 . a when 
pl ny 0 ar; © 4s — — 4 


\ l » #5 
I" US * 4 - = 


rr 


— 
0 
Q | 
AAHSIA SAN = | 5% e yt ©xanbayoxy = 
ponddi sr 25npoad aJoya a2 , 212m pur ? $215ur2yop 1amoz poo axeu 0 $1 nun 
292 *zewryo 4jzazenb aJezaar oi po zaede q o payzoarp sun 2y3 3o Aur azaym 43unooe qr aq UJ—Wnpurezowal 
fz $1 oÞFz*o0g6*Li}tz or 605*990*$ 1 II b$zl*zgo's | 5 $1 6bofolEtÞ rf zi 906 b ; 
=_ 5 = N | | 
= 85 FP . 2 | | 
» | _ | @ 
7 II SI 200% 1 [ZE gr 818˙128 fl Logs 168 | or or 5er Ir £1 rr 161 op ond v 
2 tz © rrogie ns 71 688868 [fo 6 1er fz 11 obbroop ftr oor*fg1 964¹ omp In 2 
1 11 008118 g oss se . [EE 1 gg5'655 [tg £ o 78 981461 8641 oꝛmp ong 


628091 1611 on p om 


9 


Ig L ESgiShg Fri o Leos: II or SLotile fr LI 1 


+ GG 4 7 


iz 21 66 S £ ogbros „ h Ig 91 For “1 76 oh 8611 ouue oid eh oꝛnd 
6 8 Loo .1 881 (r L 1281558 £ 61 069˙998 | or © Ogo 9 1 GoO'LrE. j= ©: » 2 eopfouf OMNI 


YE Ex obgtSzh*i11] o1 © gzS*f£1049ﬀk | or $1 288668 fe gr LliofrgS® | + br fibtofÞ'z | - wm: 1.9 sduruzg 
| pur o ̊ g *woyny) Jo Je30,T, 


«Pp "x 9 933 97 *Þ 17 15 & 7 *F 27 


1 — — — — 


Ton Co Cats 18 or NIN C1 oES«16£| o1 or Sz6*2z9gz EZ $1 Lzz5S%6 | 


rn SST I „ gd 1 ” 85 hene PoScprfoup ul 3 


7 *% „ F Fo * 7 os 2 


| © oo © © ooo | - - 1242enb 10d *j000*'E6 18 
| | | *pajeadaa ua S214np 30 noi ur OL 
ouur br rs. wad; uo Ainp kx 

ono *£E deo *xcx * vE on 
o Oo Ogio o oSlgi | o o os Tech 12d 10SL'Sg N 
- $212np 30 noi ur *F6L1 ouve faded 
Ley uo Ainp ajix4q 3o ino *or «ded i 

| o F£ he Aq Hunodoor sq o blog 
15 gr g6bg*+£:*%L| tg or'bffrglint;e 21 $SIFEE ge 75 V gþl6o0%7|þ£ 6 ge - SINN IJ1X4 paJeproojuoy 


£5 91 ol6*Lggt*t | jor Er th1*Szots| £ $1 $1: gg] L & 68 Fi | 6 5 Þzgith5| - ardmygo uonze140dx3 aq uo eq 
| -MPAP aq ut UONGNPAI in JO unobor 


| uo 21qud ay3 03 Jula Apayenb poꝛad 
-wo9 f Juraq 49641 ouur oad sohinp 

| * [40 zunooor on por aq 03 St des 

3 w © *F zn 9s pe 4q ops s 691462 


0 © doo g | 18 * 


o © ooo o Oo odSLegi 


PARLIAMENTARY 
J 
A 
* 
A 
* 
NR 


| | ; gunznpep oe *$woyny pazepr]opuoy 
6641 Grenueſ 7 864¹ 4209090 10! *g041 Ain ml | *g641 m dy yas | 
664 Aienoeſ 5 IF 
y19 popu? 2x94 ot ug ; Papua 8A LAVAD 211 uſ | 
\ 1 N | Co 
| | 8611 pue L611 


9611 864 LI E£6L1 uf pojodun $31 LAG 2 Furyymauyrp pur aj yore? JunyinJuyq : 6641 Henurſ 
_ ns Juzpua ir ↄuO 204 XVIL LNANY WNAd 243 ne q NO LAN 9 39 LNNODOVY uvy—('E 'ON/ 
= poſquiahe zuawenzrq ui 452yo2ang pur u2znly 45$1y2uy 2y3 21qranouoxy 213 o. | 


/ 


a "IUCN nm p0 10, noe ther 4, - W . . — 
- = EA 1% . a Rennes. — n 3 3 
n r eee eee L 


4 Ten 
Ta if - 


Dir 


1 

Sc 
+ 06 4 ys - 3 11 
u — , 


> roſie 7. IE r 
D Ss n 3 * 7 


—— 2 


D . e : . 
8 = s n . * " 1 * A > 
> a. . E * 4 Wa <7 "9 Y L 1 A 
9 — ©. Ao: I. es = wy — — ner on * 1 
r ans, > = 18: Mhomee- april ne 8 
8 — S 3 . 
= + = * 


Ow Ä — 
ag 4 9 .. «4 . * » ij 
* „ = A 8 5 0 
SAS IEGACTS LF * F r ongur et L r 


* 
80 


1 9 Solegrr 


o o 9g$S9fort 


8 © 588—⁰eʒr 


o © G6fgtzor 


* 


— . 


16 L F£lg'bl 
o o G6f9gt*o1 


+ g1 obgeor! 
© © 6889201 


* 


— 


9 oli 


—— 


9 zþL*09 


o © oog! 


- 


£ £1 5886 


S Fi Þ09<%gr0'1 


75 *% F 


6 © doc g 


27 6 S1rfofrf 


o $1 697701 
© o Oft 


o O rer 


o or L12087 


„ „ *7 


1 £ 65rilgg*s 


o $1 69z%01 
o oOo os 2K 


6 11 698˙2 


S + 088•5 2 
. 


EI1 © oz6*SEL*7 


—— 


—ů— 


2 91 14781 


o o ofg1'c 


6 L1 69gf*z 
oO o itgtofz 
5 * 7 


| © © 0006 


x6 z1 818˙18 * 


o o 187/12 


A * 


o O osten 


6 L1 698˙ 


*D —＋ ws | 


© © ooots | - - 


„ oc. m - non mance ws SS6GSs 


a217enb 2d · SSS, ae 
poſeodoi uam sonnp 240qr 211 Jo nar] 
uw *3Jep uo 4Aznp payepiozuod zo an 
*6g *deo III '025) 88 Pe Aq paniapy 
; * Ich datnap Paveprioyuco ty 
561 v aya 01 201d 4znp zey3 
30 2onpoad jenuur aJezaae ay zur 
-2q *{auom 12139] poꝛepijoq uod zo ano 


*g1 deo III o LE yu Aq paarapay 
'SLNAYQCIDONI 


- - aonenb zd «$51 59 or 
je *pajeadaz uay3. garznp Jo nay ur 
96: ouur *$212e3Ja1 uo 4znp dump 30 
mo *z5 *ded III o gf e 4Aq ond 
= _ aauenbaad os 1 f 12 pajrad 
-21 uad $2110Þ 3o non ur i ouur 
*$3d12991 pur $154 uo { Amp dme 30 
no *£E *deo III o , e Aq om 
aonenb tad *p6 sL1 169g de paſradas 
uay3 $214np go nar] ur *9g6L 1 uur s 
uo 4znp dwey zo 3no *$Sz1 edo · III 
o 9 e 4q ©3unooe $13 02 3yJnorg 


so? dwr3g poꝛepiſqj uo 


ane 10d · ooo 18 


- sade polo 204 


"_ 3 — — — b 9.  & 89916 
17 | 2 *c 9 *p *; 7 5 *7 7 


/ We Fences 
- o 


1 


2 - 2291aenb 12d 4Joo0S*ge z 


*paxradax uo Ainp aaoqr 2y3 30 nal. 
ur *$2J1JOY YO sonnp PaJrpiopuod:30:3n0 + 
r * III 00) 88 ye Aq pop 
— — — — ior Þ 6g£*15 Hoon gos 5gL£1 ouur 8901 


28 $1 L69%Sf1 


o o ost: |o o oSrfz ——ͤ— — - a42urnb ad ost gr e *pojradar - 
uay2 Aznp 240qu 2y1 3o nail u sͤhie 
101 6 659 bon | -a0j aJew uo $2n10p pa3ep11ozuoo 30 20 
© *1+ "nn III og gf wu Aq paaraay 
83 — — L 61 zig*6E ffe on 988681 581 oune sjur 42 IJIN 
| 
0 


o © 0814 o o 08145 — — rauenb 22d 4051*LE w · pofcodor 


| uon Aunp 240qu 2y1 JO noi up. 8apnoy 

- { paniquyuy uo 4znp pazepriojuor 30 n 

VE hw * o gf Pe 4d poanaay 
£1 ouur *$3znoy paytqryur 


z £1 0689191 


* 


= =. „ f 1 lergg'| 01 5 6˙9• 


16 £1 2180 [Tr 9 LEL%og. — — - 1221enb 23d 455L6f1g 
| zy *poJeadaa ways. 8annp aaoqe at 
Jo nom ur *g6L1 ouur *moputm.pur 
ano uo Sannp paxepr0Juoo 30.200 
| | 1 5 . | -oþ deo III o gf we 4 Pa4aazay 
oe „ is 9g coli + rgb5Sg |: 99 u ouue $mopurm pur $23nopz 
97 7 * 72 17 7 | 72 7 PF 'D 7 9 7 7 "F 


*6611 {urnurſ | | *6641 Azenurſ 19 ['g641 199090 II 864¹ Anf m9 8⁴¹ nid y qe | 
af > andreas Fo bo CE popuo uA AVII ou uf | | 


PARLIAMENTARY 
1 


FE 11 211119 


— 


210 


E --* 

— 
. 

5 * 8 

r "px" N 8 —U Ee, 4 — - ham 
: p * 4 A 1 — = 2 5 ww 71 
wy r — 0 . | 3 3 won. 4 
4 2 _—x 2 1 Þ 4 — e 


Dr 72 N £ — 20 b 


2 — 8 
r 2 
E 8 HOW 7 


. * 4 * . 
MII — rer Gat * r a4 2 2 5 ahi I . 


* > * 
„8 2 ITN 3a l Mr RR HAIG > 
— — — 9 2 4 —_ * FR . = 2 "= 


oy S 3 2 a Pn. < — 


5 -+ = . 
o ' = < * FR — 
F * a - dS, * 2 TESTS * » A. 2 — 
. , l — ES I" * - ” YR * 


— ppp I 


211 


DEBATES, 


1 3 20 ee ee e 1 

To Þ$1 91g o [FL * So S S L gogtop 

1 — — C 22:08. 

. — — 89 11 

o 91 2 — — 1 

£ I zL — — — — 
19 218˙6 — — — — 

o 6 67 — 1 — | ” 

ty vas # $ 016 | OS. 

oO © oog gr © © cos © © oco l 

9 £ 156 o © doo jo o 05117 

b 5 593%%gg [%o o g 21 | 9 91 289% 

o o opgfos o © oFgigt1 | © O ooo oi 

+ 61 g6L'1 | — — — — 

” $1 C — — 1 

9-0 ok — — o oOo ogt 

o 91 $zg 1 o 61 £6 

z CS rSl%gp o o 084˙⁶ 11 21 5821 

ſ]#L +1 28% fir 5 115K 
T 2 ure | 
13 * 
*D *; „ 2 17 9 2 *c 9 


+1 7886 
© Oo 1 
61 641 


0900 


7 £1 167 
11 © 268•˙f01 


i g1 (og 
en 
„ 


0 010 


— 


- 


-21 


en wa1U our 6 — 


1 


— 


ee 1a; 4 


suo Sr 
, $doyy, uo 43np 508 $12911%7 
A319] ay2 yo sua. . 
£31219 at jo sung 5414 
— ajno0y-14911e 40 au 


— ——_—————— 


— - e—- 


—  — 


_— 


oον,j0 A13110T 


tuneio pur $2y9200 4auyarty 
sieſpad pur $19 mel] 
solieſef uo Uorzznpop SI 
suoguad uo yonpnpap p 


A1np uyoneualty 


$uolycdwo 
42uu unſy 
S1 
Ans 


1911enb 12d ' ſοοο ae pajead 
ua soninp 240qr 212, JO nal] ur 
dee uo S2nnp paꝛpriojuoo 30 2n⁰0 
. des III *025) gf he 4g paazapay 
sodr fir Paſaaym-omT, 
- Soden pofod no 


5 o o05*%grz 0 © o©095'g7 | 


| 


LT 


C 3 rn 


- 191enb 10d 4JooS*g2 a 


Canis A ADCYP nity TO ByYT 


%%% oo i. Vn nn 
„ S © 18402 6 l S ©S 2g6S S © IPL — — (ox) 021 4 
S S1 og — 9 & » © & 09 = = _ — (suiopn ) sein pur 801 
0 o 916 o © SO, Jo o EtSfor | © o Ligier Jo o 60811 — — — — — ge 
© 01 158˙65 — o o1 15E6 fo o ooSlos Fo — — — — pw 
| Dope sr aonpoad aSeraar a Fur 451 
done '$22u21 nardz uo Ainp zo snjdang 
” 1 geiSr o O fge's |+F 1£ 5115 Jo o 566 fo o tht — — — vpn cnuony. 
o © g6L*gz1 o o Fg lo o ggi'ezt lo o Szz.62 [Oo G O6 — — — — sund' ugiaog 
o o ge'gg o o £161 % 0 198% [o o rs [o o Les — — LI ouur sun? wing 
o © od o © Soo o o fbiilz | o gfbfof o o gliflf] | — — $1141dz u31a40] 
Ex Ln SSz*llz HL gi ol |F11 £1 obS*Sgr] z 11 69 ffir $1 71101 |— _ — 16L1 ouur og 
| | | 8 
— — — — *F6.1 ouuy oad 82 
SES*giz' | © o 792589 | 11 81 gol'SÞ [fi 71 7115 [55 5 6g Ml n 
— — — _ . — — U 


g ( 066⁵9 o o 26 ˙ |g 4 zgigz [oO o 98% [% o 2569 — — — — _  prepaaoge 

sr donpoid odr ir 22 Fuldiajal 12132 , | 
| sd pur $1114 uo 4znp zo, snjdang 
& 1 rzgg491 o © Gfr'g 6 7 gfe't jo & wab'r O O for [om — — — Anpawreq9 


! : l 


PARLIAMENTARY 
A 


o or 69˙9 f % or Lbgfg —— — - Jauzenb 12d *$01 169% r 12 
| fl] *paxeadas ua Azup aacge ay 30 nal _ 
£9 61 614659 ut *$214np powpiſqquoo 3o zn *1+ pur 
| o -ded III og gE sr Aq po 
i — — fr +r Lfg'or [iS S 498% — — soren popahr uo zug 4d Ir 


o Oo Ffh6'gg o © fee %o o 685, [% 0 110% Jo o Lligtt [eo — 1641 ouue snd yyriug 
pu 7 ſyn lp ey lon 7 [4+ 7 | 


1 . —— | [ Ʒüm—œä mann | *£641 ouuy oad eALLAG 
— o6:r DDr | | | 
* we popus arag, aq ur | | popus g NA. LAvVIId om u 


— eat We os #4 4 in = " 8 1 . - — 
= 3 * * — * 22 - — Py 4 & 5 . * R * 2 1 4 —_— - , 4 "9 » 7 - _ » 0 wh N 1 a d 1 4 2 k e E 1 1 2 4 * * 8 4 5 1 * —— ye 5 A — 2 | — 
a ey p n „ I pgs a MN — 1 1 , — — : N © a | 1 — 2 1 — — 4 [ 0 7 : : 
2 = n DAP: goes — 4 4 an 4 4 ee err o 84 - ao; — — * I þ f us; i l 7 5 * * $3 4 EIS PS * 5 2 
. W nts 2 : : * ar : 32 85 wo « LE «4 * *. 2 * 2 ” 2 vi 8 » "$7 - & . 75 2 r — — —— — — —— — — 2 * 


wh a4 1 


—_ wo, rn 2 8 * 22 r * * Ws 4 * 2 2 : a * ' A 2 f . 
* d 1 * . n 2 7 ns 28 — 4 he 2 * -- 8 — _ > — 5 r * n Ls AID penn” 2 8 9 1 8 4 „ r N ST . — N 
N 8 "I" 2 ON 4 i$ was) 3 bh, A ae * . AFL. * ES \ 3 9 hah © 4 4 y rie * 4. q 10 e wv 4 1 « — * 1 — 
— . 2 * & = * <a 4 y 2 7 —4 - SH®, a2 bE. * V. * 8 r vt — — „ 1 _— wy + 4 1 . Ye + * 4 «wv 4a 4 . 2 * Wk, 
* - 4 , - . a * Fn - \ , 2 
e - — | yo. tp + aa — — 444450 — r ws nr 4 l — W PIES 1 ” \ 1 — O : * 
N 2 43 5 1 — 4 AT. 


9 s - - 4 2 2 i 4 Duty 6-67 4 
n — — > v9 G i 4 - -» ' 
— W 1 je Z — 4 4 L — 
4 — 8 d > = 3 —_— N 4 Ro 8 * 
r woes * 2 8 La n 22 — — 
72 85 w e _ _Y 0 r 8 5 * yo WT... 5 
2 — —— 2554 — —— — - : * * 


213 


DEBATES. 


1 : 


zgo*LIE%1 


ooo o 


101562 
989 
189122 
880591 
OS 
17951 
61Þ*101 
£1Þ5£ 
STATS 
9866⁵5 
6620468 
SzotLzi 
LEo*6g 


— 
oO © oO 
— — 


00000 ocGammnamoto 
0000 oo ru 


— — C— 


ZE L. 5685068 


S & £Lgottr 
o © 761 


E Þ1 891867 


0 © oOo on 


© 08 
11 Lg 
o Lie 
91 2112 
Lol 
gr 1701 
147192 
06 
89885 
585 

84809 
218289 
50191 


me 


| 
— 


O OOO“ OOOO GSO +0 


9 0003003000 0e 0 


ee 


91 ses“ 
o © 19781 


11 9 98 O0˙ 


54 


*F 


f 


S g1 z10%oþF 


O 


miley 


— 
90 0 0 030 


0 0 09308888 


O 


2 
5 
© 


— 


O0 OOO O08 nws?s 


O 


L 


OOO Co 


oSL'L 
gos 18 
991465 
1476˙ 
v0 151 
S Lo ol 
11818 
268˙8 
967 ˙9 
82982 


245881 


518⁴ů2 
088 * 


— ————_ ——_————_——— 


18181 


zSÞ$*Ln 


Ol 


„„ HE 


80 
0 
UN 


— 
, 


+ 1 ort 11 6SLLfz 
o O ooofor | © & oo, 
o on 188791 — 
r 6 95 0⁰ r [ig (667g 
o © 29718 | © © 99 
E11 1 £obg E or 621¹ 
o o izfg't Jo o Lobrr 
e © 3505 il [o. © vgs 
oO © 9g959iE o O ripe 
o O olgl o no 65173 
o o 699% [o o ooryg 
o „ © +6 
o O G6Llo'zfiſo o SLgfolL 
o o 616˙832 [lo o 66 ⁰0f 
o © 889˙18 [o o 821K 
+. O zogfttit| 1 +F g1l*goz 
„ i $580's jo gs 1wtet7 
o O gro o gz 
E o 6zg*'7r "'W 
- Ms 0 IS oo OS” | 


III 029 SE yu 4q uriuei 


ur uoNGLya4 243 Jo Uograr Ad fanuaaes 
30 ajeaou r payndwo) Aatour 
12339] pazepyſoJuon- 30 3n0 po 


$22LaoN 21ardg 


* 


80 pes US i Tl 
_ 1 Nr Tha x Eo 
anon — — mndiavay 
— —  8237>gnnao 1apamgd-itery <- 
= — — a 
— — — - $sdwrzg 
* _— ; , 1 £1, FORO 
— — — - $122Mg 
mA OY = ” AA 
— — — omp ud 
— — — % youg 
*5$6L1 ouuy oad g ALL 
— — — coauqp pur gg 2 
pixharoge sr aonpoad aFezaar ay 5 
Jura dor (g) — onng ,© 
— — (suroyng) — adeq ” 


2297 (Bonn) a 
— (suiopn )) sin pur SHIRE 
— — — 8115 


= 1211enb 12d 


s © oi607 fo E L166 — E 
26 $1 890%“ 1005 in > *pajradas uaya Ainp 2a0qe 
| | _ N 3 uo ans 30 3no 
OTE. OP — + 61 So6igt | E 11 1124 |— I "Op 2 Ar 
118 85881211 11 179781 — — — — 8 = 
10 L*Ez JP » pets Ut Aznp 240qe 
ZF 6 fob'for _ Jo nan ur *Azpueqzny 303 pajn 
> * nb decg gt 74 30 ano 
— — 3 7 . : e. Aq pad 
et « WP e ; Fr 1 9s . Axpueqzny 103 pain 82ja0y uo / 
be 2 | o Lit gSSgr | E © 2£9g [e 2 1682 omp bon An 
2 21 192˙ 87 o 5 6716 S & 256% | 01-L 9917 —— pirpoioge sr i 8 may 
= 00. core > + bas 3 3 3 * u S d uo 4znp zo snjdang 
— L £ fgrilS4 ſi8 21 8888 [fr or gir6gi] 11 L979 1% 91 7889 — * — — song 
o O Lig*66 © 000 DE TT 2 = (swoyn9) om 
— 3 0 OOO o o gi6'gg o o 885 . A 
ot 1 0 © i s Fay S © 3&1 o oO 681 oo 8 Fa (YR) uA 
2 o O Ghorgli o O 160% | o o f6%gf % o Lrgth |o o 8881 — = $99UaI1] $LaJeaP:aJ10H 
| * n dg — „ of * 
YL 2 I 
-jooS*gz ze *pajeadaz uin 4znp aaoqu 
101 11 L6E*Le & | 2y3 30 nay ut cop Jurpr 20x. —4 
| e a e hey any 
2 _ {+ £1 L218 [1 NEO LENS 
pon of w * 7 2 7 A 5 7 _ A 97 OT — dy *Jurpia 403 pyjn' $2340 
X *6641 He nue 6041 Atnueſ 7 | *g6L1 12q0YQ or | 86⁴¹ auf J *g6.r Henueſ di? *g6%1 ouuy od g 
ie popus zag 2 ut! Papua SYY.LAVITO 23 up - — 


9 3 2 
28 * . 2 2 9 rn 7: 

1 . » — * 

= l . Ln: — Y * W 


T7 


_ n W 3 — — — — 
a7 


a << 6 
— 


215 


DEBATES. 


6g 
15{*+gt 
179058 
2 
65815 
81679 
718592 
799716 


— 
O0 0 0 0030 0 0 
— 


000000 +0o 
my 


zhz*gzz 


2162 r! 


— — — —ñ—ũä— 


176 L1 517618ĩ 


8 5 lor 


© © ooo zg 


Tz Þ1 298795 1 


1 6 


| 


L 


o no 


SLE OE 
680˙¹81 
og seg? 
18791 
1 18259 


2300 
0000000000 


I 


+ ol 198˙9 


#11 21 F6g9*gof 


1 6910 


o © ooorg 


tr L ggo'gr 


| 8 © oi6'oz F £E L466 | 


, a * 
eee * * 1 % 


©6646 
899*6zz 
or 
vr de 
LLETÞg1 
886 
oO 
oE1*L 
$69*gz 


9614 


iz + g9gt%gey 
S a 6916 


00 © 0008 


o ol ro 


— 1 


000000-0 
00000000 


o F11%£1 
91 Ogg*6z 


z ol zob4ggt 
691*6z 


1 


- 


40 2 
ol or 
2111 
619¹ 
798.021 
87776 
oog 
0g 


O00 003030 0 
000090090 mo 


o odge 
81 2885.0 


uw Oo 


S o1 zgt*S17z 
S ,1 691562 


o © ooo'g 


1 21 188501 


W 


„  — 
— arong 
$21J2P09 aJrig 
rodo 
_ 
suoi ny 
omp ug 104 
snd) unnd 
— 1Þ pur o 

deo 11 *0a5) gg syr Aq poop sr 
$wn on JufA 9 Jr oꝛnp 3o snding 
$3Xe3 PaJaye uo zug 10d · Io⁊ 
aaddag 


46 Lr ouuy od SALLAG 


1eJnj zo uvone1odxao 2y1 uo JIrqueip 
di ut uonznpat aq 30 zunodor uo 
©11qnq ↄun 03 Jurary pazndwoo aq Jur 
-2q *$Woyn2 PaJepr[oJuod 30 200 uv. 
ne uo ahr 103 20ueMa]. 
-je a1 Jutonpaxz 4d Suan poꝛnduoꝗ 
— 1azaenb ad *$51 *{Fofor ne 
*paxeadai uays Aznp 2ao0qr ay2 3o noi 
ur *s212np Pazeprozuod 30 3no 1 pur 
oÞ deo III o g? ye Aq paaigpay 
— — doxiz pohar uo u id *5Jor 


— — 


— 1211enb 13d 
| *700$* e *paxeadai ui 4znp 2ao0ge 


Ff 2 


© 986599 — 45 — £1 *ded *822UaDT] 11nds _ 


oO © go6101 Þ o oO | © © e 
2 *7 a 


F 


11 © $6g*0s 11 © 56g o — — — — Lo” — 1+ deo on + 
| oufp perde 303 '89ja0yq uo ond 
Zz 91 19221 „ 91 190 %% — — — — | 1+ deo on 
þ 0311p o ane 103 pain $2j40y uo o 
tg ei eker [ig 21 280 — — — — — or des +1137 o gt he Aꝗ pohanp Bu 
/ b a sun) aq Sula he *SMOPUIM pur. 
n uo 1 ns poꝛepijqjuoo zo snmding 
© © ozgt'S£ — __ o O orlffE [o o oobry > — 1 029 bw 
BE e 7120 u pur S2Jnog uo | 
: 6 Fi £hf£g [9 91 9664 — — i S "I Gus Ae gf 1 
113 ſ 49 poholip se sum 2y3 Su ane 
| op uo Azop Paxwpyo3uc Jo $snjdang 
l e _ - 9 ©. ofi9 o © oor — cura Je] 
o o 51: % o 19885 [o o 198¹5 [% o 1999+ [o o ig 19 — 81 Je III ot yu 
40 poponp sr sum 2y3 Juri ane 
— 4 uj,õu 42239] poꝛepijqquoo 3o snidang 
o oOo ort — — — — o © ozi'ff | o o oof's |— — „ pur 80010 
FF > _ — oO g 2 — 9 3 © | — dig 
a, FL on zgS't i $ LAS HE 5 Soon — — o+ ded Ii pit 09 gf ye 4q popanp st 
| sum; 2} Juri he *82Jnoy poꝛiq 
a -eyur uo Ainp pozepyojuod 30 8n] ng 
© © OSS . — —_ — se 0 eee | Azpurqay 103 pajn $2Ja0y uo Ainp 's 
© Oo 06 — — — — o © 0g6˙2 — — „ n 103 pon 82340 
o © Og9% 9: | © o Logg jo o gifiig lo o Ohi4LS Lo o gÞiffs [—/ — - mr], 
7 7 7 'D 7 9 *” *rF 7 7 7 7 7 *F "EF 
2 +6641 Kn *66L1 Venue m9 ['g641 229990 yor | *g6/1 4jnſ u? *g6Lr pudy yg 
un popus d o ul o SNA. A VII du ul | 


* 


P o n ee V2; x ed, «2%: . — * A. FT TE ETD 01 on n 1 

5 Nr wee TINS 3 — * — 
U - * 2 4 q > * 

1 7 4 = 


Jager Soon . 2 2 


2 _—_— OO « 

— * 
„ Wi , 
2 2 


> + * 
r 
. — 
I” 2 
> 4 os 


„„ 


DADS — 


4 - | * 4 
t * IAA Fs wv : 
a 2 — 2 2 2 fo. 2 5 2 CE s EE IL 2 ED 
- 4 — 4 = 3 — 1 


n 


— * — — — 9 — dey — * * 


>  *MIHSH saMVI - .*66Lr yozryy Jo dep yr 2m aanboy3xg 
= *par|dde s 2»npoad ajoym 2y1 Spa} AI2ym * SIHNUBRIIAIP 12ULIOz 
a pood ayew on «i snjdary amp. Denne 4auenb 23etaar av poooxo waede 153 q 01 pohanp $wny 2y1 Jo Aue a42ya 4unoI2e 2aoqge ay} — 
Fit z $6*6bFo®12z}7o + e878 85 16 £ £ 188˙fic· 2s Li 1L0t%6E165 28 L 41 281180 
o 8g GEL*Eof ir $1 6L6' og1] F £ opzigzri[ 6 619%7 — — — 861 0211p ond 
6 g 6089 T [6 Li grofogg| g o FELg*6il|zi Ln LibEzL]fe „ 61888 — (641 oinp ond 
6 Lr 511/6181 [ Fit 21 76980, [E: + ggg ot rob'ggt| S or zghfSre] — 9641 oꝛnp ond 
£6 11 zgo*LSf£'it | £ +1 991862 S gr rogorf r 1 Tors 11 68L482[ — $6L1 oꝛnp ond 
E £1 $6S%*bg [fit 1 g 22[ 11 9 „18 o roger 1 + 8106,80 [ — 5041 oꝛnp oꝛnd 
58 g SE£S*grz | o or 79280 [11 gr 901. S [fr T7 7485 [fs S 698•＋s — 1 ouue 0d smn⁰j“btn ond 
3 To 7 9g oz [FE 2 1S0*%SoS [vg L er, i 1981900 o gbl*Sgt - $1uoprur ond 
2 2 9 Orr 6 Sober £ 685198 ff o orb*SELIES wr 80˙Lg 'r ale pur 719 *moynYd 30 se 
< Zo g G6EL*fof tr $1 646%091 | bf oz. ger] 6 615%! — f 
— 5 CT — ER — — — $22U9I1 ͤ ung 
o o rs g. o o Leer o o LSS — — — „ mo. — 1 
o © 8g or o O nie o e — — — ——— ler1ouν⏑,j⁊ 
0 + $1 568211 — — —_— —_ nurnb 20 *155S*ro1 ww *6g deo III 
; | o 9 gf pr 4d poponp se sum; u 
10 8 -Srfffor | - | Surah aye ef uo sonnp 30 snFding 
_ — + £ 01659 [+ 6 61541 — — — 8611 ouue neu uo Ain 
16 p bal *+gg*z [£6 Li grofogg] o FElgtbil|fr Li Lb0'fzL tz L 6511 f 'g641 ouuy od ga LAG 
5 o 082•81 © O ooo o © 008˙g 0 o o$LE£ — — — roi deo o 
oO © gobfion o © ooofrt | o O ooofte | o © go649g99 — — Li *de> οοοοẽnij aidg 
= "* = . e e . 


„% ⁵ aoroats TP: MD. IIA... AB ⁰ p xp ] ] «o , CE. TE, , ae” ae ant aan | 
panodwn *STY J[MA.LVIN MVA 30 o m⁴,N ou uf f ledround m Jo SHANUEND) Sn Jo I NNODOV UY—('s9 ON) 


*GOLL ©1337 yp fomnoty-uoynnely 
oO s. ran ονεαjuu-. 


«trier rey irotgg JO Sic xty pri 
Suoduy ay: Jo 1e4.1193-10190dzug 


'ONIANI SVINOHI, : | 

seo Jurp3501d uanafe 0y1 Jo 2Jogs yin farad wr qu un eng pur ripuf nei u e , mod uon SUONPHIOG UT 21 JO DIY DAnraed 

Mod aq mnodde JAOQP. aq ut qq on palq tuo 24 dei I n 15P410 ut pure : Kardwuo) ripul-urg dn suonenod WI 2 poi duiq p dogg FRY je12uaJ 
-10YadjuJ 2y3 *Bumyjud Ain zo apppiuu aq3 ueyz 42u003 paulretgo q 1ouueo 1224 yer a0y cult Pure S ν e 24} woy sui ay} qo unonee 21 SY—210N 

*pazzodxa $21mzgemnuew iinig 2y1 jo 2fOyM q UO ©3029 tad 


14 moqe syoogf $,1249u2F-10z92dzuy arp ut anjea 3o awe att $pa323IXI pied si 4imp e yoga uo ones poteſpop 242 22} Saeadde 21 O12) Re se Palapyuod 2q Aeur 
el Hennef die a2 Supp 4294 ire qi Jo SIUNOIIC sin SR rz se ui n ieh 01 adoid 11 $4va ay iq? 6641 Auenurſ qi a Furpua 4294 q ur patuodxa 
$24nz9eznuew pue aanpold tying s Jo anea paieppap ay1 Nu jo suvom ↄꝗ ou sei [exauaB3-101432dur g, An 30 n 2y3 uo poduaruwo) Ajuo fo 
KoAuoy ay? pole 4juouuc) *paxzodxa pure paxvodult $pood uo onen palrm3op 242 uo $ounp uri Bunodwt auger jo uo Yer qo u j SY—210N 


— 


> 8 on gb Lgtt q nn 81 988˙L88˙1 9 11 019911261 60-1 — — — — 111 61 2gs“ £5%08 
c I g 010˙¼ʃ16˙g08 | o 5 Loottio'at| 1 9 Lorttolgi LO 9 41 976˙—çꝰ— b“ io] o 6 391 ˙096˙8 [ g 70,9 
＋. I 81 Far'boF'ot | g o obZLiftiiri| $ £1 bo Q0.1 & gt Vit*lpi%%G] © g1 gbggb't [% o LIGoogtos 
= + 21 giE iGo | s 91 78197940 [ 5 5 E134 aYygi COLI it 0 Ogg'g,l | & g oiffoylLt | o& 1 641 ˙946˙9 1 
oy vL Fx 3557485 6 4 17 toy 3 91 so“ 9Y84˙91 164 YG o tFogiggnon| 5 i eg lo Or 81088˙¼“ 
o1 9 ogi*obtios | & 110'i0rF'g9 | £ L1 gg 0gt%t1 6641 8 G6 £1:quot0r| on v1 CrotobFt | or gr t6g*L&i 1 
— G & oopn'vob'ts | 9 91 g 5899 11 9 118˙9b8 81 504 2 9 geteerte | & © . 
2 b „ YO | 11 or 946186 | 91 N 10L1 . gc 699%61 Þ o 87 1.08 4 o 69046. 
New 9 LI Io1%21'05 | 11 4 £Lo'bbif® | L 6 Fgotrabtti o0L1 & 9 gggfotror | & Fr og | o 11 901861 
— Ir 91 gfvoft Gt | & Fi 850199 | g 5 909⁰624˙01 8 C or 621 rogidrt | i grobes | 5 6 18619 7b1 
2 4 4 57. 5.41 9 O goclhih | rn 4 619*t3L*61 88-1 5 1 gglioogt| 9 & cogtcFs | 6 41 obe*e;0tÞr 
2 6:8 14 gr | LF 8 * s b . nes 48. 191 were” ws 9 o 92 78 1 4 v1 a! 0 
5 7 . 5 7 * 5 4 0 ; 75 7 7 2 *E * & *F . 

suοdx q pouodxq pouodx q pouoduiij euiij ) pue Saipug eu pue sonpul 
Jo one A leo 21 pueqoιοπν Sνονοfu q Seo x anjeA 1119.[, ye uon suon YeA jo 241nPXx9 
u31240J JO anjeg qui zo one -eyaodu7 zo ane | *$140dwT 3o anjeg 

*paure1429Je aq uro awry aon Se avg of 66 Aaenueſ 30 n ay3 Furpuo are aq ut pa3yodxo 8103 

nur pur 22npoigq wntig zo ane pale sp ayz pur ane [erotyo 2y3 Yaamgeg 222Yy lc 23 uu ,es ole UGI0 4 40. 

9 on] 2141 wozy s24nzzrznur]y pur donpOꝗ uni zo one 2y3 JSuzyinJuryrp pur aue toro Turymamgrp : 664 4axnueſ 30 1919 ay3 

„ 9Jujpagaud sar o. ac; *ulezug Wag uον S.LYOAXY lle Pur ou, S.LYOdINI IIe 30 on 2p 30 Neo u = 'og) 


- 


* 1 


+ 
46 I e. 


8 ..- «a 
A 1 hoe. Yor OMe Am 94 
— . A EI 5 


f 82 wg , 
"py a we 8 4 * + owt by 
UA, HT 


. — 7 


— A 2 
OE PS 7 "TS OO 
"4 * $5. Songs Gat FTE En By Z 


N 1 ä 9 2888 n 
See rene e . 8 3 4 7 


* 
x £ Bax 
I II fc PE IEEE Te 
2 þ . l 
* . ws *. * r IT” l - . = ** r 9 PET. 7 5.96 7% po 
— * 1 fy * > 1 2 =" LW 2 8 7 yr" $ 7 2 7 7 
r r. 5 — ＋ 8 2. D = — n F. r . r 
> 2 e S DI GIVES? En: " — A 
— * 1 — — = "ou — = o 


«44 + 2... ed #4. 44.4 ? 9 * 
— 
3 K . — 1 1 8 0 * 4 
7 "A RAY 5 
eee 
3 ²˙ 3 
— 2 — — 


——— — 


4 


1 . dartureonetrog, « So q — Y n 0 
3 2 . 1 * : WA f e : 28 aan 
oo 2 "Sy i” 2 1 2 — 0 — 532 8 : 


# 5a, 6 3 
nern r 
9 £ „ 


* * 
* 
* 


1 
r "JT. 


—— — 


i +*%> # 


— * 
— - , — >" s —— — 
Nr — . nn. I * q L - 7 7 * a> n 
— 3 * ** bh. - _ 1 — — oh As. $7 5 od. et. * N 

: - e 8 


ka — 
- l — 
n —__ TS” 
F 
2 P 1 


x 2 3 Y 


4 


Ge. 2 


* 


1 
A 70 
— N 2 
* — — 


7 


— "7 
* 0 <Iw tan rs. th arora > — La: b EE SIS. ; 


PRESS 


£ 
Ml 4.9" 


DEBATES, 


o# paar* - 


— >. 


883 


r 


6L — g11 %% to“ — 91 9381“ — 
98981 091 698 0 lo — 18 — — 
195*1E J 1085S | 0014S [E£8Þ*%G609t*%|$13*f[16+Þ | oFS*10z 
z So*gz 218 98810 ⁊ ro? 861188“ 2ſf88˙⸗ £$9*1] LIL*LL1 
z 66«61 SL 208 Sp | zfz's [SobirÞ151,699 [LLL 1] £4255 L 
1182 go | gt%ioz | g£3*'z 9g o logs [rg] Sigg 
ro 171 oi+h*zþ | £69% [|S60*g96 roi T obotFoz 
668 O01 2180 | 6£6'Þ oz Lo Igo LEL GS: 
400 — 186% v | $6L*S [Lobgi6 [ozg*t|ÞFE*1] ggo*ggi 
898 rot | oF1*tþ 6818 9199 221117160 o29˙2 
186⸗61 868 18761 8849 168881818 fL g644%6 
£zE*17 ifg't [27812 [998% [ybtrozt*r;fob*ihgS*95] LEO EL: 
1M) su. 249 *$U0 T, S [3m [wor] g 
*y>ewunyg | *PoOMpAY | νο 8 'oJipux | *$1129Þ 214" — 
N — —ñ ö 


g [£5L*711] 888798 vos 
16881 [Lrs' g gs“ 217K 
gog*tE g8118 [48s 1982 
Frei 41602 6016297 ˙ 19881 
rot fo f oi: | gfgforz 
Lr 867586 [gor 609*6£ 
188.68 [Er1*for| 14g*tf5 Sos gd 
z6þ*1þ [6Sg*Lg S129 1981 
Lz fes 6178 
21 9,½ 0 [g29*101] bgL*of | ggbfgz 
166*0E [Log 268762 Cggire 
£29*6E [1658 Strg Sgre z 
2345 ang | m9 20 
guoh ung . 2s es Soijj v 
— — ¹⅜ũmd — — 


S&K 


Nrreitig irrt Jose pee 
SOA 2er. *23-2013aodus 


*c1p54 Som! 


INIANI SVINOH.I, 


TT AA ACS MIN VOY IL HER LYLE Ok 


rox uors pur 2Jty dor Buryyinguryip 


£ 66.1 Hrnueſ 3o dis gui fuipoooAd seo x IATIM L 103 funenag frei u SAMANLOVANNYIN ul pan pur our 
ponodun! STVIMAILVIN MVA 30 »„m¹e nN n ut ieh edu on 30 ARLEN 212 Jo LNNODOV UY—(S N 


*GCOLL ge fonoyuoyney 
oO $,quauaB-ioqgzedjur 


ON EE tent err C___©T I TY nne inan ett n TO en pppd 


* 


gonussues (S ON) 


74¹¹8 2861 494% 591.91 10% % | v5Sgrz's | glirge | . g6Lt 

z£9'g 6+$*£1 LES*OE 7581911 118 81 98189824 Sz 9 688 161 

588% 98211 248% 9 Yon £LE*Ex $+$*þ16«L r Lo, 696*1 961 

109˙9 Liofor £61*5Þ 459˙26 959* 893 Llo*glg'g +Þ20%077 491 564 

8 19 ˙5 ooo 4 010401 6g+*SLS obg*gfg*L Free Co 561¹ 

TgL'9 Sol 888 ⁰ 67851 z7g*g9bS $£6*191%6 Sog*Lyz £oz'tr £6L1 

- 875 589˙01 6058 oor -S 659*c65 Lzz*£25%6 $Ez677 z1Þ*1 2601 

— 289˙9 49¹⁰¹ 6gz os Lig*rfr gor Llg*gSz*o01 1L9*g6r Þgb* 160 

2 £L9%g oog 21 v 158.51 9860995 g9L*£Lz%o1 zSLESz S£LLEE o6L1 

- S 81617 88881 1958 +9l*oF1 189 vg 156 Log*6z1 911˙ 6811 

< LSz%01 06141 $60*gÞ 6$S£% 001 o10%055 £71491++6 g9SELSz Sir 8801 

= 58501 69 ¹ 81 £5p'zp rif'fg Lbo*6gf FgofogtE'6 859665682 Lgt* 180 
8 21M) sun.. tuo J. oN 39 807 29 140 
ue I 10 01 10 

guhoſeijſ AA 0 1e ut g 10 XC) $opip] *dwax | ur x uaurT 'yInoy *xeſx sweqdsiz D 


8 N. 2 2 * 8 
; - * - * 
2 — n ppm x 
* * a4 2 - N. * — CoA — ere 


. 2 2A n 2 oaks BR 2 — SI ro 


_— ONT WT — SIS r one 


„ OTE. LS 


a *urenyg ꝛr019 go s1t-odxꝗ pur sr 50611 *yr eM fuopuoT Ts 
” 213 Jo [exauo3-10yadjus *ONTANI SYINOFL | <3znoy-moyny ©2210 $,1e12u>J-z013zadjur 

rod 12q2 ur selon iet pa3zywo , 92109P15y1 $ey pexauoF-1013adjur ay3 f3x2u Ajnſ 3o apppru an urq 20 poureiqo 
10uueo zr ef 103 pjaom on 30 222d zr uon suoοοο² οννẽ/in 30 uno ↄqn $2 pur ſrοYνHuvoοο auroz Ur: n 83ueydaſe pur 


o31pur am 30 uonaodoad 2]qeaapyuo? aaa e ie pur *Ajuo euryy pur erpu; wo pajzodwn Juraq yy euyy pur ſeduagꝗ oi. N 


a , . 
— 
1814 ogy S ε L162 oogë oss ] 68 · — — 
6ELEE 901144 988 1 ποπο—, 12089 188996 ZEGEL vg 
⁊ oo 119/6687 £L6*6L2%1E,; 122*09f 98811 689˙8 2128112 
686˙99 v8 018 5889218 r 0494605 +£g*0L1 Loy! 299/178 
AZ 887561 690*zg8 + (<9 g9g%77 9689 69. *gÞ 559516 ol 
[a] 298% g970*7£9+1 999 85951, g er 296211 t9g*191 g829%91L 
— 97879 g6Þ*£924++ z<0*z2Þ%<LL 1829 * zg3*28£ 696*96 878117 
<< E5E*g 865865 £: :*7þL*g2e 49 Li} vonne 5165161 200 lO 
— 6 118188 15**£09t%E gf6*Lgb 2790. 0 029*661 + vou 
Q 984⁵9 S627 29 ˙⁊ 98158428 EzS* ale 1£+*0$1 ol *g1z g1Þ*gSL 
dose v118910˙% 062 719501 or 10 57761 gob*S+z bros 
SLSL SSL 488 ˙911˙22 018˙9 CL 86155821 1811  £6Þ*Þg1 
"© "C3 -- has f I 7 '$q'T "*FI 
Aeg 10 « | 
uo fue iuedg uonoq "UMO1 T, rA furry | ey 0 *'Mey ee dug 
"TOOM | 'SA'TIS 


DN 27 


gonussuos (S ON) 


Panuue (9 o N) 


462 867594 t 6g π 15g*o0f ” ROE ES 98 6˙8 18 \ F$S£*cbr | 66L 1 Kxvnueſ 30 yas 
£69535 1915011 roz! gr 91108 SS ros S12•184˙6ů 9er z6L1 Aarnueſ 30 q 
89114 198%l5 126 88 00 986 5¹ 998˙818˙ 9 ger LgL1i Axpnueſ yo us 
66g*oz oct. geber - CLOTE 8489 LS 1*Lhg*l 11% sT _ {|| 9441 AHenueſ 30 yas 
"JMD *J1M7) *J1M) 1M) *'2M) *$q] 340 ONIdRNA 
e mr 104 eg duioii "MEN *yInoy x 
. ure | polioꝗ ↄ 30 ↄ D 
— 84118 5 dNAH xv 
— TY *Panurquor) 
ol 107*7+£ 6gL*SF1 go1*f6 4er Z19*6z £g500g' £ o rer · 9 | 66Lr Lacy 30 ay 
- G15*gbL 681*7Þ7 2 9 n Toledo bx? 9159 Gr 61K | 80 S8 8? 264 Kienueſ J0 us 
8 — gos ge 9249 Ses 681 87898 Loot 4785540 £g6*1£0%g1 LgLlr drnueſ 3o yur 
— 6885198 17291461 997591 198281 18881 8095818 4 9.1 4innueſ Jo 1390 
- Fl "og: "0q] s 20 "Il bo 1 
2 — — — — — 8 — —e— 
*UMO1Y | A *Aayan, N | N rn ujiurdo | uono ) | | 
pue uren { _ euy e u — pound ap Jo oe 
VII | "JOOM | | 
ohn ue Suryinzulyicg : 0641 Henurſ yo yas gn Zurpooaad seg "A 212 pur 2611 Grnurſ 30 wS 211 Juipd + 
od $422 x, 2Alyf u , darnurſ 30 s 2y3 Buzpaoadd ee ant yp * 9 kaenurſ yo ue on Suspend sic 
A da n A polo 2u1410110z vn zo wnrpaJy lrnuuy ue uo uſenig eng) Ul SAN.. WW ANANYIN uf payn pur dur 
A payodwi Ty LVIN MVA Zo 2anzeu ay ut *$2JPnNay jediouiad ↄq 30 Amurny di Jo LL NNODDV uy—('9 od 


r Cert Re hn . — — CS —— 7 
r r — — _ * ? 
ARES + We 


Lofts _ . = . - - > pv um“ 13 4 1 4 * 
PIE a wh We" 1 ; . E\-4 A be. —— 5 5 7 : dts. - « i 

5 k 4 - : 1 2 — \ 4 jo er — — 4 / 
TW — — 3: Wes ö 4 * Bonn” e I » = 7 F 2 - 2 $3 * . 
rr —. * — n —— Sn, WET WI Sms 8 n , "2 py 


Ii: 
. 2 4 2 ry 
r 


, 2 r rr 2 * 2 
ke "—_— : Teh 2 — — Wa = 
— 


4a 
WES. "a 


Wi A 


Ls 1 
. * 4, * 
WW os - f „ 7 5 — 
* . & PS | * a * * 
r n . —— aan. Aly 
4 1 - ” - » - _ 
| - < * « f vi , w x 7% SG 
2 1 * 2 - 6 2 3 — 1 5 _ & man / 
— 4 * — * - . 4 5 4 A — — 
4 ya 1 * „ r 1 as 5 4 
TR £ * e . «a Fe. bet; 21g N 
o F "—_— . AUS G4» -< a 
; g — LT — — > 2 12 —— 
3 v9 . — 4 


— _— - = 
_—— Cn =. 

SS: 3 =D 

n 


n 4% 


F o A - N | l -2 = = „„ - . 
— 4 4 % aq " 2 . Ys — 3 1 — 
N c % 


+a, -v- 


*me1Lg 22215 Jo $120dx7 pur 6064 αu⁰e yarn 


$140dwy 313 30 [ex2uaJ3-1013adjur cuopuo j *aznoy-woynJ 
. *ONIANI SYINOHLL *2YO $,1222uaF-s,10yg9uT 
79 585 11ſec · . 16271 871˙92 891 ſos Cg 6 85K SoSe [£116 1011789811 6611 £xenueſ 30 m5 
8 4718 | $6t*71 TIE HET os 26689 | 1LE 9888 +95 [Lob £6041 £LS*1 2 ro [ggg*gl1] 2611 Henueſ yo y35 8 
- orte 8 Op z6 4899 6881 [6rgf1 | 880˙1 [F62*LE| 6£6*5 |S564+61%1 (££+*1 [6155 gz | Lghli Aienurſ 30 115 ep 
—— 2 ; 
= Lo g [1£1*+Þþ[o66*gg | ogg [+ghz1 | LE tor 219˙1 [ggrigltitt 89% [$£z*1 | 16g%6v1] 91“ KHenueſ yo 3 © 
245g | VL |*8u0T,j oN | 245 | 39 | or, | 2ad | uo. "U 26) 19 : Sia 
sun pures L a0} aeg 9 2 J. 
e t vo | 2 *O [uedajgſyeumyg *poompay N 'poomJoT | out e $129 | oαννeouν 
hos | 70 | | | | [ E 
(CTOOMOANYH pur SAALS AJAd 


panutucm) (9 ON) 


b $ 
5 6 c +$ £*6z 66L1 Kxvnueſ 30 un 
18 06 r 1 « | 2611 kxenueſ Jo 29 
4, 5.4 [ 1 | erer $:2*184%6 198¹ e 


„ — 


— 
** 
* * * 


us e 
n 5 
2 = 8 
. > 
* — — * * 4 


* * "IM 
2 oY r Is p 5 
* * , 0 5 # 
” 444 <a „ ft jt 
\ my 9 oy — rr 
„ Wr 
2 1 — 3 p 
. 4 £ ad nf 
_ * 


o — 0 — * 3 * 9 v4 
Fee ES, Eo : 
F 


3 
„ F- 


* 
4 * — ry = 
E - ” _ * 2 — 4 7 
* * * A K 1 * * Ka i= 

l 5 | 2 — — 14 93 6a 

TREE «2 : 6-4. 7 2 — * 

dy”. ö 9 5 - 5 oe 4 4 1 
+ 7 4 * * 2 4 


- * 


n 


# 4 + 4g 
N 
8 

Z Cod "of, 


ww 


KF 


Nr.,, ... 


ws 


N ** 
— * — 

22 
„ 


3 
— 


7 * 7 — 
wh Rx 
r — 


30. 


8 


1 
ns 


s AL 
M — 


N 88 
A 


— LO 
* 


_ - — 1 
— — Io be md nt he brane BIG ts nd; op 
br Tbs e ao os 


* 


„rr 
9 ö 


1 
—— 


1 $4657, 
: 5 
* 
* „ 1 6.9% 
: * 11 
* * 
1 2 4 
3 * by 
7 
1 
* 1 ks # 
* 1 q 
1 
* bs 
+. +2 
ST © 
_ 5 
© 
* =. 
"” S - 
. 5 
* w 
; 1 * j 
þ o 
: 432 
4 A G + > 
” = 
#; B52 
=o * % 
v3 Q l 
4 * 
Is vB 
8 7 I > * 
* £ * 
. 7 
6. My - 
12 : Fl F 1 
= 5 1 
"> 
* : , 
. 7 
” Fl 
5 * 
+ N 
, 7 
4 „ 4 
13 N 
1 ' 1 
2 4 A a) : 
; \ , : 
* t 1 = 
* "3 && 
þ 
1 2 
— # 7 


3 


8 . TE what * 1 K . 0 2 1 r oy 
0 nn Le WY Ws — — 7 tg — — — — - 3 «3 = 2 2 
* Wag” + 1 1 4 Bd * & , * F — 3 $5" tbe Bn a A 4. * « x 2 
0 if 3 . RES * [hs "i. PY v 4 
e : * 2212 — — o N * 
93 5 4 4p * r * N MW % 9 M's 3 1 
*** a 4 — — _ ** 2 TL MER 6: 1 n a 4 2 = * * 
A * 2 wet * 8 2 . , by = 2 K * * 
* ” o 
* — - 2 2 \& SF 5 $4 k w 
_ * © P — - - * * # Cad * 2 "4 
* 7 . op 7 222 Son ow 8 : 1 a 


. J f 
FL + om 4 * A 


Þ-,& N 
7 = Ab dt, , bo t 
ö * we 5 9 
NN A 


PARLIAMENTARY 


ACCOUNTS 


PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF.COMMONS, 


RESPECTING THE 
PUBLIC EXPENDITURE of GREAT BRITAIN, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING FIFTH OF JANUARY 1799. 


No. III. 


——  — — 


LIST, 


An account of the total actual —— of Great Britain for the year + 
ending 5th January 1 799, &c 


Z APPENDIX. 


(A. ) Intereſt, &c. of the public. funded debt (See this n. in Claſs IV. 
(B.) Intereſt on Exchequer bills. 
(C.) Charges upon the conſolidated fund. 


(D 1.) Navy-office: Sums received from the Exchequer for Navi 
ſervices, * 


(D 2.) Marine- office: Monies received from the Commiſſioners of the 
Navy for the Marine ſervice. 


7 3.) Victualling· office: Money received from the Exchequer for the 
uſe of the Victualling department. 


(D 4.) Office for Sick and Wounded Seamen : Monies received for the 
ſervice of this office. 


(D 5.) Tranſport-office: Monies paid for 'Tranſport ſervices and Priſoner 
of war in health, 


E.) Ordnance-office : Monies paid for Ordnance ſervices, 


F.) Pay- office: Monies paid for the ſervice of the Army, 
(G.) Loans and remittances to Ireland and Portugal. | 
(KH. ) Miſcellaneous ſerryces, 


«4 


wh MO. 


FA A 


in £,m 


DEBATES, 225 


An ACCOUNT ſhewing how the PUBLIC MONIES remaining unap- 
propriated in the Receipt of the Exchequer on the 5th Day of January 
1798, together with the Monies paid into the ſame between the th | 
January 1798 and the 6th January 1 799, have been actually applied: = 
Diſtinguiſhing the Total Amount of the Sums applied to the following 
Heaps of Service ; namely, —iſt, The Intereſt of the Public-funded 
Debt, together with the Charges of Management, and Sums paid to- 
wards its reduction: —2dly, Ihe Intereſt on Exchequer Bills :—2dly, 
The Civil Liſt :—qthly, The other Charges on the Conſolidated 
Fund :—gthly, The Navy, ſpecifying the Amount of the Monies re- 
ſpectively paid to the Uſe of the Admiralty and Navy-office, the Ma- 
rines, the Victualling, the Sick and Wounded, the "Tranſports, and the 
Priſoners of War in Health :—6thly, The Ordnance : —7thly, The 
Army, ſpecifying the Amount of Montes paid on Account of the 
Ordinary Services, videlicet, for Regulars, — Militia, and In- 
valids, for Barracks, for Staff Officers, and Officers of Garriſons, for 
Half Pay, for Widows' Penſions, for Chelſea Hoſpital, for Foreign 
Corps, for Exchequer Fees, and for Pay of Public offices ; ſpecifying 
alſo the Amount of Monies paid to the Extraordinary Services of the 
Army: —Sthly, Loans, Remittances and Advances to other Countries, 
ſpecifyzng the Total Amount paid to them reſpectively:—9thly, 
Miſcellaneous ſervices at Home and Abroad: Specify ing the Total 
Amount paid upon each Article: — Together with the further Amount 
of any Part of the ſaid Public Monies applied to any other Public Ser- 


k | 
% 
| 
4 
* 
4 
. 

4 

b 


he year vices, ſpecifying the ſame. 
—— ——— 
roucurxs. HEADS OF EXPENDITURE, SUMS, 
aſs IV. Appendix (A.) 
1. The intereſt of the pub- . 5. d. . 
2 debt of Great 62 8 
ritann =» - - 15,941,042 3 
Naval Charges of management , 206,528 7 9 = &S 
Sums applicable to its re- ; 
du tion -< 94,906,730 17 11 
of the | 19,054,301. 9 24 ; 
| gy > ankle for the Im- - | 
ria 3 — . 1 
for the A of the uſual grant Sm Dy ; 
| for reducing the public- * £-: 
for the funded debt - - - =- = 200,000 © o 
| 19,752,037 2 104 
: (B. 
r1ſoners 2. The 3 on Exchequer bills - — - 23536, 847 14 o 


e 
3. The Civil Liſt - - - — 
4- The other charges on the conſolidated fund: _ 
Courts of Juſtice - — = 31,364 0 7 
Mint — — ® * 15,000 © © 
2 P - — _ - 134,032 17 1 1 
aries and allowances - — - 25,743 3 1 
Bountics — 1 8.335 15 © 
— — 1 n 


* 8 898,000 © © 
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_ -. PARLIAMENTARY . 
Appendix (D.) 1, 2, 3, 4, and g. 


g. The Navy: 

Salaries to Admiral y, Navy, C. 6. d. 
aud Navy Pay- offices - 60,000 © o 
Wages, bounty, flag pay, 
half pay, and penſions 
Dock-yards, building of 
{hips, ſtores, pilotage, 


2,079,897 13 9 
N 


contingencies, &c. - 4,562,503 1 10 „„ th 
Marine ſervice on ſhore - : 326,601 18 7 6 * 
| 7,009,002 14 2 
The v:Qualling department - = 9,749,815 16 42 
The fick and wounded dito 432,466 10 1 
The tranſport ditto, 
Tranſports = - += 1,041,996 9 11 
Priſoners of war in health 301,7 o 7 
Miſcellaneous ſcrvices 37,200 14 2 An 
* 1,380, 353 2 8 5 ct 
* | 7 if &-4 
6. The Ordnance - | IG. : : 75.255 © 10 6 
F) 
7. Ihe Army: 
Ordinary ſervices, viz. 
Regulars, fencibles, militia, inva- 4. 


lids, ard volunteer corps - 6,054,04, 
Barracks - - - 68 2 


Staff officers, and officers of garriſons 124,025 


* — 


Half pay - - 162,000 
Widows” penſions = - o 16,500 
Chelſea Hoſpial - <- 140,712 


Foreign _ - - - - 76,82 
Exchequer tees - = A 5 


72,69 
Pay of public offices gs 


7,986,297 © © 


55 11,152,151 © e 
Extraordinary ſervices/ 


(G.) 
8. Loans, remittances and advances to other 


2 3,165,854 20 


countries: 
Loan to Ireland - *' - - - 2,000,000 © o 
For the ſervice of the Queen of Portugal 120,013 13 O 
2,120,013 13 © 
_ 
9. Miſcellaneous Services: 
At home — - - - 636,106 15 64 
Abroad - - - - 191,492 19 6 
| — 827,599 15 03 


49,626, 808 6 114 
* DeduQt Loan to Ireland 2, ooo, coo o o 


| + C. 47,626,808 6 11} 


* The intereſt and charges on this loan are ſecured by an aft of the Parliament of 
Ireland, conformably to an aft of the 38th of his preſent Majeſty, cap. go. 


+ This includes the ſum of 497,7351. 135. 8d. for intereſt paid on Imperial Loans. F 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 


gth April 1799. GEORGE ROSE. 
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APPENDIX. 


[N. B. Appendix (A.) —Intereſt, &c. of the Public- funded Debt —is 
the firſt paper in Claſs IV.] | 


— — f — — 


Appendix (B.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Money paid for INTEREST on Ex- 
chequer Bills, between the 5th Day of January 1798 and the 


.d. 
2 ict 6th Day of January 1799. 
Paid to the Governor and Company of the Bank of C. . d. 
England for circulation of Exchequer bills on the | 
Land and Malt "lax Acts — — — 204,812 9 7 
On the Supply, anno 1795 _ _ 18.1 6 
Vote of Credit, anno 1796 — 56,822 4 94 
Conſolidated Fund, anno 1797 — 2,259 16 8 
Loan, anno 179 — — — 91,47 4 © 
Supply; certain ſum, anno 1797 — 4,182 14 1 
Further ſum, anno 1798 — _ 33,182. 1 8 
350,847 14 Oz 
O e 
Exchequer-bill-office, J. PLANTA, 
the 1ſt of April 1799. J. CUDLIFF. 
— — — 
13 0 
Appendix (C.) 
An ACCOUNT of the Charges upon the CONSOLIDATED 
5 2 FUND in the Vear 1798, excluſive of the Intereſt of the 
6 14 Publie Debt, and of any payments upon Exchequer Bills; diſ- 
pie tinguiſhing the ſame under the ſeveral Heads of Civil Lift, 
11} Courts of Juſtice, &c. Mint, * Salarics and Allowances, and 
Bounties. 
ent of | | 
| r | „„ 
Loans, For the ſupport of His Majeſty's houſchold . .. 898,000 © © 


COURTS OF JUSTICE. | 
The Judges of England and Wales in „ 


E. augmentation of their ſalaries 13,0560 © © 
The Sheriffs of England and Wales 4, O 0 © 
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- PARLIAMENTARY 
Appendix (C) continued. n 
Clerk of the Hanaper in the Court ß C. . d. ; 
Chancery — — 


$ : 2,5 1 
John Reeves, Eſquire, receiver of tbe 


ſeven public offices, eſtabliſned pur- 
ſuant to act 32 Geo. III. to pay the 
falaries of clerks, &c. on the ſaid 


offices — — RES % ů 
7 : 31,364 © 

MINT, . EY g 

Maſter of the Mint in England — 13,800 o o 
Ditto — - in Scotland — 1,200 © 0 
| — 15,000 0 o 
PENSIONS. 

The Prince of Wales — — 65,000 © o 
The Duke of Vork — — 14,000 © © 
The Dutcheſs of York _ 4,000 © © 
The Duke of Clarence . — 12,000 © o 
The Duke of Glouceſter — 8,000 © © 
Ditto — — 9,000 © © 
Lord Chatham — — 4,000 © © 
Lord Rodney — _ 2,000 o o 
Lord Heathfield — — 1, 500 © © 
Lady Dorcheſter — — 1,000 © © 
The Repreſentatives of Arthur Onſlow 3,000 © © 


Jobn Penn, Efquire, of Stoke Pogis, 
Berks — — 3,000 


O 
O 


„John Penn, Eſquire, of Queen Anne 


Street Weſt, Middleſex — 1,000 © © 
John, Earl of St. Vincent — 33777 15 61 
Adam, Lord Viſcount Duncan — 2,494 5 of 
Horatio, Baron Nelſon — 860 16 6 
— U — 134.632 17 1 


SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES. 


The right honourable Henry Adding- 
ton, Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to complete 6,000]. per annum 2,681 12 © 
Marquis of Bute, late one of the Au- 
ditors of the Impreſt — 7,000 o o 
Philip Deare, Eſquire, late a deputy | 
ditto — — — 300 
John Wiggleſworth, Eſquire, ditto 390 
Charles Harris, gent. late clerk in the 
office of the Auditors of the Impreſt 200 0 0 
Edward Roberts, Eſquire, firſt clerk 
to the clerk of the pells, on 65ol. 
r annum, formerly paid to the Au- 
ditor of the Exchequer, for ſalaries 
10 the officers of the Exchequer-bill 
Office, but now payable to him by 
act 23 Geo, II. — 6800 © 


oo 
O 0 


w 


Fc 
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Appendix (C.) continued. 
Cletks in the office of the clerk of 


Pells, for their ſervices in executing 
the acts 29th and zoth Geo. III. for C. . 


granting annuities on lives — 880 © © 
The Uſher of the Exchequer for ne- | 
ceſſaries — n 1,921 o 7 


Anne Caſs, late office-keeper in the 
office for managing the former 
duties on wine licences — 20 © © 


Sir William Muſgrave, Bart. one 


of the Commiſſioners for auditing 
the public accounts . — 1,000 © o 


John Thomas Batt, Eſquire, another 1,000 o © 


William Chamberlayne, Eſquire, 
another — — 1, oOo © 


Sir John Dick, another <— — 500 0 0 
John Martin Leake, Eſquire, another 500 o © 


Salaries to clerks, and contingencies 
in the office of the Commiſſioners | 
of Accounts — — 6,000 o o 


George Atwood, Eſquire, Inſpector 
of Tontine certificates, to defray 
expences — — 700 © © 
The Chief Caſhier of the Bank, g 
for fees of various natures paid 
at the Treaſury, &c. — 
William James Cooke, Eſquire, and 
others, clerks in the office of the 
Paymaſters of Exchequer Bills — 400 © o . „. 4. 


890 10 6 


— 25,743 3 15 
BOUNTIES. 
For the encouragement of the growth of hemp and | 
flax in England and Scotland — — 6,335 15 © 
4 1,1 T1 075 15 91 


* 


Exchequer, 29th day of 


March 1799. JAMES FISHER, 


.. 


Rake wn ; —— = 


—_—— — r 


P 


\ 


— — 452,466 10 1 


1387 \ 
= 230 PARLIAMENTARY 
''F : 7 | 
mn Navy-office, 6th March 1799. 
5 An ACCOUNT ſhewing the Amount received from His Ma. 
8 jeſty's Exchequer for NAVAL SERVICES, between the «5th Ni 
8 January 1798 and 6th January 1799 ; diſtinguiſhing the Ser- | 
| vices to which the ſame has been applied. 81 
7 Su 
4 HEADS of SERVICE. SUM. TOTAL. | 
ol NAVY. 3 
3 Ninety day bills for ſtores, building 
1 Wages to officers and ſeamen 1,665,000 © © 
1 Bounty to volunteers, flag pay, &c. 185, 00 0 © 
1 Half pay to officers — 130,462 15 © 
1 Wages to the dock and rope yards 956,686 © © FE 
4M Pilotage of His Majeſty's ſhips 29, 500 © © Vi 
» exchange and impreſts for 13 
iv contingencies, &c. — 655,000 © © cl 
5p Salary to the Admiralty, Navy, and thy 
= Navy Pay-offices _ 60,000 o © * 
1.58 Penſions to ſea officers, their widows, &c, 54,434 18 9 to 
1 Cheſt at Chatham to pay * to th 
. cripples — 45,000 © © FE! 
8 Exchequer fees — — 9,000 O © 
3 Sign manual to ſatisfy the over pay- 
5 ments in the late Treaſurerſhip of 
* the right honourable George 
| Grenville — — 2,000 © o 
5 Diſburſements and commiſſion on At 
; 175 8 Exchequer bills — — 27,309 © 4 
. on Marine ſervice on ſhore — 306,691 18 7 F © * 4 
1 F 
1 VICTUALLING. 
WM 15 Ninety day bills for proviſions, Ja 
A 6 . ſtores, &c. — 2,478,029 18 1 Fe 
44388 Bills for proviſions, wo paid in ; M 
1 ready money — 404,000 © o | A 
64. 1 Bills of exchange and impreſts 702,000 o © M 
=: Neceſſary money and contingencies 92,009 o o Ju 
7 1 Wages to officers, workmen, &c. at At 
1 ; 11 the ports — — 156, 400 © 0 Se 
i 77 , 3 | 
=. Widows' penfions — 17,385 18 33 Ot 
1208 3 = 3749-815 16 4; Ni 
1 SICK AND WOUNDED. D. 
11 Medicines, bedding, &c. for ſick 
0K ſeamen 387,406 10 1 
1 Medicines, bedding, &c. for ſick 
5 priſoners — — 65,000 o © 
1 
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Appendix (D. 1.) - continued. 


TRANSPORTS. . 
th Ninety day bills for freight of tranſ- 
= ports, ſubſiſtence of priſoners of C. . d. 
war in health, &c. — 1,187,494 11 9 
Bills of exchange — — 90,000 © © 


Subſiſtence, cloathing, &c. of pri- 
ſoners of war 1n health — 102,858 12 11 8 


— 1,380,353 4 8 


—— — —Uä—ü4E —— en 


12,591,728 5 34 
A,S. HAMOND. GEO, ROGERS, :S. GAMBIER. 


It will appear by the account tranſmitted by the Commiſſioners of the 
Victualling, that they fate to have received, in the year 1798, 899 fl. 
135, 6d, more than appears in this account: Which ariſes by their in- 
cluding this ſum as received from the Exchequer, though it was paid to 
them by the Caſhier of the Navy, in repayment of the ſame ſum bor- 
rowed by the Navy from the ViQualling in the year 1797, to be applied 
to the payment of Seamen's wages ; as it will appear by the accounts at 
the Exchequer, that the ſums iſſued to the Victualling in the year 1798 
is only 3,749,8151. 168. 44d. 


Appendix (D. 2.) 
An ACCOUNT of Monies received from the Commiſſioners of 
His Majeſty's Navy, for the MARINE SERVICE, per Order 


d, of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, between 5th 
2 January 1798 and 6th January 1799. 

1798. - £& 

January — By received impreſts from Navy Board 47,000 © 0 
February—By ditto | — = — 12,000 © © 
March — By ditto —_ 8 — 25,000 © © 
April — By ditto — — — 12,000 0 0 
May — By ditto =_ — — 53.000 © © 
July — By ditto — — — 29,691 18 7 
Auguſt — By ditto — — — 43,000 © o 
September By ditto — — — 20,000 © o 

: Ottober — By ditto — — — 10,000 © 0 
44 November y ditto * one © mn 30,000 © © 
December—By ditto 2 ny — 25,000 © © 


Total - 306,691 18 7 


(Errors excepted) GEORGE VILLIERS, 
H h 2 
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Appendix (D. 3.) 
Victualling- office, gth March 1799. 


An ACCOUNT ſhewing the Amount of Money received from 


His Majeſty's Exchequer, for the Uſe of the VICTUALLING 
DEPARTMENT, on the Heads under-mentioned, from the 


5th January 1798 to the 6th January 1799, viz. 


| 4. * 4 
Ninety day bills — — _ 2,478,029 18 1 
Victualling ſervices _ _ _ 298,995 13 6 
Bills of exchange — _ — 714,000 © © 
Neceſſary money — — — 94,000 o © 

Widows penſions — — * 17,385 18 3. 
Wages — — * — 


4286 o 0 


— 


*. 3-758,811 9 10 


* Vide Memorandum at the Bottom of (D. 1.) 


| Appendix (D. 4.) 
Office for Sick and Wounded Seamen, 6th March 1799. 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of Monies received for the Sei- 
vice of this Office, between the 5th January 1798 and the 6 
January 1799, viz. 


1. f, d, 

Sick and wounded ſeamen in Great Britain and Ireland, 152,529 08 
Sick and wounded ſeamen in foreign pw — * 232,937 95 
Sick priſoners — — — 67,000 © 0 
452,466 10 1 


R. BLAIR, JA. JOHNSTON, GIL, BLANE 


An ACC 
for T! 
in He 
1799 


Tranſpor! 
Miſcellan 


Priſoners 


Memo 
between 
was 1,38 
1,372, 40 
to be apf 


An AC 
NAd 
Janu; 


Office of 
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Appendix (D. 5.) 
Tranſport- office, iſt March 1799. 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the Monies reſpectively paid 
for TRANSPORT SERVICES, and PRISONERS of WAR 
in Health, between the 6th January 1798 and the 5th January 
1799- 


©: 
Tranſport ſervice — — — 1,041,996 9 11 
Miſcellaneous ſervices — — — 29,368 4 9 


: Home ſervice — 127,957 19 1 
Priſoners of war in health { Foreign ſervice — 173,099 © 8 


1,372,408 15 3 


* —— 


/ 


AMBROSE SERLE. W. A. OTWAY. JOS. HUNT. 


Memorandum—The amount received from His Majeſty's Exchequer, 
between 6th January 1798 and 5th January 1799, for this department, 
was 1,380,353l. 45. 8d.; out of which the above-mentioned ſum of 
1.372, 408l. 158. zd. has been paid, leaving a balance of 7, 944l. gs. 5d. 
to be applied to the ſervice of the year 1799. ORD 


Appendix (E.) 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of Monies paid for ORD- 
NANCE SERVICES, between 5th January 1798 and 6th 
January 1799. 


4. fo d. 
1,715,355 © 10F 


Office of Ordnance, 18th March 1799. J. SARGENT, 


— — —-̃ vꝛb —y.¼ — — 


Pay office, Horſe Guards, 
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Appendix (F.) 


An ACCOUNT of Monies paid for the Service of the ARMY, 
between the 5th January 1798 and 6th January 1799, 


ORDINARY SERVICES. 3 

For regulars, fencibles, militia, invalids, and volunteer 
N Z __ — 6, 654.045 © 0 
For ſtaff officers and officers of garriſons — 134,025 © 0 
For barracks — — — — 688,826 © 0 
For half pay — — — — 162,000 © 0 
For widows” penſions _ — — 16,500 0 
For Caelſea Hoſpital _ _ — 149,712 @ 0 
For foreign corps — — — — 76,382 © 0 
For Exchequer fees — — — 72,039 © 0 
For pay of public offices — — — 32,168 © © 


Mm 


; 7,986,297 © o 
Amount of monies paid for the extraordinary 
ſervices of the Army, between 24th Decem- 


ber 1797 and the 25th December 1798 43,165,854 © 0 


— 


11,152,151 © © 


- 


— 


In the abſence of the Paymaſters-general, 
Per GEORGE CRAUFURD, 


zoth March 1799. 


—ͤ— . — — 
Appendix (G.) 


An ACCOUNT of LOANS and REMITTANCES to Ireland 
and Portugal in the Lear 1798. 


£. $$ 


There was granted in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, to 
enable His Majeſty to make remittances from time 
to time, to be applied to His ſeryice in Ireland in 
ſuch manner as ſhould be approved by the Parlia- 
ment of that kingdom, on proviſion being made by *' 
the ſaid Parliament for defraying the. intereſt and 
charges of a loan to that amount, the ſum of 
There was iſſued on the vote of credit in the 37th 
year of his preſent Majeſty, for 500,00cl. for the 
ſervice of the Queen of Portugal, the ſum of 


2,000,000 © 0 


120,013 13 0 
* 3 


2,120,013 13 0 


— 


— — 


Whitehall, Treafury Chambers, 


gib April 1759. GEORGE ROSE, 
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| | Appendix (H.) 

An ACCOUNT ſhewing how the Public Monies remaining unappro- 
priated in the Receipt of the Exchequer on the 5th Day of January 
1798, together with the Monies paid into the ſame between the 5th 
Day of January 1798 and the-6th Day of January 1799, have been 
actually applied, as far as relates to Miſcellaneous Services at Home 
and Abroad; ſpecifying the Total Amount paid upon each Article, 
together with the further amount of any part of the ſaid Public Mo- 
nies applied to any other Public Services, ſpecifying the ſame, 


SERVICES AT HOME, 
For payment of principal and intereſt on American or- 
ders, made out purſuant to an act of the 28th year of 
the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for granting relief to £ &% © 
ſuch perſons as have ſuffered in their rights and pro- 
perties during the late unhappy diſſentions in America 140 10 2+ 
For the payment of principal and intereſt on American 
orders, made out purſuant to an act of the zoth year 
of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for granting relief 
to ſuch perſons as have ſuffered in their rights and pro- 
perties during the late —y diſſentions in America 55,606 5 31 
For defraying the expenſes of confining, maintaining, 
and employing convicts at home _—— —— 196 6 2 
For defraying the extraordinary expenſes for proſecu- 
tions relating to the coin of this kingdom — 3.485 16 3 
To the clerks in the offices of the Auditor and Tellers 
of the Exchequer, for directing and paying the orders 
made out for the relief of American ſufferers, & al. - 40 & © 
To John Farhill, Eſq. Secretary to the Commiſſioners 
for reducing the National Debt, for ſalaries of the 
officers, and incidental expenſes of the ſaid commiſſion 1,563 12 6 
For defraying the charge — the Journals of the 
Houſe of Commons, of printing and delivering the votes 
and other papers printed by order of the ſaid Houſe 77360 © 3 
Towards the ſupport of an inſtitution called The Vete- 
rinary College _ — — 2,250 © © 
d For the Board of Agriculture — — 4,000 © © 
For diſcharging bills drawn for repairs of the pier and 
light-houſe at the entrance of Douglas Harbour in the 
| Ile of Man — _ _ 2,323 16 8 
For defraying the expenſe of allowances and penſions for a 
the relief of American civil officers, and others, who | 
have ſuffered on account of their attachment to His 
Majeſty's Government — — 40,000 © © 
For the relief of the ſuffering clergy and laity of France 143,843 9 2 
For defraying the charge of the ſuperintendance of the 
< 7 Alien AR 
or the expenſes of the new roads of communication, 
and building bridges in the Highlands in North Britain 4,500 © © 
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2,600 © © 


0 or printing the Journals of the Houſe of Commons, for 

— printing and delivering the votes of the Houſe of 

0 Commons, and for printing bills, reports, and other 

— papers, by order of £ ſaid Houſe | 7,000 0 © 
o the truſtees of the Britiſh Muſeum — 1,000 © © 


" replace payments made out of His Majeſty's Civil. | 
venues — — — 189,708 6 44 
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For the accommodation of perſons connected with, and FL. x 


„ 
trading to the Iſlands of Grenada and St. Vincent. 609, C000 6 0 
To John Wilmot, Eſquire, as a reward to a clerk em- 
ployed for American claims — — — 130 18 6 
To diſcharge a balance on account of expenſes of His 
Majeſty's Mint — — 13,250 18 © 


To defray the ſums which the Commiſſioners under the 

3th article of the American treaty have awarded to be 

paid by the Britiſh Government, and the expenſes at- 

tending the ſaid commiſſion | — 38,516 16 
For works done at Somerſet Place under the direction of 

Sir William Chambers 15,000 o o PUB 
— 600 o o 


For incidental expenſes incurred in the office for regiſter- 
ing the ſale of the land tax 


Services at home — 636,106 15 6; 


SERVICES ABROAD. 
For defraying the charge of the civil Government of the 


| Province of Upper Canada — 7.50 0 0 
| For defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of 
Novia Scotia — —— — 


For defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of 
New Brunſwick —— — 4,559 © 0 


For defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of the 


Iſland of St. John - 3,800 © © 
Fox defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of the 
Iſland of Cape Breton — — 1.840 © 0 
For defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of the 
Iſland of Newfoundland — 1,232 10 © 
For defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of the Account 
Bahama Iſlands, in addition to the ſalaries now paid Febru: 
to the public officers out of the duty fund, and other is crea 
incidental charges attending the ſame 4,100 © © 
For defraying the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of Account 
New South Wales —— — 6,157 2 © fundec 
For defraying the charge of the ſalary of the Chief Juſ- the Cc 
. tice of the Bermudas or Somers Iſlands — 580 © 0 
For defraying the charge of the ſalary of the Chief Juſ- 
tice of the Iſland of Dominica 600 o 0 
For repairing, maintaining, and ſupplying the Britiſh 
forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa -  / 33,000 © 0 
For defraying the expences of the ſettlement at New 
South Wales — 22,480 4 0 
For the governor and company of merchants trading into 
the Levant Sea, to aſſiſt them in carrying on their trade 10,0c0 © © 
For His Majeſty's ſecret ſervice abroad — 110,088 3 © 
Services abroad — 191,492 19 © 
Services at home — 636,106 15 6; 
ps ge Vor 


Total - — 827,599 15 0; 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, | 
th April 1799. 85 GEORGE ROSE, 
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ACCOUNTS 
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


RESPECTING THE - 


PUBLIC-FUNDED DEBT of GREAT BRITAIN, 


— — " 


AND THE 


REDUCTION THEREOF, 


OS. >: 


ro THE FIRST OF FEBRUARY. 1799. 
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No. IV. | 
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Account of the public- funded Debt, as the ſame ſtood on the iſt of | 
February 1799; 3 what Acts of Parliament the ſame 
is created, and in reſpect of what Sums raiſed, or Bills funded, &c, 


Account of the Capitals of the ſeveral Funds conſtituting the Public- 
funded Debt ; likewiſe of the ſeveral Stocks or Annuities redeemed by 
the Commiſſioners for the Reduction of the National Debt, &c. &c. 
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DEBATES. 245 


CONDITIONS of REDEMPTION, &c. referred to from the 


foregoing : 


{a) The zl. per cent. 41. per cent. and g]. per cent. conſolidated annuities, 
are redeemable at par; but by act 26 Geo. III. the 51. per cent. 
annuities are not to he paid off till the Commiſſioners for reducin 
the National Debt ſhall have purchaſed 25, ooo, oool. of ſtock, 
with money applicable to the redemption of the Public Debt then 
exiſting, | 

{b) Theſe annuities, whether perpetual or for terms of years, are redeem- 
able by the -11. per cent. ſeverally provided for that purpoſe ; or 
the capitals funded at 41. 41. and 51. per cent. are redeemable at 
par, and the annuities for terms of years will expire anno 1860. 


{c).Redeemable with 11. per cent. applicable thereto, or at par, at the 
expiration of three years after the 51. per cent. conſolidated annui- 
ties ſhall have been paid off; but at two years from the end of the 
preſent war, and ratification of the definitive treaty of peace there- 
upon (at any time within ſix months) the | 7467 — are entitled 
to have their annuities, with all dividends due thereon, paid off in 
money, or converted into 41. per cent. conſolidated annuities, at 
the rate of 1331. 6s. 8d. for every vol. contributed. 


{d) Theſe annuities, whether perpetual or for terms of years, are redeem- 
able by the 11. per cents. ſeverally provided for that purpoſe ; or 
the capitals funded at 31. 41. and gl. per cent. are redeemable at 
par, and the annuities for terms of years will expire anno 1860. 


{e) Theſe annuities, whether perpetual or for terms of years, are redeem- 
able by the 11. per cents. ſeverally provided for that purpoſe ; or 
the capitals funded in zl. per cent annuities are redeemable at par, 
and the annuities for terms of years will expire anno 1860. 


{f) Theſea nnuities, whether perpetual or for terms of years, were redeem- 
able with monies ariſing by act 38 Geo. III. for granting an aid 
and contribution for the proſecution of the war; but from 5th 
April 1799, are to be redeemed with monics ariſing by act 39 Geo. 
III. for granting certain duties upon income. 


3 


< * * 4 * 4 


i. 


—_ 


Theſe are to certify, that the Commiſſioners appointed for the reduction 
of the National Debt have purchaſed 37,38 1,7 fl. of the above capitals, 
between the iſt day of July 1786 and the 1 day of February 1799. 


Office for Red. National Debt, 
April 5th 1799. | JOAN FARHILL. 
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248 PARLIAMENTARY 


An ACC 
| MAN 
under 
ACCOUNTS Ordna 
fying t 
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS Partie 
what 
RESPECTING THE and it 
| | vided 
UNFUNDED DEBT and DEMANDS OUTSTANDING 4 
| Appendix 
Of GREAT BRITAIN, On the. 
| Malt tz 
% Loan, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FIFTH OF JANUARY 1799. Supply 
179 
5th « 
Land t. 
— — — — ——______ Malt ki 
TT. - Furthe 
KEE Vote c 
* Additi 
5 Aids 
179 
Malt t 
LIST. Perſon 
8 5 (B.) Tre 
Account of the Unfunded Debt and Demands outſtanding on the 5th cf Civil e 
January 1799, &c. &c. Treaſi 
. to 
APPENDIX. due 
5 | Warr: 
(A.) Account of the unfunded debt in Exchequer bills, &c. | 0 
(B. 1.) Account of the unfunded debt and demands outſtanding, &c. 28 8 — 
. rdin 
far as relates to the Treaſury. | 3 
(B. z.] Account of warrants for army ſervices due and unpaid, and of | 
Treaſury bills accepted, &c. 5 (D.) B: 
(C,) Paymaſter-general's account of demands for army ſervices out- E.) O. 
ſtanding. | (F.) N 
(D.) Statement of the demands outſtanding for barracks, &c. .) C 
(E.] Account of demands on the ordnance outſtanding, &c. 
(F.) Navy-office.—Account of the unfunded debt of the navy, and of-all 
demands outſtanding, &c. * The 
(G.) Account of monies advanced for public ſervices from the civil li, 2 e 
. I 


not replaced by Parliament, 
| Wh 


DEBATES, © 249 


An ACCOUNT of the UNFUNDED DEBT and DE- 
MANDS OUTSTANDING on the 5th of January 1799, 
under the Heads of Exchequer, Treaſury, Army, Barracks, 
Ordnance, Navy, and any other Head of Public Service, ſpeci- 
fying the ſame ; diſtinguiſhing under each Head reſpeRively the 
Particulars of which ſuch Debts or Demands conſiſted, and alſo 
what Part of the ſaid Unfunded Debt was then provided for, 


and in what Manner, and what Part thereof was then unpro- 
vided for. 


Appendix (A.)—Exchequer : F 
On the land tax, anno 1797, 424,000 * 
Malt tax, anno 1797 - 204, ooo Fe. . d. 


Loan, anno 1797 = - — 882, 400 © © 
Supply certain ſum, anno 
1707. (paid off ſince the 
5th of January 1799) - 2,110, 300 © © 
Land tax, anno 1798 1,68 2,000 * 
Malt tax, anno 1798 750, ooo 7 
Further ſum, anno 1798 — 3, ooo, ooo © © 
Vote of credit, anno 1798 1, ooo, ooo o o *** 


Additional ſum, anno 17998 - = 1,489,700 O © 


/ — 


8,482,400 o Oo 


Aids and contributions, 

179989 - = 1,750,000* 
Malt tax, anno 19909 71, oo“ 
Perſonal eſtates, anno 1799, 299,000 * 


(B.) Treaſury ; ; 
Civil eſtabliſhments, convicts, &c. 382,823 17 10 
Treaſury bills accepted previous 

to and on the 5th Jan. 1799, 
due ſubſequent to that day - 229,722 3 12 
Warrants for army ſervices < = 435,615 13 7 


1,048,161 14 62 
(C.) Army: | EA hs 


Ordinary ſervices - = 1,260,237 © © 
Extraordinaries = = = 41,400 © 0 


D.) Barracks 
E.) Ordnanſſe « 
F.) Navy - - — 


G.) Civil. liſt advances 


2 — 


1,301,637 © o 
- 100,893 0 © 
— 833-995 9 3 


5,556,033 19 647 
20,853 12 4+ 


| | 131.405,97 15 9 


* Theſe bills will be ſatisfied by payments of the land and malt taxes, or the aid 
and contribution tax. 


f This is leſs by 902,4551. 118. 92d. than the navy debt on 31ſt December 1797. 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 
gti April 1799. 5 GEORGE ROSE. 


250 PARLIAMENTARY 


APPENDIX. 


Appendix (A.) 
An ACCOUNT of the UNFUNDED DEBT in Exchequer 
Bills, outſtanding on the 5th Day of January 1799. 


1 
On the land tax, anno 1797 =< 424,000 0 0 
Malt tax, anno 17977 204, 00 © 0 
i Loan, anno 1797 - - 882,400 © 9 
gp —— Supply certain ſum, anno 1797 2, 110, 300 0 0 
Land tax, anno 1798 = 1,682,000 o 0 
Malt tax, anno 1798 - 750,000 © 0 
Certain ſum, anno 1798 = 43,000,000 © o 
Vote of credit, anno 1798 + 1,000,000 o 0 
Additional ſum, anno 1798 1, 489,00 © 0 
Aids and contributions, anno 1798 1,750,000 © 0 
Malt tax, anno 1799 1719,00 © q 
Perſonal eſtates, anno 1799 - 299,000 © 0 
14,310,400 0 0 
Exchequer-bill-office, J. PLANTA, 
the 4th April 1799. JOHN PETER, 


Ce oo — wax_ 


Appendix (B. 1.) 

An ACCOUNT of the UNFUNDED DEBT and DE 
MANDS OUTSTANDING on the 5th of January 1799, 
under the Heads of Exchequer, Treaſury, Army, Barracks, 
Ordnance, Navy, and any other Head of Public Service, ſpeci: 
fying the ſame : Diſtinguiſhing under each Head reſpectively the 
Particulars of which ſuch Debts or Demands conſiſted ; and 
alſo what Part of the ſaid Unfunded Debt was then provided 
for, and in what Manner, and what part thereof was then un- 
provided for :—As far as relates to the Treaſury. 


For the Board of Agriculture in the C. . 4 
year 17997 — — , —- 2,0c0 0 0 
Theſe ſums have | For extraordinary expences of proſe- 
been iliued face cutions relating to the coin of this 
gth Jan. 1799. kingdom, for the year 1797 - — 1,800 0 0 
For the expence of convicts at home 


{ for the year 179979 — — 2,753 12 10 


Theſe ſu 
been iſſi 
5th Janu 


Iſved ir 


Exceſs c 
victs: 
On acco 
anno 
Exceſs « 
For the 
Exceſs « 
1798 
"ls 
Exceſs « 
John W 
relati 


DEBATES. 
Appendix (B.)—continued. 


For the Veterinary College in the year 
EE. | Went Boas 9: po 
For the expence of preparing and draw- 
ing the Lottery, anno 1797 — 
The Commiſſioners for the reduction of 


For the exceſs above the ſum granted 
for convicts at home 1797 — 
For the ſuffering Clergy and Laity of 
France — — — 
For the Civil Government of Do- 

minica, to 31ſt June 1798 — 
Theſe ſums have | For foreign ſecret ſervice — 
been iſſued ſince & For the ſupport of African forts and 
3th January 1799 | ſettlements. Grant 1798 = 
For the Britiſh Muſeum — 
Chief Juſtice of Dominica, to z iſt of 
December 1796 — — 
Ditto of Bermuda, to 24th June 1797 
To make compenſation to the propri- 
etors of lands purchaſed for better 
ſecuring His Majeſty's batteries and 
other works, in the counties of 
Kent and Devon, purſuant to an 
act 34 Geo. III. cap. 76. — 
To make compenſation for loſſes ſuſ- 
tained in conſequence of that act 


For confining, maintaining, and em- 
ploying convicts at home in 1798 
For foreign ſecret ſervice — — 
Iſved in part. For the Civil Government of Domi- 


OG DO0O0D oO ceo sN So ee 0 oo il 


D 


= 


nica, to 3 iſt December 1798 = 
For the Civil Government of Bermuda, 
| to giſt June 1798 — _ 


The above ſums have been voted. 


SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED FOR: 


Exceſs of expences for confining and maintaining con- 
victs at home, anno 1798 —— _ 
On account of proſecutions by the Solicitor of the Mint, 
anno 1998 — — 

Exceſs of ditto, anno 1797 — 
or the extraordinary expences of the Mint, anno 1798 
e expence in conſequence of the Alien Bill, anno 
179 — — 
Exceſs of foreign ſecret ſervice, anno 1798 — 
xceſs of expence of printing Journals, anno 1798 


759 
42400 


the National Debt. Grant 1798 200,000 


3,338 
13,615 


300 
21,049 


1 3,000 
2,000 


300 
145 


10,587 17 11 


15953 


16,492 
18,862 


300 


580 


John Wilmot, Eſquire, for a clerk employed on buſineſs 


relative to American claims — 


11 


3 
5 


O 


11 


8 
6 
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\ , * 4. * 

For printing acts of Parliament, &c. for Houſe of Lords & a 
and Commons, and for Sheriffs, clerks of the peace 

and for Magiſtrates 12,482 9 11 
To the Auditor's clerks in the Exchequer, for managing 

and paying American orders 1,420 © 0 

To the Tellers' clerks, for the like ſervice — 6575 o 0 


n 


382,823 17 10 


REcarirufArtfox: 4. „ 


Services provided for 314,228 0 64 
Services to be pro- 
—_ = - - 6,.cor 17 34: £. «. <4 
— 382,823 17 19 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 
the 4th day of April 1799. GEORGE ROSE. 


v ö — 


Appendix (B. 2.) 


An ACCOUNT of Warrants for ARMY SERVICES due and 


unpaid on the 5th January 1799; and of TREASURY 
BILLS accepted previous to and on the 5th January 1799, 
due ſubſequent to that Day. 


For pay, additional pay and contingencies of general FL. 5, d. 
and ſtaff officers, &c. _ 130,744 14 3 
For knapſacks and accoutrements —— — 4922 12 6 
For cloathing . — 19,474 14 6 
For loſs of baggage, &c. of ſundry officers, &c. 22,015 13 7 
For Bat, baggage and forage — — 62,321 10 1 
For camp equipage — — — 45,654 4 2 
To the Apothecary- general! — — — $80,000 o o 
For levy money for augmentations to the foot guards 7.938 0 9 
For alteration of accoutrements, &c. — — 4.723 9 1! 
For a table for the guards * 5,072 1 6 
For ſundry miſcellaneous ſervices _ — $2,148 14 0 
435,615 13 7 


Treaſury Bills accepted previous to and on the 5th | | 
January 1799, due ſubſequent to that day 1 


— 


665,337 16 8 


Treaſury Chambers ES 
Whitchall, -* "> GRORGE KO 


/ 


AnA 


ſta! 
tic! 


| Off- re. 


Militi: 
Invali 


0 


9, 


CF!!! oy roo a atndÞ. cn 


11 
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An ACCOUNT of the Demands for ARMY SERVICES out- 
ſtanding on the. 5th of January 1799 ; diſtinguiſhing the Par- 


ticulars of which the ſame conſiſted. 
ORDINARY SERVICES. 


Off-reckonings — — 
Militia cloathing — — 
Invalid ditto—— — ʒ⁊Lqnn— 
Cloathing and accoutrements for the Supplementary 
Militia . + — — 
Cloathing for Volunteer Corps — =— — 
Allowances to Captains, Paymaſters, Surgeons, &c. 
Pay of the garriſens in Great Britain, Gibraltar, 
America, and the Weſt Indies — 


——ů 
— — 
— —- 


* Pay of the general and ſtaff officers, and officers of 


the ng in Great Britain, America, the Weſt 


_— ibraltar, Portugal, and the Cape of Good 
0 — — — — 
Recruiting — — — 
Marches and contingencies — — 
Half pay — — — 
Widows' penſions — — — 
In- penſloners of Chelſea Hoſpital — — 
EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES: 

4 . 8 <& 
Clothing for yeomanry cavalry 34,00 0 0 
Ditto for volunteer corps +— 7,400 © © 


Dr 


Of the before · mentioned ſums the following have ſince 
been paid: 


Allowances to Captains, &c. — — 
Staff officers in Great Britain to 24th June 1798 
Recruiting — —— — — 
Half pay — — — — 
idows' penſionss — — 
In- penſion of Chelſea — - — 


2. 
419,455 
116,267 


15,142 


210, 708 


77,033 
75.875 


33,763 


155,617 


80,000 
2 5,000 
100, 000 
75000 
14,377 


00000900 


1,260,237 


41,400 


O 


8 


190030300 


757875 
41,445 
60,020 
80,000 

5,000 


14,377 


000000 


1,301 637 o 0 


9000388 


276,697 o © 


The ſum here ſidted as pay due to ſtaff and garriſon officers, is the amount 
vided by Parliament for — ; but conſiderable 8 for that ſervice 
a 


| been made by the Commilſſary- general in the Weſt 
certained until the reſpe&ive accounts are received. 


Pay-office, Hotſe Guards, 
15th March 1799. 


Vol. IX. | L1 


Ve 


ndies, &c. which cannot be 


THOMAS STEELE, 


þ 8 


Debentures made out and bills Jekvered in for ſtores 
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STATEMENT of the Demands outſtanding for BARRACKS 


on the 5th January 1799. 
> & <& 
Total expenditure for the ſervice of the year 1798 666,045; © o 
Received of Paymaſter-general in the „% <> 
year 1798 — — 658,826 0 0 
Ditto between iſt and 5th January 1709 30,000 o © 


— — 


8 0 6 


Deduct, on account of votes of former 


129,674 © © 
5 * 559.152 © 0 


— 


years — — en 


Amount of demands for barraek ſervices, outſtanding on 
the 5th January 1799 — — 106,893 © 0 


Barrack-office, 
39 April 1799. 


OL. DE LANCY, B. M. G. 


— — 


Appendix (E.) 

An ACCOUNT of Demands on the ORDNANCE outſtanding 
on the 5th January 1799; diſtinguiſhing the Particulars of 
which ſuch Demands conſiſt, and alſo what Part of the ſaid 
Demands was then provided for, and in what Manner, and what 


Part thereof was then unprovided for, 
| " POS WP 


ſupplied and ſervices performed — — 863,033 8 7 


- Bills of exchange, impreſts to ſtorekeepers and paymaſ- 


ters and other ready money articles — 120,215 17 5 


— ＋2ꝗ«—u 


| N 983,249 6 0 
Deduct— The following ſams included in the above 


account, and not provided for by Parliament, viz. 
Eftimated amount of a demand made 

fince eſtimate 1799, for the value 

of ordnance and ſtores captured in H. . &. 

the iſland of Ceylon _ 68,773 13 0 
Amount of exceedings (principally by 

bills of exchange drawn) beyond 

the grants by Parliament, on various 


heads of ſervice at home and abroad 30,4% 3 9 


99,252 16 9 


Remains provided for by the grants by Parliament for 
ordnance ſervices, which remain uniſſued to this office 883,995 9 3 


| Office of Ordnance, 18th March 1799. J. SARGENT. 
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Appendix (F.) 


Navy-office, gth March 1799. 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the UNFUNDED DEBT 
of His Majeſty's Navy, and of all DEMANDS outſtanding on 


the 31ſt December 1798; diſtinguiſhing the Particulars of 


which the ſame conſiſt. 


HEADS OF THE NAVAL ESTIMA 
Navy. 

Bills payable ninety days after 
date for ftores, freight of ten- 
ders, flop:-cloaths, bedding for 
ſeamen, &c. ſupplied for the 
ſervice of the navy _ 

Freight of tenders, and for ſtores 
delivered into His Majeſty's ſe- 
veral yards, for which no bills 


TES, 


PARTICULARS, 


TOTAL, 


„ 
636,147 9 11 


were made out on the 31 De- 


cember 1798; as alſo for ſe- 
veral bills of exchange, &c. 
Wages to officers, — 22 Ec. 
employed in His Majeſty's ſe- 
veral dock and rope yards, for 
the ordinary and extraordinary 
Half pay to officers, accord- 
ing to an eſtabliſhment made 
by His Majeſty in Council on 
that behalf — — 
Wages to men unpaid on boo 
of ſhips 2 off — 
Wages to ſeamen and marines on 
board ſhips in ſea pay on the 
ziſt December 1798 — 


„ VIcrvallIxe. 
Bills payable ninety days after 
date for proviſions, ſtores, &c. 


Proviſions delivered and ſervices 


performed, for which no bills 
were made out on the 3 iſt De- 
cember 1798 — — 
Neceſſary and extra neceſſary 
money, bills of exchange, and 
contingencies — — 
Wages to the officers, workmen, 
labourers, &c. employed at the 


ſeveral ports — — 


For ſhort allowance to the com- 
panies of His Majeſty's ſhips in 
pay, and which haye been 
paid off — — 


830,627 9 4 


380,787 o 


147,202 119 


494,094 13 2 


1,382,788 2 3 


— 3.877,64) 6 5 


612,093 3 3 


10,004 4 * 


90,438 12 8 


61,350 11 * 


32,194 10 12 


L 1 2 


— 812,081 2 0 


a», » * 3s 
1 n 1 x 6 
— = + = "Ba — 22 2 N we 


Wor 1 — — in 
SS 


* N - n 7 
7 K 4 a * * 
= FRY IES »w + # # — 2 N 1 = » > * * _ 
r DV _—_ \ 1 : — 
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S1cx and Wov np. 


Quarters and cure of ſick and 
wounded ſeamen ſet on ſhore 
from His Majeſty's ſnips at the 1 
ſeveral ports, ſick priſoners of 
war, and contingencies relating 
to that office J ©. 0 „„ 


"TRANSPORTS. 


Bills payable ninety days after 

732.4 2 the frei * of tranſ- 

ports and ſtores, and for ſub- 

ſiſtence, cloathing, &c. of pri- 

ſoners of war in health — 241,099 14 6 
Freight of tranſports and for 

ſores ſupplied, wages to officers, 

contingencies, &c. alſo for ſub- 

ſiſtence, cloathing, &c. of pri- 

ſoners of war in health, for 

which no bills were made out 

ziſt December 1798 — 990,083 1g 3 


1,231,183 9 9 


Groſs Debt ziſt December 1798 « 6,082,962 8 10 


Towards diſcharging which 


There remained in the hands of 

the Treaſurers of the navy 468,602 0 52 
And alſo to be received from 

the Exchequer of the ſupplies 


1798 _ W 8 84 


$26,528 9 33 


The Debt of the Navy unprovided for on the z iſt 
December 1798, amounted to five millions five hun- 
dred and fifty-fix thouſand and thirty-three pounds 
nineteen ſhillings and fix-pence halfpenny 5,556,033 19 6} 


Memorandum—The accounts received from the different naval de- 

rtments are made out to the ziſt December in each year. This account 
is made up to that period, as application muſt otherwiſe be made to all 
the various departments to aſcertain the particulars for the five days in 
January 1799, which could not be obtained for ſome time, and the dif- 
ference in the total amount would be very inconſiderable. 


A. S. HAMOND, GEO. ROGERS, 8. GAMMER. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of MONIES advanced 
for Public Services from the Civil Liſt (not being Part of the 
Ordinary Expenditure of the Civil Liſt) and which were not re- 
placed by Parliament on the 5th of January 1799 ; ſpecifying 
the general Heads of Service for which any of the ſaid Monies 
were advanced, between the 5th of January 1797 and the 5th 
of January 1799, and the Total Amount of the Advance on 


each Head reſpectively. 


£o-: >> 
John Wilmot, Eſq. et al, for the relief of the French | 
Clergy and Laity _ _ =_ 26,160 0 © 
For His Majeſty's foreign ſecret ſervice — — 71,050 2 9 
Thomas Cotton, Eſq. for allowances for the relief of ; 
American civil * and others who have ſuffered 
on account of their attachment to His Majeſty's Go- 
vernment — — — — 11,000 o 
Duncan Campbell, Eſq. for the expence of confining, 
maintaining, and employing convicts on the river 
Thames — — — — 3-033 4 o 
To J. Bradley, Eſq. for ditto, at Langſton harbour 9.628 12 6 
For expences incurred on account of the trial of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. — = =_ 2,806 8 ©, 
For ditto on account of the alien act — — 1,749 9 © 
dalary of Chief Juſtice of Newfoundland — — 693 15 © 
176,112 11 3 


The ſum of 60, 660l. part of the above ſum of 
76,1601; — ; 

The ſum of 69,7041. 3s. 6d. part of the above ſum of 
71,0501. 28. 9d. ; and the above ſum of 11, co; 
were replaced to the civil liſt out of the grants for 
thoſe ſervices for the year 1797. 

The remainder was made good out of the fupplics 


1197» 


To make good to His Majeſty's civil lit, C. . d. 
the like ſum iſſued out of the ſame 
purſuant to addreſſes — 

To ditto for ſecret ſervice abroad, in the 
year ended the 5th of January 1798, 
not made good by Parliament — 38,222 7 6 

To make good for the relief of the ſuf- 
fering — and Laity of France, 
over and above the ſum granted by 
Parliament for the year 1797 — 12,677 12 1 

To ditto to William Pollock, Eſq. for | 

expenses in the execution of the alien 

© At} above the ſum granted by Parlia- 

ment for the year 1797 — 1,000 © © 


10,043 6 4 
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To make good to William Chinnery, 
Eſq. to pay bills drawn from New 
South Wales, which became due in 
1797, being the exceſs of the ſum C. . d. 
granted by Parliament for that purpoſe 17,073 1 
To ditto to William Chinnery, Eſq. 
to be by him paid to Samuel Reke, 
and to Meſſrs. Hack ſon and Moſer, for 
expences in ventilating and warming 
the Houſe of Lords — — 282 17 6 
To ditto to John Thomas Groves, Eſq. 
for fitting up two houſes for the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
and Sexjeant at Arms — — 
To ditto to Henry Barlow, Eſquire, as 
a compenſation for his attendance in 
the Houſe of Peers during the trial of 
Warren Haſtings, Eq. — — 261 15 6 
To ditto to Robert Hudſon, Eſq. as a 
compenſation for collecting papers ne- 
ceſſary to form an appendix to the 
minutes of the evidence taken on the 
trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. by or- 
der of the Houſe of Lords 
To ditto io George Roſe, Eſq. for two 
years rent of the Parliament-office 260 15 6 
To ditto to ſundry perſons, for atten- 
dance on varions committees of the 
Houſes of Lords and Commons in the 
ſeſſion of 1795-6 — — 
Jo ditto to the aſſignees of Mr. Richard 5 
Whalley Bridgman, late clerk of the 
Grocers Company, for making up and 
Publiſhing in the London Gazette, 
weekly returns of the average price of 
brown and Muſcavado ſugar, purſuant 
to an act 32d Geo. III. for one year to 
the 18th June 1996 — 4792 17 © 
Toditto to Mr. Richard Jupp, and other 
architects, for making a furvey at | 
Somerſet Houſe — — 800 1 © 
To ditto to Mr. John Soane, architect, 
for defraying the expences of journies - 
to Wincheſter, to examine the ſtate of 
the King's houſe there, and for makin 
. eſtimates and drawings of the neceſ- 
fary repairs  — = * 93 19 o 


WA 


2,542 10 6 


Made good out of the ſupply for 1798 $4,706 11 4 
p — — 84.706 11 4 


260,819 2 7 


Sams 


To Joſe 
very 
To Ge 
ſurve 
Brita 


To Mel 
appoi 
— 

To {und 
mons 
tees O 


To Mr. 
to th 
faid | 

To Mr 
old j: 

To Mr, 
meaſ 
miſſic 
ident 


To ditt 
Sout! 


To Mr 
Com 
Ing \ 
cava 

To Mr 
tiona 
miſſi 
coun 

To M 
Cros 
trial 

To Mr 


terat 


ef th 


To dit; 
of L 


To Jol 


ayt 
ef 
Cap 


DEBATES. 


Appendix (C.)—continued. 


Sams which had not been replaced by Parliament on 


the 5th January 1799. 


To Joſeph Elkington, Efq. for the diſco- 
very of his ſyſtem of draining - 
To George Brown, Eſq, for making a 
ſurvey of the intended roads in North 

Britain _ — — 


To Meſſrs. Evance and Brodie, who were 
appointed to complete the index to the 
Lords Journals — — 


To ſundry officers of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, for attending different commit- 
tees of the ſaid Houſe 5 


To Mr. Whittam, for making an index 
to the votes of the laſt ſeſſion of the 
ſaid Houſe — — * 


To Mr. White, for the purchaſe of the 
old jail in the county of Surry 


To Mr. Chinnery, for an inſtrument for 
meaſuring altitudes, &c. for the Com- 
miſſioners appointed to aſcertain the 
identity and locality of St. Croix 


To ditto to pay a bill drawn from New 
South Wales — — 


To Mr, Nettleſnip, clerk of the Grocers 
Company, for the expence of publiſh- 
ing weekly the average price of Muſ- 
cavado ſugar 


To Mr. Cobb, for the expence of addi- 
tional clerks in the office of the Com- 
miſlioners for auditing the public ac- 
counts — — — 


To Mr. Baldwin, deputy clerk of the 
Crown- office, for his attendance on the 
trial of Mr. Haſtings | 

To Mr. Wyatt, for the expences of al- 
terations at the houſe of the Speaker 
cf the Houſe of Commons — 

To ditto for making a ſurvey in the iſle 
of Dogs . hs 


To John Bacon, ſtatuary, towards the 

——_— of a monument erected in 

eſtminſter Abbey to the memory of 
Captains Hervey and Hutt — 


. d. 


15,000 © © 
620 , 6 
869 18 © 
449 13 6 


240 0 © 


4,214 12 © 


1,112 15 0 
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To John Bacon, ſtatuary, towards the 

2 of a monument erected in St. 

aul's cathedral to the memory of Ge- 
neral Dundas — — 


To John Flax man, ditto, for ditto in 
ſaid cathedral, to the memory of * 
tain James Montagu — 


To Charles Roſs, ditto, for Swi Cad 


cathedral, to the memory of yn 
n — — 


To Thomas Panks, ditto, for ditto in 
faid cathedral to the memory of Cap- 
tain Richard Rundel Burgeſs _ — 


For expences attending the Parliament- 
office — — — 
For the purchaſe of Sir John Eden's 
houſe for an office for one of His Ma- 

jeſty's Secretaries of State — 


To pay the expence of a Committee for 
promoting a voluntary contribution 


To defray the expence of the Police. office 
in Wapping — — = 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 
the _ day of April 1799. 


412 9 10 


7,878 3 


700 0 oO 


376 19 © 
3 - 26,853 12 < 


287,672 14 ul 


GEORGE ROSE, 


4 D EBATE S. 5 


ACCOUNTS 


PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


RESPECTING THE 


ARREARS and BALANCES of PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING FIFTH OF JANUARY 1799. 


; 


No. VI. 


jr 


LIST. 


Ii.) Arrears due on the 5th of January 1799, flow the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms in England; &c. 


e.) Arrears due on ditto, from the Officers of Exciſe in England; &c. 
(3.) Ditto due on ditto, from the Officers of Exciſe iti North Britain; &c. 


(4.) Ditto due on the iſt of Auguſt 1797, from the Diſtributors of 
Stamps in Great Britain; &c. 


(.) Net Balances in the Hands of Diſtributors of Stamps in Great 
Britain, on the 1th day of October 1 798 , and on the 5th day of 
January 1799 ; &c. 


(b.) Arrears due on the 5th of Januaty 1799, from the Recelvers-general 
of the Land and Aﬀeſſed Taxes in Great Britain; &c. 


(7.) Arrears due on the 5th of uu 1799, from the o of the 
Poſt- office in England; & 


8.) Arrears due on. ditto, ſrom 0 Officers of the Poſt- office in Scot- 
land; &c. 


9.) Balances due on the 5th day of January 1799, from the Receivers of 
Crown-Land Revenues ; &c. 


(10.) Balances due on ditto, from all Petſons whoſe Accounts have been 
examined by the Comptrollers of the Accounts of the Army; &c. 


{11.) Balances -certified, by the Commiſſioners for auditing the Publie 
Accounts, to the Treaſury, &c, &c, up to the 5th of January 
1799. | 

(12.) Additional Acccunt of Sums paid in Jiſcharge of Balances due to 
the Public upon declared Accounts; &c, | 
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DEBATES. 269 


(4) 

An ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the ARREARS due on 
the 1ſt of Auguſt 1795, from the Diſtributors of STAMPS in 
Great Britain, for T wenty-five Years preceding that Date, ſo far 
as the ſame can be made up; diſtinguiſhing the Names of ſuch 
Diſtributors, and for what Counties they are or were employed, 
the Sums originally duc from them, and when; and the Amount 


and Dates of the Payments which have been made; in Diſcharge 
thereof. 


— 


— —— 


Amount of the 
ſcveral Payments 
. which have been 
Names of the Counties. made in Diſ- {| Groſs Balance. 

Diltcputors. charge thereof, 

diſtinguiſhing 

each Year, 


| 


773.— 5 0 £o- 2» 
Cobb, Thomas Part of Staffordſhire 273 -'2 $| 1943212 8 
Hurſt, Henry . Bedfordſhire . .| ' — 326 10 5 
Knott, Michael Cumberland, &c. . 2,034 3 2 844 9 6 
Murray, Gideon Part of Suſſex «| 2,026: 12 9 g 24 
Menzies, Robert North Britain . | 6,054 7 © 
Williams, Henry Wiltſhire R . 1 4 15 10 
Williams, HamphryCornwall "0 — | 2,27 6 4 

| 1774.— 
Blackman, Samuel . Berkſhire 5 4-691 259.9 - 296 16-0 
Cobb, Thomas part of Staffordſhire | 1,000 © of 383 15 11 
Hurſt, Henry Bed fordſhire 282 10 © 29" 3-1 
Knott, Michael. Cumberland, &c. . 844 9 6 
Murray, Gideon Part of Suſſex —.— * #4 
Menzies, Robert North Britain . — 6.054 7 © 
Williams, Henry .|Wiltſhire « «+ — 4 15 10 
Williams, Humphry Cornwall a 0 — 1,868 16 4 
Wyatt, Thomas Oxfordſhire . 2,79 12 7 2,483 1719 
— 1775 W e 5 

Adams, Henry _.\Shropſhire. .. .| 590 © of 1,246 4 7 
Blackman, Samuel .|Berkikire „ — 136 16 9 


Cobb, Thomas part of Staffordſhire 369 17 9 
Hurſt, Henry Bedfordſhire «+ 9 $2 


Knott, Michael Cumberland, &.“ — 8:4 9 6 
Murray, Gideon Part of Suſſex . '. @-I3 2 

Menzies, Robert North Britain — 6.054 7 © 
Price, Thomas .| Monmouthſhire . 191 14 6| 582 3 9 
Williams, Henry Wiltſhire , , + nahi 4 15. * 
Williams, Humphry Cornwall . — 1,868 10 4 
Wyatt, Ihomas .|Oxfordſhire . 9002 12 7| 1,589 3 2 
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Wyatt, Thomas -|Oxfordſhite . 0 - 


270 PARLIAMENTARY 
- Artears due from the Diſtributors of Stamps, &c.—continued. 
Amount of the 1 
| | 8 
Names of the Counties. y — 3 Gro; 
Diſtributors. charge thereof, | Balance, 
HUNgUmmmn 
| _—_— 
— 1776. » 56 4. „ > 
Adams, Henry iShropſhire 5 _ oO o — 918 4 
Blackman, Samuel. Berkſhire 136 16 9 
Dagnall, Th. & Dev.|Buckinghamſhire “ 962 6 4 6 89 
Daniel, Thomas Part of Eflex . 1,300 o © 1,403 3 5 
Knott, Michael Cumberland, &. .| 663 4 1 143 5 7 
Menzies, Robert North Britain — 054 7 © 
Price, Thomas .| Monmouthſhire , 300 0 © 268 o 1 
Thompſon, George Part of Vorkſhire 23 0 4 20 0 2 
Williams, — Cornwall ., — 1,868 16 4 
Williams, Henry . Wiltſhire — 4 15 10 
Wyatt, Thomas | Oxfordſhire  , — 1,589 3 2 
1777.— 
Adams, Henry Shropſhire . _ 719 18 4 
Dagnall, Th. & Dey.|Buckinghamſhire . 6 2 4 
Daniel, Thomas .|Efſex . . . 8 337 15 11 
Davids, Charles .|Brecknockſhir of $10 © 3} 63 F- 4 
Knott, Michael Cumberland, &c. 136 2 4 
Menzies Robert North Britain | 6,020 9 6 
Price, Thomas Þ|Monmouthſhire .| 185 o o TY. 
Stracy, John . Part of Somerſetſhire 2 13 6| 1, 287 17 5 
Wil Humphry Cornwall . 36 14 6 1,822 17 8 
Williams, Henry .|Wilthhire . ; — 4 16 10 
Wyatt, Thomas .|Oxfordſhire . . — 1,889 3 2 
— 1778.— 
Adams, Henfy Shropſhire, ce. — 850 9 4 
Codrington, Richard|Part of Somerſetſhire 1,328 0 6| 1, 806 9 10 
Davids, Charles Brecknockſhire 400 o ] 456 14 9 
Daniel, Thomas .|Effex . . 100 0 of 232 10 8 
Price, Thomas Monmouthſhire . 20 © 0 49 19 2 
Stracy, John . Part of Somerſetſhire 1,222 19 7 | 
Williams, Henry .|Wilthhire .. „ | 
Williams, Humplry|Cornwall . \ — 1,822 17 8 
Wyatt, Thomas Oxfordſhire R _ 1,5 89 3 
—_— e 
Adams, Henry .|Shropſhite, Ke. 3807 18 10 
Codrington, Richard Part of Somerſetſhire! 1,109 6 6| 521 5 10 
Crowder, William. Part of Yorkſhire . — 15 49 
Daniel, Thomas Eſſex . 1 29 2 & 
Davids, Charles Brecknockſhire . 429 6 84 
Harris, John I Plymou hb — 1,316 13 1 
Price, Thomas .|Monmouthſhire .Þ| 46 19 2| 
Williams, Humphry|Cotnwall , . — 1,822 17 8 


1,589 32 


ce, 
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DEBATES. 


Arrears due from the Diſtributors of Stamps, &c.—continued. 


2 


71 


6 


Names of the 
Diſtributors- 


Counties. 


— — 


6 


— 1780, 
i Part of Somerſetſhire 
Crowder, William Part of Yorkſhire , 
Harris, John . Plymouth MM 
Williams, Humphry{Cornwall «. . 
Wyatt, Thomas -. fordſhire , a 


— 17, — 
Codrington, Richardſ Part of Somerſetſhire 
Harris, John. Plymouth 2 
Moore, john . Cumberland, &c. , 
Williams, Humphry Cornwall! 
Wyatt, Thomas .|Oxfordſhire . 


— 1782. 


Ball, Samuel . Cornwall 
Davidſon, Thomas Northumberland. 
Fox, Gilbert. Derbyſnire 
Lax, George art of Somerſetſhire 
Harris, John _.|Plymouth « . 
Moore, John. Cumberland 
Wyatt, Thomas Oxfordſhire . 


17834, —— 

Ball, Samuel Cornwall 
Davidſon, Thomas Northumberland 
Fox, Gilbert, ,Derbyſhire 
Hurry, John . «| Yarmouth . 
Jaques, Charles . Part of Suſſex . 
Liſter, William . Middleſex 
Moore, Inn Cumberland. 
Rudſell, Jeremiah. Northamptonſhire. 
Stracey, John . Part of Somerſetſhire 
Wyatt, Thomas 22 „5 


» 
o = = o = o = 


1784.— 
Bilbie, William a Part of Nottingham 
Bromſall, John Kent . 6. 
Crowder, John Part of Yorkſhire , 
Davidſon, Thomas. Northumberland. 
Eaſtland, Edward .\Lincolnſhire . 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin|Herefordſhire . 
Gay, John, Sen, Part of Norfolk 
Harben, James Part of Suſſex .. 
Hurry, John , «Yarmouth 8 | 


Nn 2 


250 0 0 
34 9 
rn 
200 0 0 
2,360 3 1 
3.812 15 8 
7 FT 83 
2,771 12 3] 
42494 5 
Lage 2 3 
509 12 6 
: — | 
928 16 7 
I,200 © © 
$07 7 22 
3 6 
gn 25 & 
32x x2 10 
6,944 14 5 
425 0 0 
2 2 11 
5,519 18 6 
5,769 1 9 
375 4 8 
$4 4 © 
3,550 18 2 
7,110 Q 0 
23478 bs 
353 13 0 


Amount of the 
ſeveral Payments 
which have been 
made in Diſ- 
charge thereof, 
diſtinguiſhing 
each Year. 


1 


Groſs Balance: 


—— 
— 


NW +> w 


0 0880392 


— — 


© 20 


"©+ 00 
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_ Farthing, Samuel . 


272 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Arrears due from the Diſtributors of Stamps, &c.—continued, 


Names of the 


Diſtributors. Counties, 


———— AA ——— 


Jaques, Charles . Part of Suſſex 
Litter, William _'Middleſex . 
Moore, I[ohnn Cumberland. 


Rudfell, Jeremiah .'Northamptonſhire . 
Part of Somerſerſhire 


Stracey, John . 


Wyatt, Thomas * 5 


— 1785. 


Eromiall, John Kent 


Crowder, John Part of Yorkſhire a 


Eaitland, Edward Lincolnſhite. 
Farthing, Samuel Lynn . . 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſhire 
Foxcroft, James Nottinghamſhire 
Gay, john . Part of Norfolk 
Harris, John . . Plymouth 
Harben, James . Part of Suſſex , 
Walford, William . Part of Suffolk 
Wyatt, Thomas , Oxfordſhire , 


2 

1780, — 
Bromſall, John. Kent . 
Crowder, ohn. Part of Vorkſhire 


Eaftland, Edward . Lincolnſnire 
Farthing, Samuel. Lynn . 
Fieldhoufe, Benjainin Herefordſhire 
Foxcroft, James. |Nottinghamſhire 
Harris, John Plymouth 
Harben, James . Part of Suſſe x 
Walford, William , Part of Suffolk 
Wyatt, Thomas Oxfordſhire R 


1787.ä— 
Bromſall, John . Kent . 
Brooke, Thomas . |Warwickſkire 
Eaſtland, Edward . | Lincolnſhire 
Lynn „ 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin! Herefordſhire 
Foxcroft, James . | Nottinghamſhire 
Humphry, William Part of Norfolk 
Kitſon, Richard ..| York . 8 
Mitchell, Thomas } Warwickſhire 
Smith, Tho. Lander Warwickſhire | 


- Bilbie, William Part of Nottingham 


o 


Amount of the IR 
ſeveral Payments 
which have been 
made in Dil- | Groſs Balance, 
charge thereof, 
diſtinguiſhing 
each Year. 
— — 
4. RM £5 SL 
623 16 1c 
72 20 © 
55 12 9 
329 9 6 
1,196 18 11 
— 1,141 15 10 
444 111 
2,600 © o 1,261 11 1 
252 10 2 1 
_ 814 13 to 
1,209 14 2| 1,855 17 6 
1,757 12 6 34124 9 0 
3,817 6 {112,136 19 9 
i 14 
I,414+-10 Of 5.139 14 9 
1,000 © Cc} B29 19 6 
6,799 2 5 2,329 12 8 
ook t,141 15 10 
698 9 3] 526 6 6 
= 
G60 oo wid9 2 1 
736 18 100 1,083 12 9 
149 12 BU] 2,318 3 
544 12 4| 4936 26 
4969 2 7 77 18 
3 
2,329 12 8 
— 1,141 15 10 
5 93 
2,187 14 6] 4,423 4 7 
$593 39 3 
1,020 9 2 
go o e 2,206 tt 7 
139 5 Cf 43714 15 ® 
3.566 1 gf 736 16 9 
8,704 14 f 3,070 0"! 
575 12 10} 1,081 4 6 
| — 281 10 4 
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Arrears due from rhe Diſtributors of Stamps, &c.—continned. 
. | Amount of the = 
leveral Payments 
| which have been 
Names of the Counties. made in Dif- ] Groſs Balance. 
Diſtributors. charge thereof, 
diſtinguiſhing 
cach Y car. | 
— 17, — _ 1 4 0 
Brooke, Thomas . |Warwickſhire . $8,346 10 21 3,710 6 1 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſhire . | \2,746 5 3] 2,218 8 10 
Foxcroft, James . |Nottinghamſhire . | 1,513 10 3] 3,120 4 /1 
Gaines, William Regiſter of Pawn- 1,31 bo 8-2 
: * | brokers licences e ks ans 
Humphry, William Part of Norfolk 699 19 3 
Kitſon, Richard. Vork . 43 S027 /©: © 8 17. a 
Mitchell, Thomas. Warwickſhire | 1,008 11 8 19 12 4 
Smith, Tho, Lander Warwickſhire . 267 8 10 
— 1729. 
Bowen, James \, Pembrokeſnire . 4,250 2 2 1,699 6 o 
Brooke, Thomas. |Warwickſhire . 3,668 19 © 
Chaplin, Acton | 300 of $98 2.00 
Durnford, George |Hampſhire . . 3,115 © of 244 © $g 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſhire . 167 13 6| 2,050 15 4 
Foxcroft, james. [Nottinghamſhire . | 1,759 0 of 1,370 4 1 
— Regiſter of Pawn- 
Gaines, William rw ct 20-74 3 * MY 
Kitſon, Richard. Vork. . . _ Il 19 4 
Mitchell, Thomas. |Warwickſhire . _ 77-13% iO 
Weldon, Thomas. Part of Devonſhire | 1,272 11 4| 5,991 15 9 
Williams, William Exeter . «| 2904 4 8$| 1,148 3 4 
— 1700. | 
Bowen, James. | Pembrokeſhire . 6 1 3 1,683 18 5 
$ 5 * | 
Chaplin, Acton. r ſ 497 © © 49 9 10 
Croſs, Charles +, Part of Oxfordſhire | 2,802,10 4| 10,553 12 17 
De Viſme, David. Uxbridge — 729 4 9 
Durnford, George Hampſhire 231 16 6 | 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin| Herefordſhire . 924 2 6 1,126 12 10 
Foxcroft, James , [Nottinghamſhire , — 1,370 4 1 
RM Regiſter of Pawn- ” 
Gaines, William . =. eee 182 2 11 25 0 6 
Gay, John . part of Norfolk . | 6, 315 15 of 112 10 0 
Kitſon, Richard . | York. . * 10 — | 11 19 4 
Mitchell, Thomas, |Warwickſhire Þ. W 4.4 | 
Weldon, Thomas. Part of Devonſhire — 5.991 15 9 
Williams, William [Exeter » ] 820 © of 306 1 4 
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274 PARLIAMENTARY - 
Arrears due from the Diſtributors of Stamps, &c.—continued. 
- , oo 
ſeveral Payments 

load ds _— 2 _ 

"Da. M made in Di- 

Diſtributors. Counties. charge thereof, Groſs Balance, Nan 
diſtingurſning Dilt 
each Year, 

— 1791. . 4. d. . 4. 1 
Bowen, James . ;Pembrokeſhine , . oO © 5 1711 
Croſs, Charles . _ - Oxfordſhire 54 14 610, 498 18 — k 
art of Bucking- owen, 
Chaplin, Acton hamſhire * } 9 Croſs, 
De Viſme, David . |Uxbridge 3 568 0 6 97 15 5 Dagnal 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſhire . . _ 1,126 12 10 Fieldhi 
Foxcroft, James . [Nottinghamſhire . _ 1,379 4 Foxcro 
a Hear « II ns $8 2 27 19 Gillma 
Kemeys, George. |Monmouthſhire . 925 5 6 1,846 0 Grifft 
A — 11 19 Henſm 
Leach, Richard . [Bedfordſhire , . | 3,010 11 3| 1,080 81 Kemey 
Marlar, John . Fart of Eflex , . | 783 4 0 4.627 9 Leach, 
Price, Richard . |Radnorſhire, Þ. — 1.209 8 Lloyd 
Roberts, Joſeph . [Newcaſtle upon Tyne 351 5 o 1,266 13 Pitt, \ 
Small John Part of Gloucel! 2.80 : 
a „ nd . . 803 19 7] 3e491 10 Price, 
N _ . [Oxfordſhire . . | $,200 3 22] £an-36 Rober 
eldon, Thomas. Part of Devonſhire 2,548 3 1| 3,443 12 Small 
Williams, William Exeter 4 1 mo? "2 
| Turne 
„ Weld 
Bold, Hugh . +. |Rrecknockſhire , | 1,702 © 3| 2.318 5 
Bowen, james. [Pembrokeſhire . — 1,264 17 
Croſs, Charles . Part of Oxfordſhire | 1,00 © o 8, 898 18 Bowe 
De Viſme, David [Uxbridge . 60 6 1 Bold, 
Dagnall, Thomas . {Buckinghamſhire . | 5,000 © 0 4.361 6 Coop 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin|Herefordſhire , — 1,126 12 Croſs 
en, e . [Nottinghamſhire . — 1,370 4 Dagn 
Gillman, Webfter . Chatham . | 10,374 ©. 9 16,261 19 Field 
Griffiths, Thomas. |Hollywell . . | 1,412 18 6| 7,058 7 Foxc 
Henſman, Thomas |Bedfordſhire «1 ef3s 37 241 0s $ Gill 
Kemeys, George . [Monmouthſhire . 550 O o 1,2067 1 Grif 
King, Henry »- jLeiceſter . . 212-2 * 
Leach, Richard . [Bedfordſhire - 11 9 4| 1,068 19 — 
Lloyd, Hugh + [Denbighſhire . | 1,164 5 5 1,399 15 3 
: 17; {Part of Glouceſ- 4 
Pitt, William oe. } 15071 6 of 654 3 Leac 
Price, Richard. [Radnorſhire . , 748 16 © 89 2 _ 
Roberts, Joſeph . [Newcaſte upon re — 1,275 © Pho 
Small John. =. ders. . | 2,000 o o| 2,428 2 "a 
Turner, Charles. Oxfordſhire. þ. 400 © o 111 16 Pr; 
Weldon, Thomas. [Part of Devonſhire | — | 3,443 12 Rot 
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Amount of the 
ſeveral Payments 
Names of the _ 2 — 
Diſtributots. Counties. 2 _ — » of Groſs Balance. 
diſtinguiſhing 
each Lear. 
— Ws. Jo —— 4. 4. 4 „ 
Bold, Hugh . IBrecknockſhire . 1,631 4 o 108 7 9 
Bowen, James . [Pembrokeſhire .| 1,138 8 6 49 19 6 
Croſs, Charles. [Part of Oxfordſhire — 8,898 18 5 
Dagnall, Thomas . [Buckinghamſhire . | 4,220 18 11 5 15 10 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſhire — 1,126 12 10 
Foxcroft, James , [Nottinghamſhire , — 1,370 4 TI 
Gillman, Webſter . Chatham © o | 7,049 © 011,151 16 2 
Griffiths, Thomas [Hollywell WW — 4,705 1 10 
Henſman, Thomas [Bedfordſhire nner of ee 
Kemeys, George. Monmouthſhire 739 14 8[ 431 11 8 
Leach, Richard . [Bedfordſhire . — 1,068 19 6 
Lloyd, Hugh . [Denbighſhire . 376 3 6| 1,002 4 o 
Pitt, Willis . of 266-6 
F = *3 no» 3 is ++ 
Price, Richard . [Radnorſhire . . — 2 3&6 
Roberts, Joſeph . [Newcaſtle upon Tyne 1,211 5 0 
Small, John art of Gloucel- 1,000 © I I 
: ? - a s 9375. 9 8 
Turner, Charles. JOxfordſhire . 0 — 1,036 6 4 
Weldon, Thomas. Part of Devonſhire — 3,443 12 8 
— 1 . 3 
Bowen, James _. [Pembrokeſhire _ 45 12 4 
Bold, Hugh. . [Brecknockſhire , 8 8 9 18 6 
Cooper, Charles . Part of Norfolk . | 11,735 13 7 1,679 18 © 
Croſs, Charles. Part of Oxfordſhire 499 17 6 8,128 6 3 
Dagnall, Thomas . [Buckinghamſhire . _ 5 15 10 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſnire — 1,126 12 10 
Foxcroft, James . [Nottinghamſhire . — 32270 "& } 
Gilman, Webſter . [Chatham . . — 10,853 0 2 
Griffiths, Thomas . Hollywell _ 4.744 15 6 
Henſman, Thomas |Bedfordſhire . . 401 14 4 
Lewis, Edward . |Glamorganſhire . | 2,514 17 o| 32 9 5 
Kemeys, George. [Monmouthſhire . 399 © 0 
Lloyd, Hugh . [Denbighſhire , . | 415 10 of 564 16 9g 
Leach, Richard . |Bedfordſhire 0 
Mawbey, Thomas . Part of Surrey . 3,176 3 6 1,265 6 10 
Newton, Leaper John|Derbyſhire +. 3, 200 © of 858 16 10 
Phelp, Philip ; —＋ Ga 5 „ 3100 © ©| 5,729 4 10 
p zn: art o CCl- 
* un. * rerſhlre . | 1 * 6 e 
Price, Richard . IRadnorſhire. 8 . 
Roberts, John . [Northumberland , £20- 3. 3] 364 6 19 


276 PARLIAMENTARY XN 
Arrears due from the Diſtributors of Stamps, &c.—continued. 
be? Amount of the © 
ſeveral Payments 
1 4 which have been 
Diſtributors. Counties. l Balance, 


charge thereof, 
diſtinguiſhing 
each 


Car. 
| F 
Siddall, William . Vork 1 defer 22 9 
Cl- 
Small, John . . 18 500 © © 
Turner, Charles . |Oxtordſhire , 250 © 0 
Weldon, Thomas. Part of Devonſhire — 
— 1795. | 
Bold, Hugh . « |Brecknockſhire . | — 
Cooper, Charles . Part of Norfolk . 1,256 9 2 
Croſs, Charles |Part of Oxfordſhire — 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſnire . — 
Foxcroft, James . [Nottinghamſhire . — 
Gillman, Webſter . [Chatham - , . 500 0 © 
Griffiths, Thomas . Holly well!! ;_ — 
Haviland, John . Part of Somerſetſhire] 2,255 7 5 
Lewis, Edward . |Glamorganſhire . 321 © 0 
Lloyd, Hugh = 1 0 500 © © 
Mawbey, 'Thomas . Part of Surrey . — 
Newton, Leaper John|Derbyſhire . . — 
Phelp, Philip . —_— * 's | 1,800 © © 
5 WS + Part o ouceſ- | 
Pitt, William *| trerſhire - . „ 
Roberts, Ionnn Northumberland _ 
Somerſcales. John . |Lincolaſhire. . 41 19 © 
Siddall, William . Vork F R b ; — 
Part of Glouceſ- 
Small, John . . te rſhire : — 
Turner, Charles . |Oxfordſhire -. - . 550 © © 
Weldon, Thomas . _ of Devonſhire — 
— 1796. 
Bold, Hugh . _. [Brecknockſhire , — 
Beresford, Thomas London z . — 
Cooper, Charles . Part of Norfolk . 110 13 1 
Croſs, Charles . Part of Oxfordſhire | 1,300 o 0 
Tieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſnire — 
Foxcroft, James . Nottinghamſhire — 
Gillman, Webſter . Chatham „ + 3.00 1. © 
Griffiths, Thomas . |Hollywell . ] 2,000 o o 
. Haviland, John . |Partof Somerſetſhire] 369 4 2 
wis, Edward . |Glamorganſhire :} 141 10 © 
Mawbey, Thomas. [Part of Surrey 800 o © 
Newton, Leaper Joho(Derbyſhire 5 one 
Phelp, Philip » Berkſhire © © 5 


d, 
I6 2 
#3 
3 3 
I2 8 
94 
4 1 
6 8 
12 10 
4 1 
13 11 
15 6 
3 3 
1 6 
6 10 
16 19 
10 2 
6 10 Newtc 
17 6 Phelp, 
16 2 Rober 
Siddal 
3 1 Turne 
4 4 Weldc 
12 8 
6 4 
16 7 
18 5 C 
12 10 22 
4 1 A 
7 9 F 
10 6 
T7 
2 7 
4 10 | 
16 10 f 
F*'Y 0 
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| Arrears due from the Diſtributors of Stamps, &c.— continued. 


DEBATES. © 


* | Amount of the 
ſeveral Payments 
6 which have 2 | 
Difribuwrs. |} Collectors. — —. Groſs Balance. 
b diſtin guiſhing | 
each 2 
- 4. 5. d. "a 4. d. 
Roberts, John + [Northumberland . 200 © © 130 16 4 
Siddall, William On 3 1 | — 67 16 2 
rt of Glouceſ- | 
Small, John © | hire } 806 14 5 | 
Turner, Charles. Oxfordſhire — 329 9 7 
Weldon, Thomas . [Part of Devonſhire | 284 3 4 3,159 9 4 
— 1797. — 
Anſell, John - [Lincolnſhire . Y | 22377 2 15 ls 3-2 o 
Bold, Hugh » [Brecknockſhire 3: | 13 4 4 
Beresford, Thomas London 30,552 3 4 8.198 3 
Croſs, Charles Part of Oxfordſhire 6,759 18 5 
Fieldhouſe, Benjamin Herefordſhire — 1, 126 12 10 
Foxcroft, James . [Nottinghamſhire . — 1.370 4 £ 
Gillman, Webſter . [Chatham ] goo o o 7,837 r 6 
Griffiths, Thomas. {Holywell . . — 2,039 10 6 
Heyrick, John . [Leiceſter . 4 1.100 © o| 918 18 0 
Lewis, Edward . |Glamorganſhire .| 55 o © dt 1h. 
Myers, Joſeph ILancaſhire 12, 500 © o| 2,427 19 8 
Mawbey, Thomas. [Part of Surrey 8 107 9 1 
Newton, rJohnjDerbyſhice . [ 815 18 © — 
Phelp, Phili » [Berkſhire . . goo © ©| 3,424 18 6 
Roberts, John Northumberland. — 130 16 4 
„ FPS RT „ 
Turner, Charles . [Oxfordſhire . . = YN. 14 13 2 
Weldon, Thomas . Fart of Devonſhire 503 5 $F| 2,629 14 3 
[49299 4 5| 34.681 2 2 
| — — — — * 
Compttoller $-office, 
Stamps | CHARLES STEDMAN, 
8 —＋ 1799 Deputy Compeolir and * General. 
vor I. FB M5: 01 S 
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DEBATES. | 2 


| (9-) | a. 

An ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the BALANCES due on 
the 5th Day of January 1799, from the ſeveral Perſons employed 
in receiving or collecting the Revenues of the CROWN LANDS, 
for twenty-five Years preceding that Date, &c. 


Total amount of the Balances due as above from the 4 
ſeveral Receivers General for all the counties of © 
England — * — — 13,122 5 24 
Whereout 


Deduct ſurplus due to the Receiver General of Cheſter 685 9 115 


. There remains 12,486 15 3 
Total amount of the balances due as above from the 
Receivers General of North and South Wales — 2,551 18 oz 


15,038 13 32 
Auditor's Office, RICHARD GRAY, 


Land Revenue, D. Auditor for the Counties of England, 
3d April 1799. JOHN FENWICK, 


D. Auditor for the Principality of Wales. 


— — — 2— 


( 10.) . 

An ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the BALANCES due on 
the 5th Day of January 1799, from all Perſons whoſe Accounts 
have been examined by the Comptrollers of the Accounts of the 
ARMY, and reported upon to the Treaſury, during the preſent 
War; diſtinguiſhing the Names of ſuch Perſons, and in what 
Capacity they are or were employed ; the Sums originally reported 
to be due from them, and when ; and the Amount and Dates of 
the Payments which have been made in Diſcharge thereof; 


So far as relates to the Office of the Comptrollers of the Accounts of the 
Army. | 


6— 


' Amount and Date of 
Names of Perſons | In what Capacity Sums originally re-| the Payments 
whoſe Accounts they were employed. | to be due] which have been 
have been examined. rom them, and | made in Diſcharge 
when. thereof. 


| 5 | | 
Meſſrs. Harman, Employed to re- 2,588 5 8 [tith Aug. 1795. 
Hoare, and Co. 2 Pruſſian ſub- zbth March 1795. 
| dy. : 
Meſſrs, Fluyder {Employed to ſell | C. 2,633 16 2 | 7th June 1799. 
and Maitland | cloths, the pro- And the value of 1 929 
rty of the _ | 96% pieces off 
blic, cloth unſold, gth 
| 5 January 1796. 
JOHN DICK, - , JOHN MARTIN LEAKE, 
TI EE. 8s 2 
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(11, )—An ACCOUNT of all BALANCES certified, by the Con. 
miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts, to the 


PARLI AMENTARY 


Treaſu 


ry, Upon 


Accounts delivered into their Office fince the 5th of July 1785, pte. 
vious to the Examination of ſuch Accounts; as alſo, of the SUM 
received or recovered previous to the ſaid Accoonts being ſtated to 


NAME. 


SERVICE. 


/ G1 


Progreſs. 


ſince t 


counts. 


BALANCES 
Upon Accounts delivered into the 
Office of the Co 


mmiſſionem for 


—_— the phe 74 Accounts, 


July 1783, previous 
7 ake Examination of ſuch 2 


rn. 


Surpluſage, 


1 
W. Barr, Eſq. 


Bradſtreet, 


Samuel Bean, 
Eſq. 


[Major D*. 


Will. Burke, [Late 
Thomas Bul- & 
lock, Eg. 


Captain John 


Barnes, 


The Earl of 


Balcarras, 


Lieut. Colonel 


Ferdin. Beck. 
with, 


Colonel John 


- 
* 
PR" 


Furveyor of Hoſpitals in 
Canada, from iſt of Ja- 
— 4 3 to 16th Sep- 


Quanermatergene in 


orth America for five 
ears, to the year 1760 
mmiſſary of 8 
and Commiflary 
/ rem to the Set 
North Ame- 
— — 15th De- 
cember 1781 and goth 
September 1788 
Barrackmaſter- general ai 
| Quebec, from 26h 
June 1779. = 24th De- 


— 4 
Commiſ- 
Lac Advg in the iſland 
of Grenada, from 25th 
Antguſt 1785 to'12th of 
December 1793 
15 for 1 
rom 24th June 1775 
to * th june 178g, 
(fina 
Deputy... Quartermaſter- 
general in Canada one 
year, to 24th of De- 
cember 1786 
For expenditures in the 
iſland of Jerſey, from 
24th OQtober 1793 to 
a af October 1794 
Deputy Quarterwaſlter- 
general on the Conti- 
nent, from gth March 


ſupplying bread, wood, 
ſtraw K. to the txoops| 
encamped m the North 
Eaſt di under - the 
command of Genera! 
Sir William Howe, to 
the end of the campaign 


1795 to 24th May 17 
Robert, Biſſen,|[Commil ad # { | 
Eg. 


Declared 


Declared 


Declared 


Declared 


— | 


Declared | 
Depend- | 
ing k : 1 


Declared 


195 14 11 


"Ts 
378 18 11 


181 12 6 


2,339 7 9 


134 © 72 


407 18 4 | 


4. 5. 4. 


211 


4 3} 


MO) 
Paid into 
chequer 

to the 


being ſtat 
Trea 


4 5} 


the Treaſury, or declared ; together with the Balances due to the 
Public upon ſuch declared Accounts, and alſo of the Money paid into 
the Exchequer fince the Dectaration of the faid Accounts ; as ap- 


uary 1799. 
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— by Documents in the Poſſeſſion of this Office, up to the 5th of 
an 


MONEY 


MONEY | BALANCES | MONEY | BALANCES Paid into the Ex- 
Paid into the Ex- Appearing due to Paid into the Due to the Pubꝗchequer ſiuce the 
chequer previous the Public, upon Exchequer be-| lic upon declared} Declaration of 
to the Account | Accounts ex- | tween the | Accounts, ſince | the Accounts, as 
being ſtated to the{mined and Rated | Stating and [5th of July 1755. rear by Docu- 

reaſury. to the Ty; Declaration. iets in the Poſe 
nce 5th of July, ſeſſion of the 
1785. | flice. 
. „ 63 £:, 88 „ 
ib Jan. 1786. 23d Auguſt 179 
9 17 2» 8] — 1 1 SA 
. 23433 17 5 — 3,433 17 5 
| | 
— 265 13 © — — 263 13 © 
| 
—— 1,745 18 off — 745 18 1 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
1 | 
pps DET mM 3,164 4 k 
| 
* | 26th May 1792 , 
N 251 5 © — 251 5 9 251 5 ® 


Ss 2 


q 
"<0 
* 


— 


4 
2 
* 
13 


* . — 


V6 of 333608 y 
0 * w 5 * — * 
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» 
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1 


| 


SERVICE. 


Account of all Balances certified by the Com 


BALANCES 


ſince 


Upon Account deſivered into 

Office of the Coon 

_— the Public Account, 
th July 1785, "ot to 


Lord Viſcount 


Treaſurer of the navy, 
from 1ſt January to gth 
Auguſt 1765 

Major Commandant at 
St. John's, Newfound- 

, from. 10th Sep- 
tember 1786 to goth 
September 1787 

Late Agent for payin 
the out- penſioners o 
Chelſea Hoſ 7 half 
a year, to une 

ear, to 24 J 


gent expences, from 
10th July 1789 to 23d 
November 1790 


| general in 

North America, from 

it ao 1776 to goth 

Barrackmaſter-general in 

North America, from 

1K July 8 to gif 
: f 


Superi 2 Indian 
urs, from 8th Otio- 
ber 1775 to 22d Ofto- 
ber 1784, and from 
thence to 24th of June 
17 5 , i 
Agent for Georgia, one 
year, to goth June 1775 
— of ſtores 
iſions, on an 
— to the Weſt 
Indies in the year 1744 
Commiſſary of ſtores in 
the year 1760 
Contractors for victual- 
ling the forces in North 
America, from 1760 to 
1765 


Contraftors for vidual- 


ling the forces at Gua-| 


daloupe, from 27th Au- 


| gaſt 1760 to gift May 
1762 | 


1 | 


the Examination of ſuch Ac. 
COuUnts. | 
| Indebted. | Surpluſage, 
FAST rt 
1,914 6 8 — 
Even and Quit. 
25,922 17 oz] 
200 17 2 — 
313 1844 — 
341 4 © — 
; , 432 6 Al 
35349 8 — f et 
— — | 47,607 710 
= = $24 13 40 


20, 
Paid 
maſt: 
the 
11th 


2d / 


7 10 


: DEBATES. . 


MONEY 


373 

miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts ; &c.—continued. „ 

— : MONEY 
| BALANCES | MONEY het 


Paid into the Ex- Appearing due to Paid into the 
= previous the Public, upon Exchequer be- 
tot 


BALANCES Paid intothe Ex- 
Due to the Pub- chequer fince the 
hc upon declared Declaration of 


Account | Accounts ex- tween the Accounts, fince the Accounts, as 
being ſtated to amined and ſtated Stating and | 5th of July 1785. appears by Docu- 
the Treaſury. | to the Treaſury, | Declaration. ments in the Poſ- 

ſince 5th of July ſeſſion of the 
15785. ce. 
5 { % „ H.. „ 25 
6th June 1792 
8 * _— 2,914 13 52 2,914 13 52 
. 7 * 3 
20,000 © © o 15 63,927 2 Even and Quit. 
Paid to the Pay- ä * 2 | 
maſter-general of | 
the Forces, the 
11th Nov. 1796 
2d Auguſt 1786 | | 
313 1 84 140 2 44] 140 2 44 Even and Quit. 
— — 955 7 ol 955 7 ©4| Even and Quit. 
| 
| 2d April 1791 
— — — — 13.335 © © 20 11 44 20 11 441 
| | 
— — 988 9 off — 988 9 95 
„„ TO. 1,259 5 5 
p 
as 9 58,520 5 642 
2 
929 13 9 


314 PARLIAMENTARY 
Account. of all Balances certified by the Com. 
| | BALANCES 
- Upon Accounts delivered into the 
ay | | Office of the Commiſſioners for 
| F Auditing the Public Account, 
NAME. SERVICES. Progreſs. | fince'5th july 1785, previous to 
| | the Examination of fuch Ac. 
| counts. 
Indebted. | Surplufaye. 
e . d. . 
Meſſrs. Cole | Contractors for victual- | 
brooke and | ling the garriſon ai 
Nelbatt, uiſbourgh, from |Stated to | 
| 25th June 1759 to 26th|the Trea- 
July 1761 {ury 19,897 5 7 — — 
Daniel Cha- Late Commiſſary- genera | 
muer, Eſq. | in North America, be- 
tween 25th May 1774] 
and 24th May 1777 Declared — — * 
Major- general Late Quartermaſter-ge- 
Gabriel neral in North Ame 
Chrillie, rica, from 27th- Apri] 
1757 to April 1766. Stated to 
and afterwards for theſthe rea- - 
ear 1776 ſury — — 2.87% 11 8 
Major John |Ailitant Quartermaſter- 
,arden, genera: at Montreal, be- 
tween gd june 1775. 
and 25th April 1777 Declared 193 19 1 — — 
Colonel Cor- Quarter maſter- general to | 
nelius Cuyler,| the forces under the 
command of Genera 
Mathew in the Lee- 
ward and Charibbec| 
Iflands, between 1500 
— 1782 and goth of 
September 1784 ' [Declared 532 6 1 — — 
John Cowan, Acting Agent for the ä | — 
Elq. PIOVInce of Eaſt Flo- : 
rida, from 24th June | 
1782 to 24th June 
1786 Declared | 405 1 11 — — 
Jonat. Clarke, Late Commiſſary to the 
Eſq. - Army under General 
Burgoyne, from 1777|Depend- | i 
to Tee 1202 h ig [ 463 5 9| 
Andrew * at Ply- | 
Clinton, Eſq. | mouth Dock, one year. p | 
e to aach December 4788 . 3; — = 
Briga.-general | Quartermaſter-general io 
rnelius | the. forces in the Lee- | 
Cuyler, ward and  Chariþbee | 
| * ſrom 5 * | 
1 to 241 c | 
T 5 Declared 126 3 3}. —= = 
John Craigie,|C 2 in 
Eſq ada, and Secretary | 
to General Hope, U , 
2th June 1784 to g4th] ; Fo 6 
1 5 17 Declared — — 254 0.5 


1 


EE „ 


* +4 


85 


DEBATES. 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts; &c.—continned. 


— 


Ks 


r 


. 


; A 
MONEY | BALANCES 
Paid into the Ex-, Appearing dueto 
chequer previous the Public, upon 
do the Account 


Accounts ex- 


MONEY 


Paid iſto he 
Exchequer be- 


ween the 


BALANCES | 
Due to the Pub- 
lic upon declared 
Accounts, ſince 


MONEY 
Paid into the Ex- 
chequer ſince the 
Declaration of 
the Accounts, as 


being ſtated to ſamined and ſtated] Stating and [5th of July 1785. appears by Docu- 
the Treaſury. | to the Trealury. | Declaration. ments in the Poſe 
| ſince 5th of July | ſeſſion of the 
; 1735. Office. 
”" nf d. el. 
| 
— — | 27.611 14 13 
| 4 ? 
— — 1.608 13 11144 — — 9,467 10 4 
| 1 
| 
— — 18,517 6 84 N 
„ 1 g 
— — 371 2 . un NR: 
#1 
nt . 
19th Aug. 1786 | 2 | 87 
532 6 1 384 12 8] — — [ 384 12 84 
* 23d Feb. 1792 
. . — . . $51 11 , l 
wh | 
1&7 
| e 11th April 1791 
8 152 11 3 —̃ 2 152 11 3 
6 1 0 f 1 
\ 4 10 . 3 
e OOO ING on = 
| 32S | | 
5 3 _— 
3 WS PI.” E 


316 PARLIAMENTARY 
Account of all Balanees certified by the Con- 


| BALANCES 
Upon Accounts delivered into the 
| Office of the Commiſſioner, for Paid in 
Auditing the Public Accoung, - _ 
SERVICE. |{[Progtefs. | fince 5th July 1785, previous 7 
- | the Examination of ſuch Ac. being 
cunts. 


| Tndebted. J Surpluſage. 


£ | = * . 5. d. £ 
rington, Tag. Peg ne in Wen | 
. | lin rces in We 
_ 
uguſt 1771 t 
— — 8 Declared] 3,052 19 10 — — 

John Charl- nt for regimental in- 
ton, Eſq. rmaries, from 25th of 
December 1789 to 24th 
: of June 1792 Declared} — =— 23 19 

The Hon. _—_ Commiſſary in 
North Britain, during | Depend- 
the campaign 1798 ing 873 15 34 


Major-general 2 lat 
. Dal-j} New York and Caro- Stated to 


rymple, Ing, from 1ſt April the Trea- 
1780 to gotk Fare 1782] ſury Geo us 5368 = - = 
— 8 . 
y mpie, Dig, Oupe, an. q 
| — 708 (6G Jay 1763 [Declared — — — — 
Major Abra-Commanding Engineer 
ham D' Au- | in North America, from 
bant, th May 1776 to gill 
, May 1782 | Declared Even and | Quit. 
Sir John Dal-[Governor of Jamaica, 
ling, from 23d July 1777 to 
| 1ſt January 1782 Declared 300 © © 8 ,- 
Jon Dwnad, 1 for Faun. | 
4. ing the troops in the | 
Ceded * 8 
| to contrattꝭ | : 
guly 1770 50 Declared Even and | Quit. 
xpences incurred at the 
Ups Poſts in Canada 
I under his command, | 
between 1ſt May 1725 i ; 
and the 24th Dec. 1784 Declared Even and | Quit. 
to the Com- 


Elg. ] miſhonersfor inquiring 
. into the amount of the 
emoluments of officers 
of the Cuſtoms, from 
18th Auguſt 1789 to| 
3 ou of dene 0 Declared „„ SM a 
dam. Drewry, |Commiſlary-general to 
El.  |te Aray under the | 
= : command of —_— 
=_— . | ; neral W, E. Doy e, 
24 | _ | between ,25th Auguſt] 
| . January] Depend- | 
17 | ing 1,273 11 2| 


„ ; * a 
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7 rk 3 2 e "#4" 
* Si * * "3 * ww = Ke 1 88 es: » * 54 * 1 
1 N 1 — wa — _ * * 8 _ 
6 Ct "ie ws - N 


R re * _ 7 
. * * * fl 
_ : L dg ELL * * * mms * 2 
N 3 
e 
4 : 
2  " 


as ＋ 4 
Fd 
* 


F A 
ie e 
Ff if. whit 


DEBATES. 317 


chequer previous 
to the Account 
being ſtated to 


| BALANCES 


Paid into the Ex- Appearing due to 
the Public, upon 


Accounts ex- 


to the Treaſury, 
ſince 5th of July 
1785. 


amined and ſlated 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts; &c.—continued. 


— — — —— ˙ WS 7 


| MONEY 
BALANCES Paid into the Ex- 


Paid into the Due to the Pub- chequer ſince the 
Exchequer be- lic upon declared} Declaration of 


Acounts, fince | the Accounts, as 

5th of July 1785. ] appears by Docu- 
ments in the poſ- 

ſeſſion of the 


Office. 


ziſt July 1787 


341,540 15 84 


9 11 


297 18 11 


23 


27,810 1 4 


Vol. IX. 


1,330 10 14 


1,131 2 4 


12 o 81 


r py” 4. 


9 11 95 


297 18 114 


244 19 15 


— th. dt. 6— 


27,630 11 4 


— — 


— e 7 2 ˖ — 2 


1 * 5 * 4 A W727. 
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PARLIAMENTARY 
Account of all Balances certified by the Com. 


* 4 2 
4 **. 2 do . 4 
ö 


NAME. 


SERVICE. 


Progreſs. 


BALANCES 


Upon Accounts delivered into the 


ce of the Commiſhoners for 
Auditing the Public Accounts, 
ſince 5th July 1785, previous to 
the Examination of ſuch Ac. 
counts. 


Lieut.-colonel 
Tho. Durell, 


Nathaniel 
Day, Eſq. 


Meſſrs. David- 
fons and 


Graham, 


E. 
Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, Bart. 


F. 
Matthew 
Forſter, Eſq. 


A. Fletcher, 
. Elq. 


Sir S. Fludyer, 
Adam Drum- 
mond, and 
Moſes Franks, 
Eſquires, 
Major-general 
Henry Edward 

Fox, 


G. 
Right Hon. 
George Gren- 
ville, 
Rob. Gordon, 
Eſq. deceaſed, 


H 75 
Right Hon. 
Tho. Harley, 
and Hemy 
Drummond, 
Eiq. 


Aſſiſtant Commiſſary at 


Bremen, from iſt 
tember 1793 to 1ſt Ja- 
nuary 1797 

Come; TRE i 
Canada, between 23th 
of May 1776 and 24th 
September 1784 
Account of bills of ex- 


by Colonel Crawfurd, 
in the year 1797 


Treaſurer of the Cham- 


ber 1769 to Sth of 
Apnl 1770 


proviſions in the Lee- 
ward Iſſands, from 24th 
March 1780 to 24th 
Apnl 1782 
Lord Juſtice Clerk, for 
the public ſervices in 
the years 1746 and 1747 
Contractors for victual- 
ling the forces in North 
America, from 18th 


April 1764 to 6th Au- 
| 1768 


the army on the Conti- 
nent, 1n the years 1793, 


1794, and 1795 


Treaſurer of the navy. 
from 1ſt January to 2d 
June 1762 

Late Commiſſary fo; 
ſhipping and Rloring 
proviſions at Cork, be 
tween 6th April 1770 

and 5th January 1780 


Contractors for remit- 
ting money to Nort! 
America, er 1ſt | 
muary 1 to 17th 
3 


K 17 


change drawn on them 


ber, from 10th Odo- 


Commiſſary of ſtores and 


uſt 17 
44 to 


Depend- 
ing 


Declared 


Depend- 
ing 


Declared 


Declared 
Declared 


Stated to 
the Trea- 


ſury 


ing 


Declared 


Declared 


Depend- | 


i 


Declared | 


Indebted. Surpluſage. 
4. „ th L. 3 
396 9 3 
DE TY 2,305 92 
12 18 © 
5,685 10 62 — — 
033 7⁵ 7 — 
— _ 363 18 7 
37,00 © o — — 
| 
276 10 98 * 
e 
— — 132 3 52 
42,716 6 6 __ 


8th 
15 


52 


DEBATES, 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts; &c.— continued. 
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— — 


| BALANCES 


MONEY 


MONEY MONEY | BALANCES Paid into the Ex- 
Paid into the Ex- Appearing due to Paid into the Due to the Pub- ſchequer ſince the 
chequer pr-viou | he Public, upon Exchequer be- lic upon declared Declaration of 
to the Account | Accounts ex- | tween the | Accounts, fince [the Accounts, as 
being ſtatæd io the] 11ned and ſlated] Stating and {5th of July 1785. ſappeais by Docu- 

Freak ſury. o the Trealury, | Declaration. ments in the Poſ 

unce 5th of July ſeſſion of the 
1785. Office. 
2 8 £ 6 „ - 1 
— — 277318 o 444 — — | 25,691 9 5 
| 
2 age ph _ — __ 57725 15 64] ; 
8th Jul OLA | 
1th arch 1787 
633 17 7 | 1,410 4 | — — | 1,410 4 8 
es 00 $I 143 1 3 
— — | 95.829 13 3 
3d yo 1798 
276 10 9h 
Pe _ _ =” 3-984 6 5 
_ — 41,560 18 11144 — — 41,560 18 10 
: ] 
. 49,847 10 10 49,847 10 1 pope Quit. 
| 


Tt 2 


320 PARLIAMENTARY 
Account of all Balances certified by the Com. 


| BALANCES 
; Upon Accounts delivered into the 
Office of the Commiſſioners fo 
_— the Public Accounts, 
NAME. SERVICE. Progreſs. | ſince 5th July 1785, previous tg 
| the Examination of fuch Ac. 
counts. 


Indebted. | Surplufage. 


* % N . 5. d. i 9. d. 
2 2 Hoſj pi tal expences from 
Helle,. 1758 to 1764 Declared 493 12 8 i” 


Lieut.-general|Military Governor at 
Frederick Hal-| Three Rivers, between | 
dimand, 25th April 1762 and 
Ech July 1765, and as 
Brigadier- general com- 
manding in the South- | 
ern fr of North 
America, between 24th | Stated to 
March 1767 and 24th|the Trea- | 
ie March 1773 {ury 6 
Lord Viſcount] Commiſſioner for reſtor- 
we, ing peace in North 
. America, for contin- 
gent expences, &c. from 
cth April 1777 to 6th 
due 1778 Declared 825 9 © 22 
The Right [Governor of Gibraltar, 1 
Hon. Lord | from iſt June 1777 to] 5 
Heathfield, 2 May 1787 Declared Even and | Quit. 


John Hatſell, Expences of printing the 
Eſq. Journals of the Houſe 

of Commons, from th 

7 October 1784 to 14th 


May 1789 Declared 300 2 1 . 
Ditto ditto Between 16th Eebruary | 
1796 and 6th February]. 
1798 (final) — << 
W. O. Hud- Major Commandant at 
dleſtone, Eſq.] St. John's, Newfound- 
I ͤ land, between 2cth of 
October 178g and goth 
of October 1784, and 
between goth October 
1785 and aoth October : 
1786 Declared Even and | Quit. 
Brigadier-ge- Late Quartermaſter-ge- 
neral Henry | neral to the Army in 
Hope (the ex- Canada, from 1783 to] Depend- 
ecutors of ) 1785 ing 4 3,509 5 114 _ — 
Edward Hol- jReceiver-general of the 
land, Eſq. | deduttion of one ſhil- 
ling in the pound, from 
th April 1779 to gih 
* June 1780 Declared 3,384 16 34 — 
Right Hon. Paymaſter-general of the 
Lord Holland, | forces, half a year to 


24th of June 1765 Declared. 54,730 7 © _ 


DEBATES, 321 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts; &. continued. 


MONEY 
MONEY BALANCES | MONEY BALANCES Paid into the Ex- 
Paid into the Ex- Appearing due to Paid into the Due to the Pub” chequer ſince the 
chequer previous the Public, upon Exchequer be- lic upon declared} Declaration of 
** — Accounts ex- | tween the | Accounts, ſince the Accounts, as 
being ſtated to |amined and ſtated) Stating and th of July 1785. appears by Docu- 


the Lreaſury. to the | reaſury, | Declaration. ments in the Poſ- 
ſince th of July ſeſſion of the 
1785. Office. 


— 


3 £ 5§%/ä 5 „ 4. % th 


14th Dec. 1786 | 
493 12 8 932 2111 — — 932 2 11 


£36 Nov. 1785 
2,643 3 113] 1,678 8 94 


| : 6h Dec. 1786 
— — 899 6 11 — — 819 o 53] 819 0 556 


6th Nov. 1790 


r — | 008 6} "a RO 
; | x 
bh Auguſt 1789 
— — 179 16 14 — — 179 16 1 179 16 1 | 
12th March 1798 | 


192 16 9 | Even and Quit. | — — Even and Quit. 


„ 595 5 10] — = 595 5 10 


28th Jan. 1798 
3,372 19 9 


Tana my eg —A—e N 


* 


„ — 1 o Of 53,059 11 3 


- PARLIAMENTARY 


Account of all Balances certified by the Com. 
| | BALANCES © pn 


% 


Brake * 25 * P 2 hs 
* . » 1 A Vs. v by * 
* 8 - — * 4 14 ode ++ of int 7 * 7 X. . 
_—_— nn A r Snakes. 5 3 
* 33 2 r n , © 8 . . 
. & Fa 9 £5, By + IS * 8 * 
4 . — 1 _ 7 * © 4 E "_ 


Upon Accounts delivered into the M( 

— of — ——— for paid ut 

auditing, the Public Accounts, wi 

NAME. SERVICE. Progrels. ſince 5th July 17835, previous a — e 

* the Examination of ſuch Ac. being 
1 counts. the 


Indebted. | Surpiuſage. | 


Henry Hughs, Printing General Index 
Eiq. to the Journals of the} 4 „ «© £ 4 
Houſe of Commons, | 
between goth June} 
1778 and 4th March 
1793 Declared O 1 — — 
15 Frederic Wil- 4 ee W OL ®. 
£8 ham Hecht, | in North America, from 
* 28th June 1779 to 16h Depend- 
We Augult 1789 | mg 119 14 
7. Capt. Thomas Late commanding, Fngi- 
4 Hartcup, nec in North Anterica, 
be:ween the years 177 Depend- 
ap 7 and 1784 ing 21 7 — 
5 8 Late Governor of Weſt 
fone, Eſq. | Fiurida, between June | 
1704 and March 1767 [Declared ha 25 1,694 0 89 
Sir John John- Sup: ittendant and In- 
on, Bart. {j ctor-general of 10. 
dian * betweer 
25th September 1782 Depend- 
and 24th [une 1784 ing 3,141 2 7 
Meſſrs. — Comractors for ſupply- 
Smith, ing the army in Canad. 
Raynes, and | with * in the : 
Atkinſon, year 1778 final) Declared Even and Quit. 
N Colonel Alex-Inſpector-general of pro- 
der Innes, | vincial forces in Noith 
America, between 29th|Stated to 
January 1777 and 1Þ|the Trea- 
March 1790 ſury 787 o o _ 
Val. Jones, | Commiſfary-general ir 
Etq. the Leeward Iflands 
from 24th June 179. Depend- 20 
to goth November 1798] ing 5909 14 84 8 


K. 
Robert Knox, Late Agent for the pro- 
Ig. vince of Eaſt Florida, Depend- 


from 1773 to 178g ing 1,057 16 103 
Philip Gidley | Lieutenant-governor of 


King, Eſq. | Norfolk Iifand, forcon- 
tingent expences in the 

cars 1791, 1792, ano 
: __ Declared 66-11 6 = = 


Henry Charles Secretary to the Com- 

Litchfield, | miſſioners of Eaſt Flo- 
| rida claims, from 6th] : 
September 1786 to 220 


291] 


: December 17 Declared 141 10 103 _ 
Licut.-gener>i| Commander of the troops 
the, in Virginia, two years 


to November 1782 Declared| — 


e Com. 
— 


Into the 
ners for 
.ccounts, 
vious to 


ich Ac. 


o Q 


DEBATES. 


323 
miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts; &c.— continued. 
5 | | MONEY. 
MONEY | BALANCES | MONEY | BALANCES | Paid into the Ex- 
Paid into the Ex- Appearing due to] Paid into the Due to the Pub- chequer ſince the 
chequer previous|the Public, upor-|Exchequer be- lic upon declared | Declaration of 
to the Account | Accounts ex- tween the | Accounts, ſince | the Accounts, as 
being ſtated to ſamined and ſlated} Stating and |zth of July 1785. | appears by Docu- 
the Trealury. to the Treaſury, | Declaration. ments 1n the Poſe 
ſince 5th of July ſeſſion of the 
5 1785. Office. 
1 4 © mw. £ a6 
* 19 4 9 19 4 9 Even and Quit. 
{ 
20th Dec. 1797 
11 10 7 
_ — 179 19 o 179 19 oi Even and Quit. 
ö 
| 
— — 1,128 9 3 — 1,128 9 3 
— — 1,268 10 4 
2d January 1799. 
5,590 © © 
— — 66 11 6 — 66 11 6 
— 9 80 16 104 — 
| " 
— „ 


— TTE_ — —— — PR m_ — I I — — — — — — — — = 


— 


- 


PARLIAMENTARY 
Account of all Balances certified by the Com. 


BALANCES 
Upon Account delivered into the 
| — of oo * for 
auditing the Public Accounts, 
NAME. SERVICE. Progreſs. | ſince th July 1783, previous to 
3 the Examination of ſuch Ac. 
counts. 
| Indebted. - | Surpluſage. 
Charles Lut-Receiver- general of the „ © + 
widge, Eſq. | Ifle of Man, two years 
and three quarters to 
10th October 1784 | Declared | 5,384 12 34 — — 
William Ley- Late Governor of Gre- 
borne Ley- I nada, between iſt No- 
borne, Ela. vember 1771 and 16th | 
a April 1775 Declared — — | 186; 
1 
Robert Mack - Paymaſter of provincial | 
enzie, Eſq. | forces in North Ame- 
rica, from their com- 
mencement to 24th 
June 1778 Declared | 16,562 19 102] — — 
Robert Mel- | Lieutenant-governor | 
ville, Elgq. |] Gnadaloupe, between Stated to 
ney 1765 and = Trea- | 
ay 1772 — — 475 15 1 
The Hon. —— £ Chief at 25 * 
General james] Minorca, from 15th 
Murray, April 1778 to February 
: 1782 Declared 69 9 10h _ — 
Rich. Murray, | Deputy Barrackmaſter- 
Eſq. — at Quebec, 
ä ree years, to goth of 
: ' une 1999 * Declared 596 14 24 — — 
2 — 2 ief Engineer in North | 
ontrelor, | America, from iſt Oc- 
tober 1768 to goth Sep- ; 
: tember 1778 Declared | Even and | Quit. 
Mæuy, Ex For — value x _-_ 
, Elq. rts taken on their paſ- 
— to Gibraltar, laden 
_ — the = of Po 8 18 
at garriſon in 1 Decl 18 10 — — 
Kender Ma- —— for 2 | 
fon, Elq. | ling the forces in Eaſt- 
| Florida, &c. between 
| 24th February 1778 and 
; | 24th June 1780 - [Declared 2 9,131 13 8 
1 — genand Commanding Officer in 
Eyre Maſſey, Nova Scotia, in the 
: years 1766, 1767, and|Depend- | 
17 = © ing 225 3 1 
John Ma- Paymaſter to the provin- 
comb, Eſq. } cial forces with General 
| Burgoyne, from 27th 
of September 1727 to 
6th of March 177 Declared _ 1,316 7 6 
Capt. Gother | Commanding Engineer 
Mann, in Canada, between 1ſt 
„ — 1785 and 24th | 
| December 1786 Declared 245 15 © — 


e Com. 


— 


into the 
Dners for 
counts, 
Vious to 


ch Ac. 


— — 


ſage. 


— 


& > 


5 13 


DEBATES. = 5 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts; &c. continued. 


_ MONEY NR 

MONEY {| BALANCES | MONEY | BALANCES Paid into the Ex- 
Paid into the Ex-| Appearing due to Paid into the Due to the Pub- chequer ſince the 
chequer previous|the Public, upon Exchequer be- lic upon declared] Declaration of 


to the Account | Accounts ex, | tween the | Accounts, fince [the Accounts, as 
being ſtated to ſamined and ſtated Stating and |zth of July 178;z.ſappears by Docu- 
the Treaſury. |] to the Treaſury, | Declaration. ments in the Poſ- 
: ſince 5th of July : ſeſſion of the 
| 1785. Office. 


* * . & © 2 . - 14. % 


— — — — [5000 o of 774 17 off 


—_. — | 3.69307 off — — | $493 8 of 


| 
15th Nov. 1784 | 
15,970 10 o | 1,796 o 52] 1,796 o 5 Even and Quit. 


— — [29.486 8 — —'| | 


: 
* 3 41 


— — | 8,369 % 2 — — | 7,804 o ot 


11th March 1794 

— — FF 514 14 © 514 14 © - 
228 age 50,321: 9: off — _— 48,306 5 14] 

| 10th Nov. 1786 

— — 89 18 10 | — — 58 2 4 58 2 4 


— — 20,315. 8 10 — — 20,313 8 10 


ö . 


* 7 * == 


— te — , WI. ani En PE Eon - wt 


- 

« 

—— — 
% 


: A a» 7 wy * E 1 I» 7 —— 
* © 1 N FL. * * 9 YO x 1 5 
5 1 4 * * - i +. 5% ö N — A 
E N oe en ＋ 3 2 — „„ a”, - 


* + Oo 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


Account of all Balances certified by the Con. 


— 


NAME. 


| 


SERVICE. 


Lient. Wil- 
lam Macar- 
mack, 


General Ed- 
ward Mathew, 


Sir Thomas 
Mills, 


Hugh Mont- 
gomery, Eſq. 


John Morri- 
ſon, Eſq. 


Charles 
Maſon, Eſq. 


ohn Ma * 
J ha. | 


Adam Murray, 
Eſq. 


N. 
Meſſrs. Neſ- 
bitt, Drum- 

mond, and 
Franks, 


Licut.-colone] 


Henry Nettles, 


Governor of the land 
of Cape Breton, from 
10th Oaober 1787 to 
10th September 1794 


the forces in the Lee- 
ward and Charibbee 
lands, between 26th 
October 1781 and 24th 
July 1724 ; alſo be- 
tween 20th October 
1787 and 24th Decem- 
ber 1792 


rovince of Ouebec, 
tween giſt Oftober 
1787 and giſt Auguſt 


1789 | 
Inſpector of military 
roads in North Britain, 
within the year, to gift 
December 1794 (final) 
Deputy Commiſſary-ge- 
neral in North Ame- 
rica, from Eth Decem- 


December 1782 


Accounts to the Army 
lately ſerving on the 
Continent, from 21ſt 
June 1793 to 21ſt Sep- 
tember 1797 ; 
Late Superintendant of 
His Majeſty's Stationary 
Office, from 15th Fe- 
bruary 1798 to 3ift of 
May following 
Purveyor of the Genera! 
Hoſpital at Martinico, 
from 5th Auguſt 1795 
to 13th February 1796 


Account of Victualling 
North America, pur- 
ſuant to contract, dated 


14th July 1766, from 
12th January 1767 to 
24th April 177 


For the purchaſe of 


_ in America, in 
e years 1795 and 1796 


mmander in Chief of 


Receiver- general of che] 


ber 1776, to 14th of 
Commiſſary-general of 


Progreſs. 


Depend- 
ing 


Stated to 
the Trea- 


ſury 


Declared 


Declared 


Declared 

i 

Depen d- 
ng 


Depend- 
ing 


Depend- 
ing 


Stated to 


fury 
Depend- 


the 


BALANCES 


Upon Accounts delivered into the 
Office of the Commiſſioners for 
Auditing the Public Accounts, 
ſince 5th July 1785, previous to 


xamination of ſuch Ac. 


counts. 


Indebted. | Surpluſage. | 


0 


4 
. 
4 


the Trea- 


ing 


1,859 16 7 


18, 10 0 © 


— — 


. „ 4. 8 
287 15 48 
Even and Quit. 


12,156 3 6 


— — 591 19 1} 
514 17 6 
$ 
348 13 7 
1,045 2 4 


DEBATES. _. 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts, &c,—continued. 
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E922 90 


MONEY 


2 | 
! BALANCES | MONEY | BALANCES Paid into che Ex- 
— == Ex- Apptaring due to Paid into the Due to the Pub-,chequer ſince the 
Pai = revious the Public, upon|Exchequer be- lic upon declared Decharation'of 
chequ bee Accounts ex- tween the | Accounts, ſince | the Accounts, as 
at Sar the: mined and tated | Stating and [th of July 1785. appears by Docu- 
on to the Treaſury, | Declaration. mes in 3 - wh 
fince 5th of July, CHE 
1785. Office. = 
%% 6 - 6] 6-0 
( 
— '  þ 11,5 15 10 
I — — _ 18,504 2 82 
— — J 953 13 04 
— —. 1,667 Ca 5 1,127 13 33 
| | 
| 
— — 95,252 3 11 
| 


" 
- 
e * 
ih "4 E K 
* an * T 
8 N A Ks 4 40 a a - — 
. 1 * "x * Fo „ nt l 
> wa. 4 22 5 y ». „ A 
* e hd I - — 
47 2085-4 "I 4-4 — „ Kg ws mx ww gb 
3 a _ - - 2 8 


— * 5 Y * 0 4 1 
* 222 228 1 D 2 
* N - * 7 aw! * Y 
mr * 51 c 
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328 PARLIAMENTARY 
Accounts of all Balances certified by the Com. 
_ | = BALANCES © 
Upon Accounts delivered into the 
Office of the Commiſſioners for 
Auditing the Public Accounts, 
NAME. SERVICE. Progreſs. | fince 5th July 1785, previous tg 
the Examination of ſuch Ac. 
counts. 
Indebted. Surpluſage. 
— —— — — — 
P. Acting Commiſlary-ge- 4. . d. £&- 5. 4. 
Peter Paumier, | neral in North America, 
Eſq. | —_ 2oth 3 | 
1781 to 2 ebrua 
+ "wg 121 
Lieut.-colonel | Account of fubſiſtence of 
Rob. Pringle, | Newfoundland volun- 
teers, from 1780 to 
1782 Declared Even and Quit. 
Walter Pat- Governor of the Iſland 
terſon, Eſq. of St. John, from 1ſ|Stated to 
of January 1780 to 2d|the Trea- 
= June 1787 {ury — — 1,054 18 © 
Lieut.-general | Barrackmaſter- general in | 
James Robert-| North America, from 
ſon, 1ſt May 1765 to goth | 
une 1766 Declared 808 16 104 _ 
George Ra- [To pay ſundry perſons . 
mus, Eſq. | for damages ſuſtained 
| by them on evacuating | 
the Muſquito ſhore, in 
conſequence of,a con- 
| vention entered into by 
His _ and the 
King of Spain in the 
ear 1786 Declared | 2,833 8 o _ 
Thomas Rudſ- er geabral to 
dell, Eſq. | the forces in Corſica, 
from 6th _ — ne Depend- . 
|: 1795 to 24th June 1796} ing 14 9 9 
Right Hon. — —— of the 
Rich. Rigby, | forces, from 25th of 
December 1781 to 24th 
of April 1782 Declared | 151,771 9 14 — 
Henry Rud- Late Engineer in Ca- | 
yerd, Eſq. | nada, in the years 1784 [Depend- | 
8 and 1785 ing 513 © © 
John Stephen-|Contraftor for victual- 
ſon, Eſq. ling Nova Scotia, be- 
tween 28th October 
1774 and 21ſt April 
177 Declared — — — 
John Stuart, |Purveyor of Hoſpitals, 
* two years, to 24th April ä N 
| 1784 Declared | Even and Quit. 
John Smith, Secretary to Sir Henry 
EI. | Clinton, when Com- 
mander in Chief in 
North America, from 
: 6th July 1776 to 25th] _ | 
: \ Avguſt 1778 | Declared ? 10 © © 


Com. 


— 


into the 
ners for 
-COUnts, 
VIOUS to 


ch Ac. 


ſage. 


— 


J. d. 


8 0 


DEBATES; 329 
miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts; &c,—continued. | 
8580 | MONEY 

MONEY | BALANCES | MONEY | BALANCES |Paid into the Ex- 
Paid into the Ex-| Appearing due to Paid into the Due to the Pub- chequer ſince the 
chequer previoudthe Public, upon Exchequer lic upon declared] Declaration of 

o the Account | Accounts ex- between the | Accounts, ſince | the Accounts, as 
being ſtated to theſamined and ſtated; Stating and 5th of July 1785.|appears by Docu- 

Treaſury. to the Treaſury, | Declaration. ments in the Poſ- 

fince 5th of July, ſeon of the 
1785. tice. 
N J. d £o J. d. ” 5. d. £ - $o 7 Lo 4. d. 
ho." 2,619 5 1 — 2,619 3 03 
1 83 3 10 — | 83 3 10 
ö 
| 
— — 468 10 14 
| 
| 
„ , © — 10,077 16 13 
ö 
| 
— — 2,813 1 6 — 1 2,313 1 6 
„ TY — |}131,783 3 6 
| 
| 
13th Mar. 1786 
__— 756 711 — 756 7 11 756 8 0 
es, 323 18 2 — 323 18 2 
| : 
Wits, V0 14 919 4) 919 4 


2 * 75 
* g WP «> » * » 
* — * 
us \ 9 7 92 — — * 
1 7 - wt 14. 
Wk — 8 22 
= — 


* * 1 * 3 — 


* * * „2 9 — 92 RIES — 


ie * — ic FR 
— 1. 3 hos n * e rr 
5 71 ö 9 1 
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PARLIAMENTARY 
Account of all Balances certified by the Con. 


| 


BALANCES 

Upon Accounts delivered into the 

Office of the Commiſſioners for 

— Public Accounts, 

ſince 5th July 1785, previous io 

the Examination of ſuch Ae. 
counts. 


Indebted. | Surpluſage. 


NAME. SERVICE. | Progrels. 
oſeph Smith, | Agent for the Bahama 
j Ela. flands, one year, to 1ſt 
3 1794 (final) [Declared 
Sir Thomas | For conungent expences 
Shirley, Bart. | of Dominica and the 
Leeward Iflands, from 
; iſt January 1775 'to|Depend- 
17th June 1778 ing 
John Smith, Paymaſter of provincial 
Eſq. forces, from 25th ſune 
1778 to 24th June 1782 Declared 
Richard Spil- | Agent for Cape Breton, 
ler, Eſq. a year, to 24th June 
* 1797 (final) Declared 
Meſſrs. Thom Contractors for remitting 
* Han- money to — 5 
ury, rica, from 1 to 1763 Declared 
e, 8 " 
and Neſbitt, 

General Wil- For expenditures in Eat - 
liam Taylor, | and Welt Florida, be- Depend- 
| ' tween 1763 and 1768 ihg 

Sir Robert |Paymaſter for work done 
Taylor, at the King's Bench 
and Fleet Priſons in the 
years 1780, 1781, and 
1702 Declarcc 
Myjor-general | Governor of Eaſt Flo- 
at. Tonyn, | nda, account of extra] Stated to 
contingencies from 1773 the Trea- 
0 1784 ſury 
The Right Treafarer of the Cham- 
Hon. Chazles | ber, from 23d Ottober 
Townſhend, | 1760 to 5th April 1761} Declared 
Colonel W. [Comptroller of works in 
* Twils, Canada, between iſt of 
uly 1776 and goth 
une 1778, and as com- : 
manding engineerthere, 
from iſt of July 1778 
Is goth June 1784 Declared 
Charles Pay maſter of intereſt to 
Townlhend, | contributors to tontines 
Eſq. 1789 (final) Declared 
W. 
Peter Wolfe, | Purveyor of Hoſpitals at 
Eſq. Guadaloupe, &c. from 
goth June 1759 to 21ſt | 
t April 1763 ' Declared 


4. 6. 4. | £ S. d. 


1,796 11 104 — — 


98 4 9 8 
. 


$60 13 2 


305 10 


2,392 9 1 Me — 


2,700 12 


„„ 


- 


220 11 © — 42 


— 


7. 
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0 


— 


ONEN 


M 
BALANCES [Paid into the Ex- 


MONEY BALANCES I MONEY 
Paid into the Ex- Appearing due to] Paid into the Due to the Pub. chequer ſince the 
chequer previous|the Public, upon Exchequer be- lic upon declared] Declaration of 
to the Account | Accounts ex- tween the | Accounts, ſince | the Accounts, as 
being ſtated to the amined and {lated} Stating and 5th of July 1785. appears by Docu- 
Treaſury. to the Treatury, | Declaration. ments in the Poſ- 
ſince 5th of July, ſeſſion of the 
1785, tice. 
"6 a 63 £C 6a} £ a 8 & «4 -& ma 
GIS © 3 — 1,796 11 104 
$th Jan. 1798 
38 4 9 - 
26th Jan. 1784 f 
90 Z 2,519 10 33 2,519 10 93 Even and Quit. | 
| 
n. — — 256 13 73] 18h Auguſt 
1791, and 17th 
1 a and 28th of 
19th April 1787 | | Auguſt 1799, 
44173 19 8 14,683 19 104 — 14,683 19 103 14,683 19 102 


7th April 1787 
124 10 6 


3d May 1787 
3735 9 5 


174 13 9 


13,195 7 6 


62 


174 13 9 


Even and Quit. 


ae 


— 


1,015 19 


65 


220 11 © 


- 


* 
® 


| ad Dec. 1798, 


1,015 49 62 


15th Dec. 1786 


94 


— — ——B. — — — — 


ö 
i 
' 
| 


332 ' PARLIAMENTARY 
Account of all Balances certified by the Com. 
5 2 
ccounts delivered i 
| Office of the — — 
NAME. SERVICE. Progreſs. auditing the Public Accounts, 


— 


Captain Wil- Paymaſter of incidental 


lam Wood, 


Henry 
Whatelock, 


Daniel Weir, 
Efq. 


Brook Wat- 
fon, Efq. 


Fo 


Governor W 


Young, 


18 expences as 


expences in the pro- 
vince of Quebec, one 
year, to 24th December 


1 
Ah Paymaſter of con- 
tingencies at Nova Sco- 
tia, between 24th of 
April 1784 and 24th of 
aq 
te Comm ne- 
ral in North — 
between 23d May 1777 
and 7th January 1782 
Late Commiſſary-gene- 
ral to the Army on the 
Continent, from 29th 
of October 1795 to 1ſt 
of May 1798 


Governor of Tobago, 
from 16th April 1775 
to iſt May 1776 


at St. Vincent's, from 
29th September 1777 
to 24th June 1779 


Surgeon to the Hoſpital] 
for the uſe of the troops 


Declared 


ſince 5th July 1785, previous to 
the Examination of ſuch Ac- 
counts. 


Indebted. | 


Surpluſage. 


6. 


1,560 o 440 


185 19 93 


10,030 5 5 


2,813 19 3 


525 3 42 


4 W 


774 16 9 


506,395 19 38| 85,949 3 34 


8 — — 


tiſhone 


Ob 
Paid into 
chequer 
to the £ 
being ſtat 
Treal 


. DEBATES. 333 


miſſoners for auditing the Public Accounts; &c. continued. 


3 * * - 8 2 * 


E 


ONEY | BALANCES | MONEY | BALANCES | MONEY... 
Paid into the Ex 8 due to Paid into theſ Due to the Pub- Paid into the Ex- 
chequer previousſthe Public, upon Exchequer be- lie upon declaredſchequer ſince the 
to the Account | Accounts, ex- | tween the {| Accounts ſince | Declaration of 
being ſtated to theſamined and ſtated] Stating and |;5th of July 1785.|the Accounts, as 
Treaſury, | tothe Treaſury, | Declaration. ppears by Docu- 
ſince 5th of July, | ments in the Poſ- 
1786. | ſeſſion of the 
| Office. 


ge. . hs ; . 9 3 CORE 


7 >” Li GH & THe SE SST 6 0 


zoth March 98 | OE 
5 1,446 8 7 103 8 84 — 103 8 84 
| | 


— |} 12,043 10 54 12,043 10 51 Even and Quit, 


— — 366 11 6 — | 323 13 6 


—_— 


62,088 15 21 954,407 9 1 03,858 1 ok'498,t96 9 11 | 22,331 Z 5¹ 


Office for auditing the Public Accounts, 
Somerſet Place, 11th July, 1799. 
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The Account of Balances certified, &c,—continued. 


ARED 


r Balances due to the Public upon DECL 


__ — 
— 


—— — 


RECAPITULATION. 


BAT:ANCES upon Accounts delivered into the Office of the Commiſ- 
fioners for Auditing the Public Accounts ſince the 5th July 17835, 
previous to the Examination of ſuch Accounts; viz; 


** 


. 


1. So d. 
Indebted — — — — 506, 395 19 33 


In Surpluſage - _ _ — 85,940 3 31 
Money paid into the Exchequer previous to the ac- 
count being ſtated to the 'Irealury — — 62,088 15 2 


Balances due to the Public upon Accounts examined 
and ftated to the Treaſury ſince 5th July 1785 954,407 9 1 
- Money paid into the Exchequer between the ſtating 
and declaration of Extraordinary Accounts, and 
previous to the declaration of Ordinary Accounts 101,858 1 0 
"Balances due to the Public upon declared Accounts 
fince 5th July 1785 — — — — 499,896 911 


Money paid into the Exchequer fince the declaration 
of the Accounts, as appears by documents in the 


poſſeſſion of the ofice — — „CC Sa 3: 


(12>) 


Office for auditing the Public 


Accounts, Somerſet Place, | BERNARD COBBE. 
11th July 1799, 
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ACCOUNT 
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


RESPECTING THE 


HEREDITARY AND TEMPORARY REVENUES 
OF THE CROWN, 


AND THE CIVIL LIST GRANTS, 


TO THE FIFTH OF JANUARY 1799. 


No. VII. 


v— — 


ORDER of the IIOUSE of COMMONS -- requiring 
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DouGLAs, in the Houſe of Commons, on Tueſday, April 23d, 
1799, on the motion to agree with the Lords in an Addreſs to His 
Majeſty, relative to an Union with Ireland. | : 

Mr. Speaker ] took occaſion, on a former day, to expreſs my 
humble hope, that if a regular opportunity ſhould again occur, the 
Houſe would permit me to lay before them ſome thoughts on this 
great ſubject, which have appeared to me worthy of their attention; 
and to explain ſome of the grounds on which my opinion has been 
formed in favour of an Union with Ireland. 

Nobody to whom I am known, will, I am perſuaded, impute to 
me the preſumptuous folly of imagining that I have it in my power 
to improve on what thoſe men of tranſcendent talents, and eminent 
political wiſdom and experience, who have taken the principal ſhare 
in the former debates, have advanced on the leading points of this 
queſtion. But it is a queſtion of ſuch extent, that it may fairly be 
thought that even yet ſeveral important topics remain for conſider- 
ation, and ſome new views of thoſe which have been already diſ- 
cuſſed. It has been for a conſiderable length of time before the 
public in both kingdoms : it has given riſe to various arguments in 
both Houſes of this and the other Parliament : and, upon every 
freſh occafion, additional lights have been thrown upon it, and new 
difficulties and objections have been raiſed, -by the fertility and 
eagerneſs of conteſt and oppoſition. 


Some of thoſe objections may have ſeemed plauſible or inge 


nious ; ſcarcely any, I think, have been weighty or ſubſtantial; 
none, I am ſure, of ſufficient weight to counterbalance the numer- 
ous benefits which there is ſuch reaſon to expect from the adoption 


of the meaſure. But they have been frequently ſuited to meet. 


thoſe paſſions and prejudices, which naturally exiſt, or have been 


artfully excited, in our fiſter kingdom; and, if we feel it our Soy 


to recommend the propoſed incorporation to our fellow-fu 


there, we owe it to them and to ourſelves to ſpare no pains in the, | 


endeavour to remove, by diſpaſſionate reaſoning and cool delibera- 
tion, ſuch obſtacles as may have appeared to them, or any number 


of them, to ſtand in the way of what moſt of us here, I believe, 


conſider as material for our intereſts and eſſential to theirs. 
To thoſe whd have attended to the various modes of reſiſtance 


to the propoſal of an Union, which have been reforted to by differ- 


ent perſons, {tvs circumſtances muſt have occurred as Very re- 
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Jury of the county of the city of Cork, that I ſhould do it injuſtice 


+ paration between Great Britain and Ireland. 


an Union, which on that account the ſame claſs of men have always 


, A better chance of gaining their end, if they could induce us to ſhut 
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One has been ſo well expreſſed in the reſolutions of the Grand 


not to introduce the mention of it in the very language they have 
uſed : © Whilit we lament,” ſay they, that any difference of opi- 
nion ſhould exiſt in this kingdom upon ſo important a queſtion, we 
cannot but remember how unanimous the rebellious and traitoroug 
enemies of the country are in their reprobation of the meaſure, 
The plan of the United Iriſnmen, with the aſſiſtance of the in- 
veterate foe of the Britiſh Empire and Conſtitution, is to effect a ſe. 
It is natural, there. 
fore, that they ſhoutd dread nothing ſo much as any meaſure which 
they muſt look upon as fatal to that favourite object. That ſepa- 
ration is their favourite object, we have many inconteſtible proofs ; 
but it is ſufficient for me now to refer to the declaration of their 
founder, Tone, ſubjoined to the Report of the Secret Committee of 
the Iriſh Houſe of Lords in 1797 (No. 2.); and the deteſtation of 


expreſſed, is equally notorious. The furious deelamations of 
M*Nevin, Lewins, and others, have been more than once referred 
to in this place; and within not many weeks from the preſent mo- 
ment, ſome of thoſe ſelf-convited traitors have contrived to pub- 
liſh to the world new libels on the Government and Conſtitution 
of their country, “ their main view in which has manifeſtly been to 
co-operate, to this particular end, with thoſe who, though of a very 
different deſcription, and acting undoubtedly from motives of miſ- 
taken patriotiſm, have exerted their talents and influence to coun- 
reract and retard what J am well perſuaded the good ſenſe of that 
nation will not ſuffer them ultimately to defeat, that happy conſoli- 
dation of the empire which His Majeſty's paternal goodneſs has re- 
commended to the conſideration of both his Parliaments. 


"The other circumſtance to which I have referred appears to me ale 
not leſs ſtriking: It is, that the oppoſers of Union have almoſt all by 
endeavoured to. convince us, that the caſe of the incorporation of * 
Scotland and England in 1707 „is not in any degree applicable on pr 
the preſent occaſion. 

I think there is conſiderable dexterity, though perhaps not a great {i 
deal of candour, in this attempt. In all great political operations, th 
experience and hiſtorical precedent are the beſt and ſafeſt guides. f 


Thoſe gentlemen have, therefore, juſtly thought they ſhould have 


* Arthur O'Connor's Letter to Lord Coflereagh—Demonſtration, &c. 
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our eyes againſt hiſtory, and wander with them in the obſcure mazes 
of theory and ſpeculation. Their ingenuity might then, perhaps, 
bewilder and perplex us; whereas, if we recur to that memorable 
event, its fimilarity to what is now propoſed, both in principle and 
in all its moſt characteriſtie features, is ſo great, that they naturally 
feel it furniſhes, by its complete ſucceſs, after the trial of a century, 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt irreſiſtible refutation of their arguments. 

In the firſt and preliminary point, for inſtance, of the queſtion of 
Union, that tranſaQion is moſt eſpecially applicable, being the direct 
caſe of a national decifion on the right and competency of Parlia- 
ment. I will not enter at large into the general argument concerning 
the extraordinary powers of the ſupreme Legiſlature of a country. 
It has been amply and ably treated in ſeveral of the prior ſtages of 
the preſent buſineſs, in this Houſe. If the Parliament, in our re- 
preſentative government, is not competent to treat of, and conclude 
an incorporated Union, there is no authority which is; and, conſe- 
quently, a legitimate Union, in ſuch governments, never could take 
place. 

The conſtituent body, or the ee have no ſuch authority; 
they have not, by the practice or true theory of our Conſtitution, any 
power of deliberation vn any queſtion whatever; their only buſineſs 
as electors being that of ſelecting and nominating thoſe whom they 
think the fitteſt perſons to exerciſe that ſhare of legiſlation which is 
veſted in the third eſtate of Parliament: the act of the election is 
the beginning and end of their functions; the latent political rights 
of the people at large, whatever they may be, have not been de- 
legated to them ; and thoſe gentlemen, on the other ſide, who are the 
moſt ſtrenuous advocates againſt an Union, would, I ſhould think, 
be very unwilling to devolve that authority which is denied to the 
elected, on the elective body, as now conſtituted ; fince, in their opi- 
nion, they ought to be deprived of the very- eleQive franchiſe itſelf, 
by what they call a reform of Parliament ; the ſcheme of ſuch re- 
form being, in many inſtances literally, and virtually in all, to de- 
prive the preſent electors of that franchiſe. 

But if the electors cannot deliberate and decide on ſuch a mea- 


ſure, much leſs can the people at large; who never, I believe, in 


the ſmalleſt ſtate, or moſt complete democracy, have exerciſed, in 
fact, by univerſal. individual ſuffrage, deliberative, judicial, or le- 
giſlative authority. Yet to maintain that the conſtitutional legiſla- 
ture of a country has not the right of doing certain acts, however 
clearly beneficial to that country, without a previous ſpecial . com- 
miſſion from the maſs of the nation, leads immediately to the falſe 
and miſchievous principle of the direct ſevereignty of the People, and 
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to that equally miſchievous fiction to which it has given riſe, viz 


that an original compact between the governors and governed is the 


only law ful foundation of government. Indeed, to reſort to the 
elementary parts of a nation, the numerical aggregate of individuals 
compoſing it, for authority to form an Union, would be a complete 


admiſſion. of ſuch ſovercignty ; as the terms and conditions with 
which this numerical maſs might chooſe to accompany that delega. | 


tion of power, would be an exemplification of ſuch original compact. 
But what ſort of philoſophy is that, which traces the foundation of all 
political phenomena to a fact which no hiſtory ſhows ever to have 
excited, which the conſideration of the human character, and the 
daily tranſaQions, and paſt and preſent ſituations of life, demonſtrate 
to be, and always to have been impoſiible, and every attempt to 
realize which, either by the Facquerie in ancient France, the Vat 
Tylers and Fack Straws in England, or the modern Jacobins, has 
proved as pernicious and deſtructi ve,“ as to ſuppoſe the poſlibility 
of its actual exiſtence, is fooliſh and abſurd. The fatal conſe- 
quences of ſuch attempts to reſtore, as it is called, to the people the 
ſovereignty they are imagined to have farmed out, as it were, to 


It has been unfortunate for the world, that ſo great and upright a 
man as Mr. Locke (led aſtray by the circumſtances of the times in which 
he lived, and the zeal of controverſy) ſhould have been the patron and 
advocate of this baneful, but, in his hands, too plauſible and ſpecious doc- 


, trine. Locke's fate has indeed been ſingular. He was a good ſubject 


and a pious Chriſtian, Yet, as his theory of government has ſerved for 
a baſis to the deſtructive ſyſtems of the Condorcers, Prieftleys, and Paynei, 
ſo his metaphyũcal principles have become the ground-work of the vain 
wiſdom and falſe philoſophy which began by denying the exiſtence of the 
material world, and proceeded, in the writings of the late Mr. Hume and 
others, to extend that wild ſcepticiſn of an ingenious and well- intentioned 
Prelate (Biſhop Berkeley) to the diſbelief of ſpirit alſo, of the immortal 
nature of man, and the being of God kimſelf. This remark has been, in 
a great meaſure, occafioned by my recollection of a truly great philolo- 
pher, to whoſe early leſſons and kindneſs I look back with tenderneſs and 
pride, who was among the firſt to prove that the ſyſtem adopted by Locke 
concerning ideas, ed, by its natural conſequence, to thoſe of Berkeley 
and Hume ; but who, in announcing that opinion to the world, anxiouſly 
diſclaimed every wiſh or intention to diſparage the talents of thoſe, the 
fallacy and danger of whoſe doctrines he thought he could demonſtrate, 


and every view of arrogating to himſelf any peculiar ſagacity and diſcern- 


ment on that acconnt. Indeed, thoſe who remember him, know that there 


never was learning and wiſdom more free from arrogance and preſumption 


than his. A traveller, ſays he, of good judgement, may miſtake his 
© way, and be led unawares into a wrong track; and, while the road 1s 
* fair before him, may go on without ſuſpicion, and be followed by others ; 


but when it ands in a precipice, it requires no,peculiar degree of wiſdom 


tand penetration to know he has gone wrong, nor perhaps to find out 
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their rulers, ſubje to divers claims of forfeiture and re-entry, has 
indeed been too well illuftrated by the late eventful hiſtory of a 
neighbouring kingdom, for us here, or our fellow- ſubjects in Ire- 
land, to require much argument to convince us of its folly and 
wickedneſs. It has in that country overturned the throne of the 
Monarch and the altars of God: it has ſanctioned murder, parri- 
cide, and regicide ; and has taught every illiterate peaſant to conſi- 
der himſelf as a fit candidate for ſupreme power, the ſovereign of 
his ſovereign, and the lawgiver of mankind — 


Ergo, regibus occiſis, ſubverſa jacebat 
Priſtina majeſtas ſoliarum et ſceptra ſuperba, 
Res itaque ad ſummam fæcem turbaſque redibat. 
. Lueret. Lib. V. ver. 1135. 


I agree with a perſon juſtly eminent, and for whom I entertain 
a very fincere reſpect, when he ſays, that it is dangerous in a po- 
* pular aſſembly to ſtate that there are points where the powers of 
the legiſlature end, and thoſe of the people at large begin. In- 
deed, I know of no point where a legitimate conſtitutional power in 
the people at large begins: there may be ſome very ſpecial caſes to 


_ which that of the legiſlature cannot reach; and in which, according 


to my conception, when any meaſure becomes neceflary and una- 
voidable, not the power, i. e. any righiful power of the people, but 
the diſſolution of the Conſtitution and Government, will begin; 
from which anarchy it muſt be left, in ſuch caſes, to chance, to the 
circumſtances of the times, and to the prudence and virtue of indi- 
viduals poſſeſſing influence, eicher perſonal or from ſituation, to ex- 
tricate the nation. It is indeed delicate and dangerous wantonly. 
to moot ſuch ſort of caſes ; no judge of human nature,” who is a 
friend to his country, ever will — whatever may be his particular 
creed and party on matters fairly debateable, and open to a ſafe dif- 
ference in opinion. 

There are, however, caſes of another deſcription, which may be 
more freely diſcuſſed, to which alſo the ſupreme power of the Legiſ- 
lature (in our Conſtitution, of the Parliament) cannot extend ; but 
which, being of a negative kind, and not requiring any meaſure to be 
taken or act done, do not conneC&t themſelves with the notion of any 
neceſſary diffolution of the frame of the government. They are, 


*. 


* Vide the Speech of the Right Honourable Joh Foſter, p. 108. I had 
not then received the correct edition, but I had ſcen ſeveral accounts of it 
in different newſpapers. I ſhall take the liberty now to refer td it, accord- 
ing to that correct edition, in ſome of the following pages. 
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in truth, of ſuch a ſort, that, on their corre& analyſis, it will be 
found, that the idea of the application of that power involves either 
phyfical or moral impoſſibility, or a natural contradiction in the 
terms of the propoſition. | 
Ivo examples, material for the preſent purpoſe, eſpecially the laſt 
of them, will illuſtrate the diſtinRion to which I have wiſhed to 
draw the attention of the Houſe. 

I. Parliament cannot paſs a law which a ſubſequent Parliament 
ſhall not be able to repeal. The plain reaſon of this is, that the 
ſuppoſition of ſuch a power is contradictory to itſelf, It is to ſup- 
poſe the Parliament of next year leſs abſolute and ſupreme than the 
Parliament of this. —(Czke's Inſt. part iv. p. 42, 43. | 

2. I have heard it contended, not without plauſibility, that the 
Parliament cannot difmember the kingdom, or circumſcribe the 
ſphere of its own authority; and conſequently that, on that account, 
it cannot diffolve any union which, by treaty or otherwiſe, has 
blended into one ſtate, ſubject to its authority, parts which exiſted, 
previous to ſuch treaty, in a ſeparate and diſtin condition, with ſe- 
parate legiſlatures ; that to ſuppoſe it capable of doing this, is alſo a 
contradiion in terms; that the nation and its Parliament are each 
indiviſible integral parts, the one governed, the other governing, 
and forming together one indiviſible aggregate or body politic; that 
if you detach any part of this body, what remains is no longer the 

ſame ſtate, the ſame nation, the ſame Legiſlature or Parliament; 
that the two parts may form themſelves again, each or either, into a 
fimilar conſtitution to what beſore exiſted, or into other conſtitutions ; 
but that the diſmemberment will have effected that fort of reſolu- 
tion of the aggregate into its elements, which is known to happen in 
our municipal law, when, by the loſs of an integral part, an ordi- 
. nary corporation is diſſolved, and loſes its corporate exiſtence ; that 
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. it is univerſally true, that the diſmemberment of any legitimate ſtate 1 
of cannot be a legitimate act of that ſtate ; but neceſſarily ſuppoſes, 75 
4} even on eeſſions in virtue of conqueſt, exchange, &c. a diſruption of Was | 
«1 the im egrity of the ſtate; that it might be difficult to argue his po- . 
IE fition on the hiſtory of thoſe ill-conſtruted conſtitutions where diſ- 55 
| Ui memberment has in fact often taken place, or with regard to extreme Brit 
bi caſes, of the ceſſion of ſmall inſignificant portions of a large domi- 8700 
Bl nion; but that nobody will ſay that the actual ſtate and conſtitution 8 
Pf of Great Britain would remain, if the county of Northumberland or and 
| 4 Cornwall, the ancient kingdom of Scotland, or the principa lity of the | 
0 Wales, were detached from it. | Leg 
wy But, in the caſe of an Union, and incorporation of new parts, the each 
| incompetericy of Parliament to decompoſe them is, I think, abund- | 
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antly obvious, without adopting the foregoing opinion to its full 


extent, which I by no means do, with regard to the diſmemberment 
of ſome original fraction, or diſtrict, of what had always conſtituted 
one and the fame ſtate. The eſſential condition of ſuch an Union 
is the combination of each of the conſtituent parts into a new whole, 
in which the identical characters and qualities of thoſe parts are ſo 
loſt as that they can no where afterwards be found or reſtored. The 
contraQing parties ceaſe to exiſt, and become incapable of being re- 
vived. It is as impoſlible to replace them in ſtatu quo, as it would be 
to recover the identical parts of two images of the ſame metal, which 
may have been melted together, and caſt into one new figure made 
up of both. Phyſically, or even morally and politically ſpeaking, 
Scotland, as a country, might be again disjoined from England: it 
might again have Parliaments, as England might have ; but this 
muſt be by a proceſs exactly the ſame with that which ſhould ſeparate 
Corawall, Norfolk, Caithneſs, or Sutherland, from Great Britain. 
It would not be a redentegration or reſtoration of Scotland to her 
former ſtate, as ſhe exiſted before 1707 ; that ſtate has been melted 
down, and indiſſolubly mingled with that of England, which, in like 
manner, can never become a feparate kingdom, as of its ancient 
right. | 

If this reaſoning is as juſt and correct as it appears to me, all ap- 
prehenſions and alarms muſt neceſſarily vaniſh (alarms ſometimes 
attempted to be raiſed when it has been thought they might aſſiſt a 
little dearth of argument), of Great Britain aſſuming a right to break 


— 


through, and ſet aſide, at her pleaſure, . any incorporation of this 


kingdom and that of Ireland, which the wiſdom and patriotiſm of 
the two Parliaments may adopt. After an Union, Ireland may again 
de ſeparated from Great Britain, as England may be torn aſunder 
from Scotland, by domeſtic faction and civil war, or by foreign hoſ- 
tility ; but they never can be disjoined by any regular act of the 
united Government and Legiſlature. 

In ſhort, it appears to me that a common Parliament, ſuch as 
Was formed on the Scotch Union, and muſt be in contemplation now, 
muſt have the power of altering or repealing any of the former acts 


of either of the local Legiſlatures, i. e. either Engliſh or Scotch, 


britiſh or Iriſh, a power daily exerciſed in regard to Engliſh and 
Seotch acts made previous to 1707 ; but that ſuch common Par- 


lament cannot legitimately repeal or alter any of the fundamental 
and eſſential elauſes, artieles, or conditions of that treaty, by which 


the Union ſhall be conſtituted; fince the treaty authorized by each 
Legiſlature, concluded by commiſſioners, and then again ratified by 
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each Legiſlature, when carried into effect will render it impoſſible, 
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upon any breach, for either party to reſume. its former ſituation, and 


* avail itſelf of the nullity thereby occaſioned ; and of courſe impoſſi- 


ble, conſiſtently with moral right and duty, for the united Par. 
liament, /.e. beyond its legitimate powers, to commit ſuch a 


breach. | 


Before I proceed, the Houſe will permit me to explain what 
may otherwiſe be liable to miſrepreſentation or miſconſtrudion. 
Though I have denied the ſtrict right of the conſtituent body to de- 
liberate and decide on political queſtions, and either to limit or ex- 
tend, by ſpecial commiſſion and inſtructions, the powers veſted by 
law in their repreſentatives, yet I am very clearly of opinion, that 
the repreſentative does not perform his duty, or conſult the true in- 
tereſts of his country, who does not pay a due and reſpeAful atten- 
tion to the ſentiments, and even, in many caſes, to the jnclinations 
and wiſhes of his particular conſtituents, and of the proprietors and 
inhabitants of the place he repreſents (with whom he commonly has 
the eaſieſt means. of communication), as well as to the opinions 
which prevail in general among the different claſſes of his fellow- 


ſubjects. It is very true that there neither exiſts, nor can exiſt, any | 


legal or formal method of collecting the individual opinions and ſuf. 
frages of a whole nation; ſtill, however, the predominant ſentiment 
will force its way to the obſervation and underſtanding of the legiſ- 


lators, and will be in many, perhaps in moſt caſes, the beſt and 


moſt prudent guide for them to follow. If they neglect it, the pe- 
riod of re- election enables the voters (the majority of whom, even 
as now conſtituted in this kingdom, taking the whole country over, 


will, I believe, always be found to accord with the majority of the 


nation itſelf) to ſele others who- think more as they do on thoſe 
ſubjects of publie concern which they have neareſt their hearts. 
After all, ſome may think I might have ſpared the Houſe and 
myſelf. the trouble of the foregoing diſcuſſion, as few, very few, 
within theſe walls, have gone ſo far as directly to maintain the general 
incompetence of Parliament to ſuch a meaſure as an Union, But 
ſeveral, by expreſſions of doubt and ſurmiſe, by ambiguous words, 
ſcattered abroad at the riſk of miſleading the vulgar, the ill-informed, 
or ill-diſpoſed, among His Majeſty's ſubjeQs in Ireland, have ſet out 
with involving their opinion on this material point in oracular obſcu- 
rity, and have then gone on to aſſert, that whatever may have been 
the right of the Engliſh or of the Scotch Parliament in 1707, an 
Union between Great Britain and Ireland, or, at leaſt, ſuch an 
Union as is ſuppoſed to be intended, cannot be lawfully agreed to 


or carried into effect by either of the Parliaments of thoſe reſpective 


kingdoms. They aſſume, as the caſe I think muſt be, that in the 
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minds of thoſe who have propoſed, or are friends to the meaſure, 
the proportion of Members to be ſent by Ireland to the united 
Parliament is meant to be conſiderably leſs than the number of Bri- 
tiſn Members; which, if the example of the Scotch Union ſhall 
be followed in this particular, will remain as at preſent. This, 
it is ſaid, would, in effect, amount to a total ſurrender of the 
( legiſlative authority of Ireland to Great Britain. But the conſti- 
© tuents of the Iriſh Parliament delegated to their repreſentatives the 
© powers with which they inveſted them, for the purpoſe of exer- 
© cifing, not of ſurrendering, thoſe powers, for the purpoſe of main- 
© taining a ſupreme, independent, and excluſive Legiſlature for Ire- 
© land, not to enable them to betray and deſtroy the independency, 
© or rather the exiſtence, of the Iriſh Legiſlature, This,” it is al- 
ledged, © muſt be the caſe, if the Members for Ireland are in a 
great diſproportion to thoſe for Great Britain. Though the Bri- 


_ © tiſh Parliament, therefore, ſhould be ſuppoſed competent to recerve, 


© in acceflion to its legiſlative authority over Great Britain, the like 
© power over Ireland, the Iriſh Parliament can have no right to Be- 
© aw that power, and ſubjeR their country, in that manner, to the 
government of a foreign Legiſlature. The addition of one-fixth, 
* one-fifth, or one-fourth, to the preſent aggregate number of Britiſh 
Members, will leave the Britiſh Parliament as excluſively ſupreme 
© over Great Britain as before, and will, at the ſame time, commu- 
* nicate to Great Britain as entire a ſupremacy over Ireland as ſhe 
formerly claimed (before the epoch of 1782) when that country 
was totally unrepreſented in Great Britain.” 

In ſtating this ſort of argument, which I have endeavoured not 
to weaken or miſrepreſent, the caſe of Scotland ſeemed to militate ſo 
ſtrongly both againſt the concluſion of incompetency, and the aſſumed 


act from which that concluſion is drawn, namely, the exerciſe of ex- 


clufive power by the greater over the leſſer country, that every effort 
of ingenuity has been uſed, though unſucceſsfully, to find out ſome 
intelligible ground of diſtinction between that tranſaction and the 
meaſure now in agitation. | 5 
iſt, With regard to the fact. It is a matter of ſuch acknow- 
ledged notoriety, that in queſtions of a local nature, or which nearly 
concern the northern diviſion of this united kingdom, the-Members 
returned by Scotland have generally influenced the opinion and vote 
of the whole Houſe of Commons, that the gentlemen on the other 
ide have not been able to deny it. They have, therefore, been 
obliged to content themſelves with the hope that this, like other cir- 
eumſtanees relative to the Scotch Union, may be aſcribed to ſome- 
thing of a myſterious and undefinable nature, peculiar to the charac- 
Vol. IX, 3B By 
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ter and ſituation of that people; and they inſiſt, that whatever may 
have in practice counteraQted the natural conſequence of the ſupeti- 
ority of numbers in that caſe, it is not leſs certain that the whole le. 
giſlati ve authority over Scotland is veſted in the Engliſh Members, 
than that 5 13 is a larger number than 45. 

2d. As to the concluſion, they argue, that if the ſurrender (as they 
inſiſt on terming it) which was made by the Scotch Parliament has 
not vitiated the whole tranſaction, it is either becauſe the lapſe of 
time and long acquieſcence on the part of that country have, by a 
ſort of preſcription, confirmed the authority of the Parliament now 
denominated Britiſh, but ſtill, in effect, only Engliſh, over Scot- 
land ; or becauſe the Scotch Parliament was expreſsly empowered 
and commiſſioned by the conſtituents in that kingdom to agree to an 
Union. 

2 anſwer to theſe refinements it may be obſerved, 

That it is a new ſort of preſcription which can confirm or 
. valid, what, in its commencement, was a mere nullity; eſpe- 
cially where the acts by which this nullity has been turned into a 
right, muſt, if the argument is well founded, have been throughout 
equally null and void. If the Scotch Parliament could not, in 
1707, legally ratify the treaty of Union, the act by which they 
purported to do ſo was void; and the royal aſſent which was given 
to that act, having nothing on which it could operate, was void alſo; 
as much ſo as it would have been if given to an act by which the 
Parliament had attempted to legiſlate for France or Italy. But 
the ratification of the treaty by the Scotch Parliament was the eſſen- 
tial condition on which that of England ratified it. If, therefore, 
the act of the Scotch Parliament was a nullity, fo alſo muſt have 
been that which was only pafſed on the faith of its ſuppoſed vali- 
dity. The one was the conſideration for the other; and if Eng- 
land could reccive nothing, neither could ſhe mean to give, nor 
could give any thing; and the whole buſineſs reſembled, on her 
part, what the lawyers call a nudum pactum. 

Thus this doctrine neceſſarily leads to the inference, that the 
preſent Legiſlature of this country has no legitimate authority ; that 
the powers it exerciſes are mere uſurpation; and that no man, 
either in Scotland or, England, is bound to ſubmit to any of the laws 
which have been enàcted for near a century. 

2, When, percciving that this argument of acquieſcence fails 
by leading to ſuch a dangerous abſurdity, gentlemen reſort to ſome 
ſuppoſed ſpecial delegation from the people or conſtituent body to 
the Parliament of Scotland, it will be recollected, as I have already 
ſhown, that the electors could net, by the Conſtitution—in this re- 
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ſpect the ſame in that kingdom as in England make any ſuch de- 
legation, ſo as to give it any force or validity ; nor grant to the 
elected any peculiar powers, not incident to the mere character of 
repreſentatives duly choſen. I will now prove, that in 1707 no 
ſuch delegation was in fact attempted in Scotland. 

There is undoubtedly a paſſage or two in De Foe's Hiſtory of the 
Union, which ſeem to indicate ſomething ſpecial in the appointment, 
of the Members of the Parliament of Scotland, which concluded 
that treaty ; and a ſuppoſed ſpecific authority, in that inſtance, 
though very little taken notice of in this Houſe, has been much re- 
lied on in ſeveral ſpeeches, and in various pamphlets, in the ſiſter 
kingdom. This circumſtance induced me to beſtow ſome pains in 
the inveſtigation of the matter, the reſult of which has been, as I 
was well perſuaded it would be, what I have juſt afferted, that no 
ſuch authority was in contemplation, much lefs required or con- 
ferred, at the time of eleQing that Parliament. 

Indeed it would have been very extraordinary if the caſe had 
turned out otherwiſe, no hiſtorian of that period, or who has written 
ſinee, having ever mentioned or alluded to ſuch a fact, if we except 
thoſe ſhort and obſcure paſſages in De Fee to which I have re- 
ferred. | 

Nay, farther, in the ſeveral treaties preceding that which ſo hap- 
pily accompliſhed the object, from the acceſſion of James the Sixth 
of Scotland to the crown of England downwards, no idea of the ne- 
celſity, expediency, or, I may ſay, conſtitutionally ſpeaking, of the 
poſſibility of ſuch a reference to and delegation from the freeholders 
and burgefles, — forming themſelves, as they muſt have done, into 
what, in the modern French vocabulary, would be called primary 


aſſemblies, — ever ſeems to have been entertained. by any projeQor, 


politician, lawyer, member of parliament, miniſter, or W 
whatever. 

I will now, Sir, ſhortly ſtate what really happened in Scotland on 
the occaſion of the laſt and ſucceſsful treaty. 

The Convention Parliament, or Eſtates, which had been aſſem- 
bled in that country on the abdication, or forfeiture, of James, and 
had met early in 1689, continued undiflolved through all the reign 
of King William, and were ſummoned to meet by Queen Anne on 
the gth of June 1702, a few months after her acceſſion. The ano- 
malous formation of thoſe Eſtates is well known ; and it will not be 
pretended, that any meaſure of Union between the two kingdoms 
was, at the time of their nomination, either agitated by the A 
ſented, or given in charge to their repreſentatives. 
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The fixth Engliſh Parliament of King William, which hag 
been called by the uſual procefs (no ſpecial authority being pre- 
tended as to England), was fitting on Queen Anne's acceſſion ; and 
on the 6th of May 1702 had paſſed an act, enabling the Queen 
to appoint commiſſioners for treating of an Union between England 
and Scotland. 

As ſoon as the Scotch Parliament met after King William's 
death, this circumſtance was communicated to them in a letter from 
the Queen, and a fimilar meaſure, on their part, recommended; 
and, in conſequence thereof, a like act was paſſed on the 23d of 


ſom 

June 1702. any 
Commiſſioners were accordingly appointed on the part of each oCc; 
kingdom, and met at Weſtminſter on the 27th of October 1 702, to | 
In the mean time the Scotch Parliament, or Convention, was wit 
prorogued (3oth June), and ſoon afterwards diſſolved, as was the ſag 
Engliſh Parliament on the 2d of July 1702. But the commiſſions of 
were not to determine by this diſſolution of the reſpective Parlia- pre 
ments, but to continue in force ; and ſuch treaty as the commiſſion- the 
ers might conclude was to be ratified by the ſubſequent Parliaments ſer 
of each kingdom. W: 
From the above deduRion it is clear, that if thoſe commiſſioners el 
had in fact proceeded to the concluſion of a treaty, no ſurmiſe could to 
ever have been made, that on the part of Scotland any ſpecial man- lt 
date had ſerved as a foundation for the powers exerciſed on the 2 
occaſion. | 
A new Parliament was ſoon afterwards called, in the uſual way, | 
in England, and met on the 2oth of October 1702, a week pre- | 


vious to the meeting of the commiſſioners. 

On the 8th of September a royal 1 was publiſhed i in 
Scotland, containing the following words : 

* Whereas the late Parliament of that our antient kingdom of 
Scotland is by cur authority diſſolved, and confidering that we 
are engaged at preſent in a moſt juſt and neceſſary war; and that 
© by acts paſſed both in the Parliament of England and Scotland we 
1 are empowered, and have accordingly nominated commrſſtoners to 
* « treat of an Union betwixt theſe our kingdoms, and of other things, 
4 | © matters, and cauſes relating thereto, conform to the tenours of the 

(l ſaid acts, the concluſion of which Union to be eſtabliſhed and ra- 
99 < tified in both Parliaments, will undoubtedly conduce to the laſting 
- peace and welfare of both kingdoms ; for which cauſes, and that 
1 < we judge it neceſſary there ſhould be a Parliament in being to meet 


| on ſuch occaſions, as may require it, we have thought fit to call a 
Wo 33 2 


h had 
8 pre- 
3 and 
Queen 
neland 


liam's 
r from 
nded ; 
3d of 


each 
02. 
„ Was 
is the 
ſſions 
arlia- 


ſſion- 
ments 


oners 
could 
man- 


n the 


way, 
pre- 


ed in 


m of 
t we 
that 
d we 
＋ to 
ings, 
f the 
d ra- 
ſting 
that 
meet 
all a 


« Parliament of that our kingdom, to meet at our city of Edinburgh 
© on the 1 2th of November next. 

This paſſage, in an inſtrument of which, after a good deal of re- 
ſearch, I have been furniſhed with a copy by the obliging attention 
of the gentleman who has the care of the public records at Edinburgh, 
is the only circumſtance and fource to which I can trace the ſuppo- 
ſition of the alledged ſpecial authority of which I have been ſpeak- 
ing. I think it is no injuſtice to the gentlemen who have pleaded 
that ſpecial authority, to ſuppoſe they had conceived it to reſt upon 
ſome more ſolid and tenable ground. Indeed I have not met with 
any evidence that they, or any writer or compiler, on the preſent 
occaſion, had taken the pains I have been prompted to do (in order 
to ſift every point of this great queſtion as thoroughly as I could), 
with regard to the proceeding which may have given riſe to the paſ- 
ſages I have referred to in De Fee. But it is no wonder the fort 
of argument there ſtated is ſo looſely, generally, and ſhortly ex- 
prefſed, and that ſo little attention ſeems to have been paid to it at 
the time, or by that very hiſtorian—the only one, as I before ob- 
ſerved, who has ever hinted at it. Was the mention made of the 
war, in the ſame proclamation, a ſpecial or necetiary notice to the 
electors of Scotland to inſtruct their repreſentatives how they were 
to act in the enſuing Parliament, as to granting or refuſing ſupplies ? 
If it had been all at once diſcovered, that all former Parliaments 


»hich had entertained the queſtion of Union had exceeded the 


pwer and authority incident to their conſtitution, would there not 
hve been ſome more ſolemn and ſpeeific recital to that effect in 
theproclamation itſelf? Would that ſubject have been lumped, as 
It wre, with ſo common and uſual a cauſe for holding a Parliament 
as tte circumſtance of a war? Would not the proclamation have 
proceded to give new and peculiar directions for the method of 
commnicating to the electors the notice that they were to exerciſe a 
novel ad extraordinary fort of deliberation, and to communicate 
a new pwer to the elected, not neceffarily veſted in them by the 
act of elion and conſequent commiſſion, appointing them Mem- 
bars of th Legiſlature? Would not the preceedings at the ſubſe- 
quent eleGons, the ſummons, the returns, or, as they were called, 
and were ii fact in Scotland, the commiſſions of the perſons choſen, 
have contazed ſome reference to the ſubjet? Would not the 
minutes of ge election meetings, whether of counties or burghs, 
which in thatcountry are drawn up with ſo much form and preci- 
hon, have recrded the eſpecial object and purpoſe for calling the 
Parliament, art the inſtructions on that account given by each body 
of conſtituents * Would there have been no trace of any thing of 


wy 
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that ſort among the entries in the corporation books of Edinburgh, 
or of the other cities, towns, and boroughs of the kingdom? Would 
there not have been ſome tradition, ſome memorial, ſome narrative, 
or ſome hint of a formal, or at leaft of ſome incidental alluſion to 
the ſubject of Union at ſome of the elections of ſome conteſt 
founded on the known or declared opinions of different candidates, 
for or againſt the meaſure? And, lafily, would not the very act of 
the Scotch Parliament, which ratified the treaty, have recited the 
ſpecial power which alone warranted them in that act, and which 
their general charaQer as a Parliament did not authoriſe ? 

Now, Sir, not one of thoſe circumſtances exiſts. The proela. 
mation, the copy of which I hold in my hand, gives no particular 
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direction as to the elections. The ſummonſes for election, the miſun' 
commiſſions, the minutes, the corporation books, bear no marks or what 
figns of any thing ſpecial. Hiſtory, memoirs, tradition, are all Mr. | 
filent ; and you know, Sir, that the act of the Scotch Parliament is 10 the 
equally ſo. . exult: 

It is hardly neceſſary to wind up the narrative I have been giv- MN 
ing, by ſtating that the commiſſioners who met by virtue of the two haps. 
acts of 1702, and of whom thoſe for Scotland muſt have been the diſtin 
only perſons in the contemplation of the electors of the new Scotch of tl 
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Parliament, if thoſe eleQors had exerciſed any judgment, as ſuch, 
on the ſubje& of the propoſed Union, never came to any concluſive 
treaty or agreement. Their my were finally N on te 
39d of February 1703. 

The new Scotch Parliament did not meet till the 6th of May 
1703. On the gth of September 1703, they voted, that He en- 
1 — of Parliament, as they called it, was terminate and exinct; 
and that there ſhould be no new one without the conſent d Par- 
liament. 

In February 1764-5, the Engliſh Parliament paſſed a e act, 
empowering the Queen to appoint commiſſioners, when ſimilar 
act ſhould have paſſed the Parliament of Scotland. On ne 5th of 


April 1705, that firſt Engliſh Parliament of Queen Ann was dit- * 
ſolved, and the new one met on the 27th of October. 4 


In the mean time, after a great deal of angry proceeengs in the 
Parliament of Scotland during their firſt and ſecond ſiſion, in the le 
third, whieh began on the 28th of June 1705, an ac alſo paſſed, 
authoriſing the Queen to appoint commiſſioners. 

Under theſe two acts new commiſſions iſſued; nat for Scot- 


0 
land on the 27th of February 1705-06, and that vr England on F 


the roth of April 1706. The commiſiioners mt at Whitehall a 
on the 16th of that month: on the 22d of July ac articles were | 
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executed ; on the 16th of January 1706-7, they were (with ſeve- 
al alterations) ratified by an act of the Scotch Parliament; and on 
the bth of March of the ſame year, by the Engliſh ſtatute of 5th 
Anne, cap. 8; and the Union took effect on the firſt of May 

1707. 

780 I did, in a prior debate (11th February), declining at that 
time the argument, which was in much better hands, advert to the 
authority of ſeveral eminent perſons in Ireland, on this queſtion of 
the competency of their Parliament; and referred to a debate in the 
[Iriſh Houſe of Lords, in which the Lord Chancellor, the two 
Chief Juſtices, and the Chief Baron had voted, and three of them 


ſpoken ia ſupport of its competency. What I then ſaid has been 


miſunderſtood. I have been ſuppoſed not only to have aſſerted 
what I have juſt mentioned, and (which I alſo admit I did) that 
Mr. Foſter and Sir John Parnell had avoided giving their ſanction 
to the contrary doctrine, but to have added, with ſome triumph and 
exultation, that there had nobody been found to maintain it but 
M*Nevin and Lewins. Sir, that is not what I ſtated. I did per- 
haps diſcover the ſatisfaction I felt from the conſideration that the 
diſtinguiſhed characters I have mentioned had ſupported that fide 


of the queſtion which I thought was neceflarily eonnected both 


with the general principles of government and thoſe of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution ; but I never ſaid or meant to ſay, that no opinion had 
been deliveted of an oppoſite ſort, by any body in Ireland, except 
M*Nevin and L-wins. I merely obſerved, that the names of thoſe 
who, at the different county and other meetings which had then 


nnen place, had come to reſolutions denying the competeney, did 


not appear; and that I thought it right, in contraſt with the learned 
noblemen to whom I had referred, to mention two notorious per- 
ſons in that kingdom, who had in their own names and characters 
pronounced boldly, and without heſitation, their authoritative opi- 
nion to that effect. It was therefore unneceſſary to queſtion me 
whether I did not know in particular that three conſiderable law- 
yers, and Members of the Iriſh Parliament, had denied this compe- 
teney; and whether I doubted of their legal learning and abilities? 
| dare ſay they have denied it. J have, indeed, read in a printed 
letter, to which the name of one of thoſe gentlemen is ſubſcribed, 
That the Parliament of Ireland, true to itſelf, and honeſt to its 
* country, will never aſſume a power extrinſic of its delegation.” 
Mr. Barrington's Letter to Mr. Saurin, dated 20th January 1799.) 
Similar ſentiments may have been delivered by the other two, and 
ty others in the ſiſter Parliament; and as to the legal abilities and 


e uiremeats of tho'e gentlemen, far be it from me to expre s or en- 
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tertain any opinion to their diſparagement. One of them ] have 
the pleaſure of knowing; and that government, to which J had the 
honour of belonging when in Ireland, though ſo corrupt and wicked 
according to ſome of the honourable gentlemen on the oppoſite fide 
of this Houſe, had the advantage of receiving from him a moſt 
ſtrenuous and ſpirited ſupport. I do not recollect the other two. ! 
believe they were not in Parliament in my time, but I underſtand 
they are alſo men of talents and eloquence. But, Sir, I am per. 
ſazded thoſe gentlemen themſelves would not think it implied any 
diſreſpect to them, as members of the profeſſion to which I once had 
the honour to belong, if I were now to ſay, that the opinions of 
barriſters, however able or eminent, are not, in point of authority, 
to be put in the balance, on a great conſtitutional point, with thoſe 
of the heads of His Majeſty's ſupreme tribunals, the fathers and ora- 
cles of the law; eſpecially when thoſe great judicial tations are fo 
filled as they at preſent are. 

But, is it true, that, with a diſproportion of Members, ſuch as 
it may be ſuppoſed will be ſettled between the two countries, Ireland 
would only give, and Great Britain only acquire © I ſpeak now of 
legiſlative authority. In my judgment, quite otherwiſe. There 
would be a reciprocal, and, having regard to the reſpective weight 


of each in the ſcale of empire, an equal communication of power. 


The Lords and Commons of Great Britain would indeed acquire 
a direct ſhare in the legiſlation of Ireland, but ſo would the Lords 
and Commons of Ireland in that of Great Britain. Mutually they 
would relinquiſh, or, if gentlemen like a more exceptionable word 
better, would ſurrender, the excluſive jurifdition over their reſpec- 
tive countries ; but each would obtain a ſhare, commenſurate with 
its relative importance in the united ſtate, of the ſupreme dominion 
over the whole; and, therefore, as to the diſtinction attempted en 
the queſtion of right, how can it be contended that the Britiſh Par- 
liament may lawfully receive within its boſom, ſay 80, 100, or 120 
ſtrangers, veſting them individually. with the ſame authority as its 
original members individually poſſeſſed, if the Iriſh Parliament 
cannot, on the condition of participating, according to due propor- 
tion, in the government of Great Britain and the empire, lawfully 
admit the legiſlators of this iſland and of the empire to a ſhare, ad- 
juſted by the ſame rule of proportion, in the local government of 
Ireland? The idea that inequality of numbers would vitiate the 
tranſaction on the ſide of the weakeſt country, leads to this, as was 
well remarked by a right honourable gentleman in one of the more 
early debates (Mr. D. Ryder), that there could never be a lawful 
Union, unleſs the numbers in the united legiſlature were made Cor- 
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realy and arithmetically equal.on both fides. If fo, had England 
agreed to the unreaſonable demand, during the laſt century, on the 
part of Scotland (in 1760) of joining the two Parliaments accord- 
ing to their then exiſting numbers, or were Great Britain now to 
receive into her Houſe of Commons, all the three hundred repreſent- 


atives of Ireland, and to unite together the two Houſes of Peers as 


they now ſtand, the tranſaction would ſtill have no legal ſolidity 
the Scotch Parliament formerly, and the Iriſh Parliament now, 
would ſtill have betrayed their truſts. 

But this junction of the Parliaments, this identification or incor- 
poration of the two Houſes of each, in analogy to the identity 
which already exiſts as to the third eſtate, is treated as a deſtruction, 
an extinction, an utter annihilation of the Conſtitution of Ireland. 
The ſame terms were miſapplied in Scotland to the Union of that 
country with this ; for, ingenious and inventive in arguments on 
moſt ſubje&s as ſome of our opponents are, they will give me leave 
to ſay, that on many of the points of this queſtion, they appear to 
me mere plagiariſts, to a degree of ſervility, not only of the topics, 
but, in general, even of the very language and expreſſions which 
were then employed. Of this any man may convince himſelf by 
comparing the late debates here and elſewhere, with the Hiſtory of 
De Foe, and the Memoirs of Leckhart. | 


In the caſe of Scotland and England the miſapplication was not 


ſo great. In that caſe, the third branch of cach Legiſlature, though 
for the time it centred in the ſame perſon, was fo far from being 
inſeparably mixed, ſo as to form one indiviſible whole, that a law 
actually exiſted, * by which its ſeparation, at no diſtant period, into 
two diſtin ſovereignties, was expreſsly eſtabliſhed. 

It were to be,wiſhed that gentlemen would explain what that 
eſſential part of the Conſtitution of Ireland is, which the incorpo- 
ration of its Lords and Commons with ours will annihilate. It has 
always appeared to me, that in two principles is comprehended the 
eflence of ours and of the Iriſh Conſtitution, which, with the ex- 


ception of certain abuſes, real or imputed, of different ſorts to be 


found in each kingdom, is one and the ſame. How often have I 
heard gentlemen in the Iriſh Parliament boaſt that they enjoyed, 
how often read in the publiſhed harangues and eſſays of Iriſh poli- 
ticians, their exultation in the poſſeſſion of the Britiſh Conſtitution ! 
I fay, I have always conceived that the moſt eſſential principles of 
that Conſtitution are two: 1. That it is compoſed of three indepen- 


The Scotch act of * called the Act of Security, 1ſt Nu nent 
of Queen Anne, 2d ſeſ. C. Zo P · 723. 
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dent eftates or branches, forming checks each upon the other two. 
2. That no law can paſs, affecting the life, the liberty or property 
of the ſubject, without the concurrence of a repreſentative body 
choſen from among the people, in a mode formed on the conſider- 
ation of property and franchiſe, and conſiſting of an adequate num- 
ber of perſons ; and of ſuch a mixed deſcription, as to bring to the 
legiſlative aſſemblies competent knowledge, both of general and local 


concerns, and a ſympathy of intereſt is regard to every thing that 
can affect their conſtituents and the nation at large. 


But, Sir, after making the beſt ſtand they can on this quickſand 
of incompetency, the gentlemen proceed to the real merits of the 
queſtion, and expreſsly deny that Ireland will reap any benefit from 
3 the meaſure ; meaning, I ſuppoſe, alſo to deny, that it will prove 
i | beneficial to this country, or to the empire at large. I ſuppoſe they 
mean this, becauſe I think that any man of good ſenſe, or who is a 
real friend to Ireland, can disjoin her intereſts from thoſe of this king- 
dom, and of the other parts of the Britiſh dominions, or contend 
that any great arrangement is unadviſable and unjuſt, which ſhall 
tend to the general advantage of thoſe other branches of the empire, 
merely becauſe no particular advantage may, accrue to Ireland, pro- 


3 


Now, Sir, if this deſeription is in any degree true, how ean it be * 
ſaid, that the combining into one ſupreme Imperial Council a juſt her 
number of the repreſentatives of both nations for one Houſe, and of 
the Peers for the other, will be the annihilation of the Conſtitution ? eil 
The Legiſlature of the empire may, in my opinion, in one point * 
of view, and that perhaps the moſt enlarged and the ſoundeſt, be _ 
conſidered as one great political machine; eonſiſting of one and the 4 
ſame ſupreme head, both executive and legiſlative 3 to which are * 
attached, or linked and knit, two ſeparate Members, while each of 2 

| thoſe two is ſubdivided again into two analogous parts : the one 1 
1 Member, the Lords and Commons of Great Britain, empowered to 10 
q prepare for the Sovereign's deliberation, ſanction, or rejection, what- > 
4 ever may ſeem neceſſary for Great Britain, and for the empire at ; 
If large; the other, the Lords and Commons of Ireland, poſſeſſing M 
bo only, but exclufively—as far as ſuch excluſion is conſiſtent with the - 
Fe idea of an unity of empire, either on the preſent or any other poſſi- : 
? ble frame of ſuch a machine—the ſame power as to the kingdom of 
q Ireland. Let me afk, whether this machine, conſidered theoreti- 0 
. cally at leaſt, would not be ſimpliſied, its ſtructure improved, and a 
"tf the two eſſential objects I have pointed out, better ſecured, by blend- p 
1 ing and incorporating, in a fit proportion, the two ſeparate mem- : 
RK bers into one | 
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vided that country is not 1 expoſed to ſome detriment or | 


danger. 

Let us therefore examine a few of the moſt prominent circum- 
ſtances of advantage which may be reaſonably expected to flow from 
an Union, in the firſt place, 40 Great Britain, and to the reſt of His 
Majeſty's dominions ; but, ſecondly, to Ireland ;—conſidering the 
ſubje& in a general view of legiſlative and executive government, 
of commerce, manufactures, and agriculture, of internal peace, civi- 
lization, and proſperity ; under which heads we may alſo diſcuſs 
ſome of the principal objections which have been relied on, either 
here or in the ſiſter country. 

With regard to this country, its legiſlative and executive coun- 
cils would no longer be liable to be perplexed in conſequence of 
the diſtin& machinery of a ſeparate Iriſh Parliament, nor the ge- 
neral government continue in conſtant danger of miſapprehenſion 
and diſputes, and ſubject to the inconveniences which inevitably 
ariſe from circuity of communication, and the impediments and 
embarraſſing modifications to which jealouſy or ignorance on the 


one ſide or the other will fo often give occafion (while things remain 


as they are), in many of the moſt important concerns of the 
empire. 

In other reſpedts i it may be difficult to foreſee any immediate ad- 
vantage to Great Britain; to her manufaQures, her agriculture, 
her trade, or general profperity. Some people, indeed, rather ap- 
prehend danger to Britiſh commerce and manufaQures ; and that 
ſuppoſed migration of capital and ſkill to a cheaper country, to a 
country poſſeſſing a ſuperiority of ſituation as to many branches of 
buſineſs which has been often the ſubje& of public diſcuſſion, is 
argued upon as a too probable conſequence of an Union. (Mr. Peel's 
Speech.) To this it might be a ſufficient anſwer for the ſtateſman 
to ſay, that if what one part of the united kingdom ſhall loſe ano- 
ther will again, there will be no public detriment to the whole. 
But that anſwer, I own, ſounds harſh to my ears. I think you 
ought not, on ſuch general conſiderations of policy, to overlook the 
feelings and intereſts of the numerous individuals and clafſes of men, 
who have, as it were, localized their ingenuity, their induſtry, their 
wealth, and their habits of life, under the countenance and implied 


faith of pre-exiſting laws and inſtitutions. There is a better an- 


ſwer, I believe, in the fact, that capital and induſtry ſo localized 
are not eaſily influenced at once to change their ſituation, by ſuch 
temptations, The attempts which have been made, at various 
times, to transfer, by ſome ſudden effort of ſpeculation and enter- 
Priſe, Engliſh money and credit, and Engliſh art and {kill, to cheaper 
3 C 2 
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and-more eligible places in Scotland, Wales, and even Ireland, have 
rarely been ſucceſsful, or perſevered in; and it is no inconſiderable 
illuſtration and proof of this poſition, that, even with regard to ex- 
ternal trade, which is certainly more locomotive than manufaQures, 


practie 
ſay, th 
two H 


Britiſh 


thoſe towns and ports where accident at firſt ; and a long ſeries of detri m 
cauſes afterwards, have operated to eſtabliſh it, are ſeldom or never the tw 
out-rivalled, or their commerce drawn off, by any exertions, however identit 
powerful, in favour of ſituations better adapted by nature for carrying and es 
it on. and ſe 

Gradually, however, after an Union, Ireland will undoubtedly taken 
attract much wealth, capital, and eredit from this eountry, not only formi! 
by the circumſtances of advantage to which I have alluded, but alſo, diſeuſ 
more eſpecially, becauſe an uniformity of laws and legiſlature will Ke. b 


give greater confidence to thoſe. who may be diſpoſed to embark in 

, enterpriſes of ſpeculation, or place their money on commercial or 
landed ſecurities in that kingdom. This, one ſhould think, would 
be a ſtrong and reaſonable argument for Ireland (of which after- 
wards) ; but ſuch gradual benefit to be reaped by her, will not af- 
feQ the intereſts of individuals now engaged in buſineſs here, and 
will unqueſtionably, from the known principles and hiſtory of public 
wealth, tend in its progreſs, by multiplying intercourſe, and the re- 
turns of profit in and between both countries, to increaſe the riches 
of both, and of the whole empire. 

Let us now give a moment's conſideration to the effects of the 
propoſed Union on that empire, as an aggregate of which, Great 
Britain and Ireland form the two chief and preponderating 
members. 

And here, Sir, it will be enough juſt to obſerve, what no man, 
I think, can deny, that in all caſes where it is practicable, one 
general, ſuperintending, and controlling Legiſlature, is the beſt 
fitted for the ſteady, conſiſtent, and rational government of all the 
parts of that combination of individuals and territories which con- 
ſtitutes what is denominated a ſtate. 

To endeavour to enforce this poſition by a long train of argu- 


ment, indiſputable as I conceive it to be, would be an unwarrant- Ir 
able waſte of time and words, 07 
It has, indeed, been ſaid, in anſwer to thoſe who have pointed | 


out the obvious inconvenience which might ariſe from a difference 
Ee of opinion on any great imperial queſtion, as of peace and war, be- 
| tween two diſtin Parliaments, that equal inconvenience would 
follow from a difference of a like fort between the ſeveral branches 
of the ſame Parliament; but that ſuch differences, though they 
may be ſuggeſted by theory, have not been found to happen in 
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practice. (Mr. Foſter's ſpeech, p. 54, 55.) I muſt beg leave to 
ſay, that they certainly ſometimes have happened, both between the 
two Houſes, and between thoſe Houſes and the Sovereign, in the 
Britiſh Parliament, and with the hazard, at leaſt, of conſiderable 
detriment to the State. But there are material diſtindtions between 
the two caſes which have been thus brought into compariſon. The 
identity of intereſt between the ſeveral branches of the legiſlative 
and executive government of the ſame country, is much more direct 
and ſenſible, and therefore, on diſcuſſion, much leſs apt to be miſ- 
taken by either, than what exiſts between two Kingdoms, though 
forming parts of the ſame empire : beſides, there is a facility of 
diſcuſſion and explanation, by conference, addreſs, remonſtrance, 
e. between the reſpective branches of the fame Parliament, which 
cannot take place between two diſtin& Legiſlatures. 

It is alſo ſaid, that the checks which the proceedings of the 
three branches of the ſame Parliament produce, furniſh a principle 
to which our Conſtitution owes its ſtability, and that ſimilar checks 
exiſt between the two ſiſter Parliaments. (Mr. Ffer's ſpeech, p. 55.) 
No doubt this is true to a certain extent; but it would be caſy to 
ſhow, that in the caſe of the two Parliaments ſuch checks exiſt in a 
very imperfect degree, without any foundation in their formal and 
legal conſtitutions, * and with little more force or efficacy than thoſe 
which prevail in the relations of different ſtates, having common 
intereſts, but no link or connection in their governments. Such 
cheeks between the different nations of our part of the globe, con- 
tributed for a time to maintain what uſed to be called the balance 
of Furope ; but although thoſe of a more ſubſtantial and operative 
kind, in concurrence with other cauſes, have to this day preſerved, 
and, I truſt, if perpetuity can belong to human inſtitutions, will 
ever preſerve our frame of government, the other and inferior 
ſort has not been found of equal power in giving permanency to that 
balance. 

I adinit that circumſtances of diſtance (there may be others) are 
ſometimes ſuch as to render fo deſirable an object as one common 
Imperial Legiſlature impracticable. Such I take to have been the 
eaſe with regard to our colonies in North America. I believe all 
ſober men of all parties, both here and on that continent, would 


* This is not inconſiſtent with what is afterwards ſaid of the juriſdic- 


tion the Britiſh Parliament may exerciſe over the executive miniſters who 


adviſe the King in aſſenting to, or rejecting Iriſh bills, That juriſdiction 
is without power to ſtop ſuch aſſent or rejection; and, therefore, forms no 
immediate or abſolute check, though it may afterwards puniſh thoſe who 
have adviſed the Crown to give or refuſe its aſſent, 
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Britain and their conſtituents in America, ſeem to me to have 
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have agreed, that, could it have been done, the admiſſion into the 
Britiſh Parliament of an adequate number of repreſentatives from 
thence, would have been the happieſt method of reconciling the 
diſputes and removing the difficulties which terminated in a civil 
war, and the ſeparation of that country from the empire. Dr. Adam 
Smith, and many others, recommended the experiment. The im- 
menſe diſtance, and the uncertainty of regular, periodical, frequent, 
and early communication between American repreſentatives in Great 


oppoled inſurmountable obſtacles to ſuch a plan. 

But that no valid objection of a like natute exiſts in the caſe of 
Ireland, is, I think, abundantly manifeſt. Some gentlemen, in- 
deed, of that country, have expreſſed, in very ſtrong language, their 
ideas of the inconvenience which would attend what they quaintly 
term a franſmarine Parliament; and one learned barriſter, at the 
celebrated meeting of the profeſſion which took place early in 
Dublin, is ſtated to have pronounced, That a Britiſh Miniſter 
© fhalt not, and cannot, plant another Sicily in the boſom of the 
© Atlantic, and that God and Nature never intended that Ireland 
© ſhould be a province: (Debates of the Iriſh Bar, 9th December 
1798, p. 47.) 

If by this is meant, that the intervening channel is, in the nature 
of things, an inſuperable difficulty in the way of a legiſlative Union; 
J anſwer, that in principle (however widely the caſes differ in im- 
portance) the reaſon would equally apply to the iſlands of Orkney 
and Shetland, and would have applied, in former times, to the town 
of Calais. As to the idea, that Ireland, by an Union, will, in any 
degrading or offenſive ſenſe of the word, become a province, in any 
other ſenſe than that according to which ſhe and Great Britain are 
now provinces of the general empire, I deny it. Ireland, indeed, 
will no longer be a diſtin kingdom; but neither will Great 
Britain: they will both become, as it were, aliquot parts of one 
incorporated realm, inſtead of remaining ſeparate integral parts of 
the empire. - ; | 

It is true, that the interpoſition of the ſea forms a geographical 
ſeparation between them, which did not exiſt in the caſe of England 
and Scotland : but, on the other hand, Dublin is nearer to London 
than , Edinburgh is; and the journey, notwithſtanding the ſea 
paſſage, is, I believe, in general, performed in a ſhorter time; 
Cork, Limerick, and Londonderry, the moſt diſtant conſiderable 


cities in Ireland from the Britiſh metropolis, are nearer to it than 


ſeveral of the principal towns in the north of Scotland; and no 
part of Ireland is fo far removed from this city as the counties of 
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gutherland and Caithneſs ; not to mention again the Orkney and 
the Shetland Iſlands. 

Befides, it is to be obſerved, that Great Britain is the only neigh- 
bour of Ireland, and that, while the eaftern coaſt of Scotland is 
open to a near and eaſy intercourſe with other countries, Great 
Britain intercepts almoſt entirely all direct communication between 
Ireland and the continent of Europe, while the immenſe expanſe of 
the Atlantic divides that ifland from all other parts of the globe. 

If we add to theſe confiderations the many and important fa- 
cilities, or rather invitations, to a more thorough incorporation of 
England and Ireland—and which now muſt comprehend Scotland 
—that did not exiſt in the former caſe ; the ſame ſyſtem of laws, 
civil and commercial ; the ſame rules of property ; ſimilar tribu- 
nals ; correſponding forms of legiſlature ; a common origin ; ex- 
tenſive conſanguinity, and intermarriages; the great number of 
thoſe who, by ſucceflion or acquiſition, are daily becoming owners 
of land in both kingdoms ; the fame eſtabliſhed religion; the ſame 
courſe of education, &c. &c. ;—if we confider all theſe circum- 
ſtances, that of abſolute territorial contiguity ſeems to be infinitely 
outweighed, and, as it were, totally to vaniſh from our ſight. 

Having incidentally cleared away, as I flatter myſelf I have, 
this objection of the want of immediate juxta-poſition, I ſhall not, 
for the preſent, revert to any farther examination of more general, 
or, as they are often called, imperial confiderations ; but will now 
proceed to take a view of ſome of the peculiar benefits which I 
think Ireland would derive from the propoſed arrangement. 

At preſent, ſhe has no ſhare whatever in the legiſlation of Great 
Britain, nor, as I have always heard admitted, in that of the 
empire. Her Parliament can take no part in the regulations 
neceſſary for the government and adminiſtratiom of our foreign poſ- 
ſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, i in Afia, Africa, or Amediea, of 
thoſe in the Mediterranean, or even of thoſe in her own immediate 
neighbourhood, in St. George's Channel, or on the weſtern coaſt of 
France. Is any one ſo ignorant as not to perceive how materially 
fuch regulations may affect the commercial and political intereſts of 
Ireland ? 

On the admiſſion of her repreſentatives among thoſe of this 
Wand, ſhe will immediately acquire her proportionate ſhare in all 
thoſe great concerns; a voice in the legiſlative government of 
Great Britain, and of every part of the Britiſh dominions. 

This is not all: Ireland will not only have this ſhare of general | 
legiſlation, through the influence and ſuffrages of her own imme- 
diate . ; (he will alſo be repreſented and entitled to 
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often mixes itſelf in theſe debate and has, as we have ſeen, been 


trary, be then the duty; and on all great points will, I am ſatisfied, 


equally applicable to Ireland, might eaſily be ſtated ; but it is enough 


ratio of the comparative weight and importance of the two countries 


they will either ſupinely or partially ſhut out from their minds im- 
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ſpeak through the influence and ſuffrages of every one of the 515 
Members choſen in this iſland. This was ably pointed out in a 
former debate, by a gentleman (Mr. Peel), who, on that occaficn, 
diſcovered the moſt enlarged and liberal views of general Policy, 
united to the ſoundeſt ſpeculative as well as praRtical knowledge of 
commerce and manufaQuures. | 
And here we may perceive the groſs fallacy of the idea which ſo 


founded on in the argument of incompetency, viz. that the con- 
cerns of Ireland will be ſolely and excluſively attended to, and this 
too on a principle of oppoſition and hoſtility, by the ſmaller number 
of Members which ſhe will have to chooſe. It will, on the con- 


be the deſire and the true intereſt of thoſe eleRed here, to give their 
due weight to the intereſis, general or local, of Ireland, in their 
deliberations and in their votes; and in cafes where they do not, I 
am apt to believe, what reſpects Ireland will be wholly left to the 
decifion of the Iriſh Members, as I have already obſerved to have 
happened ſo generally in regard to the Scotch Members of the 
Britiſh Parliament, when the ſubject before the Legiſlature has 
merely related to Scotland. Natural and fair reaſons for this, and 


here to appeal to the fact, which has been ſo notorious, that when 
my right honourable friend aſked in a former debate, whether Scot- 
land had, in conſequence of her comparatively ſmall number ot 
forty-five Members, been oppreſſed or taxed beyond her proportion 
fince the Union ? the mere ſuppoſition, ſo contrary to experience, 
forced a ſmile from the gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe. 

© But, as I have juſt ſaid, every individual in the united Parlia- 
ment will, in principle, and as a duty, have veſted in him a portion 
of Britiſh and alſo a portion of Iriſh repreſentation, and this in the 


in the general ſcale: and do not let gentlemen pay ſo poor a com- 
pliment to the candour. and wiſdom of Britiſh Legiſlators as to think 


portant objects which may more immediately concern Ireland, but 
che deciſion on which cannot but alſo affect the welfare of the whole 
united kingdom. Many, indeed, choſen for Great Britain will feel 
even perſonal motives as ſtrong or ſtronger for looking to the ad- 
vantage of Ireland as for conſulting that of this country. Have 
we, for inſtance, any reaſon to ſuppoſe that the honourable Member 


for Stafford, if he ſhould happily fail, as I truſt he will, in the 


odject of his preſent miſtaken zeal, and the Union ſhould be cſta- 
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bliſhed, will be a leſs vigilant guardian of the privileges and in- 
tereſts of his native land, than of thoſe of the country he has 
thought fit to adopt? Or will a native of Great Britain, if he 


happens alſo to be a merchant principally engaged in Iriſh com- 


merce, and looking to that country as the ſource of his wealth and 
fortune ; will the opulent Engliſh mortgagee of an eſtate in Ireland, 
(of which deſcription ſome, I believe, have now ſeats in this Houſe,) 
will men of that ſort, Members choſen for Britiſh ſeats, to the united 
Parliament, be apt to overlook that part of their duty which they 


will owe to the ſiſter iſland ? Such gentlemen are even now prompt 


enough, and I mention it to their honour, to ſpeak as if they 
already repreſented Ireland here, But, as matters ſtand, they can 
hardly do ſo conſtitutionally, and certainly not effeQually. If an 
Union take place, ſuch a conduct will de at once reconcileable to 
their inclination, their rights, and their duty. 

Sir, it has been a very common objeQion in Ireland to meaſures 
affecting that country undertaken by the government here, that 
Miniſters in London, with all the opportunities their ſtations may 
furniſh, and their ſenſe of duty urge them to improve, have not the 
means of acquiring ſuch an habitual and detailed knowledge of the 
characters, circumſtances, and intereſts of that kingdom, as would 
have been neceſſary to enable them to have judged with ſufficient 
certainty of the juſtice or policy of ſuch meaſures. I do not mean 
here to refer to thoſe perſons in that kingdom who have borrowed 
from the phraſcology of their predeceſſors in Scotland the inflamma- 
tory and inapplicable terms of foreign government, foreign cabinet, 
fireign miniſters, &c. I ſpeak of many men firmly attached to the 
connexion with Britain and the intereſts of the cmpire, and who 
conſider Iriſnmen and Britons not as foreigners to each other, but 
as friends and countrymen, living under the allegiance of the ſame 
ſovereign, and entitled reciprocally to all the privileges I was going 
to ſay of citizenſhip, but that word has been profaned, —of natural 
born. ſubjẽcts, in either kingdom. Men even of that deſcription 
= not unfrequently heaed to ſay, The Government in England 

is unacquainted with the concerns and the people of this country. 
* They ſeldom interfere without doing harm. Why do they not 
leave us to ourſelves ? 
It is needleſs to argue the obvious inadmiſſibility of the conelu- | 


ſion thus drawn from premiſes concerning the truth of which it is 


not my bufineſs to inquire. The adminiſtrators of the ſupreme 

ſuperintending gavernment of the empire, in all its parts, muſt re- 

ide near the perſon of the Sovereign. But though we cannot give 
Vor- IX. 55 3 D 
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way to the principle, it does not follow that the facts may not, in 
ſome inſtances, have proved more or leſs true. 

Nov, Sir, the incorporation of the legiſlatures would, I think, 
by the frequent preſence of the Iriſh Peers and Commoners at the 
ſeat of general government, afford a perfect cure to this evil. Men 
thoroughly acquainted with all the affairs of that kingdom; natives, 
probably, of all or-moſt of the different cities and counties ; perſons 
poſſeſſing property, engaged in trade and manufaQures, or exerci- 
ſing profeſſions over the whole extent of the country, would be then, 
during the fitting of Parliament, ready on the ſpot to repreſent to 
the Miniſters, or even ſubmit directly to the Sovereign; and when 
the occaſion called on them, in the different ſtages of any meaſure, 
or on the firſt preſſure of any emergency, would have it in their 
power to bring before the eyes of the impartial Legiſlature itſelf, 
and ſupport in both Houſes, by their weight, their talents, and their 
ſuffrages, whatever their duty to their country, or to their immediate 
conſtituents, might ſeem to require. 

But the moſt ſeducing topic with the vulgar, and with ſome alſo 
in Ireland of a higher clafs, who poſſeſs a ſtronger ſenſe than under- 
ſtanding of national dignity and honour, has been the independence 
of their country. This is repreſented as ſo inſeparably connected 
with the Parliament they now enjoy, that when the mode of theit 
jegiſlation ſhall be changed, and they ſhall ceaſe to have this Parlia- 
ment excluſively their own, they imagine the nation muſt ceaſe to 
be independent, and that they will become a debaſed and degraded 
people. Sir, when ſuch a change as is propoſed is confidered as a 
degradation and debaſement, it certainly muſt ariſe from ſome con- 
fuſion in the ideas annexed to thoſe words. | 

If Ireland and its Parliament ſhall be incorporated with the Bri- 
tiſh nation and Parliament, they will undoubtedly loſe their diſtindt- 
neſs and identity. They will no longer have a ſeparate political 
exiſtence ; they will become, but ſo will Great Britain and her Par- 

-liament, parts only of the united whole; and in as far as a part 
cannot be faid to be independent of the other parts, Ircland will, in 
that ſenſe, become dependent on Great Britain, but ſo will Great 
Britain on Ireland, If after this it ſhall be contended that the leſſer 
part is more dependent than the greater, the argument will be found 
to reſolve itſelf into what we have already diſcuſſed, namely, the 
effecis of the diſproportion of numbers between the Iriſh and Britiſh 
Members of the common Parliament. 

May 1, however, be permitted to aſk whether the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment, even ſince the boaſted Revolution or Conſtitution of 1782, 
is, or ever can, in its ſeparate, yet connected ſlate, be totally inde- 
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pendent ? I know, Sir, that this may be reckoned delicate ground, 
but it has been, unguardedly I think, reſorted to by the enemies of 
an Union, and I but follow them in entering upon it; and, beſides, 
| feel too ſtrongly the ties of duty and affection by which I hold 
myſelf to be connected with that country as well as this, to avoid 
any part of the argument, which has been rendered neceſſary to a 
ſound deciſion, merely becauſe, if ill-underſtood, what I may ſay 
upon it may prove unpopular in the neghbouring kingdom. In 
fuch circumſtances maluerim verts offendere quam placere adulando. 
Is then a Parliament independent, whoſe proceedings cannot re- 


ceive the force of law without the act of perſons not members of 


that Parliament in any of its branches, and who, in acting or refuſing 
to act in that reſpect, are themſelves reſponſible to another Parlia- 
ment? Yet that this is the very condition and ſtate of the Iriſh 
Parliament is clear from the ſtatute book of Ireland ; and, indeed, 
its being ſo is fondly conſidered by ſome of the moſt able, though, 
alas! alſo moſt prejudiced oppoſers of an Union, as eſſential to the 
happy connection of that country with this. The ſtatute (Iriſh 
© St. 20. & 22 Geo. III. c. 47 ) enacts, that no bill ſhall paſs 
© into a law in Ireland, unleſs it be returned under the Great Seal 
© of Great Britain; thus not leaving the connection of the two 
* kingdoms a bare junction under one ſovereign, but ſecuring the 
* continuance of that connection, by making the Britiſh Miniſter 
© anſwerable to the Britiſh nation a e. the Britiſh Parliament), if 
any law ſhould receive the royal aſſent in Ireland which could i in 
any way injure the empire, be incompatible with its imperial in- 
* tereſts, or tend to G Ireland from it.“ (Mr: Foſter's 
Speech, p. 24). 

To analyſe this matter more in detail. The Great Seal of Great 
Britain cannot be put to an Iriſh bill but by the Chancellor or Lord 


Keeper of that Seal, who will ſeldom execute this duty of his office 


without the concurrence of thoſe other Miniſters of State, members 


of the Britiſh Council, who conſtitute what is called the Cabinet. 


Every act ſo done, though under the command of the King, is an 
executive, not a legiſlative act, which the Miniſter adviſes, and per- 
forms at his peril, liable to be called to account for it by impeach- 


ment in this Parliament. His Majeſty's perſonal expreſſion of his 


aſſent to an Triſh ſtatute is perhaps as purely legiſlative as that by 
which he aſſents to a Britiſh law; but every public act done by a 
ſubject, except his ſpeaking and voting in Parliament, is in its na- 
ture executive, and that for which he is reſponſible. In the ſen- 


tence I juſt now took the liberty to repeat, there ſeems to be im- 


plied ſome notion or ſuggeſtion that the reſponſibility of the Britim 
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Miniſters is confined to the caſe of Iriſh ſtatutes affecting the empire 
at large, or tending to a ſeparation of the two kingdoms. The 
Iriſh act referred to ſays no ſuch thing. It is indeed very com. 
mon to hear a diſtinction made between acts of the Iriſh Parliament, 
concerning the local policy and intereſts of that kingdom, and thoſe 
whoſe objects are imperial. In a popular ſenſe, and in extreme 
caſes, ſuch a diſtinction no doubt exiſts. A road or eſtate bill in 
Ireland can hardly, by any poſſibility, concern the empire at large; 
and it might be folly in a Britiſh Chancellor or Cabinet to exerciſe 
any judgment, or apprehend any reſponſibility, in regard to it. But 
the law draws no line, and in every Iriſh ſtatute of any conſiderable 
moment, the empire muſt be more or leſs concerned. Who is to 
judge of the degree in which it is ſo, or of the propriety and ſafety 
of adviſing His Majeſty to receive or reje& any ſuch ſtatute ? who 
but the Miniſter or Miniſters who may be queſtioned for giving that 
advice, and carrying it into effect; a queſtion which any member 
for any county or borongh in this kingdom may ſtir whenever he 
pleaſes: I muſt therefore aſk again, whether this does not prove 
that there ſtill remains not a ſhadowy, but a real and ſubſtantial 
{ſubordination or dependence of the Iriſh on the Britiſh Parliament; 
a deperidence or ſubordination inherent in the very nature of the 
preſent mode of connection between the two countries. 

With regard to the executive government, its ſubordination is 
ſtill more obvious. The King's ſolemn commands, to be exechted 
in Ireland, are either communicated to the Lord Lieutenant when 
he enters upon his office, by his commiſſion and general inftruQions 


* The following paſſage will be found entirely to agree with what is 
above ſtated : I do not hefitate to ſay, that in thus rendering the Great 
Seal of Britain neceſſary to the paſiing an Iriſh law, if we created a theo- 
© retic difference in the conftitution of the two kingdoms, which renders 
© ours inferior, it is one not injurious to us, but neceſary from our fituation 
in the empire,” (Mr. Fefter's Speech, p. 24.) To ſome of the concluding 
parts of the ſame paragraph I can by no means aſſent, viz. And one with 
which we are content, and which ſecures Union and connefion on a fim 
* and laſting baſis.” The perſon whoſe words theſe are, and moſt of the 
friends of Eren Britain in Ireland, may be content with the inferiority he 
mentions, or at leaſt prefer it to the misfortune of ſeparation; but how it 


— 


ſhould be thought that a mere act of the Iriſh Parliament, which may be 


0 | as it was enacted, can ſecure a laſting Union and connection, 
eſpecially with our late experience of the alarming exertions of ſo many 
enemies of Great Britain, at home and abroad, to deſtroy that connection, 

| Is really matter of ſurpriſe, Is the Iriſh act of 21 & 22 Geo. III. a parch- 

* zxent roll of greater and more permanent force and virtue than a treaty 
of Union, ratified by both Legiſlatures, would be? (Mr. Foſters 
dpeech, p. 51, 63.) 5 | 
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under the ſeals of Great Britain, or by King's letters, tranſmitted 
from time to time, and counterſigned by one of the Secretaries of 
State, or, in revenue matters, by the Lord Treaſurer or three of the 
Lords of the Treaſury. This courſe of buſineſs, if I recolle& 
rightly, is reported to have been ſtated nearly as I have taken the 
liberty of doing, by a diſtinguiſhed Peer of both kingdoms (Earl of 
Moira) in the Iriſh Houſe of Lords, about a year ago. (Report of 
the Debate on the Earl of Moira's motion, 19th Feb. 1798, p. 46.) 
What is the conſequence of all this? Ireland is fill jealous of 
her independency. We are told by many, that ſhe conquered that in- 
dependency, and will maintain it by the ſword : ſhe therefore revolts 
at the practical exerciſe of powers conſtitutionally veſted in the Par- 
liament and Minifters of this country. The government here, 
partly from the fear of rene ing former or exciting new animoſities, 
partly from other cauſes, are ſuppoſed in general cafes to leave mat- 
ters to the Iriſh Parliament, and the Miniftcrs of that country. 
From time to time, however, points will occur where there may ap- 
pear ſtrong and cogent reaſons for their exerciſing their own judg- 
ment and diſcretion, and this perhaps in a manner contrary to the 
ſentiments prevailing with the ſervants of the Crown in Ireland. 
In ſuch caſes the difficulty may often be ſurmounted by the pru- 
dence of confidential intercourſe, and the adoption of ſome middle 
way, ſuggeſted by good temper and good ſenſe on the one fide and 
the other, ſo as not to alarm the dignity of Ireland, or commit the 
imperial authority reſident here. But more than once, even ſince 
| have had my attention directed to Iriſh affairs, ſituations have 
ariſen in which the Engliſh Miniſtry have thought it their duty 
(whether they were nicht or wrong on thoſe particular occaſions, is 
not now the point) to exerciſe, without ſuch a temperature, an im- 
mediate controlling authority in Ireland. Now, Sir, whenever 
this has happened they have incurred more than the hazard of 
rouſing the jealouſy, and affronting the high ſpirit of ſome of thoſe 
perſons in that kingdom who had been accuſtomed to a leading 
ſhare in the meaſures of her government, and may think they are 
conſcious to themſelves of a ſuperior knowledge of her affairs. 

Here then is a dilemma which has already occafioned many dif- 
hculties, and which, unleſs ſome remedy can be applied, and ſome 
alteration take place, will, I fear, -in future, be the ſource'of grow- 
ing embarraſſment to both governments, and much ill blood between 
the two countries; nor can J ſee the poſſibility of any alteration 


which can have the effect of a remedy whilſt the preſent ſyſtem re- 


mains. His Majeſty, in order to exerciſe his legiſlative. and exe- 
eutive functions, muſt either go to Ireland; or he muſt exerciſe 


— — - »» 
— 


2 
23 
293 


N 
t 
4 
7 
, 
's 
i» 

j 


bevy — torr - 4 © —_— — 
- T we +». _— - be 
9 . —— 
—— = PRI — — 


2 "_— - = _— - 
o — — —— ha - — — oo ALS — 
— — 2 1 — 8 _— 9 7 7 * * 


* 


SP * * 
Ai 4 . 
„ 


Wes "x 


- . we br ov 
og FA a Bs. 


—" \ J > 
* pO LR 4 „ a. 4 
hes So 2 . 
0 * 2 * PAR) b 


„ 
23631 


* _ * — 
— 2221 _ 13 


— — a Se} ” 3234. 2 
2 * a * * * ** * * 6 4 =_ 
8 — S rr — eg ae 3 n 2 8 * 
* —— Wr * ik A * 4 p 
m__ N * : 
— r — A > — —2 "ED * 
* 


3 «a+ 4 


7 
* * Mm = P — * 4 — 4 — 2 


"_ 

K 7 + ö 

wat rn 
is + _- * 4 * 


anc as St 


336 PARLIAMENTARY 
them through the medium of ſervants, reſponſible and impeachable 


here; or Ireland, by its repreſentatives, muſt come to England. 


The firſt af thefe plans would, only remove the difficulty as to Ire- 
land by throwing it upon Great Britain; and beſides, the reſidence 
of the King of the Britiſh dominions any where but in Great Bri. 
tain will hardly be propoſed. The fecond we have ſhown to be 
incompatible with the real independency of Iriſh legiſlative and exe. 
cutive government. The third, therefore, only remains; i. e. ſuch 
a legiſlative Union and incorporation, as that the Iriſh nation ſhal] 
be repreſented in this country by an adequate number of Lords and 
Commoners, returned to ſerve at Weſtminſter in a common or 
united Parliament. Then, indeed, it will be no longer true of 
Ireland, that ſhe © muſt tamely follow Great Britain with ſubmiſ- 
© fion and ſubſerviency* ; then ſhe will be no longer gens que juxta, 
Jacet, dubiæ lilertatis ; the country and its legiſlation will then, by 
their identification with this, be truly independent. They never can 
be ſo otherwiſe, unleſs Ireland will ſeparate herſelf from Great 


Britain, and can truſt to her own ſtrength and means in reſiſting, or 


to the liberality of our enemies in not attempting to impoſe upon her 
the yoke of a government really foreign. 

Having faid ſo much on the topics of general policy, in reſpec to 
legiſlation and executive government, I will now, with the leave of 


the Houſe, examine this queſtion of Union, as it may affect the in- 


tereſts of Ireland in her trade, manufaQures, and agriculture ; in- 
tereſts which, when rightly underſtood, mutually aſſiſt each other, 
and which may be conſidered together, being liable in moſt inſtances 
to be improved or injured by the ſame cauſes. 

The advocates againſt an Union have uſed much ſubtilty, though, 
in general, little method or order, in arguing this part of the ſubjeR. 
As far as I have been able to arrange what they have faid, they 
ſeem to contend that Ireland is now in a moſt flouriſhing ſituation, 
and in a ſtate of progreſſive improvement ; that ſhe owes this, in 
the firſt place, to a compact under which her linen trade has been 
cultivated with the moſt happy ſucceſs; and in the next, to that 
more ſolemn compact with Great Britain, the glorious conſtitu- 
© tion of 1782, which enabled her to legiſlate for herſelf, and ſe- 
cure, protect, and cheriſh by her own vigilant attention to the great 
objects of her proſperity, that trade, and all the other branches of 
her commerce, her manufactures, and her agriculture, 

Theſe compaQts they treat as binding and complete. They can- 
not be departed from, and nothing farther is wanting to the growing 
proſperity and ſafety · of Ireland. But an Union would annul them, 
would ſhake or deſtroy every ſecurity which they have eſtabliſned, 


and would ſubſtitute in their place, the capricious, ſelfiſh, and deſ- 
potic will of an unjuſt, narrow-minded, and rapaci8us rival. 
Theſe, perhaps, are not the words, but I think they expreſs, and do 


not exaggerate the meaning of what has been frequently and very 


recently inſiſted upon. 


Let us therefore a little inquire, but, as far as we can, with mo- 


deration and temper, the beſt companions of reaſon and juſtice, how 
theſe different allegations ſtand in point of fact. And firſt, as to 
the ſuppoſed compact concerning the linen trade. 

It is admitted that Great Britain is the great cuſtomer of W 
for that her ſtaple commodity ; that we receive it for our home con- 
ſumption free of all duty ; and encourage its re- exportation from 
hence to foreign parts by the ſame bounties which we beſtow on 
our own manufacture. This, I ſay, is admitted; but, —beſides en- 
deavouring to extenuate the merit which it is feared this country 
might lay claim to for the liberality of ſuch conduct, by the hack- 
neyed anſwer, that ſhe, like other ſtates and nations under like cir- 
eumſtances, is governed in her tranſactions with Ireland merely by 
the impreſſion of her own benefit and advantage—it is ſtated, 
© That this encouragement to the Iriſh linen trade is the effect of a 
ſpecial contract, by which, for a valuable conſideration, England 
became bound to grant and maintain it. The valuable confidera- 
tion was, the relinquiſhment by Ireland of her woollen export trade, 
in which ſhe had or might have become a dangerous evil. England 
had grown jealous of this rivality ; her manufacturers and her Par- 
liament had urged King William to check it ; he had conſented, 
and had expreſſed that conſent in terms juſtly offenſive to Ireland 
2 negotiation enſued, and acts of each of the two Parliaments 
paſſed, by which Ireland engaged to withdraw from all competition 
as to woollen goods, on the condition that England would give that 
preference and affiſtance which ſhe does to the linen manufactory of 
Ireland ; in conſequence of this treaty, the woollen fabrics, of 
which ſhe at that time exported to the amount of 110,0001. a 
year, were abandoned; they cannot be reſumed ; “ and therefore 
Great Britain cannot recall or cancel that obligation by which ſhe 
engaged herſelf has promote, in the manner alleged, the linen trade 
of that country.” Such is in ſubſtance the ſtatement made, 

It is extraordinary, but true, that fince theſe debates began, many 
perſons, not ill informed in matters of this ſort, and anxious to ob- 
tain correct information on the point now in queſtion, have avowed 
their ignorance, and unſucceſsful endeavours to obtain the know- 
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ledge of the documents and acts in which this ſuppoſed compa 14 
contained, of its date, particular clauſes and proviſions, and of the 
ſanctions, whether of a ſtatutable or diplomatic nature, by which it 
was guarded. But what I have to add, is ſtill more extraordinary, 
and equally true, namely, that, ſuch as it was, it no longer exiſts 
but was done away, and totally and entirely repealed and made void, 
many years ago, at the inſtance of Ireland herſelf ; and that the 
advantages which Great Britain till confers on the linen trade of 
Ireland, are, on her part, at the preſent hour, mercly gratuitous, 
whatever may be the motives of generoſity, policy, or ſelf-intereſt, 
Which induce her to continue them. 

For my own part, I confeſs that I know of no ſatisfactory evi. 
dence of agreements or compaQs between nations, except what are 
to be found in their diplomatic or legiſlative records. Between 
nations totally diſtinct, they muſt, to have ſubſtantial validity, be 
expreſſed in the ſtipulations of mutual and ſolemn treaties, duly 
executed; between countries connected as Ireland and England 
were, and as Ireland and Great Britain are, by aQs of their reſpec- 
tive Legiſlatures, paſſed with relation expreſs of implied each to the 
other, ſo as that the act on the one ſide ſhall be the condition and 
conſideration of that on the other fide. I have accordingly endea- 
voured to trace the hiſtory of the buſineſs I am now diſcuſſing, in 
thoſe ſure, and only ſure, repoſitories of the national tranſactions of 


both countries with each other — their reſpecti ve ſtatute books — and 


the correct reſult appears to me to be as follows: 

Reſtrictive taxes had been laid fo far back as the period of the 
Edwards, on the importation of woollen goods into this kingdom, 
whether from Ireland, or any other country beyond feas. But not 
to go back to any earlier period than the Reſtoration, by the act of 
12 Car. II. c. 4. ſ. 1. 8s. 6d. per yard were impoſed on all 
woollen cloths, and 1s. 3d. on woollen ſtuffs,* imported imo 
England. Theſe laſt. mentioned duties have never been repealed. 
They have, indeed, been increaſed to 11. 178. 5d. per yard on 
cloth, and 5s. 6d. on ſtuffs, by the operation of new and general 
ſubſidies, affecting them in common with all other articles of im- 
portation. But the duty of 8s. 6d. per yard alone amounted, and 
would of itſelf ſtill amount, to an entire prohibition 3 for neither 
Ireland nor any country on earth could come in competition with 
this in her home market, it burdened with that duty. Thus flood 


'* Note—The duty was 12d. in the pound, or 5 per cent. on the value 
as valued in the book of rates; and cloths were rated fo high as 81. 1058. 
per yard, ſtuffs at 11, 5s. 
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the law at the period when the ſuppoſed bargain took place. The 
Houſe will ſee that England did not then want the concurrence of 
Ireland, nor had any occaſion to purchaſe that concurrence by any 
conceſſion on her part, in order to exclude Iriſh woollens from her 
own home market. 

But it ſeems the Engliſh Legiſlature and Government of that 
time thought it good policy to liſten to the repreſentations, made by 
the Engliſh manufacturers, of the danger their ſtaple trade was ex- 
poſed to from the competition of the Iriſh in foreign countries. 
The Iriſh Parliament, on the other hand, ſeem to have been 
ſatisfied, that it was upon the whole for the intereſt of their country, 
to obtain the favour and protection of England to her linen manu- 


factures, which had been even then carried to a conſiderable height, 


by an amicable underſtanding, and the relinquiſhment of that hoſtile 
competition in the woollen buſineſs abroad, which had occaſioned fo 
much ill-humour on this ſide of the water. 

Accordingly they paſſed a law, in the tenth year of William the 
Third, impoſing an ad valorem duty of 4s. in the pound on all 


broad cloth, and 28. in the pound on ſerges, baize, &c. exported - 


from Ireland to any part of the world. This amounted in effect 
to a prohibition ; but no act was paſſed in England on the occa- 
fon, to check or prohibit the exportation of Engliſh linens. Will it 
be ſaid, Ireland had reaſon to expect ſuch a law to paſs! Where 
is the evidence of this? 
The Engliſh Houſe of Lords, in an addreſs to the Throne, had 
indeed preſſed the King to declare, that if the woollen trade were 
* relinquiſhed in Ireland, and the ſubjects there ſhould turn their 
© induſtry and ſkill to the ſettling and improving the linen manu- 
facture. for which generally the lands of that kingdom were very 
proper, they ſhould receive all favour, countenance, and pro- 

' teQion, from his royal influence, for the encouragement and pro- 
*moting of the ſaid linen manufacture to all the advantage and 
* profit that kingdom could be capable of, (gth June 1698.) 

The Engliſh Commons, in like manner, had implored the 
King to © make it his royal care to diſcourage the woollen, and 
encourage the linen manufactures in Ireland, to which they ſaid 


they ſhould always be ready to give their utmoſt aſſiſtance :' (3oth 


June 1698.) | 
And the King, in anſwer to this addreſs of the Commons, had 
ſaid, © I will do all that in me lies to diſcourage the woollen ma- 
nufacture in Ireland, and encourage the linen manufacture there: 
(2d July 1698.) 
It was after this that the Iriſh act I have juſt mentioned pafſed. 
Vor. IX. 3E 
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The Engliſh laws at that time, as to Iriſh linen, ſtood thus: by 
the 7th and 8th William III. e. 39. Iriſh linen was made im. 
portable into England duty free; but a new ſubſidy of 5 per cent, 
on all goods imported, having been granted in the year after (8th 
and gth William III. c. 24.) to continue till the 1 of February 
1699, without any exception as to Iriſh linen, that article became 
liable to this new duty ; and from the ſtate of the war in 1698, it 
was probable that this ſubſidy would be renewed, as it accordingly 
was from time to time, and continued for the life of Queen Anne; 
it may therefore be conjeQured that the great wiſh of Ireland, as to 
her linen trade, then was, a reſtoration to the exemption granted by 
the firſt-mentioned act, ſo as again to open a free market for her 
linens in England. | 

This was not obtained during the remainder of William's reign; 
but early in the next, by 1ſt Ann. ſtat. 2. c. 8. the importation of 
Iriſh linen into this country, duty free, was reſtored, and that has 
continued to be the law ever ſince. 

Is it not therefore probable that Ireland was ſatisfied with this 
freedom of importing her linen goods, exempt from duty, into 
Great Britain? At leaſt the caſe certainly ſtands ſo on the face of 
the Ads of Parliament; and beſides what I have already men- 
tioned to fhow that they are the only ſure evidence on ſuch a ſubjed, 
have we not ſufficient reaſon, from the almoſt inextricable diſ- 
euſſions which the hiſtory of what paſſed in both countries in 1782 
has given riſe to,“ to avoid recurring for ſupplementary proof of J 
know not what implied equitable or underſtood conditions and ſtipu- 
lations, to anecdotes, harangues, or even entries which may be 


found on the Journals of either kingdom, but which gave riſe to no * 

legiſlative proceeding? 5 

The Iriſh act, which was only temporary, expired in 1702, and 0 

was not renewed; but a very ſtrong, and certainly harſh act, and ti 

not temporary, was paſſed in England, (toth and 11th Will. III. 0 

y: e. To.) totally prohibiting the exportation of Iriſh woollens to any 80 

1 foreign country. The power of the Engliſh Parliament to make l 

1 ſuch a law was at that time ſtrenuouſly infiſted upon in this country, ; 

(11683 and, if not acknowledged, at leaſt acquieſced under in Ireland; fo 

166 that this laſt-mentioned ſtatute did in effect prevent the export to i 

Pit | all foreign parts of Iriſh woollen cloths. 

_ White this continued to be the caſe, it might have been unjuſt, 

| * and a breach of faith in England or Great Britain, to impoſe an) | 

F421 a 

"a. * The grouud taken * the opponents of an Union has rendered thoſe 

| il diſcuſſions, in regaed to the tranſactions of that period, unavoidable, | 
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duty, which might have cramped or injured the exportation of Iriſh 
linens, either to this or to foreign countries; but that has been fo 
far from being done, even to this day, that, on the contrary, beſides 
the continuation of the free import, various Britiſh acts have given 
the ſame bounties to Iriſh as to Britiſh linens exported from hence ; 
and by the impoſition of a heavy tax on foreign linens brought into 
Great Britain, ſhe gives in that reſpect alſo an equal premium to the 
Iriſh as to her own manufacture. The bounty paid from the re- 
venue of Great Britain on Iriſh linens exported has been computed 
to be, upon an average, upwards of 34,000]. 

But does the condition on the part of Ireland till continue? Is 
her part of the ſuppoſed compact till in force; and did ſhe, when 
Great Britain. renounced the claim to bind her by her ſtatutes, renew 
by any law of her own the prohibition of the exportations of her 
woollens * Quite the contrary. Before the boaſted æra of her inde- 
pendency, in the year 1779 and 1780, ſhe had wiſely, boldly, and 
ſucceſsfully addreſſed to the Britiſh Government and Parliament 
her complaint, that this reſtriction was injurious to the induſtry 
and proſperity of her people; and by the Britiſh act of 20th George 
the Third, c. 6. the ſtatute of William the Third was repealed, 
and a free exportation of her woollens allowed from Ireland to all 
foreign places. | - | 

It is the natural, obvious, and juſt obſervation of a writer on this 
ſubjeR, that This law, of courſe, put an end to the compact be- 
* tween England and Ireland, reſpecting the woollen and linen ma- 
*nufaQures.” (Continuation of Anderſon's Hiſtory of Commerce, 
vol. 4. p. 287.) This country has, indeed, ſtill continued her 
encouragement to the Iriſh linen trade, the free entry into Great 
Britain, and the bounties on exportation from thence ; but ſhe has 
done ſo voluntarily, and without any tie, contract, or other obliga- 
tion, but what the general prineiples of good poliey may impoſe. 
One is therefore a good deal ſurpriſed io read in the addreſs of a 
gentleman in Ireland, peculiarly diſtinguiſhed for his knowledge in 
ſuch matters, to his conſtituents, the following words: 

© If the linen manufaQtory reſis at all on any compact, that 
compact was made with the Iriſh Parliament; the extinction of 
" Which takes away a ſecurity we have found adequate, and leaves it 
without the protection of its natural guardians,” * 


Mr. Fofter's Addreſs to the Freeholders of the County of Louth, 1 5th 
January 1799. The actual exiſtence of ſuch a compact has been more 


ſrongly and directly aſſerted ſince. Britain is bound in every inſtance 
©to encourage our linen trade by compact, ſo ſtrongly manifeſted in the 


_ proceedings of both Parliaments, as cannot be denied,” Mr. Foffer's 


ſpeech, P. 83, | - 
3E 2 


t be incorporated with that of Great B 
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According to the ſame addreſs we are to believe, it ſeems, that az 
the compact in 1698 was and is the ſecurity for the linen trade of 
Ireland with Great Britain, ſo the more ſolemn and important com. 
pact of 1782, not only ſupplied a new guarantee to that ſecurity, 
by confirming to the former the birthright of a ſole * and inde. 
pendent Parliament, but alſo, by the fame means, rouſed a new 
ſpirit of exertion in the traders and manufacturers in general of 
that kingdom, while a legiſlative Union would at once deſtroy the 
independence of the Parliament, becauſe it would be no longer 
ſolely Iriſh, extinguiſh the ſpirit which had been awakened, and 
remove every ſafeguard of permanence to whatever advantages it 
might hold out as a temptation to thoſe weak and deluded perſons 
who might ignorantly form any opinion in its favour. 

Much has been ſaid and much written on the ſubject of that 
tranſaQion of 1782. It appears to me chiefly of importance, 
now, in as far as it may afford evidence of what the opinions were 
which eminent Stateſmen on both ſides of the water then enter- 
tained, many of whom muſt be till anxious to have thoſe opinions 
rightly underſtood. But, if their preſent ſentiments correſpond with 
what they formerly thought, this uniformity will be a ſtrong argu- 
ment in favour of thoſe ſentiments, and in that point of view, it be- 
comes certainly a matter of public concern alſo, to -aſcertain what 
they were. Whatever they were, however, they are not binding 
upon them; much leſs upon us, or upon either the Iriſh or Britiſh 
Parliament. Nay, no act of cither Parliament of that time, would 
be binding on thoſe of the preſent day ; and therefore had each 
Legiſlature ſeparately declared that they meant the arrangement, 
then made, to be ſuch a final adjuſtment of all relations between 
the two countries, as that no nearer and more intimate connexion, 
no legiſlative Union in a wcrd, ſhould ever be formed between them, 
that declaration would not be obligatory now, nor ſtand in the way 
of the two preſent Legiſlatures entering upon, and, if for the benefit 


It appears to me that the word © ol may bear a ſenſe materially diſ- 
ferent as uſed in this addreſs, and as it ſtands in that of the Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons in 1782, to which this refers. The words of this addreſs to the 
electors of Louth ate: The Houſe of Commons ſtated to His Majeſty 
© In 1782, that the very eſſence of our liberties exiſts in the right of a/ole 


© Legiſlature, the Parliament of Ireland.“ This conveys to me the idea of 


a Legiſlature which ſolely has juriſdiction over Ireland, The addreſs of 

1782 ſays, * Ireland is a diſtin kingdom with a Parliament of her own, 

the ſok Legiſlature thereof,” This only expreſſes, as I underſtand it, 

that the Iriſh Parliament alone, without any concurrent right elſewhere, 

was the Legiſlature of Ireland, without imp ying that the Parliament can- 
2 
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of both nations, concluding ſuch a legiſlative Union. I am unwil- 
ling to go far into the controverſy on the circumſtances of that 
buſineſs : others, in all reſpects more competent, have diſcuſſed it 
at large, and it will probably be ſtill farther elucidated this night. 
But I think I can prove that nothing which appears on the records, 
or uſual reports of the proceedings in Parliament, or on the face of 
the thing, ſhows that either party meant, on that occaſion, to ſhut 
out in future all queſtion of Union, but quite otherwiſe ; that the 
progreſſive improvement in the trade, manufactures, and general 
proſperity of Ireland fince, has not been owing to that tranſaction; 
that this proſperity is not ſecured by it ; that it depends in a very 
principal degree on the policy and wiſdom of Great Britain ; and 
that the only certain ſafeguard of its permanence would be found 
in that very meaſure, which it is pretended would have the contrary 
effect. 

There were four grievances then ſtated on the part of Ireland: 
one and the principal of which was the claim of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment to a legiſlative power over that kingdom. 

The meſſages from the Throne to both Parliaments (gth April 
and 16th April 1782) mentioned *© the King's concern to find that 
* diſcontents and jealouſics were prevailing an matters of great weight 
© and importance; and recommended that the ſame ſhould be taken 
into conſideration, in order to ſuch a final adjuſtment “ as might 
give mutual ſatisfaction to both Kingdoms,” 

The addreſſes of the Iriſh Houſes ſpecified the four grievances, 
as the principal cauſes of the pretent diſcontent and jealouſy of 
that country. The only one of the four which a Britiſh act could 
redreſs, was the claim of legiſlation. 

On the 17th. of May a reſolution was come to in this Houſe, 
that the act aſſerting that claim ſhould be repealed, and immediately 
afterwards another, declaring it to be * indiſpenſable to the intereſts 

* of both kingdoms that the connection between them ſhould be 
* eſtabliſhed by mutual conſent on a ſolid and permanent baſis'. 

This laſt reſolution, and the addreſs by which it was communi- 
cated to His Majeſty, both conſidered by themſelves and in the con- 
nection of this with the other reſolution which preceded, have given 


nie to a great deal of what I muſt take the liberty to call ingenious 


cavil and chicane. The right honourable gentleman who moved 
the reſolutions, now propoſed to be carried to the foot of the Throne, 
in mentioning that addreſs of 1782, had 3 what he had 


Of what, in God's name. Surely, of thoſe matters of weight and 


* on which jealouſies and diſcontents were then prevailing, 
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endeavoured to prove to be its true import and meaning, viz. * that 
His Majeſty would take farther meaſures to ſtrengthen the con. 
© necion between the two countries; on which, it has been re. 
marked, with a hypercritical nicety, that the word * farther” is not in 
the addreſs. Neither, I believe, is the word * ſtrengthen'.—Bu 
the point is, whether the meaning was not, that meaſures ulterior to 
thafe then propoſed were in the contemplation of the Houſe when it 
came to the reſolution and voted the addreſs. — I ſay they clearly 
were. What is the argument triumphantly preſſed to ſhow the 
contrary* Why, that the reſalulian and addreſs were voted been 
the 5:1] for repealing the declaratory act of George I. and renouncing 
the claim to bind Ireland, was preſented. (Mr. Faſter's Speech, 
p- 19). Surely, Sir, this is a ſtrange fallacy. 

The Miniſter of the day, when he moved the two reſolutions, is 
ſtated to have introduced them by a ſpecch mentioning the four 
grievances of Ireland, the claim of legiſlation, Poyning's 2Q, the 
mutiny bill, and the appellate juriſdiction. The firſt, he ſaid, was 
to be redreticd here, the others by acts to which the Lord Lieuten- 
ant was to be inſtructed to give the royal aſſent in Ireland; and 
efter having explained this clearly and forcibly, he proceeded to ex- 
preſs himſcif to the following effect : 

* That Ireland could have no reafon to complaim ; the terms 
© acceded to by England were propoſed by herſelf ; the manner of 
redreſs had been preſcribed by herſelf, and all her wiſhes would | 
now be gratified in the way which ſhe herſelf liked beſt : but as « , 
it was poſſible, that if nothing mare was to be done, than what he Ex 
had flated to be his intention, Ireland might, perhaps, think of 
frelh grievances, and riſe yearly in her demands, it was fit and c 
proper that ſomething ſhould be nzw done towards eſtabliſhing on a 
firm and ſolid baſis the future connection of the two kingdoms. But te 
that was not to be propoſed by him here in Parliament ; it would 
be the duty of the Crown to look to that ; the buſineſs might be G 
firſt begun by His Majeſty's ſervants in Ireland ; and if afterwards 
it ſhould be neceſſary to enter into a treaty, commiſſioners might ( 
be ſent from the Britiſh Parliament, or from the Crown, to enter 
upon it, and bring the negotiation to a happy ifſue, by giving mu- t 
tual ſatisfaction to both countries, and eſtabliſhing a treaty which 1 


, a Sa: a iS a © 4a a _ 1% 


a4] ſhould be ſanctioned by the moſt ſolemn forms of the conſtitutions 
WIN Doof both.“ Mr. Fox's Speech, 17th May 1782. Vide Debretts 
| Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. vii. p. 172). 

5 Is it poſſible, after reading this, which there is no reaſon to be- 
| 119 ljeve to be an inaccurate report as to the ſubſtance of what the right 
1 honourable gentleman ſaid, that it can be imagined or ſeriouſly at- 
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that no ulterior, no farther meaſures were then in his contem- 


plation and in that of the miniſtry, whoſe organ he was, and of 


which he formed ſo eminent a part ? 

This difficulty ſeems, indeed, to have been a little felt, and there- 
fore another method is attempted of reconciling to what really then 
paſſed, the idea that all political or conſtitutional arrangements were 
meant by the parties to this buſineſs of 1782 to be finally cloſed, fo 
as that this country could never, with good faith, agitate in future, 
or propoſe to Ireland for her conſideration and voluntary adoption 
or rejection, any thing of that ſort. The fact, we are told, 
© ſeems to be, that the reſolution, in reſpe& to future meaſures, 
© (where is the mighty difference between future and farther ? had 
© commerce only in view.“ (Mr. Faſter's Speech, p. 21). But, Sir, 
what does the ſame Miniſter ſay on that point? He is ſtated to 
have declared in this Houſe, in 1985, That 19 idea of a commer- 
© cial regulation had been entertained by the adminiſtration of 
' 1782, in propoſing the reſolution in queſtion' (Mr. Fox's 
Speech, 22d July 1785. Jide Debrett's oa Regiſter, 
vol. 18. p. 577)- 

After the Duke of Portland communicated the two reſolutions of 
1782 to the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, (27th May), and informed 
them alſo of the King's diſpoſition to give his aſſent to bills to be 
paſſed there for redreſſing the other grievances, they afſure His 
Majeſty, in a new addreſs, © That, gratified in thoſe particulars, 
ns conſtitutional queſtion between the two nations vill any longer 
© exit, which can interrupt their harmony'. (28th May 1782). 

In the anſwer to this, the King told them © that this declaration 
© was very pleaſing to him'. (13th June 1782). 

At the cloſe of the ſeſſion, the Commons ſay to the Loed Lieu- 
tenant, We ſhall have ſeen this great national arrangement (the 
ſole and excluſive right of legiſlation in that Parliament) eſta- 


* bliſhed on a baſis which ſecures the tranquillity of Ireland, and 


* unites the affections as well as intereſts of both kingdoms”. 
(23d July 1782). 

Laſtly; for I think I have now quoted all the paſſages on which 
the chief ſtreſs has been laid, his Grace, in his ſpeech on the pro- 
rogation, ſays, © Convince the people in your ſeveral diſtricts, as 
* you yourſelves are convinced, that every cauſe of paf? jealouſies 
and diſcontents is finally removed; that both countries have 


pledged their good faith to each other; and that their beſt ſecurity - 


will be an inviolable adherence to that compact: convince them 
© that the two kingdoms are now one, indiflolubly connected in 
* unity of conſtitution and unity of intereſts', (27th July 1782). 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, I muſt confeſs I cannot ſee any thing in all 
this but the expreſſion of, firſt, an opinion that the paſt cauſes of 
diſcontent and jealouſy were then finally removed; and what has 
happened to prove that they were not? Has the Parliament of 
Great Britain renewed her claim to bind Ireland? Has there not 
been an annual mutiny act in Ireland ever fince? Has Poyning' 
law; has the appellate juriſdiction of this country been reſtored? 
Secondly, a hope, ſomewhat too ſanguine perhaps, that no queſtion 
on conſtitutional points would any longer exiſt between the two 
nations. This hope the Iriſh Houſe of Commons expreſſed in the 
form of an aſſertion, which it would ſeem His Majeſty was no far- 


ther adviſed to adopt than by declaring the pleaſure it gave him to 


find they entertained that belicf. But does it follow from thence, 
that either Parliament meant to preclude themſelves from treating 
together on any meaſures which the King might recommend, or they 
think beneficial to both countries? By the phraſe © conſtitutional 
© queſtions which might interrupt their harmony*', was clearly meant, 
diſputes and claims on the one part or the other ; not propoſals 
from the one to the other, or from the Sovereign to both, which 
either might approve or reje& as they ſaw fit. Such is the preſent 
propoſal, which I therefore think they never meant to bind them- 
felves not to entertain ; which they could not exclude us, their ſuc- 
ceffors in both kingdoms, from entertaining; which in my conſcience 
I believe many of the wiſeſt and beſt men in both then hoped might, 


ſome time or other, be brought forward with ſucceſs ; which the ſe- 
_ cond reſolution I have mentioned, as come to by this Houſe, and 


received with ſatisfaction in Ireland, ſeems in ſome degree to ſuggeſt; 
and which, when I recolle& the reports I have read and heard of 
the Miniſter's ſpeech who moved thoſe reſolutions, I can never ceaſe 
thinking his mind was full of on the occaſion,* till I ſhall learn that 
he himſelf has declared the contrary. 

Is it to be taken for granted, that the improvement beyond ex- 
ample which the trade, manufactures, and wealth of the people of 
Ireland are ſaid to have experienced during the laſt ſixteen or 
ſeventeen years, muſt be aſcribed to the renunciation by this country 
of the claim to legiſlate for them? It feems very difficult to {cc 


| how a mere negative act of that ſort could poſſibly have ſuch an 


effect. Had the Britiſh Legiſlature, by its uſurped authority over 


I do not ſay he had it expreſsly in contemplation then or afterwards 


to propoſe it. In his ſpeech on the 22d of July 1785, he is reported to 


have * ſpoken of the circumſtance of an Union as extremely deſirable, 
Vie Debrett's Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. xvii. p. 344). 
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that country, for many years previous to that time, interfered with 
the internal or external commerce of Ireland? Had the Iriſh Par- 
liament been reſtrained from regulating and encouraging that com- 
merce (the expoft woollen trade excepted) in the way they might 
think moſt likely to promote its increaſe ? Or did the abolition of 
the appeal to the Britiſh Houſe of Lords produce a new influx of 
Britiſh capital into Ireland ? 

The great points gained by Ireland from this country as to com- 
merce have, I believe, hitherto been conſidered to have been the 
fruit of thoſe ſeveral aQs of the Britiſh Parliament in 1779 and 
1780, (19 Geo. III. cap. 35 and 37, and 20 Geo. III. cap. 6. 
10 and 18.) of which one has been already obſerved upon, and 
which firſt opened to her a general freedom of trade, not only with 
the reſt of the world, but with our American and Weſt-India colo- 
nies, the beſt mart for her commodities as well as ours. And if 
the advantages then obtained have been farther improved by the 
permiſſion to trade with thoſe colonies in every reſpect on the ſame 
footing as Great Britain does, which was granted in 1793; 
(33 Geo. III. cap. 63), was the Britiſh act of that year, giving ſuch 
permiſſion, a conſequence of what has been called the emancipation 
of Ircland ? a : 

But, Sir, I think ſome here muſt know, and many may recollect 
to have heard, that Ireland was growing faſt in induſtry, enterpriſe, 
manufactures, trade, and agriculture, long before either the acknow- 
ledgement of her independence, or the grant of what was called a free 
trade. Indeed, I believe it will be found, whatever may have been 
the cauſe, that all the three kingdoms, and His Majeſty's dominions 
in general, have flouriſhed with an accelerated degree of rapidity in 
all the branches of national exertion, productive of trade and 
wealth, for a period of about fifty years, to be dated from the time 
of the general pacification of Europe by the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle. | 

With regard to Ireland, beſides general memory, I might appeal 
to the weighty teſtimony recorded by Mr. Arthur Young, of the late 
Lord Chief Baron Fefter, in whoſe family an enlightened attention 
to political economy and the ſources of national proſperity ſeems to 
be hereditary. In Mr. Young's account of a viſit he paid to that 
learned perſon during his tour through Ireland in the year 1776, he 
ſays he gave him a variety of information relative to the ſtate of that 


_ country uncommonly valuable, and among other things mentions his 


having told him, that Ireland was more improved in the laſt 
twenty years than in a century before ; that the great ſpirit began 
Vow IK. an 48 | 
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© in 1749 and 1750 * that thirty years before the export of linen 
and yarn was only about 5 oo, oool. but that it was then from 
* 1,200,000. to 1,500,000], (Young's Tour, Vol. I. p. 151.) 
that is, it had been nearly trebled in that time. By the ſame pro- 
portion and progreſs, if only the ſame cauſes which then exiſted, 
and had produced the great ſpirit mentioned by Lord Chief 
Baron Feſier, had continued to operate, this export would, in fix 
or ſeven years hence, amount to four millions and a half. Now, 
Sir, with all the ſuppoſed aſſiſtance it has derived from the tranſac. 
tion of 178 2, when a fair account is taken, it will not be found to 
have gone on increaſing in that ratio. The annual rated value of 
Iriſh exports of every ſort to all parts of the world, of which provi. 
ſions made probably more than one third,t is ſtated from the official 
accounts of that country, on an average of the three years ending on 
the 25th of March 1798, to have been in Iriſh money only 
4,042,7791. (Appendix to Lord Auckland's Speech, No. , April 
il, 1799. Jide Dehrett's Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. 8. p. 360). 
I own, therefore, I think it much more reaſonable that we ſhould 
aſcribe the growing improvement of Ireland in the chief article of 
her manufaQure to the ſpirit which began in 1750, and appears to 
have continued in full force during the interval between that time 
and the date of Mr. Young's tour, than either to a new ſpirit ſaid 
to have been rouſed by the arrangement of 178 2, an arrangement 


which had no direct connection with ſuch objects, or even to the 


Britiſh act of 1780, which had. 
The next queſtion is, Whether the arrangement of 1782, 


though it may not have cauſed, does not ſecure the permanent con- 
tinuance of a flouriſhing commerce to Ireland? After what has 


been ſaid, this queſtion ſeems to anſwer itſelf ; yet we find that 


tranſaQion alledged to be the foundation of ſuch ſecurity, and which 
it is ſuppoſed an Union would entirely take away. Did the acts 
of the 22d of Geo. III. c. 53. and 23d Geo. III. c. 28. while 
they renounced all powers in this Parliament to make laws to bind 
Ireland, impoſe any indifloluble reſtraint on Great Britain, as to the 


* Young's Tour in Ireland, vol. i. p. 153. Agricultural improvement 
ſcems to have been a very principal Gierl of Lord Chief Baron Foſter's 
attention and practice, and the converſations mentioned by Mr. Yourg 
related in a great degree to that object; it has been lately ſtated, however, 
© that the riſe of agriculture began in Ireland with the conſtitution of 1782. 
Mr. Fgfer's Speech, p. 105. | | | 

T By Mr, lrwing's Tables, out of 5,6 12,689 l. the true annual value of 


all the exports from Ireland to Great Britain on the average of the ſame 


three years, proviſions, excluſive of corn and live cattle, amounted to 


2 


1, 154 113l. Accounts laid before the Houſe of Lords, No. 4, 90. 
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tepeal of whatever Britiſh ſtatutes might then exiſt, or might in ſu- 
ture be enacted, of a nature beneficial to that country ? 

We have ſeen in part the encouragement the Iriſh linen trade 
derives from mere Britiſh laws; and it might here be a proper time 
to take a more general and connected view of all the commercial 
advantages Ireland enjoys, both in that and other reſpeRs, ſolely 
under thoſe laws, in order to ſhew how vain, I had almoſt ſaid 
how extravagant, the arguments have been, however ably and ſkil- 
fully conducted, by which it has been attempted to be proved that 
the balance is even between that country and this, or rather prepon- 
derates on the fide of Ireland. But ſuch general ſtatements have 
been made already more than once, both here and in the Iriſh Par- 
liament, and are now to be found in a variety of authentic publica- 
tions. I will content myſelf, therefore, with trying to point out 
ſome of the fallacies belonging to the endeavours which have been 
uſed to ſhow thoſe ſtatements to be erroneous. 

It is admitted that the great market for Irith linen is this coun- 


try. On the annual average of the four years preceding Lady Day 


1798, of about forty millions of yards exported, near thirty-five 
were (ent to Great Britain, and the Britiſh colonies and iſlands ; or 
ſeven-eighths of the whole.“ This immenſe quantity was imported 
duty free, and a great part of what was re-exported received a bounty ; 
while all foreign linens imported here were charged with a duty, 
variouſly computed, at from about 33 to about 25 f per cent. 


Yards, 
* To Great Britain 33,695,659 
The Britiſh colonies - - +« 1,285,999 
| | 34,981,659 
The States of America - - - 4,012,589 
All other part 89,533 


Total - - 39,885,780 


This is the account according to the Iriſh returns. By the InſpeRor-gene- 
ral's book here, the importation into England that year was, as I have ſtated 
below (p. 70), 35,338,000. 3 | 

} The bounty is confined to linens, whether Britiſh or Iriſh, not undet 
6d. nor exceeding 18. Gd. per yard, 

Foreign linens, in general, are not ſubject to an ad valorum duty, but 


to a certain rate, per ell or per 100 ells; and almoſt every ſpecies of linen 


is minutely deſcribed in the acts impoſing the duty: as, Ruſſia, broad, 

above 22 inches wide; Germany, narrow, not —— ſo many inches, 

de. But as ſome ſorts might have been omitted in the ſpecific enumera- 

uon, there is a ſweeping clauſe, laying 334 per cent, on the value of all 
37 ; 
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kingdom? and is it not a difficult taſk for any body to undertake to 


| while the re- exportation increaſed. In 1797, the Iriſh linen im- 


Taking it at the loweſt, is not this a bounty to the amount of no leſs 
than one-fourth of the value, on Iriſh linen goods brought into this 


contend, that thoſe linens would (to any confiderable extent) find 
© their way here even though there were no duty on the foreign' ? 
(Mr. Faſter's Speech, p. 89). 

It is indeed tated, and I have no doubt, correctly, that Iriſh 
linens have riſen of late not leſs than 35 per cent. above their 
uſual value. (Mr. Feſter's Speech, p. 89). Sir, I have endea- 
voured to inform myſelf of the cauſes of this extraordinary riſe, and 
I believe it will be found to be owing partly to the reduced quantity 
manufactured on the Continent, and at the ſame time an increaſed 
demand in conſequence of the war, and partly to unwiſe and un- 
profitable ſpeculations occaſioned by that circumſtance. It ſeems 
the demand for ſhirting for the different armies of Europe has been 
immenſe, and conſiderable quantities of Iriſh linens have alſo been 
lately ſent, directly or circuitouſly, to Spain and Portugal, and like- 
wiſe to ſome of our Weſt-India iſlands,t to be exported from thence 
to South America, as a ſubſtitute for thoſe of German manufaQure 
which uſed to be ſent there, but which are now become too ſcarce 
to be ſufficient for the ſupply of that market. In confirmation of 
this, it appears, on inſpecting the Britiſh accounts of imports and 
Exports, that during the two years preceding the preſent, the import 
of linen from Ireland into this country diminiſhed conſiderably, 


ported amounted to 39,868,000 yards, and the re-exportation was 


but 3,889,830; laſt year the importation was only 35,338,000 | i 
yards, and the re-exportation 6,590,456. From the ſame ſources t 
of information, which I believe I may ſtate to be as authentic, both A 


mercantile and official, as can be obtained, I learn that foreign linens, 
particularly thoſe which are uſed for the ſame purpoſes with the 
Iriſh, have riſen in their price nearly in the ſame proportion with 
them ; if they have not riſen quite ſo much, this is aſcribed to the 
unthrifty and hazardous ſpeculations I have mentioned. 


linens not particularly deſcribed, Scarcely any, however, are in fact im- 
ported which are not deſeribed. The won ny informs me, that 
pn a correct eſtimate he endeayoured to make about fix months ago, of 
the real price of foreign linens imported, he found the duty on the average 
of the whole importation, to be about 25 per cent. 


* + In conſequenge of permiſſions granted by the government of this 
country about a year and a half ago to open a commercial communication 
bþgtween ſome of thoſe iſlands and the Spaniſh Continent. 
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But 10 us take it the other way, and ſuppoſe the 25 per cent. 


duty to be extended to the Iriſh linen. Will it be ſaid, that ſuch 
a burden on the trade to this country in that article, would not put a 
ſtop to it? Will it be ſo ſaid, by thoſe who have very juſtly re- 
marked, that the ſmaller charge of 20 per cent. on its general ex- 
port, entirely * put down the woollen trade of Ireland?* (Mr. 
Fiſter's Speech, p. 83.) If it would not put a ſtop to it, Ireland 
is certainly obliged to Great Britain for her generoſity, or rather 
profuſion, in remitting to her an annual duty it ſeems ſhe could 
afford to pay, of from half a million to a million ſterling. 

In an account produced to the Houſe of Lords by that very able 
and accurate officer the Inſpeor-general, the true value of all the 
products and manufactures of Ireland imported into this country, on 
the average of the three years preceding the 5th of January laſt, is 
fated at about five millions and a half, * while that of the exports 
of the ſame fort, from hence to Ireland, amounted to little above 
two; t the exceſs being near three millions and a half. On the 
groſs view, therefore, of this ſort of debtor and creditor account, 
Ireland appears to be a gainer to that amount, in conſequence of the 
preſent commercial code, not of that, but of this country. There 
are, I believe, conſiderable differences between the Iriſh and Engliſh 
official details on theſe ſubjects, and any minutely exact computation 
of the true value cannot be expected. But it will alſo be admitted, 
that there is great reliance to be had on the accounts which come 
from Mr. Irving's office; and it is well known that he has taken 
much pains of late to get at the aQual value of all the exports and 
imports of Great Britain. I am therefore inclined to think that 
the above may be 2 for the purpoſes of the preſent argument, 
as ſufficiently correct. . 

Buy a ſimilar account of the ſame officer, alſo preſented to the 
Lords, the true value of the total imports from Ireland into this 
country, was, on the like average, 5,012,6891. ; that of the ex- 
ports from hence thither, 3,555,8451. 3 leaving, on this compa- 
riſon, not ſo great an exceſs indeed, but ſtill an apparent balance of 

2,056,8441. in favour of Ireland, (Accounts laid before the Houle 

of Lords, No. 16.) 

But we are told, (Mr. Foſter's Speech, p. 80.) that upon a 

proper examination of the articles which compoſe the groſs ſums in 


75, 510, 82 fl. 
+ 2,087, 672l. 


Accounts laid before the Houſe of Lords, No. 15. 
'F 3-425,1t531, . 
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thefe accounts, the real belgace will be found to be much in favour 
of Great Britain. 

To make this out, the bieQs of the mutual trade of the tw 
kingdoms are claſſed under the three heads of, 1, manufactures; 
2, raw materials, &c. ; and, 3, foreign articles. The particulars 
are then arranged in ſuch a manner as to make it appear, 1ft, that 
Ireland takes from Great Britain to the amount of 1 4,000. a year 
more, under the firſt head, than Great Britain does from her: 
2d, that ſhe ſupplics Britain with an exceſs of raw materials, in- 
cluding articles of prime neceſlity, to the amount of no leſs than 
2,403,4471. ; and, 3d, that the exceſs of the foreign articles ex- 
ported from this country into Ireland, over the ſimilar imports from 
thence into this country, is 1, 366, 309l. 

This is a very different method of ſtating the caſe from what 


has been uſual, at leaſt as far as I have been able to inform myſelf. 


I certainly feel how unequal I am to enter the liſts on points of this 
fort with the gentleman who has thus ſtated it on the preſent occa- 
fion ; but I have endeavoured, with the afliſtance of thoſe who are 
more accuſtomed to ſuch matters than I pretend to be, to aſcertain 
whether the right clue might not be found to this ſeeming refuta- 
tion of the hitherto reccived opinion, that the profitable balance is 
very greatly in favour of Ireland. I think it may, and I will 
attempt to explain myſelf in regard to it, in the beſt manner 
J can. 

1. To the amount of Britiſh manufactures taken off by Ireland, 
which, by Mr. Irving's tables, is but 1,640,1951. have been added 
all the articles brought either from our American colonies, or the 
Eaft Indies, the value of which is not leſs than 97 0,0001. (Mr. 
Fifter's Speech, p. 80.) 

© Much of this, we are told, is real manufacture,“ and that 
the reſt may be deemed fo, on account of the employ of labour in 
the colony, and of the ſhipping.“ (Mr. Fofter's Speech, p. 80.) 

But ſurely it can never be intended ſeriouſly to maintain, that 
Great Britain profits as much by the induſtry, ſkill, and labour, 
employed by the people of the Eaſt and Weſt Indies in manufac- 
turing for the uſe of theſe kingdoms their own raw materials, as 
Ireland does by thoſe of her inhabitants engaged in her domeſtic 
ſabrics. Indeed, as to the Britiſh Weſt Indian and American 
colonies, it ſeems to me, that ſince a full participation in the trade 
with them has been opened to Ireland, the opulence acquired by 


* Scarcely any part of the goods in from the Weſt Indies and 
America can be conſidered as ſuch, 
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manufaQures or otherwiſe in thoſe parts of the Britiſh dominions, 


in as far as it is not to be conſidered as merely local, merely Weſt- 


Indian or American, is to be reckoned not Britiſh more than Iriſh, 


but imperial; and this is alſo true as to the Eaſt Indies, ſuppoſing the 


Iriſh act of 1793 (33 Geo. III. c. 31:) to have ſecured to Ire- 
land as great a ſhare of commercial intercourſe with that country 
28 ſhe had in any way the means of carrying on; a ſuppoſition more 
than warranted by the little, or rather, I believe, no uſe ſhe has 
made of the privileges ſince ſhe obtained it. | 

With regard to the ſhipping, undoubtedly Great Britain is a 
cainer by carrying the Eaſt and Weſt India articles required for 
the conſumption of Ireland. But could Ireland, all circumſtances 
conſidered, obtain thoſe articles ſo beneficially in any other way? 
Her own tonnage is not equal to the carriage of her own produce 
and manufactures to this country ; and in the preſent ſtate of things, 
even the reſt of Europe is almoſt entirely ſupplied by Great Britain, 
notwithſtanding the protection the naval commerce of ſeveral other 
ſtates derives from their neutrality. When to theſe conſiderations 
we add the immenſe variety of channels of a more advantageous na- 
ture, in a mercantile view, in which it is well known that the 
Britiſh capital veſted in this branch of her carrying trade might be 
employed, we ſhall not eafily be perſuaded to place whatever gain 
ariſes from it to the credit fide of Ireland, in ſettling accounts be- 
tween that country and this. | 

2. Under the general head of raw materials, &c. exported from 
Ireland, have been included, by the deſcription of articles of prime 
neceſſity, beef, butter, pork, corn, and” other proviſions ; Iriſh linen 
yarn is alſo claſſed under this head; while cheeſe, fiſh, ſuch as cod 
and herrings, &c. and raw filk and cotton yarn, are articles elaſſed as 
manufactures among the Britiſh exports. 
But in compariſons of this ſort, the expreſſion of © raw mate- 
rials“ has been generally uſed to ſignify matters which conſtitute 
the baſis of a manufacture, and contribute thereby much more to 
the wealth of the country to which they are carried, and where they 
ate worked up, than in their rude ſtate they had done to that of the 
country ſupplying them. In this ſenſe, beef, corn, &c. cannot with 
any propriery be ranked under that deſcription ; they add nothing 
to the wealth of the country importing them; they continue juſt 
worth the price at firſt paid for them,* and in the caſe under our 


. * We are not here to reckon the mere mercantile profit they may afford 

- their unaltered ſtate ; the price paid for them would have furniſhed a 
— profit employed in another way, and will, having been ſo employed, 
urniſn a like profit to the ſeller, ED 
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- conſideration, if not obtained from Ireland, the ſame capital would 


probably procure them elſewhere, or might be direQed to the pro. 
duction of them at home. | 

3. Although the ſum of 970,000l. by the title of colonial 
goods, had been added under the firſt of theſe three heads to the 
amount of Britiſh manufactures exported to Ireland, it is here re- 
tained to make up the groſs ſum of 1,468,1731. as the value of 
foreign articles taken by Ireland from Great Britain, and is thus 
twice charged againſt this country : this has clearly happened by 
miſtake, though it makes a moſt material difference indeed in the 
reſult. 

But it is ſaid, © the exceſs of gain to Great Britain muſt appear 
© prodigious, if we conſider that of all that groſs ſum of near a mil- 
© lion and a half, only 40), oool. is Eaſt-India trade; and that 
* what remains, to the value of above a million, is open to be im- 
ported direct to Ireland, were ſhe obliged or inclined to import it 
« ſo'. (Mr. Fofter's Speech, p. 81). Undoubtedly it is open to her; 
but if ſhe could do it to advantage, will any man who knows the 
nature of trade ſuppoſe that ſhe would not have the inclination, but 
would ſuffer Great Britain to gain from her what ſhe does by thus 
acting as her carrier? The truth is, ſhe wants ſhipping and capi- 
tal, what the has, being neceſſarily occupied to better advantage, or 


for more neceſſary purpoſes ; and fuch being the caſe, can we i 
fairneſs be required to ſet this down as a benefit which Great Britain 


holds at the good will of her ſiſter kingdom? | 
Thus, Sir, I think we muſt till retain the belief hitherto ſo pre- 
valent with the generality of thoſe in both countries, who have molt 
deeply conſidered ſuch matters, that in their commercial intercourſe 
the balance between them is greatly in favour of Ireland, and it 
follows of courſe, that Ireland, in the preſent relative fituation of 
the two-kingdoms, muſt depend entirely on the policy and wiſdom 
of the Britiſh Parliament for the continuance of whatever part of 
her general proſperity ſhe derives from that ſource. 

This indeed is ſometimes (Mr. F:fter's Speech, p. 95, 91.) ad- 
mitted :_ it is admitted that Great Britain, by what is called a war 
of duties and prohibitions, might injure Ireland for a time; of this 
America, it is ſaid, affords ample proof; but that Britain herſelf 
muſt ſuffer in ſuch a conteſt, and that her wiſdom, her liberality, 
and her own intereſt, will forbid her entering into ſuch hoſtilities. 
I entirely agree in the poſition that itis not only liberal, but wiſe,and 
for her own advantage, that the preſent ſyſtem ſhould be perſevered 
in by this country, though I regret that America ſhould have been 
unneceſſarily mentioned, and this at the very time, and as it were 
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with the ſame breath with which thes right honourable gentleman 
who, has propoſed an Union, was in my opinion moſt unjuſtly ac- 
cuſed of holding out threats to induee Ireland to accede to it. Alas! 
Sir, have we then no inſtances where the wiſeſt nations have de- 
parted from the line of ſound policy, and by the operation of va- 
rious cauſes, on the natural frailty of human counſels and conduct, 
adopted meaſures at once injurious to themſelves and to their neigh- 
bours ? or is wiſdom of eonduct to be the poſſeſſion in perpetuity — 


the excluſive right—of all the ſucceſſive Adminiſtrations and Par- 
liaments which, in all times to come, are to hold the reins of go- 


vernment, and exerciſe the functions of legiſlation in Great Britain? 
Should the prineiples which now prevail on-commercial ſubjects 
loſe their influence; ſhould diſputes, prejudices, paſſion, and ani- 
moſity, ever take their place in adjuſting the relations of trade be- 
tween the two iflands { and to what binding laws, to what inviola- 
ble treaty can Ireland appeal ? or what will then avail towards 
compelling the admiſſion of her commodities into the Britiſh ports 
and markets, or the exportation of what ſhe may want from thence, 
her own Parliament, the ſuppoſed adequate guardian of her trade, 
its vigilance, its regulations, and its bounties? Will the indepen- 
dence and diſtinctneſs of that Parliament be able to ward off the 
blow, which on ſuch a ſuppoſition may be aimed at her proſperity, 
when ſhe ſhall have ſhut her cars to that warning voice which now 
calls upon her to liſten to the ſalutary meaſure by which alone ſhe 
can be really and completcly ſecured againſt the poſſibility of ſuch 
an evil? . 

We are, it is true, too apt to think, when we think ſuperficially, 
that our deſcendants will never relapſe into errors ſimilar to thoſe of 
our forefathers, from which we have eſcaped ; and that what appears 
right and wiſe to us, muſt be thought ſo by them. But docs expe- 
rience confirm this opinion ? Thoſe who have attended to the 
great and numerous fluctuations of ſyſtem in our .national policy, 
toreign and domeſtic, will, I believe, decide otherwiſe. 


* 


We think our fathers fools, ſo wiſe we grow: 
Our wiſer ſons, no doubt, will think us ſo— 


is the ſenſible, though perhaps not very poetical reflection of a great 
and ſagacious poet. Have we. not heard the obſolete notion of- mak- 
ing Ireland a Britiſh garriſon, revived in this Houſe, and from a moſt 
reſpectable quarter? On the preſent occaſion it was indeed, I think, a 
lingle, and, if the honourable gentleman will pardon the expreſſion, 
a ſingular opinion; but a change of time and eireumſtances may per- 
haps render it leſs ſo, I dread to reflect on the poſlibility of its 
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\ | 
ever becoming reaſonable ; thoſe, however, who will have to deter. 


mine, may think it ſo, when the ſentiments of none of us can have 
any ſhare in the deliberation. 


What was the caſe of Scotland ? every body muſt now admit 


that, being under the ſame King, who was alſo head of both Par- 


liaments, and with the rules of ſucceſſion to the Crown (till the Re- 
volution) the ſame in both kingdoms, it would have been the in- 
tereſt of England to have encouraged the trade of Scotland, and 
conferred upon her every favour that could have tended to increaſe 


her proſperity. 


to her ? 


But how different was the conduct ſhe actually held 
Was the Parliament of Scotland leſs independent than 


the Iriſh Parliament has been ſince 178 2? and does it not appear 
from hiſtory that Scotland was to the full as deſirous, had ſhe had 
the means of eſtabliſhing a national commerce, and rivalling in her 
proportion the trade and manufactures of the neighbouring kingdom, 
as Ireland can now poſſibly be to retain and augment thoſe which 
ſhe at preſent poſſeſſes? 

In 1785, thoſe perſons in Ireland who in my opinion had the 
beſt knowledge of her intereſts, did not think the advantages ſhe 
then enjoyed from her commercial connection with Great Britain, 
were ſufficiently ſafe under the ſhield of Britiſh aRs and Britiſh po- 
licy ; © they wiſhed to have the ſecurity of a legiſlative compaQ,' 
(Mr. F:/ter's Speech, p. 87.) and this country was deſirous to give 
them that ſecurity, in as binding and permanent a form as was 
compatible with the exiſtence of diſtint Legiſlatures. The miſ- 
taken jealouſy of ſpeculative independence defeated the plan. It is 
now propoſed to give them a legiſlative ſecurity of a much more 
binding nature, one as indiſſoluble as human wiſdom can deviſe or 


imagine ; 
for the mueli more imperfect meaſure of that year, even in reſpe& 


but we are now told by ſome of the ſtrongeſt advocates 


to commerce, that a compact by Union, to diſſolve which no legiti- 
mate authority would any longer exiſt in either country, would be a 
meaſure pregnant with danger and miſchief to Triſh trade and manu- 


factures. 


(Mr. Fzſter's Speech, p. 91). 


Sir, with what ſucceſs 


the conſiſtency of theſe ſentiments has been contended for, I ſhall 
leave to others to determine ; ; it is now, it ſeems, thought ſafeſt 
ſolely to truſt to © a connection rivetted on the intereſts, the ſen- 
+, timents, and the affections of both nations, and thoſe rivets cloſed 
and kept firm by the regulations of 1782.” (Mr. Faſter's Speech, 


mM 109. Vide alſo, p. 48,51, 55, 63). 


Some admit that there are commercial benefits ſtill left for Great 


Britain to beſtow; 


2 


7 


that a perfealy free communication between the 
two iflands, a complete interchange of commoditics of all ſorts, 
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without the charge of any kind of duty in their tranſit from the one 
to the other, would greatly redound to the advantage of Ireland; 
that ſhe would then ſend more manufactured goods to Great Bri- 
tain than ſhe yet does, and receive a greater quantity and variety of 
raw materials from thence. But then it is aſked, why ſhould not 
this country complete her ſyſiem of liberality to the fiſter kingdom ? 
That' is in one moment called liberality, which in another is de- 
ſcribed as mere ſelfiſhneſs, or an unwilling ranſom extorted by in- 
timidation. Why ſhould ſhe not grant to Ireland, without the con- 
dition of an Union, what by benefiting her muſt alſo benefit 
herſelf ? 

Cthers, however, tell us, that if the Britiſh Miniſter were to aſk 
them what farther trade could be opened? what new manufactures 
promoted? their anſwer would be * You can give us nothing, and 
© our only requeſt on the part of Ireland is, that you will let us 
alone.“ (Mr. F:fter's Speech, p. 77). 

Both theſe grounds are taken by different perſons in arguing 
againſt an Union, and for the purpoſe of proving that Ireland either 
ought to obtain, or, if ſhe has already obtained, ought for ever to 
be permitted to poſſeſs every poſſible benefit of trade ſhe can derive 
from this kingdom, without our propoſing that ſhe ſhould agree to 
that meaſure ; that is, agree to a ſettlement which, while it would 
afford the only permanent ſecurity for thoſe benefits, would, in my 
opinion, at the ſame time confer others of a ſtill more important na- 
ture than any commercial advantage whatever, both on that country 
and on this. 

With that opinion, I do not ſcruple to ſay, in regard to ſuch 
commercial boons as may ſtill be left in the power of Great Britain, 
that I would not be haſty to part with them, if there were any chance 
that a belief that they can only be acquired through an Union, might 
work in its favour on the ſelfiſh. tempers of thoſe who overlook the 
many more weighty political reaſons for its adoption. 

As to the advantages which have already been granted, though it 
may be true that, in contributing to the proſperity of Ireland, they 
alſo promote that of the whole empire, of which ſhe forms ſo ma- 


terial a part; what if the machinations of foreign and domeſtic ene- 


mies, — the ſuggeſtions of ill- directed national vanity, — the exag- 
gerated and miſtaken principle of independence, —and the reſtleſs 
and proſelytical ſpirit of democracy, ſhould ſucceed in tearing aſunder 
this mighty limb from the imperial body : would it, in ſuch caſe, 
be ſtill for the intereſt of Great Britain to continue the laws by 
Which thoſe advantages have been beſtowed ? 

Sir, I do not like to purſue this train of reflection; but I am fa- 
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tisfied, for many reaſons which I think muſt occur to all who hear 


me, and of which ſome have been lately ftated in another place with 
irreſiſtible ſtrength and perſpicuity of argument, that thoſe cauſes are 
g, ſome of them open and avowed, others 
more ſilent, and ſcarcely perceptible to the very perſqns actuated by 
them, but all with ſuch increafing energy, that if an Union docs 
not ſcon take place, a ſeparation, unfortunate to Great Britain and 
ruinous to Ircland, certainly will. . 

I have already mentioned my perſuaſion, that the people of Tre. 
land will in time, after a really final ſettlement of the connection 
and relations between the two countries by an incorporating Union, 
expcrience the advantages of a communication of Engliih capital 
and credit. This poſition, when ſtated by much more weighty 
authority, has been treated, I find, as * a fooliſh, abſurd, or, 
and unſupported affertion.' _ (Mr. F:/ier's Speech, p. 68, 7 
How this ſeleQion of epithets ſhould have been ſo made and ap- 
plied by a perſon of known judgment, good temper, and urbanity, 


it is not my buſineſs to inquire ; but I think the aſſertion, which 


by the bye, as it related to what may be expected to happen, was an 
aſſertion only of opinion and belief, may be conſidered as approach. 
INg as nearly to a prediction of the tr uth as any thing can do, which 


mere human foreſight may conjecture and pronounce. concerning 


future conſequences and events. Is much argument neceffary to 


convince us that monicd men will be more ready than at preſent to 
lend their capital on landed ſecurity, or to pledge their credit by 
partnerſhips in trade and manufactures in that country, after it ſhall 
poſſeſs a ſteady uniformity of government, — the ſame legiſlature 
with themſclves,—an eſtabliſhed conformity of legal decitions to 
thoſe whereby their property is regulated and fecurcd at home, — in- 
ternal peace and habitual induſtry 7 : 

But a detail is gone into to thow that Engliſh money is not 
likely to be tranſported to Ireland and veſted there, either in trace 
or manufacdures. 

If I underſtand the general ſcope of that detail, and if I do not, 
it muſt be owing to the little familiarity I have with ſuch ſubjects, 
it is this: Iſt, A Union will not carry over Engliſh capital to be 
employ ed in the manufacory in Ireland of any of the great articles 
of conſumption with which we now ſupply that country, viz. wool- 
lens, cotton goods, iron, and pottery, becauſe England has advantages 
for thoſe fabrics not to be found in Ireland, and which will always 
render them ſo much cheaper in the former country, that the Iriſh 
conſumer will rather import them from thence, than buy them as 
made at home. 2d, Neither will an Union induce the Engliſh ca- 
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pitalit to eſtabliſh ſuch manufactures in Ireland for exportation to 


foreign” markets, becauſe thoſe foreign markets have been long as 
open to Ireland as they can be after an Union, and yet no ſuch eſta- 
bliſmments hase taken place. 3d, As it will not carry over Engliſh 
capital to elicbliſh, either for Iriſh conſumption or foreign export, 
thoſe manufactures in which Britain excels Ireland; neither will 
it attract it to that manufacture in which Ireland underſells Great 
Britain, namely, the linen ; “ for though that manufactory has been 
© free and proſperous in Ireland for thefe ninety years, and has af- 
© forded many great fortunes to the induſtrious who have engaged 
© in it, yet hardly any Britiſh capital has ſettled in it.“ Mr. Faſter's 
Speech, p. 75). | | 
Permit mc, Sir, to examine ſhortly how theſe different points are. 
made out. | 
Iron and pottery, it is ſaid, © depend fo totally on plenty and 

© cheapneſs of fuel, that they exiſt only in the coal countries, and 
© have never been known, even in England, to make what can be 
© called a ſettlement at any diſtance from a plentiful colliery. In 
© the pottery too, the flint and clay which are ſo abundant in Eng- 
© land, have not yet been found in any quantity in Ireland, and in 
fact there is not a ſingle pottery in Ireland. It is ſelf-evident, 


© therefore, that theſe manufactures never can travel from the coun- 
[4 


Ireland ;—and the ſame facility of fuel muſt give to Britain a 


decided preference in all manufactures where ſteam engines 
cheapen the price of labour. Woollens, though eftabliſhed for 


0 


miles from the coal country, and they are manufactured there to 


value of near GO, oool. a year, though burdened with an impor- 
tant duty of more than 8 per cent. And as to ccttons, machi- 
nery being more uſed in this manufaQory than in the others, the 
Iriſh cannot, even on the eaſtern coaſt oppoſite the Britiſh collie- 
ries, make cotton twiſt within at leaſt 20 per cent. as cheap as 
Britain can ſupply. them. In Britain, during the continuance 
of Arkwright's patent, this fabric was ſubje to a heavy charge 
on that accuunt ; but though ſuch excluſive privilege did not exiſt 
in Ireland, no Engliſh money was ever employed to fit up his 
machinery there.” (Mr. Faſter's Speech, p. 68, 69, 70, 
72, 73). | 


A 


You will perceive how much ſtreſs is laid in this enumeration - | 


of dithoulties on the circumſtance of fuel. But let us not take it 
for granted, either that cheapneſs of fuel is ſo indiſpenſable a re- 
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try which has coal, to that which has it not— from Britain to 


centuries in Yorkſlvre, have never travelled in any diredion ten 


ſuch advantage over Ireland, that England ſupplies her to the 


LE RS _— . 
2 "VS ot ſh Duo 
a . w $ | Jo 
— n — 
— — — — . — — 
8 - > 


_ — 2 N 
25 —— — —— 


T — — — S< LY 

- = * 

_ — „ . 

„„ — 1 
— — — — png ——-„— 
* — * * * * 5 
2” . — — — „ 2 * 
mg * = 
. o Se - * — 

D K — — 


— — 


. 


_— - ware. —— ry 

EE - g 
- _ 

©. 


de C » 9 5 - 
. TR 4 _ 4 * bs U + * 
» + * 1 P * — 
— mg" #.3 N e Wan 2 bs F 5 - * Fis 
691 e 2 n * AF.» 3 
4 5 . 4, #7 46% ; N 5 eee e - 
p IF >. 1 E e . rr * 5 * ins 
2 . W EO I be hath anos * * - #7 « 1 . 
. 


rr as yt . eG» 
N Q 


7 IA” 
K 2 . 4d 
W 
De ＋ o 
* 15 


n 
wid 


. 
198 8 
Fl 
— LA: Ne 44 
4 . 


CD PETERS, 


v \.! 
= 


3 


Ll e 41 
Pas 


N n 
ERS wax. * i 


= 000m 
* 


—— — —— — 
— wh — 
. 4 JL 
ED ED 2 — a Ars — 


— 

775 1 DS. oe” 

—_— aer 8 
wh L * N 


2 


—— — —— 3 — — — 
„ 44a < * 3 — 
dy 
* 
— 
— . 


1 eee 953 


410 PARLIAMENTARY 


quilite to cheapneſs of manufacture, even in the inſtances in queſ. 
tion, as that 1t may not be compenſated for by other circumſtances ; 
or that abundance of coal is a benefit, which nature has ſo abſolutely 
denied to Ireland as ſeems in this part of the argument to have been 
aſſumed. 

Take the caſe of iron: J am informed that ſome of the artieles 
made of that metal which require the greateſt conſumption of coals, 


ſor example anchors, are manufactured in this metropolis, where 


fuel is, I believe, dearcr than in almoſt any other part of the king. 
dom. Labour is allo dearer here than in moſt of the other ſea- 
port towns, to which thoſe enchiors are to be ſent. Yet other cir- 
cumftances having occaſioned the employment of the capital, and 
the cultivation of the ſkill neceſſary for that buſineſs in this place, 
it ſeems that it ean be carricd on, on the whole, to more advantage 
here than where both coals and labour are much cheaper. The 
importance of the cheapneſs of fuel to the manufacturing of other 
commodities made of iron, is much over-rated; it is certainly a 
very material circumſtance in regard to coarſer articles ; but it will 
be found, by confulting the proper documents, that four-fifths of 
the goods made of iron, which are annually exported from Great 
Britain to Ireland and other parts of the world, conſiſt of goods in 
the manufacture of which the price of coals has hardly any pereep- 
tible effect: the principal value of thoſe goods is derived from the 
ſkill and labour of the artiſan ; but labour is alſo dearer in the places 
where they are made, chiefly Birmingham and Sheffield, than in 
moſt parts of the world. The only advantage therefore Great Bri- 
tain poſſeſſes as to ſuch articles, ariſes from the ſuperior ſkill, ex- 
pertnefs, and eelerity of the workman. But with the encourage- 
ment which a new ſtate of things would hold out to the Iriſh manu- 
factures, is it to be doubted that they will attain to an equality in 
thoſe reſpects with thoſe of this country? * 

The ſtatement as to the woollen goods made in Great Britain, would 
lead an inattentive perſon to ſuppoſe that this manufacture was al- 
moſt entirely confined to Yorkſhire. That county, or rather a eir- 


* I am informed that the city of Leige affords a ftriking example of 
the ſmall relative importance of cheapneſs of fuel and labour, to the ſuc- 
ceſs of the moſt valuable manufactures in iron. That city had been for 
mary ages noted for thoſe manufactures; coals may be dug almoſt at the 
very gates of the town, and at a very trifling expence, as the veins are to be 
found within a few feet of the ſurface, and there is hardly any part of the 
continent where proviſions are cheaper and more abundant ; yet Birming- 
ham and Sheffield now underſell Leige in thoſe very manufactures for which 
ſhe had been long ſo famous, with the exception of a very few articles, # 
the Tate of not leſs than 15 to 25 per cent. 
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ent within that county, of not more than ten miles every way, is 
called its © old and great ſettlement.“ (Mr. F;er's Speech, p. 69). 
But the faR is, that the trade there, though certainly very extenſive, 
is confined chiefly to the coarſer kind of cloths, while the principal 
ſeat of the manufactory of fine cloths, as well as of the light and 
fancy woollen goods, is in a part of England where coals are much 
dearer than in a great many parts of Ireland, namely, at Bradford, 
Trowbridge, and Chippenham. 

The real caſe as to the Iriſh woollen trade is, that Ireland works 
up all the wool ſhe produces, though ſhe now only exports to the 
value of about 12,5001. yearly, inſtead of 110,2071. her export 
of that article a century ago, and ſhe receives from this country to 
the annual amount of 580,7231l. This is no longer owing to the 
reſtrictive condition of a compact long ago at an end; nor does it 
appear that the goods of this material which ſhe does make, are 
dearer or neceſſarily ſo than thoſe ſhe imports from hence, the qua- 
lity of each being conſidered we are told the true reaſon ; it is, 
that agriculture and the linen manufaQure are found to give better 
profit in land than ſheep afforded ;* (Mr. F:fter's Speech, p. 7 2.) 
a reaſon which, no doubt, as to that manufacture, will continue to 
operate, whatever may become of the preſent duties upon it, in its 
tranſit either from Ireland to this country, or from hence to 
Ireland. 

In the cotton buſineſs I underſtand the conſumption of coals is, 
comparatively ſpeaking, very inconfiderable. . Fuel is not more 
abundant now in England than it was five- and- twenty years ago; 
yet during that period the quantity of cotton wool manufactured in 
Great Britain has increaſed from three to near thirty millions of 
pounds. The importation of the raw material is alike open to 
Ireland : that country abounds in weavers; and I am told the 
workman who is in the practice of weaving linen is capable, with 
little or no previous inſtruction or practice, of becoming an expert 
weaver of plain cottons. What then is the real cauſe of her pay- 
ing to this country more than 100,000. a year for cotton goods 
manufactured here? what but the want of that capital which alone 
excites the induſtry and attention, and thereby improves the {kill of 
the workman, furniſhes the means of dividing labour, which 
diminiſhes its coſt beyond any difference—a difference inthe amount 
which wages and expence of living can ever occafion, and enables the 
opulent trader to give long credit, fupport accidental loſſes, and 
thrive under a much ſmaller profit than is requiſite to others 


© fortunate in that reſpect, who might attempt to become his 
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than gs. 5d. ; when exported to Ireland, they pay but 1s. 9d. in. 


duty; and an inexhauſtible ſupply from Wales, Whitehaven, and 


freight and other charges is really conſiderably leſs between thoſe 
parts of Great Britain and Ircland, than to the places in Eng. 
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But, does Great Britain poſſeſs ſuch advantages over Ireland h 
reſpect of fuel as has been ſuppoſed ? 
Many coal-mines exiſt, and are worked in Ireland, (Mr. Tiger 
Speech, p. 88; and Mr. Beautort's Memoir, p. 27.) and [ be. 
lieve in many parts of it the veins are rich and extenſive. M.. 
Evans, engincer to the Grand Canal, in his evidence laid before the 
Iriſh Houſe of Commons in 1 783, as quoted two years afterward 
at the bar of this Houſe, ſaid, © That the Kilkenny collierics, i 
properly worked, were capable of producing 300,000 tons gf 
* culm yearly ; that this might be carried by the canal, and fold x 
the diſtance of forty miles for 18. 6d. per barrel of 4 ct.; that 
there were collicrics at Lough Allen, equal in quantity, if properly 
worked, to the ſupply of the whole kingdom, and in quality equa, 
© if not ſuperior, to the beſt Whitchaven coals.” (Minutes of Evi. 
dence, 2d of May 1783.) There are ſeams of coal at Drumglaß 
and Dunganncn, (Izung's Tour, vol. ii. p. 91.) faid to be of 
ſuch thickneſs and goodneſs as to be more than equal to fix times 
the conſumption of Dublin; and thoſe collieries are within a fey 
miles of a canal by which a water communication is already open 
to that city, and every other part of Ireland. What has been the 
real cauſe that thoſe mines have not hitherto been turned to a. 
count? Not the want of encouragement ſrom the Iriſh Parliament; 
they have bcen always ready and liberal in furniſhing public aid to 
works promiſing to prove of public benefit. But experience hr 
long ſhown that public money, even to profuſion, will not perform 
the functions of private capital, the utter deficiency of which ap- 
pears to have occaſioned the failure of every undertaking hitherto 
formed for completing the works neceſſary to furniſh the metropolis 
and country of Ireland with this valuable commodity from her 
Own mines. | 
After all, while coals brought coaſtwiſe from one part of England 
to another, excluſive of London, are ſubject to a duty of ſome- 
what more than 58. 9d. per chaldron, and if to London, of no [els 


Great Britain; and, if for the uſe of the manufaQturies, no Irilh 


the weſt of Scotland, is open to the whole extent of the eaſtern 
ſhores of Ireland; and from the ſhortneſs of the run and other 
circumſtances, beſides the inferiority of duty, the expence of 


land where the manufacturer is obliged to have his fucl by Water— 
carriage. | 
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In regard to the flint and clay uſed in the pottery wares, if faith 
is to be given to the teſtimony of a perſon who knew that buſineſs 
very thoroughly, it will appear that England is far from poſſeſſing 
ſuch great natural advantages over Ireland as has been ſuppoſed. 
The late Mr. F/edgwood, on his examination before this and the 


other Houſe of Parliament, when the Iriſh Propoſitions were de- 


pending, ſtated, that ſome of the flints uſed in this manufacture are 
brought from the Iriſh ſhore, being picked up from the ballaſt of 
Iriſh veſſels diſcharged at Liverpool; and that the finer clay is pro- 
cured on the coaſt of England, and can be ſhipped at 6 or 7s. per 
ton ; but that from the additional charge of the inland carriage, it 
coſts when it reaches Staffordſhire from 11. 168. to 21. 2s. His 
concluſion was, that if the Propoſitions had been adopted, Ireland 
might have underſold Great Britain in pottery goods 40 or 50 per 
cent. (Minutes of Evidence, &e. at the bar of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, 2d May 1785, p. 177, 178. At the bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, 16th June 1785, p. 145. 152. 160, 161.) 

To ſhow that Britiſh capital will not, in conſequence of a legiſ- 
lative Union, be veſted, or Britiſh credit pledged, either in the eſta- 
bliſhment of new Iriſh manufactures for foreign markets, or in the 
farther cultivation and extenſion of the exiſting linen trade of that 
country, the reaſoning drawn from the experience of what has hap- 
pened while there was no ſuch Union, proceeds on a direct petitio 
principii, on the aſſumption that ſuch Union will neither furniſh 
invitations which cannot be expected, nor remove obſtacles which 
cannot be done away, by any other means. Indeed, the great ſtaple 
commodity of Ireland, her linen, is even now much more indebted 
to Britiſh credit than from the ſtatements I have referred to would 
be ſuppoſed, It may be true that, in a ſtrict ſenſe, ' Britiſh capital 
has not * ſet/led* (to any extent) in Ireland, that is, that perſons 
from this kingdom have not removed with large capitals to reſide in 
that country for the purpoſe of carrying on a traffic in Iriſh linens. 
But is it a correct inference from thence, that Britiſh money has had 
no influence in promoting the fabric of thoſe linens? I have the 
very beſt reaſon to believe, that in general the linen manufacturers 
and merchants in Iteland, in order to be able to carry on their buſi- 
neſs, find it neceffary to draw on the agent or factor here to whom 
their confignments are made, immediately after the goods are 
ſhipped, for about two-thirds of the amount of their value, although - 
a very conſiderable part of thoſe goods often remain cn the hands 
of ſuch eonſignee for fix or nine months, and he is afterwards fre- 
quently obliged to continue ſtill longer out of his money by. the · 
credit he is expected to give to the purchaſers. 

Vox. IX. 3H 
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ſatisfied only by he eſtabliſhment of a democratic Republic with 3 


414 PARLIAMENTARY 


Sir, the ſecurity and advancement of trade and manufactures are 
unqueſtionably matters of great national concern; but I can never 


| look upon them as the chief, much leſs as the excluſive objects of 


Government. I am ſatisfied Ireland would gain by an Union with 


Great Britain advantages much more important; / Smith's Wealth 
of Nations, vol. iii. p. 460.) general civilization; ſettled habits 


of morality and true religion, in the room of the blind ſuperſtition 
and fanatical rage, now too commonly to be found among the dif. 
ferent ſects in that country; a uniform ſubmiſſion to law; and 
that which is eſſential to the attainment of thoſe great ends, the 
mitigation and gradual extinction of the ſpirit of diſturbance, in- 
ſurreQion, devaſtation, plunder and maſſacre, which has prevailed 
among the Iriſh peaſantry with more or leſs violence, but almoſt 
without intermiſſion, as far back as we can trace their authentic 
hiſtory, though under various pretexts, and with various diſtinctions 
and appellations, ſerving at different periods as the watch-words for 
every ſpecies of bloody and barbarous hoſtility, It would be a uſe- 
leſs, tedious, and diſguſting taſk, to enter into the particulars of this 
ſort, with which the annals of Ireland are filled, eſpecially fince 
the period when the unfortunate adherence of the majority of the 
people to the errors of the Romiſh church eſtabliſhed the great 
divifion of her inhabitants into Proteſtants and Papiſts. 

I own I have been often aſtoniſhed to find men of ſenſe and in- 
formation imputing this melancholy condition of ſociety in Ireland, 
to this or the other meaſure or ſyſtem of this or the other miniſtry 
of the preſent reign ; a reign too which has been diſtinguiſhed by a 
continued ſeries of acts of lenity and beneficence to that country. 
But I was particularly ſurpriſed, upon a late occaſion, to hear all the 
miſeries and diſcord we have lately witneſſed, all the bloodſhed 
which has deluged our ſiſter kingdom, charged to the recall of a 
reſpectable and amiable Nobleman from the Lord Lieutenaney in 
the ſpring of 1795. Is it then believed that all would have been 
well if Lord Fitzwilliam had been left to govern Ireland, on the 
principles which he had been adviſed, or was reſolved to adopt? Is 


it thought that the diſciples of Tone, whoſe political goſpel was 


framed and promulgated years before the appointment of that Chief 
Governor, would have been ſatisfied with his intended grant of 
Catholic emancipation, and his intended refuſal of Parliamentary 
Reform? Sir, we have demonſtrative -proof that the conceſſion of 
both would not have ſatisfied them. That preacher of revolution 
and his diſciples were to be ſatisfied with nothing that His Ma- 
jeſty's Government, or his Parliament, could give; they were to be 
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Gallo- Hibernian Directory; while the imaginations of their mad 
and deluded followers were inflamed—not with conſiderations of 
religion or legiſlature —of this or that ſet of dogmas - or this or 
that form and right of election — but with a rage for the invaſion 
of property; the abolition of tithes and even rent, on the true 
French plan, without compenſation or equivalent; the extinction of 
all law, civil and criminal ! * 

Others admit that the misfortunes of Ireland are not ſolely im- 
putable to the recall of Lord Camden's predeceſſor, or to what I be- 
lieve they modeſtly and charitably denominate the weak and wicked 
policy of His Majeſty's. preſent Miniſters. They are willing to 
allow that former Adminiſtrations, for a long courſe of years, are 
entitled to their ſhare in the blame. In truth, Sir, if the ſervants 
of the Crown, at different periods, were anſwerable for thoſe in- 
veterate and ever-recurring diſorders of that country which have 
prevailed during their reſpective adminiſtrations, not one could be 
exculpated of all thoſe who have at any time had- a ſhare in the 
government of the empire, from the days of Burleigh, Bacon, and 
Walſingham, down to thoſe of their preſent ſucceſſors in the reſpon- 
fible departments of the State ; neither Lord Strafford, a name not 
free, perhaps, from juſt reproach, but illuſtrious alſo for talents and. 
virtues, to which his deſcendant, the noble Earl I have mentioned, 
muſt look back with ſatĩsfaction and pride; nor Lord Clarendon, the 
Dukes of Ormond, Lord Somers, Lord C:wper, Sir Robert Malpole, 
Mr. Pelbam, &e. &c. any more than thoſe whom we ourſelves have 
known at different times entruſted by his preſent Majeſty with the 
eonduct of public affairs. But do gentlemen ſeriouſly believe that 
all the fueceſſive meaſures of ſo many great, enlightened, and liberal 
Stateſmen, have been inſpired by blind i ignorance, tyrannical op- 
preſſion, or infatuated folly ? Sir, I cannot agree in ſuch a lampoon, 
both on the memory of ſo many great men whom I have learned 
to reverence and admire, and on the general principles and prac- 
tice of the Engliſh Government for more than two centuries. I 
believe every thing which wife and impartial policy | could 
ſuggeſt has, at different times, been tried, and, alas! tried in vain, 
during that long period; though it- cannot be denied that occaſions 
have alſo intervened, where paſſion, prejudice, and ſhort-fighted 
maxims of Government have prevailed. But, on the whole, the 
unavoidable concluſion is this to adopt the words of one of the 
learned barriſters to whom J referred in an early part of what I have 
ſubmitted to the Houſe, as I have ſeen them reported There is 
* ſome radical error in the item of Iriſh government, and this 
ſhould be ſought ſor and correRed, elſe the ſeeds of diſcontent will 
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* fructify for ever.” The gentleman, indeed, ſeems to have meam 
a radical error, not in the frame and conflitution, but in the adminiſ. 
tration of the Iriſh Government. That opinion J have, I think, 
clearly refated. To what remaining ſource then are we to trace 
this fundamental defect, whoſe exiſtence is ſo manifeſt ? To what 
other can it be traced, but to the imperfections incident to a local 
and diſtin Parliament, in a country forming but part, and the leaf 
powerful part, of an extenſive empire; to that Parliament which, 
though often, and now I believe particularly, containing in it men of 
as much- talents and integrity as can exiſt any where, has yet, after 
the experience of ages, been found inadequate to provide an effec- 
tual remedy for the hicherto incurable maladics of the country: 
Permit me, Sir, here to advert to certain arguments I have lately 
met with, to prove that it cannot be expected that an incorporated 
Legiſlature, aſſembled at Weſtminſter, ſhould be able to tranquillize 
Ireland, or gradually eſtabliſh civilization and a peaceable ſubmiſſion 
to the authority of the laws among the lower order of its inhabi- 
tants. Such a Parliament will be unacquainted, it ſeems, with the 
local circumſtances of a kingdom * which it never ſees, and will 
be at too great a diſtance to adminiſter in time to the wants or 
wiſhes of the people, or to guard againſt exceſſes or diſcontents. (Mr. 
Fiſter's Speech, p. 65.) L. might ſuppoſc, from this ſtatement, 
that the Iriſh Parliament is in a continual progreſs through the 
land, or ready to fly at a moment from one end of it to the other, 
whenever wiſhes are to be gratified, or diſcontents ſuppreſſed. Does 
the Britiſh Legiflature, in its aggregate ſtate, ever ſee more of Great 
Britain than is contained within the walls of this or the other Houſe 
of Parliament; or is it not the province of the Executive Miniſters of 
Government, not of the Legiſlature, on ſudden emergencies, to dil- 
penſe inſtant favours or apply inſtant coercion, if the good of the 
eommunity ſhall require the one fort of interpoſition or the other; 
ſubject, no doubt, to the cenſure of the Legiſlature, if they ſhall 
unneceſſarily on ſuch occaſions, tranſgreſs, but entitled to indemnity 
if they ſhall appear to have acted wiſely, in exceeding the bounds 
of their law ful authority ? 
Since, as has been truly ſaid, * neither peace nor war neceſſarily 
© require the act of either Legiſlature,” (Mr. Feſter's Speech, 
p-. 53.) and the ſupreme Executive Government in London is, by 
the Conſtitution of the Empire, entruſted with the care. of repelling 
any ſudden and unexpected invaſion even of Ireland, by. a foreig? 
enemy, one would imagine the branches of that Exceutive Govern- 
ment which will continue reſident in Dublin, might be {uppoſed 
| {equate to whatever immediate meaſures any emergency alike ſud - 
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gen and unexpected may call for, towards the ſuppreſſion of nots, 
jnſurrection, or rebellion in that country. 

Jam moft willing and ready to allow extraordinary merit to the 
energy of the Iriſh Parliament during the late fatal rebellion, which 
the concurrent exertions of both Legiſlatures, of the Executive Go- 
vernment of both countries, and, above all, of the brave troops of 
Ireland and Great Britain, under the benign providence of God, 
have ſo fortunately repreſſed, though, I fear, not totally extin- 
oviſhed ; but I ſhould think f it an il] compliment to the Iriſh Par- 
lameat and the Iriſh nation, were I to ſuppoſe that the diſtinguiſhed 
ſhare they have had in the happy change which has been effected, 
could be in any great degree aſcribed to the impreſſion made by a 
proceſſion of two hundred Members of that Parliament, with the 
mace at their head, through the Greets of Dublin, from College 
Green to the Caſtle. (Mr. Faſter's Speech, p. 66). 

It ſeems this idea of a Reſident Legiſlature is to be carried fo far 
as to warrant the ſuppoſition, that if Scotland had had its Partiament 
ſiting at Edinburgh, the conſpiracy which has been traced to that 
country, would have been ſooner developed, and more completely 


that the Scotch Union ſhoaid be diffolved? Or is the Parliament 
in London only competent to preſerve tranquillity on the ſouth fide 
of the Tweed? 

It is aſked, if a reſident Parliament and reſident gentry cannot 
{often the manners, amend the habits, or promote ſocial intercourſe, 


will no Parliament and fewer reſident gentry do it? (Mr. Foſter's 


Speech, p. 64). I anſwer this by another queſtion, Has what is 
called a reſident Parliament done it? It has not: it is not pre- 
tended that it has. And as to the United Legiſlature being no Par- 
lament for Ireland, I have endeavourcd, and I truſt with ſucceſs, 
to ſhow, in a former part of what I have ſaid, how extremely ill- 
founded that propoſition is. With regard to the reſidence of the 
rich gentry, 1 ſhall ſubmit a few obſervations by and by. None, 
in my opinion, are requilite in anſwer to the remarks concerning the 


plots which. have exiſted in this kingdom, and the pertinacious ad- 


herence of the Welſh to their national language, and of the High- 
landers to theirs and their ancient dreſs. (Mr. Foſter's Speech, 
p. 67). For who can be perſuaded as to thoſe circumſtances (the 
firſt moſt ſerious indeed, but of a temporary nature, and ariſing from 
accidental cauſes ; the others ſuch as are not to be changed, if ſuch 
a change i is really important, but by the gradual and flow operation 


increaſing intercourſe), that there is any ſort of compariſon be- 


een them and the rooted evils of habitual refiſtance to all laws 
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crulned. (Mr. Viſter's Speech, p. 66). Is it then recommended 
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and infurrection againſt all legitimate authority, ſo prevalent in 
Ireland ? | 

It has been faid, Will a legiſlative Union appeafe Catholic diſ. 
content, or affuage the animoſity of the Proteſtants * I anſwer, 
I am fatisfied the ſeparate Parliament of Ireland never will, perhapy 
with fafcty it never can, admit the Catholics to participate in the 
higher political privileges of the ftate ; and the Catholics will never 
quictly ſubmit to an Triſb Parliament excluſively Proteſtant, having 
learned to conſider that excluſive juriſdiction as an oppreſſive tyran- 
meal ufurpation of the few upon the many. Perhaps a United Par. 
lament may find it ſafe to admit them; and if their admiſſion 
were ſafe, their excluſion would thenceforward be unjuſt. I will 
not now enter into the argument of that grave and momentous 
queſtion. I have often and long reflected upon it; and, if the oc- 
caſion ſhall ever require it, I ſhall be ready freely to deliver my ſen- 
timents in regard to it. I do not think the preſent occafion calls 
for its diſcufſion. I will only obſerve, that it ſeems to be the opi- 
nion as well of ſome of thoſe who beſt underſtand the intereſts of the 
Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, and are moſt peculiarly bound in duty to 
guard and maintain them, as of ſome who have come forward in 
public the earneſt and zealous oppoſers of the Catholic claims, ſhould 
the preſent local Parliament remain—of the venerable Primate of 
Ireland, as declared in his ſpeech on the 22d of January laſt, and 
of Dr. Duigenan, as ſtated in his celebrated anſwer to Mr. Grattai 
— that Catholic emancipation, as it is affectedly called, might, 
in caſe of che legiſlative incorporation of Ireland with this country, 
be acceded to without danger. The words of Dr. Duigenan ate 
remarkable. They ſtruck me much on the firſt appearance of his 
work, before this meaſure of Union had bcen ſo generally thought af 
as it has been ſince; and I then pointed them out to the attention 
of many of my friends. I believe they have already been referred 
to in ſome former debates ; but as the paſſage is ſhort, I will take 
the liberty of reading it. , 

© Tf we were one people with the Britiſh nation, the preponder- 
© ance of the Proteſtant body of the whole empire would be ſo 
great, that all rivalſhip and jealouſies between Proteſtants and 
* Romanifts would ceaſe for ever; and it would not be neceſſary, 
© for the fafety of the empire at large, to curb the Romaniſts by an 
© excluſive laws whatſoever.” Duigenan's Anſwer to Trattan, p· 7 9) 

If the Catholics ſhould not be admitted into the United Parlia- 
ment, tit} they will not then have to complain that they are ex- 
cluded by a great minority of the nation; nor will they be 20) 


longer expoſed to that ſenſe of a mortiſy ing and galling inferiorith 
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; which they ſay it is the habit, which I fear it is in the nature, of 

in their lecal Legiſlature to excite, acted upon and ſtirred up to perpetual 

; exertions of ſevere authority, by the jealouſy and apprehenfions to 

Ol which the ſtruggles of the Catholics, at their very doors in a man- 
der, ner, and under their immediate eye, continually give riſe to. 

= We have ſeen the invalidity of the reaſons by which ſome of the 

e 


. diſadvantages to Ireland, likely to ariſe from the aſſembling 


OY of the common Legiſlature out of that iſland, and at the metropolis 
W of the empire, have been attempted to be proved. Another of thoſe 
3 ſuppoſed diſadvantages remains to be noticed. It is · ſaid the preſent 
* tate of things keeps the purſe of the Iriſh nation in the honeſt hands 
ſon of an Iriſh Parliament ; and that if a number inferior to thoſe 
_ choſen by Great Britain ſhall be ſent from Ireland to an United 
WS Legiſlature, they will carry this purſe over, and, laying it at the 
My Miniſter's feet, deliver it up to his full power and uncontrolled diſ- 
cretion. (Mr. Feſter's Speech, p. 58, 59). The ſtrict economy of 
_ the Iriſh Parliament, and its prudent reſiſtance to the calls of the 
= Executive Government for pecuniary ſupplies, however juſt its claim 
fo to that praiſe, will not, I believe, be admitted by the majority of 
: ; thoſe who have oppoſed an Union, either on this or the other fide of 
mY the water. But has any body ever ſuppoſed that York, Briſtol and 
5 Liverpool, or Limerick, Cork and Waterford, have run a greater 
pi ; riſk than Weſtminſter and Dublin, in confiding the power of their 
| purſe to Parliaments aſſembled in thoſe laſt-mentioned cities? Sup- 
ye poſe a partner in a mercantile houſe eſtabliſhed in Cork to come to 
git England on account of the partnerſhip, and with full power to a& 
_ for it; if ſuch a perſon, during his abſence in this country, ſhould 
p 7. make a draft or accept a bill for the general behalf of the concern, 
2 wald there be more danger of injury to the houſe from an impro- 
*. vident exerciſe of his power in that reſpect in ſuch caſe, than if he 
5 ad had been deputed with equal authority to ſome other city in Ireland, 
pus to Derry or Belfaſt, and had exerciſed it-there ? 5 
But when ſuch topics as theſe are urged, do not gentlemen forget 
1 that, accordi ng to the reſolutions (/:de 7th Reſolution) propoſed to 
* be carried up to the Throne with this joint addreſs, the rate of 
wo taxation between the two kingdoms is to be regulated by fixed rules 
fury, and principles, to be agreed upon previous to the Union ? The 
jy any purſe of Ireland therefore will, in a peculiar degree, have for. its 
70 guardians not only the members Ireland ſhall elect, but thoſe alſo 
V. ehoſen by Great Britain, as they can never concur in taxing that 
5 nom; without impoſing a burden on this, in a proportion which 
3 reland as well as this country, and not in eonjunction with it, but 


crit while ill in its diſtin and ſeparate ſtate, ſhall have ſanRianed :. 
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and hence we have no occafion, here, to recur to the argument! 
ſometimes ſubmitted to the Houſe in order to ſhow the little ground 
there is to apprehend, that the general intereſts of Ireland will be 
overlooked or facrificed by a United Legiſlature. In this material 
inſtance of taxation, the very ſelfiſhneſs of Great Britain herſelf will 
protect (ſince there are ſtill thoſe who will delight in viewing their 
intereſts as different) the ſeparate purſe of Ireland. 
It ſeems. to be chiefly for the purpoſe of meeting this argument 


420 


that the alarms are raiſed to which I referred at the outſet ; leſt the 


articles of Union ſhould be infringed to the detriment of Ireland, 
whenever an infraction of them may be thought beneficial to Great 
Britain. To give colour to theſe apprehenſions, we are told of the 
diſavowal-of the compact of 178 2. This, it is ſaid, muſt create a 
ſuſpicion that any compact made in 1799 may be treated as lightly. 
(Mr. Faſter's Speech, p. 99). I have ſhown that no compact of 
the ſort infiſted on can have been intended in 1782 ;- that whatever 
was then held out on the part of this country has been ſtrictly ad- 
hered to; that the claim of the Britiſh Parliament to legiſlate for 
Ireland has never been renewed, as I am fatisfied it never will; 
but that when there is a compact between two diſtinct countries, if 
either of them ſhall break its part of it, the other may be able to 
reſume its former ſituation, whereas in a caſe of an incorporating 
Union, that is impoſſible ; and that therefore ſuch a compact can 
only be broken by lawleſs and revolutionary violence: which if it 
were attempted with ſucceſs after an Union, would diffolve the 


whole political machine, and & no more to be dreaded than any 


other imaginable and poſſible ſubverſion of the ſtate. 

What has been in fact the caſe as to the Scotch Union? No 
candid man who is verſed in the hiſtory of this country fince that 
memorable tranſaQion will deny that its ſpirit, in all its clear and 


important parts, in all its © fundamental and effential conditions, 


(Article 25) has been adhered to ever ſince with ſcrupulous and 
facred inviolability. The contrary, indeed, has been often, and 
was early attempted to be proved by the violence of faction and 
to ſerve the purpoſes of the day, though at the riſk of no matter 
what public miſchief and confuſion. Such, among others, was the 
attempt in 17 1 3, when, parties running high, the reluctance of the 
Scotch to ſubmit to a general malt-tax was laid hold of, and their 


repreſentatives perſuaded, though upon a doubtful conſtruction of 


one of the ſecondary clauſes of the treaty, and one whoſe effect at 
beſt was only to be of temporary and ſhort duration, to raiſe a Cr} 


that thoſe articles of the Union which were in favour of Scotland 


had been infringed ; and even to bring forward a motion in Parlia- 
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ment, (1ſt June 1713. Lord's Debates, vol. ii. p. 394. Con- 
tinuation of Rapin, vol. xviii. p. 83.) for its formal diffolution ; a 
motion which thoſe who had : encouraged it were far, I believe, 
from wiſhing to ſucceed, having done ſo merely with the hope that 
it would contribute to the overthrow of an adminiſtration to which 
they expected to ſucceed. In hunting for objections on the preſent 
occafion, the circumſtances of that occurrence have been eagerly 
looked into, and turned and twiſted in a great variety of ways. 
But as one of the laſt, and certainly not the leaſt of thoſe who have 
conceived it to be their duty publicly to oppoſe the propoſal of an 


Union between Ireland and Great Britain, ſcarcely appears to have 


thought they could be employed to any uſeful purpoſe on his fide of 
the queſtion, I do not deem it neceſſary for me to detain the Houſe 
by any particular obſervations upon them. | 

I do not exactly underſtand, after the candid declaration, that the 
extenſion of the late income-tax is neither a breach of any of the ar- 
ticles of the Scotch Union, nor even ſuſpected to have been meant 
as an evaſion of it, why it is mentioned as affording an argument to 
perſuade Ireland not to agree to a fimilar Union. Time and cir- 
© cumſtances,” it is ſaid, © have ſet aſide the great beneficial differ- 
© ence in taxation which induc2d Scotland to conſent to an Union.“ 
Mr. Fifter's Speech, p. 96). And we are told, that inſtead of 
* taxing the land, the income ariſing out of the land 1s taxed, and that 
© the effect is therefore the ſame to the Scotchman as if the articles 
© of Union were broken.“ (Mr. F:fter's Speech, p. 96). Sir, I 
ſhould like to aſk whether when the tea, the coffee, the wine, the 
ſugar, &c. a Scotchman purchaſes with the income ariſing from his 
land is taxed at the ſame rate as thoſe articles are in England, it 
might not as well be argued that this alters the ſettled proportion 
of land-tax, and amounts to a virtual breach of the articles of 
Union ? 

But what part of the hiſtory of that tranſaction proves that a dif- 
ference in taxation was the ruling motive with Scotland upon that 
occaſion ? The ratio of the tax on land between the two countries 
was ſettled on particular grounds, in my opinion reaſonable in them- 
ſelves, and ſatisfactory to the parties concerned; they may be. ſeen 
ſtated at length in De Foe's book. In regard to the taxation of a 
particular ſort of beer or ale uſed only in Scotland, a difference was 
alſo ſtipulated for in favour of that country, (Art. 7.) and likewife 
an exemption from certain temporary dutics then exiſtingin England, 
(Art. 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) and from any tax to be impoſed on 
malt during the war. Art. 14, ſupra p. 102). But as to all 
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the other great duties of cuſtoms and exciſe then in force in England, 
and all duties to be impoſed after the expiration of thoſe temporary 
taxes, except in the caſe of the ſort of beer I have mentioned, an 
equality of rates was expreſsly agreed to, (Art. 7, 8, 14, 15.) though 
with this equitable qualification, that, beſides a certain ſum to be 
paid immediately, a fund ſhould be created equal to ſuch portion of 
the ſhare of the common revenue which would be raiſed on Scot. 
land, as might be applicable to the then debts.of England ; to be 
applied, in the firſt place, to the extinction of the debts of Scotland, 
and afterwards to objects of local improvement there, (Art 15). 

I conceive that Scotland, when ſhe agreed to the Union, locked 
to far other advantages than a general and ſuppoſed beneficial differ- 
ence in taxation, a difference ſhe could always inſure without an 
Union. She looked to advantages which, by increaſing her wealth 
and general income, would enable her to flouriſh under an equal 
ratio of contribution, —the points the two parties had agreed on 
excepted, —to the common exigencies of the United State. Whe- 
ther ſhe has been diſappointed in that motive for her conduct, and 
that proſpect to which ſhe looked forward, I will now procced to 
Inquire. 

Indeed, that Scotland has thriven through the whole courſe of the 
preſent century to an extraordinary degree, in all the branches of 
national wealth and improvement, is a faq notorious to all who 


have attended to the progreſs of that part of the kingdom, but par- 


ticularly to ſuch as arc beſt acquainted with, or moſt intereſted in 
her concerns. The truth of the fact therefore does not ſeem to be 
controverted ; but it is ſaid, the argument is ſhallow which attri- 
* butes every increaſe of trade, of population, of wealth in Scotland, 
from that day to this, to the Union, as if nothing was due to the 
« progreſſive ſtate of the world during a century, and Scotland alone, 
© amidſt ſurrounding nations, was to have remained ſtationary ;' and 
it is added, if ſuch was the viciouſneſs of her conſtitution, the 
miſeries of her ſituation, or the depreſſion of her reſources, weil 
might ſlie have accepted any terms.” Mr. Fifter's Speech, 
p. 104). I do not believe it was ever the intention of any bucy 
to aſcribe all the improvements of Scotland excluſively to the Union. 
The general cauſes alluded, to have no doubt operated there, but one 
might aſk in this place, why thoſe cauſes are ſuppoſed to have been 
of ſuch powerful agency in Scotland ſince 1707, but of none in 
Ireland before and ſinee 1782 * 
It is often difficult to aſcertain with exact preciſion the qpecbe 
cauſes of national proſperity, and to aſſign to each its true ſhare in 
the general effect. If the Union put Scotland in a ſecure ſituation 
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of participating in the influence of events and circumſtances which 
were deſtined to meliorate in a greater or leſs degree all the parts of 
the Britiſh dominions, much was gained by that country, and thus 
far I think I have already proved. I have referred to the known 
oppreſſion exerciſed towards her by her more powerful neighbour 
while they had ſeparate Parliaments, the continuance or renewal of 
which was, by the Union, effectually prevented. I have moreover 
ſhown that what England then praQiſed againſt Scotland, though to 
her own detriment, and England and Great Britain long afterwards 
are accuſed of having praQiſed againſt Ircland, may be again prac- 
tiſed againſt her by a ſeparate government remaining in this country. 
This is no threat; none now living will ever be fo unwiſe or fo 
unjuſt as to attempt it. But can they entail their wiſdom or their 
juſtice on ſucceeding ages and their yet unborn ſueceſſors in influ- 
ence or power ? 

Arguments and fads, however, ſatisfactory and numerous, might 
eaſily be adduced to ſhow that the Union has not merely proved of 
this negative advantage to Scotiand, but has been in a great degree 
the direct cauſe of her increaſed proſperity. On this head the Houſe 
cannot have forgot the powerful and convincing ſtatements made on 
a former day by a right honourable gentleman peculiarly ſkilled in 
the hiſtory and ſituation of that country. I ſhall therefore content 
myſelf with adding only a very few circutmſtances to what was de- 
tailed upon that occaſion. | | 

If I can make it probable that the trade of Scotland has increaſed 
fince the year 1707, in a greater ratio than that of England, I think 
[ ſhall have a right to conclude that this exceſs in the improvement 
of the former country has been owing to the Union. That tranf- 
action was not likely to benefit England in the ſame proportion; 
other general cauſes of melioration would probably do fo to a greater 
extent, from her ſuperior advantages of climate, ſituation, and 
capital, 

The facts I have to ſtate are theſe ; The Scotch duties of exciſe 
at the time of the Union amounted only to 30,000). thoſe of cuf- 
toms to 35,0001.—er, together, to 65, 0 l. At that time the 
cuſtoms of England were 1,341,559t. the exciſe 947,0021.— 
together, 2,289,101. (De Foe, po 123, Treaty of Union, Art. 
15, ſtat. 5, Ann. e. 8). According to the account annexed to the 
23d Report of the late Committee of Finance, it appears that the 
grols total receipt from the euſtoms of Scotland in the year 1707 
was 403, 5 36l. from the exciſe of that country 958, 17 31. Thoſe 
two ſums added together make 1,361, l. In England the grofs 


amount received in the ſame year from the cuſtoms was 6, 1 24,3461. 
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that from the exciſe 14,08 o, o44l.— together 17, 204, 390l. Now, 
Sir, that ſum, large as it is, falls extremely ſhort indeed of what it 
ſhould have been if the advance in its amount had been in the ſame 
proportion as that which appears to have taken place in regard to 
the cuſtoms and exciſe in Scotland ; for it will be found that by 
that ratio the amount for England would have been very near 
forty-eight millions. (65,000: 2,289,161 :: 1,361,709; 
47.956, 479588 l.) 

It may indeed with truth be ſaid, that the rate of thoſe duties 
was very conſiderably lower in Scotland than in England at the time 
of the Union; but, although by the ſtipulations of that treaty they 
were (with the exceptions I have mentioned ) to become the ſame 
after it in both countries, yet Parliament, authoriſed fo to do under 
the 14th article of the treaty, has in truth ſo greatly favoured Scot- 
land fince in reſpe of two of the main objects of exciſe revenue, 
malt and diſtilled ſpirits, that the firſt in that country does not now, 
and did not in the year 1797, pay more than one-half, and the other 
not two-thirds of the Engliſh duties.“ It is alſo to be obſerved, 
that a heavy duty on many articles conſumed in Scotland, ſuch as 
tea, ſugar, coffee, &c. &c. and which is therefore in truth paid by 
chat country, is now collected in England. 

But if another mode of compariſon ſhould be preferred, we may 
find the materials for it in De Foe. That writer informs us 
(p. 188) that it had been eſtimated that the cuſtoms and exciſe of 
Scotland, if put on the ſame footing with thoſe taxes in Engiand at 
the time of the Union, would have produced, — cuſtoms 7 0,000]. 
— exciſe 40,000]. —in all 110,000l. Now, even this ſum will 
be found to be, to the produce of thoſe duties in England at that 
time, not as the preſent produce in Scotland is to that in England, 
but as it is to a ſum excceding that by which more than one- half, 
viz. 28,337,919 (110,000; 2,289,161 : : 1,361,709: 
28,337, 9 1 8882 1.) Ws 

Upon the e therefore, I think it is impoſſible not to ſee that 
the produce of thoſe two great branches of revenue, which may be 
taken as tolerably exact meaſures of the trade, both foreign and in- 
ternal, of each country, has, even upon the ſuppoſition of an equa- 


lity of rates, increaſed in a nd greater proportion in Scotland than 
in England. 


The duty on ſalt ofed i in Scotland i 15 now but in the proportion of 4 
to 10to that in England, ſt. 38 Geo. III, c. 89. The poſt-office mw Is alſo 
much lower 1 in Scotland, 39 Geo, III. c. 77. | 
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But we are aſked, Has Scotland advanced in proſperity ſince 
© the Union as much as Ireland ?* (Mr. Faſter's Speech, p. 104). 
Any one who had given entire credit to the frequent complaints of 
tyrannical oppreſſion exerciſed by this country almoſt conſtantly to- 
wards Ireland, might be apt to conceive, that whatever ſhall] make 
it probable that the improvement of Scotland had done much more 
than keep pace with that of England during that period, muſt tend, 
a fortiori, to ſhow that it muſt have greatly ſurpaſſed that of Ireland. 
But knowing how often thoſe complaints have been made from party 
confiderations, or dictated by ſpleen and ill humour, I do not think 
we ought to content ourſelves with ſuch a general preſumption. 

No ſingle branch of trade or manufacture, common to the two 
countries, can afford a ſatisfactory criterion by which to decide the 
queſtion. Their linen trade has been compared, and calculations 
have been ſtated to ſhow that Ireland has outrun Scotland very 
much in that branch. But linen, though a great, is far from the 
only conſiderable manufacture of Scotland. It is admitted to be 
the only one of any moment in Ireland. Perhaps a compariſon of 
the annual revenue of each will furniſh a better teſt. 

I think it will not be denied, that, to meet the extraordinary ex- 
penccs of the times, the taxes in Ireland have been ſtrained of late 
to nearly as high a pitch as is conſiſtent with the eaſe, comfort, or 
induſtry of its inhabitants ; at leaſt, whoever is acquainted with the 
two countrics will allow, to judge from general appearances in each, 
that the people of Scotland are as little overpowered by the prefiure 
of their ſhare of the public burdens of this kingdom, as thoſe of 
Ireland are by the taxes levied on them. If I may take this for 
granted, it will follow, without going into the different rates of du- 
ties impoſed on the different objects of taxation in each“, that, of 
the two, that country which, in proportion to its population and natu- 
ral advantages, yields the greateſt annual amount of public income 
muſt be in the moſt proſperous ſituation. 

Now, how does the caſe ſtand ? Scotland is acknowledged to con- 
tain many fewer inhabitants than Ireland, though in extent the firſt 
ſomewhat exceeds the latter country ; the ſoil of Scotland is much 
the leaſt fertile; its climate is not ſo temperate as that of Ireland; 


* The duty on diftilled ſpirits in 1797 was much higher in Ireland 
than in Scotland, and is ſo ſtill. That on malt in Scotland is now but 


7:9. 22 per Wincheſter buſhel, or 58. 3d. per quarter; in Ireland it is 6s. 
od. Ir. or Cs. Br. per barrel. Abend ts is about 5 buſhels, a quarter 8 
buſhels. The duty in England is but 10s. 6d. per quarter, The rates of 
the poſtage of letters in Ireland and Scotland in 1797, were nearly the 
ame, and, I believe, continue to be ſo, . N 
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and its ports and other natural advantages for foreign trade, one oreat 
ſource of revenue, are much inferior. 

Yet, with ſo many differences in favour of Ireland, it will be 
found that the groſs revenue levied in Scotland in the year before 
laſt, which is the lateſt period of which I have been able to get a 
full account for both countries, came within conſiderably leſs than 
I 00,0001. of that of Ireland: the latter amounted to 1,965, 1 zol. 
Ir. equal to 1,8 13,9661. Br.; the former to 1,7 34,47 21. leav. 
ing a difference only of 79, 494l. According to the many ad- 
vantages I have juſt ſtated as belonging to Ireland, if the two 
countries were in an equal degree of proſperity, the revenue of Ire- 
land ought to have exceeded that of Scotland in an infinitely greater 
proportion. | 

J have ſpoken of gr-ſs revenue; but the expence of collection 
is fo much leſs in Scotland than in Ireland (probably alſo an effect 
of the Union), that on the compariſon of the net produce of each, 
the balance turns very conſiderably in favour of Scotland ; for, in 
the ſame year, the net produce of the Scotch revenue was 
1,487, 36J.; that of Ireland only 1,437,5161. Ir. or 
1,326, 937. Br. Here the difference is no leſs than 160,099]. 
in favour of Scotland, being the ſum which that country con- 
tributed more than Ireland, in that year, to the general aggregate 
expenditure of the empire, conlidered as a- whole, 

The ſtatements as to Scotland I have extracted from the accu- 
rate reports of the Finance Committee. Thoſe reſpecting Ire- 
land come from a ſource which I can rely upon as perfeRly 
authentic. 

It is ſaid, the trade of Glaſgow, the chief commercial city of 
Scotland, has decreaſed fince the American war. (Mr. F:/ters 
ſpcech, p. 105.) If this were correct, I do not fee what in- 
ference could be drawn from it in regard to the effect of the Union. 
But I have extremely good authority for ſtating, that although the 
merchants of that city have loſt the Virginia trade in conſequence 
of the American revolution, their commerce and navigation are on 
the whole very conſiderably augmented. They have now, parti- 
cularly, a very extenſive traffic with the Weſt Indies, of which they 
had none formerly; and, as to their manufactures, that of cotton 
is immenſe, and the reſt arc in general, at leaſt, quadrupled within 
the laſt twenty years. - 

But has the population of Scotland kept pace in due proportion 
with that of Ireland? (Mr. Fiſter's ſpeech, p. 105.) Sir, the 
population of Ireland is, as I have ſaid, undoubtedly conſiderably 


greater, in proportion to its extent, than that of Scotland; but it 
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the much ſmaller number of inhabitants of the latter poſſoſs as much 
more uſeful wealth, that is, if they can with equal eaſe to them- 


ſelres, which I have endeavoured to render probable, contribute as 


much or more towards the exigencies of the Public as thoſe of the 
former, it is very difficult to ſce how Ireland can be conſidered as 
in a ſtate of more rapid progreſſion in point of riches and individual 
or national proſperity than Scotland. | 

cannot help ſuſpecting, however, that there are ſome great 
miſtakes on the ſubje& of the population of theſe Kingdoms, and 
the progreſſive increaſe of numbers in each during the preſent cen- 
tury ; that the numbers in Ircland have of late been greatly ex- 
aggerated, or thoſe in Scotland (and, indeed, in England) much 
under-rated. | | 

It is ſaid, the population of Scotland at the Union was a mil- 
lion, and that it is now but a million and a half ; whereas Ireland, 
whoſe inhabitants then were little more than a million and a half, 
has now a population of near four millions and a half. (Mr. F:fer's 
ſpeech, p. 105.) I do not know from whence theſe numbers, or, 
at leaſt, ſome of them, may have been taken; but ſtatements might 


have been found, according to which the compariſon would have 


turned out ſtill more to the advantage of the argument for the ſake 
of which it has been made. i 

According to De Fze, the number of inhabitants in Scotland at 
the time of the Union was, inſtead of one, eſteemed to be two mil- 
lions; (Mr. #/er's ſpeech, p. 165.) and moſt of the modern cal- 
culations have reduced them in our time to the number ſtarted, of 
about a million and a halt, {Chalmers's Eſtimate, p. 224, note. 
dir 7. Sinclair's Statiſtical Account of Scotland, vol. 20, p. 621.) 
ſome conſiderably under. (Dr. //#bJter's Tables. Dr. Mabſter, in 
1755, made them only 1, 265, 380; Sir J. Sinclair, in 1798, 
1,329,492.) On the other hand, all the authorities I have hap- 
pened to meet with for raiſing the population of Ireland ſo high as 
four millions and a half, according to what I have juſt 'now men- 
tioned, except that moſt reſpeQable one to which I then meant to 
refer, are to be found in publications which furniſh others of equal 
weight for taking it ſtill higher, namely, at five millions.“ 


Commons of Ireland 1798, Appendix, No. xxii. p. 195 : Mr. Keogh; Au- 
April, 1795, p. 37. Five millions, Mr. Lewins, ibid. p. 31. Mr. 
land, 1798, Appendix, No. vi. p. 33. 
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Four millions and a half, Meſſrs. Hamilton Rowan and Tone: 
Jackſon's Trial, p. 80 : Report of the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 


thentic Statement of the Procedings of the Roman Catholics of Dublin, qth 


mmett; Report of the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Lords of Ire- 
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But, Sir, is it conceivable that Scotland, having in the laſt hun. 
dred years improved ſo much in trade, manufactures, and agriculture, 
having been viſited by no violent epidemical diſtempers, and cer. 
tainly not having on the whole ſuffered more, netwithſtanding the 
two ſhort rebellions in 1715 and 1745, than Ireland from in. 
ternal diſturbances, ſhould have experienced either a diminution 
of one fourth or more, or even but an increaſe of one third of 
her population, while that of Ircland has been multiplied four or 
five fold ? * | | 

It is true, more authentic calculations do not tarry the popula. 
tion of the latter ſo high. Dr. Price, in 1773, reckoned it only 
1,908, 207, and he then computed that of Scotland at one mil- 
lion and a half. (Reverſimary Payments, p. 185, note.) Lord 
Auckland, in his Letters to Lord Carliſle in 1779, page 8 2,) ſays, 
the common large calculation' of the numbers in Ireland was at 
that time two millions. Lord North, in the debate on the Iriſh 
Propoſitions in 1785, ſtated them at 2,300,000, /vide Debrett's 
Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. 18, p. 425.) and he does not appear 
Indeed, in the ſame debate, a gentle- 
man, who is a native of that country, admitted them to be under 
two millions and a half. Vide Debrett's Parliamentary Regiſter, 
vol. 18, p. 446.) So late as 1792, Mr. Burke, throughout his 
Letter to Sir Hercules Langriſbe, takes them at three millions. 
(P. 69, 72, 74.) In that year, however, the ſubjeR having been 
much attended to in Ireland, particularly by the late Mr. Bube, 
one of the commiſſioners of the revenue there, according to the 
accounts which were then cxhibited to the Houſe of Commons, the 
number of houſes in Ireland was computed at 701, 102, which, 
reckoning 5 perſons to each houſe, gives 3,505,510 for the num- 
ber of inhabitants; at 5, 3,856,061; and at 6, 4,206,612. 
Dr. Beaufort thinks it reaſonable, © when we take into conſidera- 
tion the great populouſneſs of the pooreſt cottages, the many 
© crowded houſes in Dublin and other large towns, and that the 
« univerſity, barracks, hoſpitals, and public offices, are not included 
© in the hearth-money returns, (according to which the number of 
houſes had been calculated,) to rate the number of perſons, on the 


I think I could ſtate, from a compariſon of the reſpective rates and 
produce of the duties on diſtilled ſpirits in Scotland aad Ireland, very 
ſtrong preſumptive reaſons for believing that the quantity conſumed 1s 35 
great in the former as in the latter. If we ſuppoſe the individual uſc of 
whiſkey in each to be neatly the ſame, this would lead to a very different 
proportion in the reſpective population of each, from that furniſhed by the 
common calculations, — 
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un. | \ 
ure, hypotheſis of only 701,102 houſes, at the medium reckoning of 
ty, five and half to each houſe, and to ſtate the population on the whole 
the at about 3,850,000. Memoir of a Map of Ireland, p. 142.) He 
in. appears to have had communications with Mr. Buſte on the ſubjeQ, 
tion and therefore this may be conjeQured to have been alſo the opinion 
| of of that very accurate and intelligent perfon. 
r or This laſt computation may, perhaps, be near the truth. My 
ſcepticiim-is chiefly with regard to the received opinions as to the 
ola. population of Scotland, concerning which, I think, I could adduce 
only many facts and arguments, beſides the general conſiderations I have. 
mil. hinted at, to render it probable that it approaches nearer that of 
ord Ireland, though, no doubt, very conſiderably under it, than has of 
avs, late been generally ſuppoſed. 
8 at Among the reaſons drawn from the ſuppoſed peculiar ſituation of 
iſh Scotland before the Union, which are thought to ſhow that ſuch a 
ett's meaſure might be very advantageous to that country, without being 
near ſo to Ireland, are two, concerning which I will ſay a very few 
atle- words. They have been adduced, I preſume, principally as in- 
nder ſtances of the comparative, viciouſneſs (Mr. F:fer's ſpeech, p. 
ſter, 104.) of the conſtitution of Scotland, and to juſtify the opinion 
t his * that it was not worth preſerving.” (Mr. Faſter's ſpeech, p. 102.) 
ions. 1. One is, that the two Houſes ſat together, 1. e. that there 
been were not two Houſes, * and that the King, by his power of cre- 
uſhe, * ating Peers, could-at any time overpowcr the voices of the Com- 
the * mons.* (Mr. Faſter's ſpeech, p. 101.) 8 
the 2. The other, that the Scotch Parliament, even with this im- 
hich, perfect conſtitution, had not a deliberative power, becauſe it could 
wum- diſcuſs no ſubject but what was previouſly prepared by the Lords 
612, * of the Articles.” (Mr. F;Jter's ſpeech, p. 101.) 
dera- 1. As to the firſt, there certainly was but one Houſe in the 
nany Seoteh Parliament, which continued in that reſpect to reſemble the 
t the original form of the Engliſh ; but it is a point of conſiderable doubt 
uded vhether an act of that Parliament, which was originally conſidered 
er of as compoſed of four diſtin eſtates, and after the abolition of the 
th prelacy, and to the very laſt, of three; 1. Noblemen ; 2. Barons, 
i e. repreſentatives of ſhires ; and, 3. Burrows, i. e. members for 
; and boroughs ; was valid without a concurrence of the majority of each | 
very cate, There are great authorities on both ſides of the queſtion ; 
= - {Craig de Feudis, lib. i. dieg. 7. $11. Mackenzie's Inſtitutes, 
Al P- 402. Migbi on Elections, p. 83.) and the very doubt ſeems to 
y the prove that, in all caſes of importance, ſuch concurrence had, in 


taken place. In the liſts of the diviſions on the treaty of 
Onion, preſerved by De Fee, it appears that the votes of each eſtate 
Vor. * 3 K 2 8 F 
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were kept diſtin ; and that, on every queſtion divided upon and 
carried, there was a majority of each. {De Fee, Appendix, F. xx. 
p- 662. E. xx. p. 666.) Be this point, however, as it may, it 
would ſeem that the Crown had not found it expedient to exerciſe 
its prerogative, by creating an exceſs in the number of Peers; for, 
in faQ, at the time of the Union, the whole number of Noblemen in 
the Parliament of Scotland was but 154, while that of the Com- 
moners was 156. {De Foe, Might, Robertſon, &c.) Early in the 
preceding reign no leſs than twenty-ſix members for counties had 
been added at once to. the repreſentative part of the Legiſlature of 
Scotland; (Sc. Acts, Iſt Parl. 2d ſeſ. W. and M. c. 11. 1690, 
p- 228.) afterwards an additional Parliamentary borough was 
erected; and a very ſhort time before the Union, Mr. Fletcher of 
Saltoun had propoſed to provide by ſtatute, * that in all time com- 
© ing, for every Nobleman that ſhould be created there ſhould be a 


© Baron added to the Parliament.“ / Fletcher's Works, p. 283.) 


His motion did not, indeed, paſs ; but from the known hiſtory of 
the act of ſecurity, which the popular intereſt in that very Parlia- 
ment had been able not only to carry there, but to force the Queen to 
aſſent to, is it too much to conclude, that if the method of out- 
numbering the Commoners by creating new Peers, had been at- 
tempted, which is ſuppoſed to have been ſo eaſy, ſuch a motion 
would have been leſs unſucceſsful? | h 
2. As to the Lords of the Articles, what has been obſerved on 
that ſubjeR is clearly the effect of overſight : many years before the 
Union, by an act of the Scotch Parliament, (Sc. Acts, 1ſt Parl. 
Will. and M. 24 ſeſ. e. 3. 1690, p. 220.) that inſtitution had 
been totally aboliſhed, and it made as little a part of the Conſtitu- 
tion of Scotland in 1707, as the Court of Star-chamber or High- 
Commiſſion Court did of that of England. | 
Before I quit this ſubject, of the advantages Scotland has de- 
rived from the Union, I muſt beg leave to take notice of a paſſage 
or two in Si7h's Wealth of Nations ;* from which, taken by 
themſelves, and, even in that detached ſtate ſingularly miſunder- 
ſtood and miſinterpreted, inferences have been drawn or ſur- 
miſed, as if that judicious and impartial writer had not conceived 
that that event had tended to improve the proſperity of his native 
country. : | | 
We have been told here, that he has imputed the inereaſed trade 
of Scotland to the eſtabliſhment of banks. He has certainly ſaid, 
that within five-and-twenty or thirty years from the time in which 
he was writing, many private banking companies had been erected 
in every conſiderable town, and in many country villages of Scot- 
I | 
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land, and he gives it as his opinion, that the country had derived 
great benefit from that circumſtance.” (Vol. i. p. 442, 7th 
edition.) I have no intention to queſtion that opinion. The 
reaſons by which he ſupports it have great force ; though, by the 
bye, it is a remarkable circumſtance, that the period he mentions 
will be found very nearly to coincide with that from which Chief 
Baron Foſter had dated the beginning of the great ſpirit of improve- 
ment in Ireland ; and which I have mentioned as the epoch of an 
accelerated progreſſion in that reſpect throughout the whole of the 
Britiſh dominions. But it will be found that Dr. Smith, in the 
very paſſage in queſtion, is very far from conſidering the banks, 
either public or private, as the excluſive cauſe of the increaſe of 


trade in Scotland. He ſays, he had heard it afferted, that the 


© trade of Glaſgow had been doubled in about fiftcen years after the 
© firſt erection of banks there, and that the trade of Scotland had 
* been more than quadrupled ſince the firſt erection of the public 
© banks at Edinburgh; one in 1695, the other in 1727 :* and 
immediately adds, * if cither of them have increaſed in this pro- 
© portion, it ſeems to be an effect too great to be accounted for by 
© the ſole operation of this cauſe.” (Vol. i. p. 443.) 

Other paſſages, however, are mentioned as if directly in point, 
to ſhow that he did not think the Union promoted trade or manu- 
factures in Scotland. (Mr. F:/ter's ſpeech, p. 106.) One is as 
follows : Of all commercial advantages which Scotland has de- 
* rived from the Union, the riſe in the price of cattle is, perhaps, 
the greateſt.” /Smith's Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 348.) 
This is an extraordinary proof that he * did not think that it de- 
* rived any commercial advantages from it.” But it ſeems this muſt 
be a very poor advantage to Scotland, becauſe the policy of Ireland 
has been to impoſe duties in order to check the export of live cattle. 
(Mr. Taſter's ſpeech, p. 106.) Sir, till all the circumſtances of 
te two caſes ſhall have been compared, till it is made out that the 
impoſition of thoſe reſtrictive duties is good policy in Ireland, till it 
is then proved that, being ſo, it would have been good policy in re- 
gard to Scotland, and till it is ſhown, that becauſe a legiſlative 
Union between Scotland and England opened a free export of cattle 
from the former, therefore a ſimilar Union between Ireland and 
Great Britain muſt neceſſarily open a like exportation from Ireland; 
till theſe poſitions are eſtabliſhed, I do not ſee what poſſible ad- 
vantage the able Advocate, who has reſorted to the authority of Dr. 
Inith on this point, can derive from it in ſupport of his argument. 
Dr. Smith's favourite doQrine, if my memory does not miſlead me, 
is, that agriculture is preferable to commerce, and that the com- 
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merce moſt connected with agriculture is the beſt ; (vol. ili. g. 
I 36, Ke.) and he mentions the effect of the Union in regard to the 
Price of cattle in Scotland, to ſhow that * it has not only raiſed the 
value of lands in the Highlands, but has been the principal cauſe 
* of the improvement of the Low Country.“ (Vol. i. p. 348, Ke.) 
Another paſſage referred to for the ſame purpoſe is this: The 
price of woot was reduccd, by the Union excluding it from the 
great markets in Europe, and confining it to the narrow one of 
England.“ (Mr. P:/er's ſpeech, p. 106.) Permit me to add to 
this thejpart of the context which immediately follows, viz. © The 
value of the greater part of the lands in the ſouthern counties, 
© which are chiefly a ſheep country, would have been very deeply 
affected by this event, had not the riſe in the price of butcher's 
© meat fully compenſated the fall in the price of wool.” Smith's 
Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 369.) Taking the whole there- 
fore together, which I ſuppoſe will be allowed to be the fair way, it 
is clear the author thought this reſtriction had, on the whole, been 
of no poſitive diſadvantage. But it is not a reſtriction confined to 
Scotland, nor any eſſential or neceſſary part of the treaty of Union; 
it was part of a general ſyſtem for the whole united kingdom, 
thought at the time, —and from the continuance of the laws againſt 
exportation, we muſt infer that it is ſtill thought ſo by the Legiſla- 
ture, to be for the good of the whole. I am not now called 3 
if J were competent, to give an opinion on this vexata queſtis ; 
will only obferve, that the Parliament of Scotland had long _ 
on the ſame principle; (Se. Acts, 158 1, 1661.) that if the United 
Legiſlature ſhall ever come to think that it is ſounder policy to allow 
the exportation of wool, there is nothing in the articles of Union to 
prevent the extenſion of that freedom to Scotland ; and that in ſuch 
caſe it probably would be extended to that country. In the mean 
time it will be recollected that, for the conſent of Scotland at the 
time to admit of the prohibition, a valuable conſideration was to be 
paid out of the general equivalent ſtipulated for by the 15th article 
of the treaty. {De Fee, p. 403, 406, 444.) 

Indeed, Sir, I cannot diſguiſe my aſtoniſhment that Dr. Smith 
ſhould have been called as a witneſs on the preſent occaſion ; but as 
he has been produced, I hope I may be allowed to uſe the legal 
privilege permitted in ſuch caſes of a eroſs examination; and I will 
ſhow the Houſe, by reading a paſſage where he expreſsly treats of a 
Union between Ireland and Great Britain, what the real ſentiments 

of that author were on the ſubject. The. gentlemen cannot diſpute 


either the credit or competency of an authority to which they them- 
. felves have choſen to refer. 
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ny an Union with Great Britain, Ireland would gain, beſides the 
« freedom of trade, other advantages much more important. By the 
Union with England, the middling and inferior ranks of people 
© in Scotland gained a complete deliverance from the power of an 
© ariſtocracy which had before opprefled them. By an Union with 
© Great Britain the greater part of the people of all ranks in Ire- 
land would gain an equally complete deliverance from a much 
more oppreſſive ariſtocracy, not founded, like that of Scotland, in 
© the natural and reſpectable diſtinctions of birth and fortune, but 
the moſt odious of all diſtinctions, which mote than any other ani- 
mate the inſolence of the oppreſſors, and the hatred and indignation 
© of the oppretied, and which commonly render the inhabitants of 
the ſame country more hoſtile than thoſe of other countries ever 
are. Without an Union with Great Britain, the inhabitants of 
Ireland are not likely for many ages, to conſider themſelves as one 
© people.” (Vol. iii. p. 460.) 

Among the evils with which the opponents of an Union alarm the 
people of Ireland as likely to beſal their country from that meaſure, 
are, an increaſed cinigration, and the permanent or temporary non- 
reſidence of a great number of perſons of rank and opulence.* 

The general complaint againſt abſentees is of a very long ſtand- 
ing. For my own part, I have never been of the number of thoſe 
who imagine that law and poſitive regulation can with effect, or 
ought in propriety to be applied in reſttiction of the natural liberty 
which belongs to every individual, of fixing his refidence, exerciſing 
tis talents and induſtry, or ſpending his income, wherever he thinks 
it moſt convenient or agreeable. A general ne exeant regus would 
be a ſtrange part of the ſyſtem of any Government, and that country 
muſt be of a ſingular deſcription which requires that its natives 
ſhould be impriſoned within its limits by the {anion of penal laws 
and pecuniary mulAs. If you can but reſtore, or rather eſtabliſh 
tranquillity, police, the ſecurity of life and property, in Ireland, de- 
pend upon it the happy ſoil and ſalubrious climate of that favoured 

ſtand, its almoſt unrivalled advantages for trade and agriculture, 
added to the powerful ſentiment which attaches mankind in general, 
with a fond prepoſſeſſion to the place which gave them birth, will 
fix at home, or attract with all the riches their abilities or diligence 
may have acquired for them in other. parts of the world, ſich num- 
bers of Iriſhmen now prompted to emigrate or, detained from re- 


* Mr. Foſter's Speech, p. 62. 64. 9. 93. - ide ſome important ob- 
Crrations on the ſubject of 3 dubſtance of Lord Sheffield's 
Speech, p. 29, &c. 
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turning by the unſettled ſtate of their native country, as will more 
than counterbalance whatever non- reſidence may ariſe from the pe- 
riodical fittings of the common Parliament of Great Britain. 

That non- reſidence will be only occaſional. It will reach little 
farther than the Members of the Legiſlature and their- families. 
The ſeat of Judicature and the local Executive Government will, 
I preſume, continue where they are; and I believe thoſe who fre- 
quent the gayer walks of life will not ſuppoſe that the votaries of 
pleaſure and diſſipation in Ireland will think the circumſtance of 
the Irith Parliamentary repreſentation reſorting to London any 
great addition to the allurements of that place. That part of the 
population of this metropolis and of Bath will remain pretty much 
as before. 55 

Indeed, I cannot help thinking there are ſeveral ſtrong reaſons in 
favour of the probability, that, on the whole, the fear entertained of 
a diminution of wealth and population by an increaſe of abſentees 
would not be verified by the event. : | 

Will the Houſe give me leave here to recall to their recollection 
the obſervation of a noble Lord (Lord Hawkeſbury) on this part of 
the argument, which ſtruck me as of great weight, namely, that the 
importance of a feat in the united and imperial Legiſlature, the 
election to which, whether in Great Britain or Ireland, would then 
be indifferent to many perſons anxious to obtain it, would be felt by 
men poſſeſſed of property and intereſt in the latter kingdom as much 
greater than that of one in her preſent local Parliament. They 
would therefore have a more powerful motive for attending to the 
cultivation of their influence there ; and this could only be done 
effectually by frequent reſidence on their eſtates, and the expenditure 
of a conſiderable part of their Iriſh income, perhaps of their Engliſh 
| alſo, in Ircland. This muſt particularly happen in regard to 
county elections, in favour of which ſort of repreſentation I make 
no ſcruple to acknowledge my predilection, and to thoſe in towns 
where the right is popular and extenſive.* 

If the abſence of perſons of diſtinction and fortune were to in- 
creaſe, we have heard the very reſpectable opinion of an honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Peel), who ſeemed to ſpeak on the ſubject 
from refleQion and perſonal obſervation, and who muſt be con- 
ſidered as deſerving peculiar attention in regard to it, that the mer- 
chant and manufacturer would probably feel their means and dif- 


think we have alſo Mr. Foſter's authority for this: © Tn county 


elections and popular boroughs no man now an abſentee can expect to 
be choſen.” p. 91. 
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poſition for exertion expand, and their efforts become more ſucceſs- 


ful; that they would, as it were, breathe a freer air, by the removal 
from their neighbourhood, of the ſplendour and dignity of rank and 
hereditary opulence ; and that, as the flouriſhing condition of trade 
1nd manufactures naturally tends to augment the population of a 
country, this effect would much more than counteract the miſchief 
apprehended. The honourable gentleman ſpoke, indeed, with 
liberal and laudable ſentiments of reſpec for that ariſtocracy, which 
forms ſo eſſential a part of our excellent conſtitution, but he ſeemed 
tocntertain the idea that commerce and induſtry, though they live. 
by the demands and conſumption of the great, thrive beſt at a diſtance 
from them — 5 40 


Urit enim fulgore ſus qui prægravat artes 
Infra ſe paſitas. 


With great deference, however, to the honourable gentleman, I 
muſt expreſs my doubts on this point, though it is one of which I 
acknowledge him to be much better qualified to judge than I am. I 
doubt the juſtneſs of his opinion, becauſe it both differs from the 
moſt general ſentiment, and militates againſt the arguments in fa- 
vour of that frequent and eaſy intercourſe between the different, but 
intimately connected orders and claſſes of our great civil and politi- 
cal ſyſtem, which is ſo gratifying to our feelings, and ſeems ſo con- 
lonant to reaſon. | 

But as to the ſuppoſed tendency of a parliamentary Union to 
produce an increaſed emigration and non-refidence of the great in 
Ireland, I own I conſider the experimental knowledge we have, in 
this as in other reſpects, derived from the cafe of Scotland, as of 
much more weight than any conjeQural @ priori arguments which 
an be ſuggeſted on the one fide or the other. 


It has often been ſtated, and indeed never denied, that no nobility 


and gentry reſide more at home than thoſe of that country. They 
amoſt univerſally paſs the ſummer on their eſtates, occupied in the 
pleaſures of rural hoſpitality, and the improvement of the national 
agriculture by encquragement and example; and many of them 
ſpend the reſt of the year in Edinburgh. The wonderful advances 
that capital of the country has made in its ſize,. population, wealth, 
convenience, and elegance, ſince the Union and removal of its Par- 
lament, are notorious from univerſal report to all, and from perſonal 
knowledge to many, who hear me. I will not ſay that the Union 


las cauſed this; that it has had a chief ſhare in produeing the great 


Segeral. improvement in Scotland, I think I have ſhewn to be ex- 
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tremely probable ; but it is evident, at leaſt, that the Union ha 
not prevented the increaſed proſperity of Edinburgh. 

Yet the advocates againſt that meaſure in Scotland were as lou 
and as poſitive in their prophecies, that this antient ſeat of Majeſty, 
on the removal of the Legiſlature, would tink into poverty, miſery, 
and deſolation, as many in Ireland have been of late, on fimilar 
grounds, in foretelling to the great and reſpeQable metropolis of 
that kingdom, that its ruin will be the infallible and ſpeedy confe. 
quence of the meaſure now under conſideration. Indeed, the com. 
mon people of Dublin have had this topic fo impreſſed on their 
minds in every poſſible way, that many of them, I believe, have at 
laſt been brought almoſt to give literal credit to the ironical predic. 
tion, that when the Parliament ſhall ceaſe to fit there, the town 
will become ſuch a perfect rus in urbe, as to furniſh a new ſource of 
proviſions for victualling the Britiſh fleet, by the extenſive paſtures 
into which its ſtreets and ſquares are to be converted. It ſeems 
almoſt ridiculous to ſay that ſuch fort of arguments can have ſuc- 
ceeded, yet I verily believe they have to a very conſiderable degree. 
Nay, more, I have ſeen it aſſerted in ſome publication againſt the 
propoſed Union, with a confidence which hardly could have exiſted 
without the author's own belief of the fact, that Edinburgh, whatever 
may be pretended to the contrary, has, in truth, been in a conſtant 
ſtate of decay Ever ſince the loſs of the Parliament. The only an- 
ſwer ſuch an ignorant aſſertion ſeems to deſerve, is that ludicrous 
one I have read in one of the polemical writers in favour of the 
meafure, who ſuppoſes himſelf to be told by a correſpondent that he 
has found with regret the fact was really fo ; for that upon inquiry 
among ſome gentlemen and ladies, natives of Scotland, and inhabi- 
tants of Edinburgh, they had aſſured him, that that ancient city had 
ſuffered ſo very much from the fatal event of the Union, that the 
Scotch had been aftually under the neceſſity of building a very large 
new one cloſe to it. * 


4 36 


Sir, a learned gentleman of our ſiſter kingdom, whoſe tract againſt 


the Union is certainly the performance of a man of abilities, (Jeb 
on the Iriſh Union) has, however, a very curious way of arguing on 
the fact, in which he admits, that the Union has not occaſioned cmi- 
gration and non-refidente in Scotland; hut the analogy of which, 
in regard to what there may be reaſon to expect in the eaſe of Ire- 
land; he will by no means allow. The fact he admits i in 'thele 
very ſtrong terms : Can there be addueed five inftantes of men ef 
Trank in Scotland, however powerful and extended their Fnpliſh 


connections, whoſe chief or leaſt teiriporary reſſdlenct is not in 


Scotland? And again: A Scotch abſentee is only a political of 
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commercial ſpecnlator, who will in the end enrich and adorn his 
© native country: his money, acquired where it may be, and after 
© abſence ever ſo long, centers there'. {Febb, p. 49). 

But this, it ſeems, is all the anomalous effe& of a peculiar nation- 
ality in the Scotch /Feb5, p. 49), which a ſimilarity of circumſtances 
has no tendency to produce in any other people, and eſpecially not 
in the Iriſh ; though many of the inhabitants of one part of that 
country are not very diſtant deſcendants from Scottiſh anceſtors, and 
moſt of the reſt throughout the kingdom are probably either ſprung 
from one common Celtic ſtock with the Highlanders, or elſe of that 
Saxon or Teutonic race who appear, in the early ages of the Chriſ- 
tian æra, to have over-run and ſettled themſelves in all the low 
country of Scotland as well as of England. 

An Iriſhman, it 2 is a being of a different ſort. Scarcely 


an inſtance, it is ſaid, © occurs of the wealth and influence ob- 


© tained by Iriſhmen in England, producing advantages to Ireland: 
© they ſeem aſtramed of the name, and eager to diveſt themſelves of 
all pretenſions to it'. / Febb, p. 49). 

Alas! Sir, it is painful to ſee that men of underſtanding can re- 
fort to ſuch grounds of oppoſition, or ſuffer themſelves to fall into 
reaſonings and opinions ſcarcely fit for the moſt vulgar minds, and 
entirely unworthy of the cultivated ſenſe which ſeems to belong to 
this gentleman, and ought to be the attribute of all who profeſs them- 
{elves either lawyers or ſtateſmen. 

If the difference in the general conduct of the Iriſh and Scotch 
were really as notorious as he has perſuaded himſelf it is, the expe- 
riment of the effects of an Union upon the former has not been 
tried, and he does not appear to have made any inquiry how the caſe 
ſtood as to abſentees from Scotland previous to 1707. He found 
an eaſier ſolution of the ſuppoſed difference in the hackneyed impu- 
tation or praiſe of Scotch nationality ; he ſays it is a praiſe, ¶ Tebb, 
p. 50), and when duly regulated I think it is, though I verily be- 
lieve not more due to the Scotch than, where circumſtances happen 
to be ſimilar, to the Yorkſhire, Corniſh, or Welſhman ; or indeed 
to Frenchmen, Swedes, Danes, Germans, or Italians. | 

[ imagine this gentleman would take it very ill, I think with 
reaſon, if a ſtranger were to pronounce fo unjuſt a Judgement as he 
has done upon his countrymen. Unjuſt I certainly think it is; 1 


myſelf could mention various ftriking inſtances to the contrary of 


what he has alledged. TI could ſelect from many others the exam- 
ple of a reſpectable nobleman of that country, who, after filling with 
great honour and cregit fore of the. principal offices of government 
here, retired to Ireland, and ſueceſsfully —— che rem under of 
Vor. IX. 3L 
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his days to the improvement of that part of the kingdom where his 
chief property lay; having ever been, through the courſe of his po- 
Jitical life, a watchful guardian of the intereſts and well-being of the 
whole. I mean the late Lord Hillſbarougb, whom I mention with 
the more pleaſure, becauſe he who underſtood the affairs of Ireland 
ſo well, is known to have been always a ſtrenuous and anxious ad- 
vocate for a Legiſlative Union. Sir, I could in like manner ſpecify 
examples of Iriſh gentlemen in other walks of life, who having by 
their talents and exertions in remote countries, in the eaſt and in 
the weſt, acquired eminence and fortune, have returned to their na- 
tive land, and, veſting their riches in purchaſes there, have become 
active and uſeful magiſtrates, able commanders of the national troops, 
and Members both of the one and the other Houſe of Parliament. 
But even if it were true, that ſuch inſtances have been more rare 
in Ireland than in Scotland, would it be any very extravagant con- 
jecture to ſuppoſe, that the real reaſons have been the greater tran- 
quillity-which prevails in the one in conſequence of an Union, and 
the more turbulent and unſettled ſtate of the other for want of it? 
Would not thoſe indiſputable circumſtances of difference account for 
: ſuch a difference in the conduct of the natives of the two countries, 
more ſatisfactorily than ſuppoſed diſtinctions of national character, 
which may ſerve to amuſe in a farce, or occaſion merriment or quar- 
rels in a coffee-houſe, but can never be entitled to hold a place in 
grave diſcuſſion or ſerious debate? 0s 


But, Sir, the gentlemen who in this place have reſiſted the pro- 


+ - greſs of the buſineſs now again brought before us ;—as well thoſe } 


. who object to the competency and general expediency ;—as wel 
the very few who I think have gone the length of declaring a rooted 
opinion, that the Union never can, at any time, or with any ſort of 

conſent, be adviſeable ;—as thoſe who profeſs, ſome a bel:ef, others 

even a wh, that it may at ſome future period be adopted ;— all ap- 
, pear to concur in contending, that the preſent time and occaſion arc 
- unfit ; that the people of Ireland are not prepared; that they have 

not been habituated to the contemplation of the meaſure, as thoſe dl 
Scotland had been for above a century; that they have inveterate 
. prejudices againſt it, which have now univerſally manifeſted them- 

ſelves, and which ovght to be firſt by gentle and gradual means 
removed; whereas, as has alſo been alledged, it was always the 
. favourite, project of Scotland. Laſtly, two other plans have been 
propounded,— plans widely different the one from the other, U 
which it is ſuppoſed that thoſe diſorders and misfortunes of Ireland 
_. which a legiſlative Union would. only exaggerate, might be cured 
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and the dangers which are apprehended even to Great Britain from 
ſuch an Union, prevented. 

As to the time, I differ ſo much from thoſe gentlemen, that if 
on other occaſions the meaſure would have been wiſe, I believe it 
has now become neceſſary, In ſupport of which opinion, I cannot 
imagine a more convincing argument than the avowed, the long 
avawed, fear of an Union, among that too numerous claſs of men in 
Ireland, who have now openly profeſſed their plan and object to be, 
a Separation. I need not again mention the declarations of Tone, 
or the confeſſions of Emmet, M Nevin, and others. The proof is 
deeply engraven on all our memorics. It has been written in cha- 
racers of blood over the whole face of that deſolated iſland. But 
when I know that the affociates of thoſe very men by whom the 
arms were forged which were intended for the deſttruction of the 
true independency, liberty, and conſtitution of their country, and 
who prepared that moral and political poiſon which was to corrupt 
and extinguiſh every virtuous and religious, every Britiſh principle, 
in the minds of their countrymen, are full of trembling g apprehen- 
ſions, leſt this ſalutary antidote ſhould be adminiſtered in time—can 
I, aware as I am of the profound, no leſs than wicked views, and 
the no leſs extraordinary than perverted talents of ſome of thoſe 
men—can I withſtand ſach ſtrong confirmation of the opinion, 
which on other, and more general grounds, forces itſelf ſo power- 
fully on my mind, that we are come at laſt to that only alternative, 
ſpeedy Union, or early Separation: ? 

As to thoſe other and more general grounds to which I have 
once before alluded, I wiſh I could, conſiſtently with the orders of 
the Houſe, refer to the ſtrong and demonſtrative reaſoning concern- 
ing them, which ſome of us may have had an opportunity of hearing 
delivered elſewhere. (Lord Mint.'s ſpeech in the Houſe of Lords, 
11th April 1799. Vide Debrett's Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. viii. 
p. 369 and ſeq.) They are among the moſt important branches 
of the ſubject, but are too copious and extenſive for me to enter upon 
at preſent. 

It is ſaid, we, ought to wait for a moment of peace and general 
tranquillity. If by this is underſtood general internal tranquillity 
in Ireland, I am afraid, to judge of the future by the paſt, the ad- 
Journment muſt be, as my right honourable friend (Mr. Windham) 
deſcribed it, ad Græcas Kalendas. But are we to wait till the gene- 
ral peace of Europe ſhall be reſtored? Alas! there feems at pre- 
ſent no very near or diſtin epoch diſcernable for that happy event. 


1 


And in the mean time, our enemies, in directing their arts and their 


arms to their favourite objeR of wreſting from us our ſiſter kingdom, 
TL» 
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are to enjoy the advantages accruing to them, both from the want 
of a true political conſent of parts in the preſent complex and ill-con- 
ſtructed machine of our imperial legiſlation, and from the cunning 
induſtry of their revolutionary allies in Ireland, who even now are 
endeavouring to obtain the co-operation of ſome of the men who 
have hitherto been their moſt determined toes, and the moſt zealous 
friends of Great Britain, by working on their blind and unfounded 
Jealouſy of the Britiih Parliament, and entrapping thoſe infatuated 
: Perſons into a conduct which, if not eounteracted, may enable them 
to accompliſh the fatal end of their deteſtable conſpiracies. 

Was the Union in Scotland undertaken or carried into effect in 
a time of external or domeſtic peace? Far otherwiſe, But then it 
is ſaid, that when it was negotiated and completed, the arms of 
Great Britain and her allies “ were triumphant. In anſwer to this, 
it need only be obſerved, that the treaty muſt be conſidered as hav- 
ing been commenced and in progreſs from the ery beginning of 
the reign of Queen Anne, and when affairs abroad wore a very 
gloomy aſpect. As to thoſe at home, they muſt have caſt a very 
careleſs, or a very partial eye, on that period of our hiſtory, who do 
not perceive, in the circumſtances of a diſputed ſuccefſion, the yet 
recent concuſſion of the Revolution, the numerous adherents of the 
exiled family in both kingdoms, the jarring intereſts of the two 
countries, and the diſſentions between them on account of religion 
and commerce, a complication of political difficulties as great, 


though of a different nature, perhaps much greater, than any that 
exiſts at preſent. 


In truth, though at firſt ſight it appears reaſonable to think that | 


times of tranquillity are beſt adapted to the diſcuſſion and accom- 
pliſhment of great political arrangements, this ſpeculation, on cloſer 
attention, does not ſeem to be warranted, either by the nature or 
hiſtory of mankind. On the contrary, I believe it will be found, 
that men and nations are too indolent for great exertions, * enter- 
priſes of pith and moment, while in the undiſturbed enjoyment of 
quiet proſperity : and that to all their moſt memorable efforts of that 
ſort, they have been ſtimulated by the urgency of perſonal or na- 
tional calamity, or at leaſt of private or public difficulties and em- 
barrafiment. +; „ 

l admit that the idea of a legiſlative Union was long familiar in 
Scotland; but I deny that it now comes unawares, and by ſurpriſe, 


| * The ſucceſs of His Majeſty's allies, ſince the time when this was 
ſtated, has fortunately rendered the parallel more exact in that. particular 
than it could then have been contended to be. 
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it upon Ireland. I am, on the contrary, well perſuaded, that ſuch a 
1- plan for that country muſt have been uniformly preſent to the minds 
0 (I will not ſay always in the intention) of every miniſter, every 
re ſtateſman, every politician, every enlightened Member of Parliament, 
0 every man, in ſhort, in that kingdom, qualified and entitled to judge 
18 of ſuch queſtions, for a ſpace of time conſiderably longer than what 
d elapſed between the Union of the Crowns and that of the Parlia- 
d ments of this country. I will endeavour to prove this to the ſatis- 


faction of the Houſe, by a deduQion of clear, hiſtorical facts. 
To fay nothing of the actual, though imperfe& and illegal i in- 


n corporation under the Uſurper, you know, Sir, that in the reign of 
it Charles II. by a report of the Council of Trade in Ireland to the 
f Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council there, dated the 25th of March 
p, 1676, that Board expreſsly recommended, That endeavours 
fo © ſhould be uſed for the Union of the kingdoms under one legiſla- 
of © tive power, proportionably, as was heretofore done in the caſe of 
y Wales.“ I cite the very words of the Report, which is ſtated to 
y have been drawn by Sir William Petty, and who, in his treatiſe 
0 called The Political Anatomy of Ireland, written, I believe, a 
x few years before, had delivered his individual opinion to the ſame 
c purpoſe. * If,” ſays he, © both kingdoms were under one legiſla- 1 
0 * tive power and Parliament, the numbers whereof ſhould be pro- 1 
n © portionable in power and wealth of each nation, there would be | 
X © no danger ſuch a Parliament ſhould do any thing to the prejudice i 
t © of the Engliſh intereſt in Ireland; nor could the Iriſh ever com- i 
| plain of partiality, when they ſhall be freely and proportionably | 
t * repreſented in all Legiſlatures. (Petty's Political Anatomy of Ire- 1 
- land, p. 31). . x 
r In the year 1798, Mr. Molyneux, in that paſſage of his famous ul 
r pamphlet called © The Caſe of Ireland, which was mentioned by 1 
, the firſt authority in this Houſe in the Committee on the Reſolutions, - 1 
- (Mr. Addington) clearly points to a repreſentation of Ireland in a 1 
f united Parliament as a moſt defirable arrangement for that country. | 
t His words are theſe : 
- © If, from theſe laſt- mentioned records, it be concluded that the _ 
- Parliament of England may bind Ireland, it muſt alſo be allowed 
* that the people of Ireland ought to have their repreſentatives i in 
n the Parliament of England. And this I believe we ſhould be 
? willing enough to embrace: but this is an happineſs we can 
* hardly hope for.” (London edition in 1770, p. 74. There is 
$ a preface to this edition, reported to have been written by the late 


r Mr. Flad, with which it was i robs. in W in 1 775% 
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And here I cannot help noticing a very ſingular fraud, or nega. 


tive fort of forgery, committed in an edition of Molyneux's work, 
which was printed in Dublin in the year 1783. In that edition 
the words, and this I believe we ſhould be willing enough to em- 
brace: but this is a happineſs we can hardly hope for ;' were totally 
omitted. This circumſtance I firſt ſaw pointes out in a note to a 


very able pamphlet lately publiſhed, entitled © Reaſons for adopting 


an Union between Great Britain aod Ireland.“ I have fince been 
favourcd by the author of that pamphlet with a copy of the caſtrated 
edition, the publiſher of which could not have proved ſo ſtrongly, in 
any other. way, at once his own hoſtility to the meaſure of an 
Union, and the ſenſe he juſtly entertained of the weight of ſuch an 
opinion in its favour as that of Mzlyneux, the able and learned ad- 
vocate of Iriſh independeney- i | 

But, Sir, in 1703, at the time when a ſimilar meaſure was fo 
particularly in the contemplation of the Engliſh Government with 
regard to Scotland, a legiſlative Union was in a manner ſued for, 
and ſued for in vain, by the Parliament of Ireland.” This appears 
' ſufficiently from the Journals of the two Houſes of that Parliament; 
but J have had an opportunity alfo of ſeeing the correſpondence at 
that time of the Duke of Ormong, then Lord Lieutenant, and of 
bis Chief Secretary Mr. Sauthwell, and the Lord Chancellor Car, 
with the Government here, from which it is ſtill more manifeſt that 
many of the leading characters in the country, the Chancellor parti- 
cularly, Mr. Brodrick, the Speaker, and I think even the Secretary 
himſclf, were very deſirous of the meaſure, but that the Lord Lieu: 
tenant was lukewarm, and the minifiry in England totally averſe 
to it. 

That Parliament met on the 21ſt of September, and on the 1ſt of 
CQober the Lords voted an addreſs to the Queen, which concluded 
with theſe words: As we are ſenſible our preſervation is Owing to our 
being united with the Crown of England, fo we are convinced it 
would tend to our farther ſecurity and happineſs to have a more 
* comprehenſive and entire Union with that kingdom,” (Iriſh Lords 
Journals, vol. 2. p. 8). I ſhall ſhow immediately the anſwer ſent 
from England to this addreſs. 

As it appears not to have been the intention of the adminiſtration 
here to liſten to ſuch a ſuggeſtion for the kingdom of Ireland, and 
ſupplies, not general meaſures of policy, ſcemed to haye been canfi- 
dered as the material buſineſs of the ſeſſion, one is not ſurpriſed to 
diſcover in Mr. Southwell's firſt diſpatches on its opening, conſider- 
able impatience as miniſter, whatever his private opinion as to an 
Union might be, 2 at finding the Houſe of Commons more willing 
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to deliberate on matters of that ſort, than ready to ſatisfy the pe- 
cuniary exigencies of the Government. On the 25th, in a letter 
to Lord Nottingham, he ſays, It is a miſerable fatigue we are 
© under. We are forced to uſe a great deal of claret, and a great 
© many arguments, and all little enough. There is a moſt ſtrange 
© mixture of Scotch and fanatical principles, which ſours the mals. 
© They are jealous of every thing; and were it not that my Lord 
Lieutenant has a gteat perſonal intereſt, nothing at all would be 
done.“ This he means in regard to the ſupplics, which the Lord 
Lieutenant endeavourcd to obtain for three years, but which attempt, 
after every effort, he was obliged to abandon, a grant even for two 
having paſſed with difficulty. 5 

In a ſhort time, both Houſes formed themſelves into Committets 
on the ſtate of the nation. Two days before that the Houfe of Com- 
mons fat, Mr. Southwell writes to Lord Nottingham (OR. 2, 1703) 
his conjeRures about the event, as follows: Next Monday is ap- 
© pointed to conſider of the ſtate of the nation : and I believe it will 
end in this, after conſidering ſome difficulties they lie under, to 
© make ſome repreſentation, full of temper and moderation, for 
| 
| * gaining fome relief in thoſe points; and many even talk of an | 
© Union,” ' 

When the Committee took place, it appears that the wiſh for T5 
that meaſure was ſtill more general than he had foreſeen. | 436 

This day,” ſays he, in a letter written at night to the ſame no- RE 
bleman, (OR. 4) the Houſe of Commons had appointed to. go | 
© into the ſtate of the nation ; and after ſome hours ſitting, and con- 
© fidering the many misfortunes the country lay under, in point of | 
trade and other circumſtances, all the ſpeakers concluded, that they | 
did, in the moſt earneſt manner, deſire an Union with England, and 
' 
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* they have appointed Friday next to confider that matter, and how 

* to repreſent the ſame to the Lord Lieutenant, to lay it before Her 

* Majeſty, that Her Majeſty may interpoſe with the Parliament of 

England in that affair. I muſt needs own, that the great temper 

. * and good diſpoſition of the debate ſurpriſed moſt people ; and thoſe 

© things which ſeemed to be the loudeſt grievances were touched 

with all the true ſenſe, but at the ſame time with the true diſpo- 

* ſition, as if they deſired nothing more, which I hope will in- 

eline the next ſeſſion, - by Her Majeſty's mediation, to cultivate 
_ © this good diſpoſition,” 

It is from the tenour r of this letter, and ſome others in the ſame 


WH” —— » — * c_ 


| * 7, e, Of the Engliſh Parliament, which met 1a \ the beginning of the 
following month, Nov. 1703. 
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ſpirit, that J infer both that the ſober wiſh and opinion of the lead- 
ing men was ſtrongly in favour of an Union, and that Mr. South- 
well himſelf was inclined to it. 

The Houſe ſat in the Committee on ſeveral different days ; and it 
appears (Mr. Southwell's Letter to Lord Nottingham, 9th October 
1703) that the Speaker, Mr. Brodrick, took an aQive part in 
framing certain reſolutions, which were reported by Mr. Moleſ- 
worth, the Chairman, on the 11th; and the laſt of which was, 
*that Her Majeſty be moſt humbly moved, that through her 
© princely goodneſs, and wiſdom, and favourable interpoſition, her 
< ſubjeQs of this kingdom may be relieved from the calamities they 
now lie under, by a full enjoyment of their conſtitution, or a 
mare firm and firiet Union with England.” 

Theſe reſolutions were afterwards formed into a Repreſentation 
addreſſed to the Queen, which concluded nearly to the ſame effect. 
The Repreſentation was voted on the 2oth of October. 

On the 25th the Houſe of Lords reſolved, © Upon due con- 
© fideration of the preſent Conſtitution of this kingdom, that ſuch an 
© humble repreſentation be made to the Queen, of the ſtate and con- 
dition thereof, as may beſt incline Her Majeſty, by ſuch proper 
© means as to Her Majefty ſhall ſeem fit, for promoting ſuch an 
© Union with England as may qualify the ſtates of this kingdom to 
© be repreſented in the Parliament there.” 

I do not find that any farther ſtep was taken by that Houſe in 
conſequence of this reſolution. The Queen's anſwer to their addrels 
was couched in obliging terms, but took no notice whatever of the 
ſuggeſtion relative to an Union. (It was dated at Windſor, 12th 
OQober 1703, and communicated to the Lords in Ireland on the 
19th following.) 

That to the Repreſentation of the Commons was in leſs =y 
cious language: Her Majeſty having conſidered of the Repreſen- 
tation made by the Houſe of Commons in Ireland, has com- 
© manded this anſwer to be returned: That the firſt part ſeems to 
« relate to matters paſt in Parliament, and the other part, (in which 
© an Union was mentioned, ) conſiſting only of things in general, 
ler Majeſty can give no particular anſwer at preſent, but will 
© take them into her conſideration.” 

It was not received till the 11th of February, at an interval of 


Lord Lieutenant. 

It is difficult to conceive what good reaſons could have been 
ſtated by the Adminiſtration of England at that tinie for rejecting, 
in ſo harfh and diſdainful a manner, advances towards. a meaſure 


near four months from the delivery of the Repreſentation to the 
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which, as the Iriſh Commons juſtly obſerved in their Repreſentation, 
would unqueſtionably have been to the advantage of that kingdom. 
Whatever ratio juſtificativa they might have been able to plead, it 
is probable the ratio ſuaſoria was, that the buſineſs was chiefly pro- 
moted in Ireland by the party they ſuppoſed hcſtile to themſelves. 
To ſhow how little difficulty the carrying of it into execution was 
likely to have encounted there, in addition to what I have already 
ſtated, I will read the concluding paragraph of a letter from Sir 
Richard Cox, the Chancellor, to Lord Nottingham, dated Feb. 1 3. 
1703-4: 
© There is no remedy ſo proper for both kingdoms as ſome ſort 

© of Union, which would conduce to enrich and ſtrengthen England, 
© and eſtabliſh the Engliſh intereſt here, and make it proſper ; for 
in that caſe all the Britiſh would be good Engliſhmen ; and fince 
© we do not capitulate, and you may be your own carvers, it ſeems 
* worthy your ſerious thoughts to promote ſo good a work.” 

And let not gentlemen ſuppoſe that the Union was then con- 


ſidered merely as a refuge from the abject condition of a ſubordinate 


Legiſlature. Whatever topics the warmth of oppoſition may have 
introduced into the Repreſentation of the Iriſh Commons, the 
tranſactions of both Houſes during that ſeſſion completely prove 
how fully they ated as the uncontrolled branches of a Parliament 
perfectly ſur juris. The Commons with difficulty granted ſupplies 
for two years, inſtead of the three which had been demanded ; and 
this, after calculating the eſtabliſhment on the loweſt ſcale, and 
debiting the Treaſury with the outſtanding arrears of revenue, con- 
trary to former practice. The other Houſe, without regard to any 
offence which might be taken in England, by a ſolemn reſolution 
alerted their ſupreme and excluſive right of appeal, and actually 
exerciſed it by ifſuing an order under which the Earl of Meath was put 
in poſſeſſion of an eſtate, directly in the teeth of a decree of the Houſe 
of Lords in England. (Iriſh Lords Journal, vol. ii. p. 24, Ke.) 
The ſpirit of that Houſe in the buſineſs of their judicature may 
be farther judged of from a paragraph in the letter I have already 


quoted of Sir Richard Cox to Lord Nottingham: Tour Lordſhip - 


may be pleaſed to remember, that from the beginning, and parti- 


*ularly in the cloſet before my Lord Treaſurer, I expreſſed more 


e  3pprehenfion from the debates of the Lords than of the Com- 

* mons ; for I knew the former would think themſelves bound in 
* honour to vindicate a juriſdiction they claim as inſeparably in- 
herent to a Houſe of Lords, and which they might conceive the 


Lords in England could not WY without ſhaking their own 
foundations. 


Vor. IX. 2M 
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About the time when theſe proceedings were going on in the 
Parliament, the ſubje& of an Union between Ireland and this 
country appears by many publications to have been a very general 
topic of diſcuſſion out of doors. 

Sir Thomas Bretoſter, who had been a Member of the Iriſh Houſe 
of Commons, publiſhed, in the year 1702, a pamphlet, entitled, 
© New Eſſays on Trade, in which there is a long chapter on the 
ſubject. I will not trouble the Houſe with all his reaſoning upon it, 
though it is clearly that of an intelligent and ſenſible man, but I beg 
leave to read the following ſhort paſſage : 

By this meaſure future rebellions would be prevented, which 
© that kingdom was never long free from. Ireland would be then 
© England, and the nation become more formidable abroad and 
. * ſafer at home—Ireland making, as it were, one continent with 
this iſland, which it would become in effect, and more uſefully 
than if it were fo in reality.” 

In a book printed in the ſame year, entitled, Miſcellanea Aulica, 

there is a ſhort paper with this ſuperſcription, A Propoſal of 
© ſeveral Officers, and other Gentlemen of Engliſh Extraction in 
Ireland, for an Union of that Kingdom with England.“ There is 
no date to it; but it muſt have been originally drawn up either in 
the reign of Charles II. or of * William, as appears by this 
introducdory paragraph: 

His Majeſty's good ſubjeQs i in Ireland, upon the hearing of a 
* propoſal made not long fince for the uniting England and Scot- 
© land, (there was, I believe, no ſuch propoſal in James the Scconds 
time,) with all obedience and ſubmiſſion humbly conceive it a 
© means conducible thereto, if the like Union of England and Irc- 
© land, under one legiſſative power aſſembled in ene Parliament, might 
© be reſettled de jure, in ſomething like the manner it was fqrmerly 
de facts, to the facilitating His Majeſty's gracious government of 
© both kingdoms, diſſolving of many intricate difficulties, taking 
* away much of the root of difference and diſcord between the now 
many parties in His Majeſty's ſaid kingdoms, and ſtrengthening his 
* hands againſt all oppoſition, both at home and abroad. 

It ſeems pretty clear, from the title and ſtyle of this propoſal, 
that it was deſigned to be laid before Government, and was the act 
of ſome known and conſiderable claſs of perſons ; ſo that it moſt 
probably was a matter of general notoriety. 

I vill mention one other publication of that time, which ex- 
preisly purports to have been ſubmitted to the conſideration of 

Queen Anne and her Parliament. The title is, An Eſſay upon 
* an Union of Ireland with England, moſt humbly offered to the 
| 2 | 
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Conſideration of the Queen's moſt excellent Majeſty, and both 
© Houſes of Parliament.“ The date, in the copy I have ſeen, is 
© Dublin, reprinted, 1704. | 

This author ſtates his opinion, that while Ireland continues a 
diſtin kingdom, the only precautions England can take to prevent 
any danger that may ariſe to it from that country, are, 1ſt, to en- 
truſt the Government there entirely in the hands of Engliſhmen; 
or, 2dly, to check the growth of that kingdom in point of trade and 
wealth, ſo that it may not be able to attempt any thing againſt the 
Conſtitution of England. He afterwards enters into a variety of 
arguments to ſhow the equal injuſtice and impolicy of either of thoſe 
methods, and then comes to his propoſal of an Union, which he 
ſupports in a manner very clear and forcible, on conſiderations re- 
ſpeting the intereſts and relative ſituation of the two kingdoms, 
proving himſelf (whoever he was) to have. been a perſon of more 
than ordinary information and abilities, 

Thus, Sir, I think I have ſhown that this idea, now ſaid to be 
ſo novel to Ireland, muſt have been in the general contemplation 
of all thinking people in that country, from the days of Cr:well to 
the period of the Union of England and Scotland. | 


Upon that event the hopes of thoſe true patriots in Ireland, as 1 


muſt confider them, who wiſhed for the bleſſing of a like Union to 
their own country, ſeem to have revived, while the Engliſh Miniſ- 
ters of that day continued to feel the fame dMinclination to it, which 
had been manifeſted by thoſe in power at the beginning of the 
reign. 

In the ſpeech of the Earl of Pembroke, then Lord Lieutenant, at 
the opening of the ſeſſion on the 7th of July 1707, fo memorable 
and important an occurrence as the Union with Scotland, was not 
even mentioned. But the Commons that very.day refolved on an 
addreſs of congratulation to Her Majeſty, *,on the accompliſhment 
* of the great work of uniting Her Majeſty's kingdoms of England 
and Scotland. Mr. Brodrick was chairman of the Committee 
who prepared it, and it is drawn in ſuch warm language of admira- 
tion as clearly evinces how great an impreſſion the ſubject had made: 
We crave leave to lay hold of the earlieſt opportunity humbly to 
* addreſs your Majeſty with our moſt hearty and fincere congratula- 
"tions, for the inward joy and fatisfaQion you are bleſſed with, 
and the glory you have acquired, by accompliſhing the Union of 
your Majeſty's kingdoms of England and Scotland. This great 
and glorious work, which your anceſtors, with their utmoſt en- 
deavours, laboured to accompliſh, lay above the reach and wiſdom 
* of former times, and ſcems to have been reſerved by Heaven for 
3M 3 | 
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your Majeſty's reign, as one great reward of an exemplary piety 

© and heroic virtue, ſignally demonſtrated in what you have reſo. 
© lutely undertaken, and ſucceſsfully carried on, to procure the general 
© happineſs, and ſecure the liberty of Europe. The difficulty of 
© the attempt required the greateſt genius to ſurmount it; and we 
© cannot but highly honour and admire the wiſdom of thoſe councils 
< that have by it given a farther ſecurity to the peace and fafety of 
« your Majeſty's government, the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and the 
Church as by law eſtabliſhed in England and Ireland. May Gad 
put it in your royal heart to add greater flrength and luſtre to yur 
© Crown, by a ftill more comprehenſive Union. 

The Lords expreſſed themſelves to the ſame effect, though not 
quite in ſuch direct terms: We congratulate the glorious ſucceſs 
of your Majeſty's endeavours for ſecuring, by your arms abroad, 
< the liberties of Europe, and the welfare of your ſubjects at home, 
© by uniting Great Britain into one body under the ſame Proteſtant 
* ſucceſſion to the throne of all your dominions. We are ſenſible 
© how effeQual a means that will prove to prevent the attempts of 
«* Papifts from diſturbing the quiet of your Majeſty's empire, and 
particularly of this kingdom, that has been ſo often endangered by 
them. May your Majefly go en and extend your favour to all yur 
t ſubjects, till none are excluded from ſo great a bleſſmg, but ſuch as 
by their own frowardneſs or diſaffection to the public good bar 
< themſelves from the general advantages of your Majeſty's reign. 

The Queen's anſwer to the Commons was in theſe very general 
and evaſive terms: The Commons may be aſſured, that nothing 
< ſhall be wanting on her part to make the Union of all her ſubjeds 
© as extenſive as is poſſible.” And although in their new addreſs of 
thanks for this anſwer they ſeem to have been deſirous to give it an 
interpretation applicable to the meaſure they had in contemplation, 
declaring, that © The aſſurance Her Majeſty had been pleaſed to 
give them, had inſpired them with hopes of an addition to the 
many bleſſings they enjoyed under her moſt auſpicious reign; 
(31ſt of July 1707) ; yet no real encouragement being given to 
their overtures on the ſubjeQ, the matter was proſecuted no farther. 
The whole of the anſwer to the addreſs of the Lords was in theſe 
formal, cold, and diſheartening words: Her Majeſty returns their 
£ Lordſhips her hearty thanks for their addreſs, and is, very ſenſible 

b of their zeal for her's and the public ſervice. Her Majeſty is alfa 
© very well pleaſed with the ſatisfaction their Lordſhips expreſs in 
. ber endeavours to unite all her ſubjects. (4th of Aug: 170%. 

The Engliſh Government and the Iriſh Parliament had obe 

y natural ſentiment in common, the apprehenſion of danger fron 
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the great number of Catholics in Ireland, who continued attached 
to a dethroned Monarch of the ſame religion with themſelves. But 
the Parliament ſeems to have looked to a legiſlative Union as the 
ſureſt protection againſt this danger. The Miniſters in England 
preferred the eſtabliſhment of a ſyſtem of ſevere penalties and dif- 
qualifications againſt Papiſts, reſtrictive of the rights, as well civil 
as political, which, till then, they had enjoyed in that country 
equally with their Proteſtant fellow- ſubjects. And the attempt to 
engage the Queen in the meaſure they had recommended having 
failed, the Parliament, ſeeing no third courſe, thought themſelves 
compelled to co-operate with the Cr6wn in adopting the other ex- 


pedient. It has, accordingly, been truly remarked by a great au- 


thority in the ſiſter kingdom, * "That it was not till the propoſition 
© to unite the Legiſlatures of the two countries had proved abortive, 
© that the great code of the Poperv laws of Ireland was enaGed.” 
(Lord Fitzgibbon's ſpeech in the Iriſh Houſe of Lords, 13th March 
1793, Irith edition, p. 16.) 

I do not find the matter of Union to have been afterwards re- 
vived in the Iriſh Parliament, but it ſtill continued to be a very 
general and frequent ſubje of public diſcuſſion in both kingdoms. 

In Cats's Letters, (3d edition, vol. iv. letter I. p. 12.) a work, 
[ believe, of univerſal circulation about the middle of the enſuing 
reign, Mr. Trenchard, who was peculiarly verſed in the concerns of 
Ireland, recommendcd it in the following terms, which concluge 
one of the letters in that collection written by him, and entitled, 
On Plantations and Colonies :* © Ireland is too powerful to be 
© treated only as a colony. Fe deſign to continue them friends, the 
© beſt way to do it is to imitate the example of merchants and ſhop- 
* keepers ; that is, when their apprentices are acquainted with their 
trade, and out of their time, to take them into partnerſhip, rather 
than let them /et up for themſelves in the neighbourhood.” _ 

It is very clear that neither he nor any of the earlier writers I 
have quoted, ever imagined there could be any difficulty or objec- 
tion raiſed on the part of Ireland. 

In the reign of George the Second, about the year 1735, the ex- 
cellent Berkeley, a moſt impartial and 3 patriot, publiſhed 
a book on the intereſts of Ireland, called The Queriſt, from many 
paſſages in which he appears to have had the expediency of an 
Union, for the advantage both of his native country and this, 
ſtrongly impreſſed on his mind. In the goth query particularly, 
he thus expreſſes himſelf: Qu. Whether if it be not the true in- 


* tereſt of both nations to become one peoples and whether either be 
ſutficiently appriſed of this 
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Dean Tucker's propoſal for An Union with Ireland, was firſt 
printed, I believe, in the year 1751, in his © Eſſay on Trade; 
. (Propoſal 3d and 4th,) a work as generally read and ſtudied in Ire. 

land as Great Britain. 
In the year following (1752) a tra appeared under the title of 
A Propoſal for uniting the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, 
which was generally underſtood to be the production of a reſpectable 
Nobleman of the ſiſter kingdom, to whom J have before alluded, the 
late Marquis of Dotunſbire; and if I am not much miſinformed, 
this meaſure now under conſideration, vi. a legiſlative incorpora- 
tion, which it was the object of that publication to recommend, was, 
during the whole of his life, a favourite object with that expe- 
rienced ſtateſman, a frequent ſubject of his converſation and dif. 
cuſſion in both kingdoms, and ſtrongly recommended by him at 
different times to the different perſons ſucceſſively at the head of 
Government. 

Sir, I truſt the ſelection I have made, which, though a ſmall 
part of what might have been ſtated, may, I fear, have appeared 
tedious to the Houſe, has fully proved my aſſertion, that this ſubject 
has not come on the ſudden,” and by ſurpriſe, on the People and 
Parliament of Ireland. Indeed, Mr. Burke (whoſe name I cannot 
pronounce without reverence and affection) tells us, in his Letter 
to Sir Hercules Langriſne, that he had heard a diſcuſſion con- 
« cerning an Union amongſt all forts of men ever ſinee he remem- 
© bered any thing.” (2d edition, p. 75.) 

1 wiſh 1 could have added that great man to the liſt of thoſe, 
both in Ireland and here, who have been decided advocates for the 
meafure ; but leſt he ſhould be ſuppoſed to have been decidedly of 
a contrary opinion, I will ſubjoin the candid language in which he 
goes on in the ſame paſſage to expreſs himſelf concerning it: 

For my own part,” fays he, I have never been able to bring 
my mind to any thing clear and decifive on the ſubject ; there 
© cannot be a more arduous queſtion. As far as I can form an 
© opinion, it would not be for the mutual advantage of both king- 
© doms ; but perſons more able than J am think otherwiſe. But 
© whatever the. merits of this Union may be, to make it a menace it 
© myſt be ſhown to be an evil, and an evil more particularly to 
© thoſe who are threatened with it, than to thoſe who throw it out 
© asSa terror. I really do not ſce how this threat can operate, ot 
© that the Catholics are more likely to be loſers than the Church- 
men.“ (Letter to Langriſhe, p. 75.) 

It cannot have eſcaped the attention of the Houſe, (that none of 
thoſe of whom I have made mention, neither Sir William Petty, the 
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Iriſh Council of Trade, the two Houſes of that Parliament in 1703 
and 1707, nor Mr. Trenchard, Biſhop Berkeley, Dean Tucker, 
Lord Downſhire, or Mr. Burke, ever ſeem to have entertained a 
ſuſpicion of that new diſcovery—the incompetency of the Iciſh 
Parliament. 

What has been ſtated to ſhow the long and continued attention 
which muſt have been given to the ſubject in Ireland, goes a great 
way alſo to prove, that there muſt always haye been a great number 
of perſons there, in that ſphere of life in which alone men are to be 
found in any country capable of underſtanding and judging of ſuch 
matters, who were ſtrongly of opinion, that a legiſlative Union 
would be of the utmoſt benefit to theirs. 

It has, however, been very confidently averred, that the Iriſh in 
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general have always been averſe to an Union; inſomuch, that 
| whenever it has been an object there to render a new Lord Lieu- 

tenant unpopular, it has been cuſtomary to give out, as a watch- 
1 word, that he had been ſent over for the purpoſe of effecting that 
F meaſure. I know, Sir, that the art of running down a Lord Lieu- 114 
g tenant, in former times, has been carried to a great degree of per- 1 
1 fection in that kingdom, and, perhaps, it may not yet have fallen a 
4 into abſolute diſuſe. But is it thought that ſuch a © politic trick! (as | 
De Foe expreſſes himſelf on a ſimilar ſubjeR) furniſhes a very 


1 ſerious proof of the diſinelination of the majority of that nation to 
E the meaſure? Will thoſe who reaſon in this way deny, that there 
have been times, and thoſe not very remote, when a cry that the 


: object of a Chief Governor's miſſion was what is called © Catholic 
k Emancipation,” would have been no ineffectual means of exciting 
o the mob of Dublin againſt him, perhaps of embarraſſing or over- 


turning his government? Friends as they are to the admiſſion of- 
the Catholics to an equal participation of political rights, will they 
conſent to a ſimilar argument being built againſt that favourite object 
of theirs on ſuch a circumſtance ? The truth is, catchwords and 
quaint abſtractions have a wonderful effect ſometimes on that mul- 
tude ; © Proteſtant Aſcendaney, and * Catholic Emancipation,' 
have each had their day, — both, I believe, coined in the ſame mint. 
Parliamentary incompetency' may, perhaps, be the favourite at 
preſent ; but that phraſe has too little ſingularity of diction, and is | 
too plain, as well as too obviouſly falſe in its meaning, to have a 
very long reign. | | 
In fat, however, when artful people have choſen to raiſe an 
alarm, or excite prejudices in Ireland againſt an Union, they have 
not ſatisfied themſelves with-a vague and general deſcription of it; 
they have accompanied that term with explanations naturally and 
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juſtly tending to render the meaſure offenſive and obnoxious to the 
nation. Do we find, when the Council of Trade and the Par. 
liament, when Molyneux, and Berkeley, and Lord Hillſborough, 
recommended it, that they loſt the good will of their country ? But 
when, as in 1759, on an occaſion, an account of which has been 
quoted from the Annual Regiſter of that year, (vol. ii, p. 129,) the 
Union ſuppoſed to be in contemplation, has been repreſented as a 
Meaſure intended to ſubje& the Iriſh nation 72 the ſame taxes with 
England; when it has been repreſented, to uſe the language im- 
puted to a learned gentleman, formerly a Member of that Par- 
lament, * that an Union would be the participation of Britiſh taxes 
* without Britiſh trade, and render the kingdom of Ireland a 
* wretched colony, governed by a few exciſemen ;* (Iriſh Parlia- 
mentary Debates, vol. xii, p. 177, &c.) one does not wonder that 
with ſuch comments, the indignation of the populace ſhould have 
been raiſed againſt it; though every body muſt diſapprove of the 
di ſorderly violence by which they were prompted, in 17 59, to break 
into the Houſe of Lords, and commit that fort of groſs and inde- 
cent anſult towards the Throne which has been mentioned, and 
which another Dublin mob, on a more recent and leſs excuſable 
occaſion; is ſaid to have pradtiſed towards the Chair of the Houſe 
of Commons. 
As to the ſuppoſition of a aniverſality of ſentiment at preſent 
manifeſted in Ireland againſt the Union, I muſt not expect that 
| gentlemen on the other ſide will pay the attention I think they de- 
ſerve to my reaſons for difſenting from it, eſpecially as it was two 
months ago (I 1th'of February) affirmed in this place, that there 
were then authentic documents arrived to prove the fact. Accord- 
ing to my information, however, at that time only certain meetings 
in Dublin and its neighbourhood, and in a few of the counties in 
Leinſter, had declared any ſuch opinion; Cork had addreſſed His 
Majeſty in favour of an Union; and, if I have not been greatly de- 
ceived, pretty active endeavours had been uſed, but, up to that time 
at leaſt, in vain, to procure addreſſes and reſolutions againſt it from 
various reſpectable counties in the North, the Weſt, and the South. 
Since then, indeed, new addreſſers and reſolvers have appeared, but 
we have alſo ſeen various counter-refolutions. Thoſe of the Grand 
Juries of the firſt city in magnitude and opulence next to Dublin, 
and of the firſt county, that of Cork, are of un: to be diſtin- 
guiſned. 


Sir, I ſhould be one of the laſt to treat with neglect the real 


fenſc of the nation on this or any ſubject; but which on this, as it 
fhall be expreſſed by the ane of its Se muſt ulti- 
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mately decide the queſtion ; or to ſay, that even through ſuch irre- 
gular and uncertain organs as county or corporation meetings, the 
voice of the people is not worthy of the moſt ſerious attention. 
Yet when I look back on the hiſtory of this country for the laſt 

century and a half, and on that of France for the laſt decade of years, 
as I ſuppoſe I ought to call it; when I call to mind the addreſſes 
to Richard Cromwell on his ſucceſſion to the ProteQorate, thoſe in 
Scotland againſt the Union of 1707, and thoſe in France calumni- 


dating the virtuous and faint-like Louis the Sixteenth as a tyrant, and 
extolling the bloody Roberſpierre and his aſſociates as the ſaviours of 


their country; I muſt be pardoned if I cannot confider ſuch acts 
and inſtruments, however numerous, and whatever reſpeQable 
names may be found among the ſubſcriptions to them, as very cer- 
tain teſts of national opinion—muct? leſs as unchangeable teſts ; 
for, ſatisfied as I am of the importance and even neceſſity of this 
meaſure for the ſafety of Ireland, 1 will not think ſo ill of one of 
the moſt intelligent, as well as moſt liberal-minded nations that 
exiſts, though withal, at times, ſomewhat haſty and irritable, as not 
to believe, when the arts that have been employed to excite their 
jealpuſy, and alarm their honourable pride, ſhall have been detected, 
and the illuſions of that ſophiſtry, which has very unfortunately been 
taken for ſound argument by a few able men among them, (for 
what abilities are proof againſt prejudice and prepoſſeſſion ?) and has 
been dreſſed up with all the ſkill and talents they poſſeſs, to be cir- 
culated among the people at large, ſhall have vaniſhed in the hour 
of ſober judgment and reflection; that the great majority of the 
preſent opponents will change their ſentiments, and feel the truth of 
the old adage, that ſecond thoughts, in matters of ſuch moment, : are 
generally the beſt. 

This the Scotch nation have fully experienced by the bleſſings 
they have derived from the Union of 1707, at firſt ſo ſtrongly op- 
poſed by ſo many people of every claſs and deſcription in the country. 
That this was the caſe is as clear, I believe, as any hiſtorical fact 
whatever; and therefore it has ſeemed very ſtrange to me to hear 
the reſiſtance made in Scotland at that time, treated by ſome gen- 
tlemen as having been ſlight and inſignificant, in compariſon to the 
oppoſition now exiſting in Ireland to the Union between that 
country and this; and the meaſure repreſented in truth to have 
been the general wiſh and defire of the whole nation. Indeed, Sir, 
miſtaken notions of the dignity and advantage of a ſeparate and in- 
dependent Legiſlature, excluſively their own, having exiſted among 
the Scotch, from the firſt junction of the two Crowns, in, at leaſt, as 
exalted a degree as that to which they are now carried in Ireland, I 
Vor. IX. | | 3 N 
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do not underſtand upon what evidence it is alledged that, even at 
that early period, that nation wag anxious for a complete legi/lative 
incorporation with their ſouthern neighbours. James the Firſt, who 
had become the common Sovereign of both, might defire it. He 
was certainly defirous of a ſtridter Union than the mere deſcent of 
the Engliſh Monarchy upon him had produced. And a legiſlative 

Union was undoubtedly in the contemplation of ſome of the great 
Stateſmen, with whom he ſeems chiefly to have conſulted on the 
ſubject, particularly Sir Francis Bacon. But, from a conſideration 
of the articles agreed to in Scotland on that occaſion, it will be 
found, that the actual treaty which became the ſubject of nepoti. 
ation was only of a fœderal and commercial kind, and intended to 
eſtabliſh an equal communication of civil and perſonal rights; but 
not to incorporate the Parliaments ; and the Parliament of that 
country expreſsly declared, during the progreſs of the buſincſs, 
« that the kingdom ſhould remain an abſolute and free monarel u. 
(Spottiſwoode, p. 505.) 

When, after the Reſtoration, in 1670, the Commiſſioners fer 
both kingdoms came to treat for an efficient incorporation of the 
two Legiſlatures, though the Scotch ſhewed themſelves perfcAly 
well inclined to the general propoſition, yet, by inſiſting on terms to 
which they muſt have -becn ſure England could never agree, 
namely, that the whole body of the Scotch Parliament, the full 
number of their Peers and Commoners, ſhould be joined to thoſe 
of England; (1{t November 1670. De Foe, p. 61.) they 
ſcem to me to have proved very clearly that they were not diſpoſed 
to negotiate upon any practicable or admiſſible condition. Ac- 

cordingly, at that time, the affair went off in truth on the part of 
Scotland. 

But to come to the treaty which was carried into effect — that the 
great majority of the truly wiſe and ſober men of the country, the real 
patriots and genuine ſtateſmen, and I would add tco, the men of the 
trueſt and moſt elevated and enlightened ambition, earneſtly wiſhed 
for it, and were vigilant in ſeizing every occafion and circumſtance 


which could tend to its completion, I moſt readily allow. But that 


the faciious, the ſeditious, and the rebellious, that many not ob- 
-noxious to ſuch charges, but who had either confined their views to 
that limited ſphere of action, or, like the celebrated Fletcher, poſ- 
ſeſſing great and cultivated minds, had heated their imaginations 
with notions of government incompatible with the ancient inſtitu- 
tions of their country, or any form which an incorporation of the 
two cxiſting Governments could aſſume, but which, from the pecu- 
liarly diſordered ſtate of Scotland at the time—chimerical as they 
us | 
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were—they vainly hoped they might ſee realized; that all thoſe and 


various other claſſes of men, forming, perhaps, a majority of the 
whole, reckoning by tale inſtead of weight, by numbers inſtead of 
property, were the declared and aQtive enemies of the Union, is, I 
believe, as certain, as it is, that, by virtue of the manly and ſtcady _ 
diſregard with which the Adminiſtration of that day treated their hoſ- 
tility and violence, one of the moſt important and fortunate political ' 
tranſaQions recorded in the annals of the world, was brought to a 
happy concluſion, I would recommend to any man who really has 
doubts on this point, the re-peruſal and compariſon of the eon- 
temporary authors who have written on the ſubject, particularly 
the two moſt remarkable among them, De Foe, the able hiſ- 
torian and advocate; and Lockhart, the defamer and libeller, of 
the Union. 

Permit me to read a paſſage from another writer of the time, 
Biſhop Burnet, as the matter of it, I think, gives us ſtrong encou- 
ragement to cheriſh the moſt favourable proſpeR of the iſſue of the 
preſent ſtill more important meaſure. 

© The Union,' ſays he, of the two Kingdoms was a work of 
* which many had deſpaired, in which number I was one; and thoſe 
* who entertained better hopes, thought it muſt have run out into a 
© long negotiation for ſeveral years; but, beyond all men's expec- 
© tation, it was begun and finiſhed within the compaſs of one. 
The body of the people ſhewed ſo much ſullenneſs, that probably, 
had any perſon of authority once kindled the flame, they ſeemed 
© of fuch combuſtible matter, that the Union might have caſt that 
nation into great convulſions. The Duke of Queenſbury deſpaired 
* of ſueeceding, and one about him wrote to the Lord Treaſurer 
 reſyeQing the ill-temper the nation was generally in, and moving 
for an adjournment, that ſo, with the help of time and good ma- 
nagement, thoſe difficulties, which ſeemed then inſuperable, might | 
© be conquered.” {Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Time, vol, ii. 
. 462). He adds, the Lord Treaſurer told me his anſwer was 

that a delay was, upon the matter, laying the whole deſign afide.” 
(Burnet, p. 462). 

Nay, Sir, in the Houſe of Lords, when the treaty came to be 
debated there, Lord Haverſnam appears expreſsly to have ſtated, 
and without being contradiQed by any body, That though the 

* articles of Union were ratified by the Scotch Parliament, yet the 
bulk and body of that nation ſeemed to be againſt it, Have not, 
he ſaid, © the murmurs of the people there been ſo loud as to fill 
* the whole nation, and ſo bold too as to reach even to the doors of 
* the Parliament? Has not the Parliament itſelf thought fit to 
| 3N2 : 
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- ſuſpend their beloved clauſe in their act of ſecurity, for arming 


their people, during the ſeſſion? Nay, has not the Government, 
* by advice of Parliament, iſſued a proclamation, pardoning all 
* ſlaughter, bloodſhed, maiming, &c. that is committed upon any 
* who are found in any tumults there? I do not mention this to 
* find fault with any thing done in Scotland, but only to ſhow to 


your Lordſhips, that where ſuch an unuſual proclamation as this 


* is ſet out by the advice of Parliament, and cannot ſtay for the 
forms of a law; when we know that, on extraordinary occaſions, 
© a bill may be read three times in a day; ſure, my Lords, it ſhows 
a very great ferment, that requires ſo very ſpeedy an application. 
(Continuation of Rapine, vol. 16. p. 365). 

To an infinity of evidence of this contemporaneous ſort, might 


be added the reſult of that evidence as it has been collected by 


every hiſtorian who has written on the ſubject in later times; but I 
will only mention a ſhort ſentence or two from one who, in declar- 
ing his opinion of the advantages the Union has produced to both 
countries, but eſpecially to Scotland, expreſſes himſelf in the follow- 
ing ſtrong and glowing language: The Union of the two king- 
* doms, into which the Engliſh entered with ſo much facility, and 
the Scotch with ſo much relufance, was yet of infinitely higher ad- 
vantage to the latter than the former. An inſeparable connection 
vas thereby formed between them, by which Scotland was to ex- 
« perience and augment the happineſs, the glory, and the ſtability of 
* England. They were to be conftant companions in proſperity and 
* misfortune ; and if England is ever to periſh like Carthage, 
Sparta, and Rome, its ſiſter nation will prolong the ſtruggle, hold 
the fortunes of the victor in ſuſpenſe, and exert, in extinction and 
© death, that elevation of character, and that diſdain of a maſter, 
< which diſtinguiſh and ennoble the revolutions of her hiſtory.” 
(Stuart's Hiſtory of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 56). | 

We have been told that a majority of each of the three claſſes 
who compoſed. the Parliament of Scotland voted for the Union, 
They did ſo; but it is remarkable, if you take each of thoſe three 
clafſes, which were called Eftates, ſeparately, and ſuppoſe the con- 
eurrence of a majority of each neceſſary, which perhaps it was, that 
in each of the two eſtates of commoners that majority was but four, 
the reſt of the total majority of thirty-three being compoſed of twenty- 
five noblemen.- On the other hand, if you ſuppoſe an abſolute ma- 
jority per capita to have been all that was requiſite, then that total 
majority fell ſhort by four of the aggregate number of the votes in 
favour of Union on the divifions in the two Iriſh Houſes taken to- 
gether,” on the '22d of January laſt, the firſt day the matter vas 
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zyitated there. (In the Houſe of Lords, on the diviſion on Lord 
Bellamont's amendment, the majority for the Union was 36, the 
numbers being 52 to 16). 

It has been Rated in this place, in the very face of the proof I 
have mentioned, and the known facts to which I have referred, that 
the number of addreſſes and addreſſers in Scotland againſt the mea- 
ſure was comparatively ſmall, and the ſymptoms of active oppoſition 
out of the Parliament ſcarcely any. How muſt the diligent and 
accurate ſpirit of inveſtigation, which belongs to thoſe who mad 
that aſſertion, have deſerted them in their inquiries on this ocea- 
ſion? Otherwiſe, could they have overlooked the vaſt number of 
thoſe addreſſes, amounting to between 80 and 90 (De For, 
p. 329, &c.) (while thoſe againſt the commercial propotitions in 
1785, which were thought ſo numerous and proved ſo formidable, 
were in all but 62), (Parliamentary Regiſter, vol. xviii. p. 212) 
and the extenſive and diverſified deſcription of the parties ſubſcri- 
bing ; barons, heritors, and freeholders of, I believe, every county 
but one in that kingdom, burgeſſes of almoſt every borough, ſynods, 
preſbyteries, and pariſhes, in every diſtrict of the country? In 
ſhort, they were ſo numerous, and ſo various, that it was not with- 
out colour, that in a famous proteſt, prepared by the oppoſition of 
that day, it was afferted, © That the ſübjects of this nation of all 
© ranks and qualities have generally ſhown an utter averſion to any 
ſuch Union as is contained in the articles now lying before the 
* Houſe.” (Lockhart, p. 298). 

Then, Sir, as to the activity of the oppofition without doors, 
have the accounts, contained in the authors I have quoted, in Bur- 
net, Lockhart, and De Foe, entirely eſcaped thoſe gentlemen ; of 
the riots at Edinburgh, the inſurrection at Glaſgow, the army of 
7,000 men in the weſt, ready and on the wing to advance to the 
capital and diſperſe the Parliament? (Lockhart, p. 283). Thank 
God, we have ſeen nothing of any attempt towards ſuch treaſonable 
methods of controlling the deliberations of the Iriſh Legiſlature on 
this occaſion, 

Is it worth while to anſwer the obſervation, that the addreſſes 
vere in general (they were not all ſo) againſt the terms of the Unian 
contained in the articles? Surely, it cannot be imagined, or at leaſt 
till lately it could not have been imagined, that many perſons would 
have been found to join in objecting to entertain or deliberate upon 
a mere general propoſition of Union undefined by any ſpecific terms 
Whatever, But it is well known that the framers and inſtigators of 
thoſe addreſſes objected principally to that eſſential part of the arti- 

cles the i E af the Legiſlatures. 
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It is therefore clear that a much ſtronger prejudice, a much more 
violent ſpirit, difcovered themſelves againſt the Scotch Union than 
it has been poſſible to excite in Ireland on the preſent accaſion, 
The fame prejudice certainly continued for a few years afterwards, 
fomented by the partiſans of the exiled family, on the one hang, 
and all who wiſhed to "thwart the exiſting adminiſtration, on the 
other; and this prejudice, no doubt, contributed very much to in- 
creaſe the temporary infatuation of the Scotch Lords in 1713, who, 
on the occaſion of the malt-tax I mentioned ſome time ago, moved 
for the diſſolution of the Union. 

But the good ſenſe of that nation, and their _ feeling of the 
benefits daily accruing to them from the meaſure, ſoon appear to 
have made converts, even of the ſtill numerous claſs of adherents 
to James. A moſt ſtriking fact in proof of this was mentioned in 
a former debate by my right honourable friend the Secretary of State, 
He did not think it neceſſary to ſtate authorities for a circumſtance 
fo well known to many perſons converſant in the events of thoſs 


times ; but from his not having done ſo, occaſion was taken to ſug. 


geſt a doubt concerning it. (7th February). 

A few words will take away every pretext for any ſuch doubt. 
The fact ſtated was, that the Pretender in 1715, two years only 
aſter the affair of the malt, knowing the reſiſtance to the Union 
which had been fo very general throughout Scotland at the time it 
was in agitation, had, in the manifeſto he was about to iſſue, de 
clared his purpoſe to be that it ſhould be diſſolved, but that upon 
better inquiry he diſcovered that the country had already become ſo 
ſenſible of its beneficial conſequences, that ſuch a declaration would 
injure his cauſe, and that he had therefore altered his * and 
omitted the intended clauſe in his proclamation. 

Now, Sir, this fact, beſides other proof, is completely eſtabliſhed 
by an extract lately printed in Dr. Somerville's Hiſtory of Queen 
Anne, from the manuſeript Memorials of Sir John Clerk, a gentle- 
man of character and eminence in the beginning of the century, 
Member of the laſt Parliament of Scotland, and who was much in 
the confidence of the principal perſons concerned in Scotch affairs 
at the time of the Union and for many years afterwards. Thoſe 
Memorials were written freſh as the events occurred, for the uſe 
and inſtruction of his own family. The words of the manuſcript 
are theſe: © The Scots were fo ſenſible of the benefit of the Union, 
* that at the time of the rebellion, in 1715, the Pretender was 
* obliged to alter that part of his proclamation which promiſed to 
_ © repeal the Union, and to expreſs his determination to leave it to 
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© the deciſion of Parliament.“ (Somerville's Hiſtory of Queen 
Anne, . 228, Note 4.) | 

The apprehenfions of inconvenience to Great Britain which I 
have heard ſtated, have been, 1ft, removal of capital; 2d, the in- 
creaſed numbers in the Houſe of Commons; 3d, fome ſuppoſed 
incongruity between the national habits and character of the people 
of Ireland and of thofe of this country, which may occaſion an in- 
jurious change in the character, modes, and principles of delibera- 


tion and deciſion of our Legiſlature. Fo theſe I. may add an ob- 


jection which is of a general nature, and not applicable more to. the 
caſe of the one country than to that of the other; viz. 4th, that 
an Union on the baſis of the reſolutions now before us will be 
imperfect. 1 5 5 | 
1. As to the removal of capital, I will only ſay a ſingle word 
or two, in addition to what I have already very ſhortly obſerved on 
that ſubject; namely, that if there is, in the overflowing capital of 
this country, a great deal beyond what is engaged in its commerce 
and agriculture, that ſurplus cannot be more advantageouſly laid out 
for Great Britain than by the employment of it in what will then 
make a part of one and the ſame kingdom. We are indeed told, 
that the capital of England is ſo fully employed, that there is none 
to ſpare.” (Mr. Foſter's Speech, p. 86.) But I know not how 
that opinion is to be reconciled to the eagerneſs with which, to this 
moment, we ſee men ready to engage large ſums in every new ſpecu- 
ation affording a reaſonable proſpect of ſecurity for their principal, 
though with a very moderate intereſt upon it—many people of late 
to a great extent of-adventure, running the hazard of failure alto- 
gether, and-yet agreeing to confine their returns, whatever may be 
the ſucceſs of the undertaking, within the narroweſt limits of what 
is uſually conſidered as fair mercantile profit, many to 10, * ſome 
even to 5 per cent. How is it to be reconciled to the daily inveſt- 
ments of large ſums in the ſtocks, while the dividends amount to 


proportion of the trade of many parts of the Continent, I fear no 


capital; not to mention what, even under the preſent forbidding 
circumſtances, is engaged in the commerce of Ireland itſelf ? 2 


* Ten per cent. is the dividend to which, I believe, Parliament has 
of late confined moſt of thoſe enterpriſes to which its ſanction has been 
given, | 


+ They now fall ſhort of it. 1 


+ 


" 

þ 

10 
'Ph 
Fs 
Fi = 
7 'K 
. 

1 
* 
I 

{ 

1 

4 


1 
"= 

q 

4 
190 
15 
1 
. 


little more than 5 per cent. ? t or to the known fact, that an immenſe _ 


inconſiderable ſhare of that of the enemy, is carried on with Britiſh <. 


+ I believe the commerce of Ireland has always been carried on ina very 
conſiderable proportion with Englich capital, Sir William Petty, in the 


be. <a 7. __ SES 
<> a6 2 AM 


ee De Et E22 94 h - 
— * = — = FR 

* = -_ 

2 a = 


_ 
2 Heeaed ds 

8 

— 4 44 


— 


a4 — 2 
* r 
— — 5 mu. of 
\ a * . 3 


460 PARLIAMENTARY 


2. Some gentlemen dread the acceſſion of a hundred Members 
(I ſpeak, as they did, hypothetically) to the Britiſh Parliament, 
This, it is thought, may change the caſt and quality of this Houſe 
as a public aſſembly, and render it too popular and tumultuous. 

Sir, I. will not deny that I have felt ſome difficulty on this part 
of the ſubject. Indeed, I ſhould be aſhamed to diſſemble any ob- 
jection which may have weighed with me, in a cafe where I look 
upon it as a duty, —it is ſo, undoubtedly, in all deliberations here, — 
but in a peculiar degree as a duty, to examine the queſtion, not as 
an advocate, and for defence, but, as far as I am capable, as a judge 
who is, in his ſhare and proportion, to decide upon it. 

But, Sir, I have conſidered, on the other hand, that this, at moſt, 

is but a conjectural diſadvantage, and of a very ſecondary ſort at all 
events, when balanced againſt the calamity of ſeparation, Which! 
think I ſee is already put into the oppoſite ſcale. 
LI have alfo recolleQed, that by the original principle of our con- 
ſtitution, the Crown, and of courſe the Engliſh Parliament, could 
increaſe, without any fixed limitation, the number of repreſentative 
members; that in the reigns of Henry the Eighth and his deſcen- 
dants, this prerogative was exerciſed to a great extent and without 
inconvenience—1I may fay to the improvement of this branch of the 
Legiſlature ; that the ſame power continued to exiſt till the Union 
with Scotland, in which country it alſo obtained, and had been ex- 
erciſed from time to time ; that in like manner the incorporation 0n 
that occaſion of forty-five new members with the former number in 
England has produced no ſuch inconvenience as is ſuggeſted ; and 
laſtly, that I have not obſerved or heard that the great and frequent 
fluctuation in the attendance here from under a hundred to perhaps 
five hundred and upwards, has been the cauſe of any eſſential dil- 
tinction in the nature of parliamentary meaſures, conſidered in 
conſſtitutional view; for J do not think we are to be guided, in this 
part of the argument, by any confideration of the effects of ſuch fuc- 
tuations, as to party, to points of a momentary nature, or to whit 
are ſometimes called trials of ſtrength between individuals, or this 
and that claſs of men, on matters not of important conſequence (0 
the ſtate and the community. | 

3. The next apprehenfion I am not ſure whether I rightly un- 
derſtand ; but I think it was ſtated as if it were conceived that the 
habits and turn of the Triſh gentlemen who may be elected to the 


laſt century, ſaid, * The ſtock which drives the foreign trade of Ireland 


doth near half of it belong to thoſe who live out of Ireland. Political 
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Anatomy of Ireland, p. 90. 
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common Parliament, were likely to be ſuch as to lower the ſtandard, 
as it were, of Britiſh repreſentation. I think it was ſaid, that they 
are not of a ſubſtance and materials which can ſafely coaleſce with 
this Parliament ; that they would corrupt and contaminate the whole 
maſs. Sir, I believe nobody imagined that in ſo liberal and reſpec- 
table a quarter as that from whence this obſervation came, it was 
meant to expreſs any ſentiment derogatory to the general and na- 
tural diſpoſition of the Iriſh nation. I preſume the idea was, and 
ſuch indeed was, I think, the effect of the language in which it was 
conveyed, that, partly from the imputed corruption of Iriſh politics, 
partly from the ſavage ignorance and barbarity of the lower orders of 
people there, partly from the inveterary of religious animoſity, it was 
too probable, that the generality of the perſons returned for Ireland 
would bring with them modes of thinking and acting. leſs pure, leſs 
rational, leſs diſpaſſionate, than thoſe which this hypotheſis ſeems to 
aſſume as prevailing in this kingdom. 

But, Sir, however much diſpoſed I feel myſelf to think with juſt 
reſpe& of the virtue and underſtanding of Britiſh Legiſlators, I muſt 
beg leave to ſay, that if the honourable gentleman to whom I allude 
had been well acquainted, which he profeſſed not to be, with that 
claſs of men in Ireland, from among whom the repreſentatives would 
of courſe be for the moſt part ſelected, he could not have ſuffered fo 
idle a ſuggeſtion to have entered his mind. Vulgar prejudice and 
national complacency do, with the vulgar of all countries, eſtabliſh 


2 fort of general impreſſion of inferiority in the moral and intellec- 


tual qualities of neighbouring nations. I truſt the members of this 
Houſe are far beyond the reach of ſuch impreſſions. For my part, 
I am well perſuaded Ireland is likely to furniſh at leaſt her fair pro- 
portion of genuine worth and genuine wiſdom to the common ſtock 
of the imperial Parliament; and that whatever defects may be ſup- 
poſed to belong ta the modes and practice of legiſlativn there, they 
ariſe from the nature of a local, as connected, in the manner I have 
endeavoured to explain, with an imperial Parliament, and are in no 
reſpect founded on any peculiar imperfeQion in the deſcription of 
the individuals who compoſe it. It has been well and juſtly ob- 
ſerved in this Houſe, by one whoſe generous and elevated ſentiments 
on this queſtion ſtood in no need of the weight of his high character 
to impreſs them on our recollection, that the people of Ireland 
have not been leſs diſtinguiſhed than thoſe of Great Britain, in 
: correſponding ſtations of life, for eloquence, for literary and ſcien- 
tifie aequirements, and for thoſe talents and exertions which have 
* eſtabliſhed the naval and military renown of the Britiſh empire. 
They will not, on their more intimate conneQion with the 0 of 
Vor. IX. | 3 O 
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that empire, forfeit the pledge and earneſt they have thus given, 
Indeed, Sir, we have already had ſufficient examples in this very 
place to warrant that expectation; for can Great Britain herſelf 
boaſt of many of her ſons who have more illuſtrated this aſſembly 
than ſome of thoſe natives of that country, who in our own days 
have ſatin it, and who muſt already have occurred to the minds of 
all who hear me? | 

4. As to the objeQion that the Union, as propoſed, will be im- 
perfect, and on that account not anſwer the ends intended, it was, 
I think, grounded chiefly on the diſtinction which will probably re- 
main, and to which ſome of the reſolutions point, in the financial 
ſyſtems of the two countries. Sir, this very objection was made 
on the part of England, by ſome noble Lords in the other Houſe, 
at the time of the Union with Scotland. When the treaty came 
to be debated in the Houſe of Lords, Lord Haverſham, in the ſpeech 
J have already mentioned, ſaid, © There is another reaſon why I am 
* againſt this Union, becauſe I cannot think it an entire Union. 
© The exempting articles, I mean the twentieth, whereby herita- 
© ble offices and ſuperiorities are reſerved ; and alſo the one-and- 
© twentieth, both which Oliver, by an act of ſtate, was ſo wiſe as to 
* © aboliſh *“; but eſpecially their act for ſecuring their preſbyterian 
church government and general aſſemblies, ſeem to me like thoſe 
little clouds in a warm calm ſummer's day, that are generally the 
© ſeeds and attraQives of approaching tempeſt and thunder.' (Con- 
tinuation of Rapin, vol. 16. p. 33.) This was one of thoſe many 
prophecies which in the event have fortunately not been accom- 
pliſhed. Yet the differences which were allowed to continue and 
ſtill remain between the local arrangements and inſtitutions in Scot- 
land and England (ſeveral of them too, financial) were of much 
greater magnitude than any that are either propoſed to be maintained, 
or indeed, conſidering the much greater ſimilarity which already ob- 
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* The wiſdom and policy of aboliſhing the heritable juriſdictions was 
in the contemplation of King James, even before his geceſſion to the 


Crown of England, as appears by the following remarkable paſſage in the 


book called Baſilicon Doron, addreſſed by him to his ſon Prince Henry: 
But the greateſt hinderance to the execution of our laws in this countty 


* are the heritable ſherifdoms and regalities, which, being in the hands of 


f the great men, do rack the whole country. For which I know no pre- 
* ſent remedy, but by taking the ſharper account of them in their offices: 
* uſing all puniſhment againſt the flothful that the law will — and 
* ever, as they become vacant for any offences committed, to diſpoſe them 
never heritably again; preſſing with time to draw it to the laudable cuſ. 
* tom of England, which ſhe may the eaſilier do, being King of both, as ] 
hope in God ye ſhall P. 48, 3 
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tains, can exiſt after the Union with Ireland, between thoſe of this 
part of Great Britain and of that country. 

[ believe a perfect uniformity in all the branches and minute 
parts of the frame of Government, never did take place as to all the 
different diſtricts and diviſions of the ſame country and nation, un- 
leſs, perhaps, in ſome of thoſe diminutive ſovereignties which bear a 
nearer reſemblance to corporations and municipalities, than to ſuch 
ſtates as England and Ireland. 

In France, under the Monarchy, though the general outline and 
diſtinguiſhing features were in a great degree uniform throughout, 
yet there prevailed in the different provinces, ſenechauſstes, hal- 
liages, &c. of which that kingdom was compoſed, a remarkable 
diverſity in regard to many important particulars, ſuch as the rights 
of property, real and moveable ; the adminiſtration of juſtice ; the 
impoſition and amount of taxes, and ſo forth; as to which, the dif- 
ferent provinces with their ſubdiviſions, after their ſucceſſive incor- 
porations with the kingdom at large, retained their ancient laws, 
uſages, and cuſtoms. The ſame obſervation is true of the other 
great ſtates of modern Europe, and will be found equally ſo in the 
inſtances of ſimilar incorporations, as far as they are known to have 
taken place in ancient Greece and Italy. 

In England itſelf, the unity of the Government has never been 
thought imperfect, becauſe of the different rules of property, the 
different forms and courts of judicature, the different local cuſtoms 
and uſages, which obtain in the principality of Wales, in the - 
duchy of Lancaſter, and in the various diſtricts, cities, boroughs, 
liberties, honours, and manors, throughout the kingdom. 

On the acceſſion of James the Sixth of Scotland to the throne of 
England, the Judges, (Co. 4 Inſt. c. 75. p. 347.) gave it as 
their opinion that there could be no incorporating Union of 
the two kingdoms without an entire conformity of laws in both. 
dir Francis Bacon was of a different ſentiment. He ſeems to have 
been ſtrongly convinced of the great inconvenience of the attempt to 
eſtabliſh ſo tri a uniformity, and that it was by no means neceſ- 
ary. © It is, ſays he in his Brief Diſcourſe, dedicated in private 
to His Majeſty,” a matter of curioſity and inconveniency to 
* ſeek either to extirpate all particular cuſtoms, or to draw all ſub- 
* Qs to one reſort of judicature and ſeſſion ; it ſufficeth there be 

* uniformity in the prineipal and fundamental laws, both eceleſiaſti- 

deal and civil.” (Bacon's Works, vol. ii, p. 1 57 .) Even with 

regard to manners he obſerves, that a conſent in them is to be 

f bought, indeed, induſtriouſly, but not forced; for that nothing 

. people breeds ſo much pertinacity in holding their cuſtoms, 
30 2 
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* as ſudden and violent offers to remove them.“ (Bacon.) And in 
another tract, ſtated © to have been diſperſed for His Majeſty's 
* ſervice,” after ſome argument to ſhow the difficulty of compoſing 
a general and uniform code for the two kingdoms, he concludes, 
that ſuch a general code would be too great a work to embrace. 
(Bacon.) | 

According to the judicious reflection of a modern author, Ex. 
« perience has now . happily confirmed the juſtneſs of that great 
man's ſentiments, and both nations have reaſon to rejoice that 
© the ſubtle reaſoning of the Judges met not with the ſame regard 
© as on that occaſion, in the reign of the great grand daughter of 
James.“ | 

At that time, when the long-projeQed incorporation came to be 
carried into effect, it ſoon appeared that an endeavour at any ſuch 
conformity of laws would be attended with inſurmountable diffi- 
culties. Their ancient juriſprudence and tribunals were therefore, 
in general, preſerved to each country, and even a fundamental dif- 
ference ſanRioned between the ecclefiaſtical laws and eſtabliſhments 
of the one and the other,” which Lord Bacon ſeemed to think 
ſcarcely praQicable. 

It remains for me now, before I conclude, to ſay a very ſhort 
word or two of the two covinter-projects which have been recom- 
mended to the Houſe. 

The one is, a repeal, without condition or diſtinction, of all 
laws in both countries affecting Roman Catholics, and a free com- 
munication and permanent ſecurity of every branch of trade to the 
ſiſter kingdom. By theſe means, it is ſaid, you will produce the 
only defirable/Union between Great Britain and Ireland, the Union 
of hearts and affections. 

As to the firſt part of this ſcheme, though I have declared my 
intention on this occafion to avoid entering into the general merits 
of the Catholic queſtion, as it would ſtand on the ſuppoſition of an 
Union, I have no ſeruple to ſtate my concurrence with thoſe who 
think that an attempt to grant what is called Catholic Emancipa- 
tion, while the local Parliament remains, would excite ſuch a 
ſtruggle between property and numbers, as would greatly aggravate 
many of thoſe. miſchiefs ,which now exiſt in Ireland, tending to 
revolution and ſeparation, through the medium of a civil war of the 
moſt deſtructive and ferocious kind. IS 

I have, in a former part of what I have ſaid, anticipated the 
anſwer to the commet1-ial part of the propoſal, and ſhown, that if 
we were inclined, or it were right to grant every thing that may 
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till be wanting to an entirely free trade, we could not give perma- 
nent ſceurity to the grant otherwiſe than by, Union. 


With regard to the union of hearts and affections, I will not 


recur again to any diſcuſſion of that ſentimental kind of connexion, 


of late fo much talked of by perſons not apt to be led aſtray by a 
glare of words, but which, unleſs ariſing from one of a coarſer but 
more intelligible fort ; that which a permanent and unchangeable 
identity of intereſts and an indiſſoluble c9nſpiratio et conſenſus partium 
in the political machine have a neceſſary tendency to produce 
and perpetuate ; is, in my judgment, mere idle and unprofitable 
declamation. 

The other project is the reverſe of this; if I have underſtood it, 
it might be thus expreſſed: Beware of the Catholics of Ireland; 
© tread back the raſh and inconſiderate ſteps you have taken in their 
''favour ; eraſe them again from the catalogue of electors, and re- 
© ena&t againſt them that Popiſh code, the relaxations of which, at 
« leaſt till the laſt in 1793, have been the univerſal boaſt and praiſe 
© of His Majeſty's reign on both ſides of the channel: let there, 
© however, be this modification in your proceeding, that although 
© all Romaniſts, as they were called, ſhall be prim& facie conſidered 
© as having, by their preſumed ſhare in the late conſpiracy and re- 
 bellion, forfeited all the privileges their ſe had recovered within 
* the laſt twenty or thirty years; yet each individual among them 
may take upon himſelf the burden of proving his innocence of ' 
that charge; and, having eſtabliſhed it, (a Jury being ſummoned 
© I ſuppoſe to try each particular caſe,) he ſhall not only be reſtored 
to thoſe privileges, but ſhall, on ſuch purgation, be put individually 
into the poſſeſſion of every right belonging to Proteſtants.” 

The hardſhip, cruelty, impolicy, and impraQticability to any ex- 
tent, of this ſcheme, I am ſatisfied did not, when it was thrown out, 
occur to the honourable propoſer, in the forcible manner in which 
they muſt impreſs the minds of thoſe who have had occafion to at- 
tend much to the late hiſtory and preſent condition of that king- 
dom. But the numberleſs difficulties which would belong to the 
execution of its detail, in eſtabliſhing again a religious and Proteſ- 
tant, not a geographical and Engliſh pale, and in ſeparating, man 
by man, as they ſhould preſent themſelves to the outlet of that ideal 
fold of penalties and diſabilities in which it is propoſed to encloſe 
and coop up the body of the Catholics, the innocent from the 
guilty, the ſheep from the goats, were pointed out in ſo clear a 
manner immediately after the plan was ſtated to the Houſe, that 


o- would be in vain to attempt to add any thing to what was then 
4, 7a 
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Sir, Lam too ſenſible of the unuſual length of the intrufion 1 
have been guilty of-on the time and indulgence of the Houſe to con- 
tinue it Rill longer, by any other apology than this, that as it has 
certainly not been my habit often to trouble them, ſo it ſhall be my 
praQice in future to avoid treſpaſſing on their patience, unleſs, per- 
- haps, on ſome rare occaſions, like the preſent, where, being particu- 
larly led by a ſenſe of duty to the conſideration of any queſtion of 
importance, I may feel it to be an irreſiſtible part of that duty to 


ſubmit to them the grounds of my opinion, and the reaſons and 
motives for my vote. 


HEADS of Mr. Secretary DUNDAS's SPEECH in the Houſe of 


Commons, an the FINANCES of the EAST-INDIA COM. 
PANY, 12th March 1799. 


TE Accounts now before the Committee, exhibit the ſituation 
of the Finances of the Eaſt-India Company, to the 3oth April, 
I 797, abroad, and to 1ſt March, 1798, at home; alſo eſtimates of 
the proſpects entertained, in both inſtances, for the ſucceeding year. 
In ſtrict compliance with the preſcriptions of the act of the 33d, 
theſe accounts ſhould have been laid before the Houſe during the 
laſt ſeſſion. The cauſe of the omiſſion was explained, - at the time, 
to have ariſen from a diſappointment in the receipt of the moſt ma- 
terial documents from India: as thoſe documents have ſince been 
received, it has been thought proper to move for the accounts of the 
years above-mentioned, in order to preſerve the regular and con- 
need chain of information, on the ſubject of Indian Finance, 
which it has been uſual to bring annually to the view of Parliament. 
The next period of account muſt ſhortly come under review, when 
both years might be taken into conſideration at once ; whereby 
much time would be ſaved to the Committee: but when the ex- 
tenſi ve and complicated nature of the ſubject is attended to, as well 
as the abſolute neceſſity of every exactneſs practicable in a concern 
of ſo great importance, I truſt it will be admitted, that the mode 
now adopted is moſt correct, as it may not only prevent the poſſi- 
bility of confuſion, but may likewiſe prove of eſſential ſervice in any 
future examination of the ſtate of the affairs of the Company. 
. As the nature of theſe accounts muſt, in courſe, have become 
familiar, it would be a waſte of time to enter into a detailed de- 
ſcription of them in this place 3 ; I ſhall therefore immediately re- 
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queſt the attention of the Committee to the ſeveral obſervations 
which have occurred during a very cloſe inveſtigation of the many 
items of reſource and expenditure, both actual and eſtimated, alſo of 
the debts and aſſets; and to the end that the moſt clear and diſtinct 
information may be afforded, I ſhall digeſt and arrange the ſubje& 
in the ſame manner as on former occaſions, ſtating, under the 
ſeveral Preſidencies reſpectively, —averages of the three paſt years, 
compared with the average laſt drawn ; compariſon of the aQual 
accounts with the eſtimates—eſtimates for the next year : and 
after explaining the cauſes of variations, I ſhall combine the whole, 
in order to give a general view of the reſource and expenditure in 
India, both on actual account and on eſtimate, adding thoſe articles 
which are not uſually included in the ſtatements of revenues and 
charges. By this method will be aſcertained the net ſurplus of the 
Indian revenue, which, with the produce of the ſales of imports, &c. 
forms the fund deemed applicable to the purchaſe of inveſtments. 
The advances actually made for commercial purpoſes, and the 
amount of cargoes ſent to Europe, will then be ſhewn. In the 
next place, the debts and aſſets in India, compared with the preced- 
Ing year. : 

The home accounts will then be brought under remark ; and 
the Committee will, in like manner with the foreign, be furniſhed 
with explanations of the differences between the eſtimated and the 
actual, and of the variations in the debts and affets. And, laſtly, I 
ſhall draw a general compariſon of the debts and affets, both 
at home and abroad, in order to arrive at a concluſion, as ae- 
eurate as poſſible, as to the ſtate of affairs, contraſted with the laſt 
year, 

Having fulfilled all theſe intentions, I ſhall only have occaſion to 
treſpaſs a little farther on the time of the Committee, by requeſting 
their attention to a few obſervations, applying to the Company's 


affairs generally, both with regard to the Indian poſſeſſions, and to 
the ſtate of the commerce. 


L 


— — 


BENGAL. 


The firſt obje& for conſideration, being the revenues and 
eharges of the ſeveral Preſidencies, reſpectively, I ſhall commence 
with thoſe of Bengal, as contained in the nn, Numbers 1, 
2, and 3. 


The ſtatement, No. 1, exhibits a view of the revenues for the 
three years 1794-5, 1795-6, and 1796-7, the average whereof i 
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5,778,6771. ; and appears to be leſs than the average drawn from 
the accounts one year back, 56,01 31. 
The cauſe of this defalcation is chiefly to be attributed to the de. 
, clenfion of the opium trade, which was explained to the Houſe on 
a former occaſion. 
It has not been cuſtomary to ſtate the average of charges, on 
account of fluctuations from incidents ariſing only from particular 
events, in ſome of the years. The propriety of the objection is 
peculiarly applicable to the preſent periods, on account of the war, 
I therefore proceed to the compariſon of the eſtimated and aQual 
accounts of the year 1796-7, as contained in the ſtatement, 
No. 3. 
The revenues were eſtimated to amount to - 
their actual amount was -> - - - - - = 


C. 5,710, 511 
5.703, gob 


being leſs than eſtimated - - - - 6, 605 

A difference fo trivial would hardly appear to require any r- 
mark. The circumſtance, however, of a diſappointment in the 
proſpects entertained of the reſources of Bengal, where the eſti. 
mates, for ſo many years, have been uniformly exceeded, demands 
particular attention; and the more, as on a view of the account re- 
ferred to, it is found, that notwithſtanding the ſmall amount of the 
deficiency on the balance, there are ſeveral conſiderable fluctuations, 
ſome of the items having exceeded, and others having fallen ſhort of 
the expeRations: but I ſhall only notice the differences in the 
greater branches of revenues. 

'The actual receipt has exceeded the eſtimate, under the heads 
of Benares Revenue, Police Taxes, Judicial Fees, Fines, &c. and 
the ſales of ſalt and opium. 

The exceſs at Benares amounts to I 3,40 3l. It ariſes partly 
on the cuſtoms ; but the principal ſurplus is in the land revenue 
of the current year. 
able event; in the latter, a proof of the proſperity of the diſtrict: 
for although the balance of the year preceding, left due from a 
caſual eircumſtance, was confiderable, the whole has been dil- 
charged, and the W of the preſent year more than fe- 
alized. 

The Police Taxes, Judicial Fines, &c. were 13,7781, more 
than eſtimated, The productiveneſs of this reſource in the year 
1795-6, beyond the eſtimate, was explained to have ariſen, prin- 
eipally, ſrom fees on ſuits in the Dewanny Courts. The great 
arrear of cauſes was the occaſion of ſo large a receipt, which was 

not to be expected in future. The eſtimate, for the preſent yea, 
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was properly taken eonſiderably below that produce, partly from the 
knowledge that many cauſes have been diſpoſed of, and partly from 
the ſuppoſition, that the intention of Government, in the inſtitution. 
of thoſe fees, would be accompliſhed, by checking the diſpoſition to 
litigation, too prevalent among the Natives. The police aſſeſſments 
were more than eſtimated 9,0951., and exceeded likewiſe the actual 
receipts of laſt year,-9,950l. They have fince been aboliſhed, as 
will be explained hereafter. 

The ſales of ſalt have exceeded the eſtimate 88,6031. The 
expectation of an exceſs was noticed when the Finances of the 
Eaſt-India Company were laſt under review. I have great ſatis- 
faction in remarking, that this valuable branch of revenue has, for 
ſome years, exceeded the eſtimates ; as it not only evinces the cau- 
tion obſerved in forming the eſtimates, but, from *having been 
brought to its preſent amount, under a wiſe and judicious ſyſtem of 
management, in which the rights and comforts of the manufaRurers 
have had due conſideration, there is every proſpeR of the perma- 
nency of the reſource. The preſent exceſs is owing to a larger ſale 
at an increaſe of price. 

The proſpect of the receipts from the ſales of opium being more 
than eſtimated, was likewiſe ſtated on the laſt occaſion. The exceſs 
amounted to 46,5501., which is conſiderably more than was ex- 
pected. I have great pleaſure in being enabled to ſtate, that there 
is every reaſon to look for the reſtoration of this article, as the 
cauſes of the declenſion of the trade are wearing away; and in the 
countries where it is principally in demand, the advices ſtate, the 
price is rapidly riſing. | 

The deficiency of expected receipts is under the heads of Oude 
Subſidy, Land Revenues, and Cuſtoms. 

The diſappointment in the receipt from Owde amounted to 
78,4251. This is not explained in the advices, but is ſuppoſed 
to have ariſen from the diſordered ſituation of the finances at Luck- 
now, during the latter period of the life of the late Vizier. The 
changes fince his death in September 1797, and the proſpeR of 
an additional ſubſidy, will, at the proper period, be brought to the 
notice of the Committee. 

The proſpect of a defalcation in the revenue from the SER 
was ſtated in my obſervations on the examination of the eſtimate. 
I am concerned to find it has: amounted to ſo large a ſum as 
85,5961. : the deficiency has ariſen chiefly on the Jumma of the 
preſent year, In ſo immenſe a colleQion, it cannot be expected 
that all the rents will be paid at the exad cloſe of the year. The 
balances left due in che preſent year, are greater than i in the laſt: 
Vor. IX. 43 
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the advices ſtate the proſpect of their realization with but little 
exception. 

The deficiency in the cuſtoms is apparently ſmall, only 4,93 41. 
It is proper to ſtate, that the eſtimate could not provide for an ad- 
ditional duty laid on exports and imports by ſea, to defray the ex- 
. pence of an armament for the protection of the trade, ſubſequent to 
its formation. The collection, on this account, amounted to 
8,466]. z the actual difference from the ſum eſtimated muſt there- 
fore be taken at 13, 400l. As the cuſtoms depend entirely on the 
quantum of the trade, their produce muſt be always ſubje& to fluc- 
tuation. On the preſent occaſion, the war and other circumſtances, 
have been the cauſe of fewer ſhips being diſpatched. With the ex- 
ception of the year 1795-6, the actual produce has nevertheleſs 
been, even on the reduced rate, more than in any year fince the 
Government cuſtoms were aboliſhed. 

It is till ſatisfactory to obſerve, that notwithſtanding theſe diſap- 
pointments, the receipts in the preſent year have exceeded thoſe of 
the laſt, in about a lac of rupees. 


The charges of the your N were eſtimated to 


amount to = '-  -  #; 473,500 
They actually 1 to (by No. * 7 SS S2002 
being an exceſs above the eſtimate of - - . — 129,082 


So large an exceſs calls for explanation, as it may be ſuppoſed to 
be an impeachment of the caution ſo frequently noticed and com- 
mended in the formation of the Bengal eſtimates. An attentive 
examination of the cauſes of the exceſs is the more neceſſary, as it 
was to be hoped that the ſum of ten lacs, in which the eſtimate ex- 
ceeded the actual account of laſt year, would have amply provided 
for the additional expence of the military arrangements, and all con- 
tingencies, eſpecially as the charges incurred in that year were very 
high. The difference to be accounted for, ariſes from an accumu- 
lated exceeding on the items of charge, with very few exceptions ; 
for the groſs exceſs is 140, 6371., and the deficiency only 1 1, 5 54l. 
Of the latter, 3,86 l. is in the civil charges generally. In fome 
articles, theſe charges were more than eſtimated : but the dif- 
ference is occaſioned by the expence of Durbar charges, and tem- 
porary and other embaſſies, being conſiderably below the amount 
expected. A deficiency of charge has likewiſe occurred in the Su- 


preme Court, in conſequence of the eſtabliſhment not being com- 


plete. The difference in buildings and fortifications, and falt ad- 
vances and charges, requires no remark. 


The exccſs of charge is as follows, viz. In the defined charges 
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of the civil department, 9, 589 l.: of this near 20,000 rupees is 
in the Mint. The eſtimate was tated below the laſt year, in con- 
ſequence of the reduction of the eſtabliſhment. The expence at- 


( tending a new coinage of copper, not provided for, has occaſioned 
by the greateſt part of the exceſs. The Poſt- office charges were alſo 
8 eſtimated below the laſt year: the exceſs has ariſen from an addition 
to , . . 

8 to the Poſt- maſter's ſalary, and a larger expence having been in- 


eurred, both in the direct and eroſs dawks. The expence of the 
Reſideney at Lucknow exceeded the eſtimate in a ſmall amount; 
but by far the moſt conſiderable part of the diſference, to be ac- 
counted for, is at Benares: this is chiefly to be aſeribed to the im- 
poſſibility of aſcertaining, with preciſion, at the time of forming the 
eſtimate, the expence of the judicial arrangements, recently ex- 
tended to the diſtrict. 

The expence of the Adawluts and Police exceeded the eſtimate 
16,2731. from a variety of cauſes. In ſome inſtances, increaſe or 
extenſion of eſtabliſhments ; in others, the increaſe of Sibendy corps, 
in order to a more efficient Police: a conſiderable part is in the diet 
of priſoners, and other contingencies, which of courſe cannot be 
eſtimated with preciſion, 

The largeſt difference is in the military charges, and amounted to 
56,5441. Having already remarked, that it was to be hoped that 
the large proviſion made in the eſtimate would have been fully ſuf- 
ficient for every purpoſe ; I have only farther to obſerve, that the 
Committee muſt be aware, that in time of war, no calculation of 
probable expence can be made with any degree of accuracy ; for the 
preſent exceſs has not ariſen on the regular and eſtabliſhed charges - 
(they were below the eſtimate), but from the expence of the cap- 
tured ſettlements, and from charges of various deſcriptions, abſo- 
lutely unavoidable, when in a ſtate of preparation to meet probable 
events, in dependencics ſo extenſive as thoſe of Bengal. 

The exceſs in the marine charges, amounting to.9,6951., was 
occaſioned by the building ſome pilot ſchooners. 

The revenue charges having ſo conſiderably exceeded the cſti- 
mate, is in part to be aſcribed to the expence of repairing the bunds 
or embankments, in ſeveral of the diſtricts, damaged by an inunda- 
tion. The greateſt part of the exceſs is on articles for which no 
proviſion was made in the eſtimate, as Syer oompenſations, loſs on 
remittances, &c. 

The advances for opium, according to the terms of the contract, 
depend on the quantity manufactured. 

Adding the exceſs of the charges to the deficiency in the receipts, 
the aQual amount is worſe than the eſtimate 135,0871. | 


4.50 


472 PARLIAMENTARY 


And the total net revenue of the Preſidency of Bengal in the year 
1796-7, amounted to 1, 8 40, 964l. 

The ſtriking variations between the eſtimates and the actual ac- 
counts have induced me to enter more fully into detailed explana. 
tions than would otherwiſe have been requiſite. I have only to 
add, that as the cauſes of diſappointment in the receipt and exceſs 
in the diſburſement appear to be, in moſt inſtances, of a temporary 
nature, there is every proſpect that, when thoſe cauſes ſhall ceaſe to 
operate, the ſurplus produce of the revenues of Bengal will 
amount to a ſum equal to every expectation that could be enter. 
tained, aftcr allowing for the expence of the —_— arrangements. 


Eſtimates 1797-8. 


The proſpects of the year 1797-8 are _ in the laſt columns 
of the Accounts, No. 1 and 2. 


The revenues are eſtimated to amount to- 


a L., 743,848 
the charges to 


— 3,893,991 


leaving a net revenue EE ab 


1,849,857 


On the revenue fide particularly, the eſtimate appears to be 
formed with great cantion, the expected receipts being ſtated above 
the actual of the year preceding, only in the ſum of 39,9421. 

Several variations are, of courſe, expected to occur on a compa- 
riſon with the actual receipts of the laſt year. The revenue from 
| Benares is taken at a leſs amount, on account of the large balance 
received in 1 79þ-7. The receipt from Owde this year is expected 
to exceed the laſt, partly from an addition to the ſubſidy, and partly 
from the proſpect of recovering the balance left due. A farther al- 
teration is known to have taken place in the treaty with Oude, 
which will be noticed at the proper period, as already mentioned. 
The land revenues are eſtimated at only four lacs above the actual 
collection of laſt year, which is conſiderably under the eſtimate for 
| that year. 

The great alteration under the head of police taxes, &c. ariſes 
from the reſolution of the Government to aboliſh the police aſſeſſ- 
ments; as they were diſcovered to be difficult in the collection, 
and oppreſſive to the inhabitants. A ſtamp duty has been ſubſii- 
tuted i in lieu of it, and is eſtimated to produce 58,0001. 

The ſalt is eſtimated at the ſame amount as for ſome years paſi, 
and. the cuſtoms nearly on the actual eollection of laſt year. The 
opium ſales. are taken at about half a lac of rupees below the produce 
of laſt year, The contract was to expire only i in September 1797 
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the effect of the new ſyſtem of management cannot be known, until 
the expiration of another year : but from the favourable appearance 
of the ſales, in conſequence of the increaſed demand, and riſing price 
to the eaſtward, there is every proſpet of the eſtimate being 
exceeded. 

The charges muſt of neceſſity be very high this year: they are 
eſtimated to exceed the laſt in the ſum of 31,0491. 

The mint charges are expected to be about half a lac leſs, from 
a reduction of ſome of the eſtabliſhments. The charges of the Poſt- 
office, of Benares and of Lucknow, are taken at nearly the amount 
of the actual accounts of laſt year: the other charges of the civil 
eſtabliſhment are eſtimated at about 4, oool. more; principally 
from the expectation of a larger expence for temporary embaſſies, 
and from an addition to the eſtabliſhments of the public granaries. 

In the judicial department, the charges are eſtimated, on the 
whole, to exceed the laſt year in about 4,0001l. The expence of 
the Adawluts and police eſtabliſhments is expected to be leſs, on 
account of ſome reductions, and of the proſpect of a ſmaller diſ- 
burſement for contingencies : the expected increaſe ariſes entirely 
in the department af the ſupreme court, from the proſpect of the 
arrival of the judges from England, to fill up the vacancies in the 
eltabliſhment. - 

The military charges, as naturally to be expected, are till elf. 
mated at an immenſe amount, although the exceſs beyond the laſt 
year is not more than three lacs of rupees. The proſpect of fo 
large a diſburſement under this head, ariſes from the neceſſity of in- 
crealing the force ſtationed in Owde, and indeed the military forces 
in general, and the great expence of ſtores and extraordinaries, in 
conſequence. The preparation for expeditions has alſo A 
added to the eſtimate under this head. 

The marine charges are taken at a leſs amount, from the expect- 
ion of a ſmaller advance being required for the building of pilot 
ichooners, 

The buildings and fortifications are expected to exceed the laſt 
year 14,600). from the neceſſity of extenſive repairs, and additions 
to the ſeveral works and barracks, both for ſtrengthening the de- 
fences, and furniſhing accommodation to the increaſed number of 
troops, European and Native. 

The differences in the charges of the cuſtoms, and the expences 
of the ſalt and opium departments, being ſmall, do not require any 
remark, 

A new head of charge has ariſen, in conſequence of the cſtabliſh- - 
ment of a Stamp- office: the expence is taken at 2,900l, 
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On the whole, the net revenue, eſtimated for the year 1797.8, is 
expected to exceed that of the year 1796-7, 8,8931. : but from 
the many contingencies which affected the accounts of that year, to 
the diſappointment of expectations apparently well-founded, it may 
be improper to hazard an opinion, with regard to the complete realiz- 
ation of the proſpects entertained in the year for which this eſiimate 
is made, and the more, as there is reaſon to believe, that in the 
latter year, the Government of Bengal has been expoſed to an equal, 

if not a greater number of contingencies than in the former. 


a — — 


The finances of the Preſidency of Madras come neut under re- 
view. The accounts No. 4, 5, and 6, exhibited the flatc of the 


revenues and charges, during the years 1794-5, 1795-0, and 
1796-7, and as eſtimated for the year 1797-8. 

On former occalions, objections were ſtated to drawing an ave- 
rage of the revenues of this Preſideney, in like manner with Bengal, 
on account of receipts incidental to particular years only. From an 
inſpeRion of the acccunt, No. 4, it will appear that the objection 
does not now exiſt, as the reſources of the ſeveral years have, with 

the fingle exception of Ceylon in 1796-7, arrived at the ſtate at 
which their.amount may, in general, be calculared. In this view, 
the average of the revenues, in the three years 1794-5, 1795-0, 
and 1796-7, may be ſtated at 1,846,074l. 

The Company's revenues, exclufive of the ſeveral ſubſidies pay- 
able at this Preſidency in thoſe reſpective years, and of Ceylon in 
1796-7, amounted, on the average, to more than the average ot 
the three years 1793-4 to 1795-6, 61,468. 

The obſtacle to an average of charges, as ſtated under Bengal, 
applics equally to this preſideney; I ſhall therefore beg the attention 

of the Committee to the account No 6. 

In that account, the actual revenues and charges of the year 
1796-7 arc compared with the eſtimate. 

The revenues were eſtimatcd to amount to 


- £ 2,159,402 


their actual amount was = = 1,996,328 
* — — 
being leſs than the eſtimate = e 163,074 


The expectations ſtated in the eſtimate were only exceeded in 
three inſtances, amounting, in the whole, to 34,0091. Of this 
ſum, 28,4371. is in the cuſtoms, and is owing to the eſtimate 
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having included thoſe at the Preſidency only: the remainder is in 
the Poſt-office colleQions, and the revenues from the ceded coun- 
tries. With regard to the latter, it is ſatisfactory to obſerve, that 
from the flouriſhing ſtate of the diſtricts, the reſources have mani- 
feſted a gradual ſtate of improvement. 

The deficiency of expected reccibts amounted, in the groſs, to 
197,083). Of this, the ſum of 41,9821. is in the ſeveral ſubſi- 
dies as follows :—from the Nabob of Arcot, 8,0641. By the 
treaty of 1792, a part of this ſubſidy is paid by Peſheuſh from the 
Poligars, which is collected by the Company: the greater part of 
the deficiency is in that article, which, in common with all collec- 
tions of rent, cannot be always realized to a day. The exact amount 
of the collections from Ramnaud was not aſcertained at the time of 
cloſing the account. From the improving ſtate of the Pollams, 
under the prefent management, there 1s little doubt of the recovery 
of the balance. The largeſt amount deficient is from Tanjore, 
27,8051. The diſappointment, in this reſpect, may be accounted 
for, from the change of circumflances fince the formation of the 
eſtimate. The eſtimate was formed on the ſuppoſition, that in 
conſequence of the Government having taking poſſeſſion of three 
diſtricts, for the ſecurity of the Company's demand, the collections 
would have provided, not only for the current ſubſidy, but alſo in 
part for the arrears. An alteration took place in the courſe of the 
year, and the proſpects were diſappointed : more information on 
this ſubject will be offered to the Committee hereafter. The ſmall 
deficiency in the receipt from the Nizam does not require notice, as 
the Company have a running account with him. 

The collection of land revenues, as I have before obſerved, be- 
ing a reſource of the moſt material conſequence, always occupies my 
particular attention. The deficiency under this head amounted to 
112,640l. On the firſt inſpection of the eſtimate, I confeſs that 
| was doubtful of a complete realization of the amount ſtated on 
the current revenue: as to the recovery of balances, the expeRation 
has been exceeded. I have no heſitation in ſaying, that I think 
the eſtimate was rated too high; although, the Government ap- 
pear to have been, in ſome meaſure, warranted in thus ſtating it, 


from the collection of the year 1795-6, and the apparently im- 


proving ſituation of many of the diſtricts. In the Jaghire there is 
te appearance of the utmoſt proſperity, which, it is but juſt to ſtate, 
is owing to the abilities and integrity diſplayed in the preſent ma- 
nagement. The eſtimate has, in this inſtance, been exceeded, 
26,4001. The greateſt diſappointment has been in the Circars ; 


but theprincipal cauſe of it is ſtated to have ariſen from the immenſe 
4 ; | | 
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production of grain, ſo far exceeding the demand as to occaſion 3 
fall in price, in a degree which prevents the renters from diſcharg. 
ing the dues of Government. In one of the diſtricts, ſome ineon- 
venience has been felt from a diſpute between two principab natives, 
and alſo by the effects of an inundation, which rendered it neceſſary 
to allow a remiſſion of rent. It is, however, ſatisfactory to obſerve, 
that notwithſtanding the produce of the land revenue has been leſs 
than the eſtimate, and alſo below the collection in the laſt year, it 
is, with the latter exception, the largeſt amount ever realized under 
this head. f 
Under farms and licences, the actual collection has fallen ſhort 
of the eſtimate 9, 8 42l. and is partly owing to ſome interruption to 
the exeluſive privilege held by the Arrack farmer, and to the ſhort 
fales, in conſequence of the failure in the proviſion of Tobacco, un- 
der the eontract for that article. 
The expeQation from Ceylon was ſtated on very ĩmperfect infor- 
mation, as noticed when the ſubject was laſt conſidered : the defi- 
_ ciency amounted to 32,6101. Part of it may be aſcribed to the 
- aboliſhing ſome taxes, which exiſted under the Dutch Government, 
| diſcovered to be oppreſſive. 
The charges of the year 1796-7 were eſtimated to 
RD; . [. 2,005,225 
they actually amounted to, No. - - - - - 2,408,492 


— — 


being more than eſtimated <- - - - —. 403,207 

By the account referred to, it appears that the eſtimate has been 
exceeded in every item. My apprehenſions on this ſubject were 
ſtated to the Committee, when the eſtimate was under conſidera- 
tion: ſor it muſt be obvious that, in time of war, it is next to an 
 impoſlibility to calculate, with preciſion, the probable expence in 
the courſe of the year. On an inveſtigation it is found, that of the 
ten lacs, in which the actual expences have exceeded the eſtimated, 
near nine and a half have been from circumſtances which could not 
be foreſcen at the time of making the eſtimate, or with regard to 
which no calculation of expence could be made. - Of the nine lacs 


charges; partly from the arrival of a greater number of His Ma- 
jeſty's troops, both infantry and cavalry, and the purchaſe of horſes. 
The completion of the new military arrangements has occaſioned 
ſome addition ; but the major part of the expence has ariſen from 
expeditions and the ſupport of priſoners. The expence in the 


4 is 
I 
©: 
4 t2 
7 
A 
0 
"2:53 
4788 
i 
4 
11 
. 


and a half of pagodas adverted to, nearly eight are in the military 


iſland of Ceylon and the Dutch ſettlements was upwards of a lac. 
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more, in conſequence of the maintenance of the priſoners, and the 
ſubſiſtence of the European inhabitants. A new head of charge is 
ſtated, amounting to nearly 18,000]. and is in conſequence of the 
aſſumption of the diſtricts in Tanjore, as mentioned under the re- 
venues. As to the remaining differences, the Poſt-office charges 
do not require remark ; the exceſs in the civil charges, amounting 
to pagodas 19,110, was in part occaſioned by the eſtabliſhment 
of a new Court of Cutcherry : the great amount of the revenue 
charges was owing to the extenſive repairs of the tanks in many of 
the diſtricts, but chiefly in the Circars: an additional expence alſo 
attended the collection of the aſſigned Peſhcuſh. There is a ſmall 
exceſs in the charges collection in the ceded countries, and the eſti- 
mate has been exceeded under buildings and fortifications. Adding 
the exceſs of charge to the deficiency of revenue, the actual account 
appears to be worſe than the eſtimate by 566,3411.; and deduQing 
the actual revenue of the year 1796-7, from the actual charge, 
the net charge is found to amount, in that year, to 41 2, 163l. 


Eſtimates, 1797-8. 


The proſpects entertained, with regard to this Preſidency, in the 
year 1797-8, are ſtated in the fourth columns of the accounts 
No. 4 and 5. | 

The revenues are eſtimated to amount to- . 2, 334,676 
the charges to = - - =- =- - =- 2, 482, 838 


being an exceſs of charge - - - - - - - 148,162 


K 


On the revenue ſide, the expectation is ſtated, under many of the 
heads, at an amount ſo fully warranted by the produce of former 
years, as to require no remark ; I ſhall there fore only notice thoſe 
items, in which the probability of increaſe, in any material degree, is 
ſhewn. | 

The ſubſidy from the Nabob of Arcot is taken at a larger 
amount than the ſum ſtipulated by treaty, under the idea, that the 
deficiency in the !aſt year will be paid, and that the balances of the 
Peſheuſh from the Polygars will be recovered. The large amount, 
eſtimated to be received from Tanjore, is in conſequence of the 
meaſures the Government have adopted, to inſure any reſource 
under this head. The inattention of the Rajah to fulfill the terms 
of his treaty with the Company, has rendered indiſpenſable the aſ- 


ſumption of the diſtricts aſſigned as ſecurity for the punQual diſ- | 


charge of his engagements. The eſtimate ſtates both the full ſub- - 
Vor. IX. 1 30 I X | i 
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fidy and the collections of the diſtricts; but expreſſes ſome doubt 
with regard to realizing the former. 

The collections of land revenue and from the ceded countries, 
according to all preſent appearances, -are likely to be realized, as 
well as the amount eſtimated under the head of farms and licenſes, 
The revenues from Ceylon and the Dutch ſettlements are eſtimated 
at two lacs above the preceding year: the expeQation is chiefly 
founded on the advantageous diſpoſal of the pearl fiſhery. 

On the whole, the revenues are eſtimated to exceed the laſt year 
by 338, 347l. 

The charges for the ycar in queſtion are eſtimated to exceed, pe- 
nerally, the actual amount of the laſt, 74,3471. 

They are but in few inſtances expected to be lower: the build. 
ings and fortifications in à ſmall ſum; the revenue charges in about 
17,200]. on account of leſs expence being likely to be incurred in 
tank repairs ; and the charges of Ceylon and the Dutch ſettlements 
in about 3, 200l. Of thoſe heads of charge, which are eſtimated 
above the expence of laſt year, the trivial difference in the Poſt-office 
and civil expences does not require remark. The military charges 
are taken at 64,9721. more, principally, on account of the addi- 
tional number of troops arrived from Europe. The increaſed 
charge on the aſſumed revenues of Tanjore, is to provide for the 
expence of management in thoſe diſtrits. The increaſe expeQed 
in the charges of collecting the revenues of the ceded countries, is 
in conſequence of diſturbance having been occafioned by the colle- 
ries in the neighbouring diſtricts, which would render it neeeſſary to 
take additional meaſures for the protection of the inhabitants of the 
Company's provinces. 

Ihe net charge of the year 1797-8, is expected to be leſs than 
the year 1796-7, 264, oool. 

Notwithſtanding the ample allowance for every eſtabliſhed and 
contingent charge that could be foreſeen at the time of forming this 
eſtimate, and notwithſtanding the caution with which the expeQa- 
tions on the revenue fide are ſtated (excepting the receipt from Tan- 
jore), the ſituation of affairs at this Preſidency was ſuch, in conſe- 
quence of the great military preparations, that I am apprehenſive 
the ſurplus charges will rather exceed the amount here ſtated. 


BOM BA. 


The ſtate of the revenues and charges of the Preſidency of Bom- 
bar and its ſubordinates, in the three years 1794-5, 1795-6, and 
1796-7, is ſhewn in the accounts No. 7, 8, and 9. 
I 
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In the three firſt columns of the account No. 7, are the revenues 
from 1794-5 to 1796-7 incluſive, the average of which is, 
302,004]. ; which exceeds the average ſtated on the three years to 


1795 6, by 7,067]. 


The actual amount of the revenues and charges of the year 
1796-7, compared with the eſtimate, is ſtated in the account 


No. 9. 


The revenues were eſtimated to amount to- L. 284,959 
the actual amount was JJ = o  - TS 
being more than eſtimated - <- .- - —- = $30,978 


— 


The only diſappointment, in regard to the eſtimate of this Preſi- 
dency, according to the account now referred to, is the ſubſidy from 
Travencore ; but this is merely in appearance. The Company 
have an account with the Rajah, and pay him a much larger 
amount annually, on his contract for pepper, from which there is 
the moſt complete ſecurity for the tulfilment of the ſtipulations of 
his treaty ; and it is probable, that he has been debited for this de- 
mand in his contract account. The land revenues, including 
farms and licenſes, have exceeded in a ſmall amount ; and it is 
very ſatisfactory to find, that the produce of the cuſtoms, and the 
collections from the ceded diſtricts, have again, in this year, ex- 
ceeded the eſtimate. The exceſs in the cuſtoms was 15,01 21. and 
has ariſen from the increaſing trade of the ſettlement. The exceſs 
in the revenue of the ceded diſtricts was 24,7011. : the gradual 
improvement of this head of revenue, under circumſtances from 
which the oppoſite effect was to be looked for, allows the hope, that 
as the quiet of the country is eſtabliſhed, the reſources will finally 
be equa] to the expectations originally entertained. 

The charges were eſtimated to amount to. - - . 777,973 
their actual amount was - — - - $41,825 


— 


being more than eſtimated = F 3.845 


By the account now referred to, it appears, that the eſtimate at 
this Preſidency has been exceeded in every item, although it was 
formed on the ſuppoſition, that the charges would exceed the actual 
amount of the preceding year by four lacs of rupees. The proba- 
bility of an exceſs in the military charges was ſtated when this ſub- 
ject was laſt before the Houſe, as the eſtimate was calculated on a 
peace eſtabliſhment. The difference under this head was 30,4971. 
and may be accounted for by the increaſed: expenditure for extraor- 
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dinaries in conſequence of the war, and the expence occaſioned by 


the diſturbances in the northern diſtrict of the Malabar province, 
The exceſs in the civil charges amounted nearly to a lac of rupess, 
and was occaſioned, in part, by a new eſtabliſhment formed at 
Cochin ; but the greateſt difference aroſe from the increaſed expence 
at Buſſora, and from the charge attending the tranſmiſſion of packets, 
The marine expences were increaſed by the purchaſe of armed boats, 
and by the acquiſition of Cochin. The charge attending the for- 
_ tifications aroſe from the neceſſity of ſtrengthening the ſeveral works. 
The additional expence on the revenues and cuſtoms, partly origi- 
nates in the new eſtabliſhment at Cochin, but chiefly in contingent 
articles, not provided for in the eſtimate. * The exceſs in the ceded 
countries, amounting to upwards of 10,1251.. was occaſioned by 
the diſturbed ſtate of the Malabar province, as before noticed; alſo 
by a marine eſtabliſhment recently formed there. DeduQing the ex- 
ceſs of the revenues from the ſurplus of the charges, the actual ac- 
count appears more unfavourable than the eſtimate by 32,87 41.; 
with regard to which it may be remarked, that if the ſubſidy from 
Travencore had been brought to account in the ſtatement received 
from Bombay, as I have reaſon to think it might, the difference 
would have been leſs, by a lac of rupees. From this it may be 
inferred, that the eſtimate was formed with a confiderable degree of 
preciſion, allowing for the extraordinary fituation of the Preſideney 
from war, and the diſturbance in the Malabar * which took 
place ſubſequent to its formation. 


Deducting the actual revenue of the year 1796-7 from the 


actual charge, the net charge amounts to 525,888]. 


4 


Eſtimate, 1797-8. 


This does not materially differ, in the groſs, from the actual out- 
turn of the year 1796-7. The revenues and charges are ſtated ir in 
the laſt columns of the Accounts, No. 7 and 8. 

The revenues are eſtimated to amount to- . 319,101 
the charges to - - - - - - 844,050 


making an exceſs of thange of = = << - =: 5245049 
which is only about 8,000 rupees leſs than the laſt year : ſeveral 
variations do, nevertheleſs, appear in the detail. The revenues 


and cuſtoms are taken but at a ſmall amount more. The ſubſidy 


from Travencore is ſtated at 19,6871., the computed rate of the 


temporary treaty ; on the ſuppoſition of the realization of the appa- 
"vent arrear of laſt year, a much larger ſum might have been ſtated. 
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The collection from the ceded diſtricts is rated at about 20,1051. 
leſs; that of 1796-7 having been larger from the reevvery 
of balances. The total of the eſtimated revenue is expected to ex- 
ceed the actual of laſt year by 3,1631. 

The charges are eſtimated above thoſe of the year preceding 
2,2251: 

With the exception of the military charges, and thoſe of the 
revenue department, the general expences of this year are eſtimated 
to be leſs than their amount in the laſt. The increaſed expendi- 
ture, in the former inſtance above-mentioned, was to be expected 
moſtly from the continuance of the troubles in the Malabar pro- 
vince ; but as they have completely ſubſided, the expence may be 
conſidered temporary. The only difference in the other items, to 
an amount requiring notice, is in the civil charges, about 9,900. 
leſs, and chiefly ariſes from a ſmaller expence to be incurred for 
Buſſora, and for the charge of packets. The net charge is eſti- 
mated to be leſs than the actual of laſt year, as before noticed, 
by 9381. | 

With regard to the revenues, I flatter myſelf little doubt need 
be entertained of the full realization of the eſtimate ; but the ſame 
objection exiſts, as at the other Preſidencies, to the hazarding an 
opinion as to the charges. a 


—— . — 


Having afforded the Committee every explanation that the ac- 
counts of the ſeveral Preſidencies, reſpectively, from their almoſt 
unprecedented variations, appeared to demand ; I ſhall proceed to 
point out other articles of expence, which will occaſion a farther re- 
duction from the ſurplus of the revenues of India. "Theſe are, the 
charges of the ſettlements of 


BENCOOLEN, PIN ANG, &e. 


The amount of the revenues and the charges of Fort 'Marlbro' 
and its ſubordinates is ſtated in the account, No. 10. On the 


average of three years, 1794 5 to 7. the revenues 
amounted to - — - - L. 4,932 


and the charges too R 89,713 


deing a net charge of - 3 „„ Sao 
which is 10, 967 l. more than the average ſtated laſt year. The 
greeteſt incraſe of charge has been in the buildings in the two laſt 
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years; it having been found neceſſary to ere new offices at the 
Reſidency, and a large advance having been made to rebuild a con- 
ſiderable part of the town, deſtroyed by fire. 

The expences of this Reſideney, and of Prince of Wales's Iſland, 
&c. are principally defrayed by the Preſidency of Bengal. On former 
occafions, the actual amount of thoſe ſupplies has been taken as the 
charge. Theſe _ were eſtimated to amount, in the year 


1796-7, to — SES. - = I. 90,364 
and amounted (by No. 18 .) to - - - 101,190 
being more than the eſtimate - - - 10,826 


from the increaſed expence at Marlbro', as before adverted to, and 


from a larger ſupply to St. Helena. 


By No. 11, the ſupplies in the year 17978 are eſtimated to 
amount to 85,8401. which is leſs than the laſt year 1 5, 350l. Of 
his difference, 75,2731. is in conſequence of the ſettlement of the 
Andamans being withdrawn; the remainder is occaſioned by a leſs 
ſupply being intended to be ſent to the Reſidency at Marlbro'. 


—— — —— — 


GENERAL VIEW. 


The general reſult of the revenues and charges of the ſeveral 
Prefidencies in India, in the year 1796-7, is as follows : 


REVENUES 
Of Bengal, by No. 3, - (. 5, 703, 906 
Madras, by No. 6, - - - 1,996,328 
Bombay, by No. 9, - - - 315,937 


Total revenues — 


8,0 16, 171 


CHARGES 


Of Bengal, by No. 335, L. 3,862,942 


Madras, by No. 65, - - 2,408,492 
Bombay, by No. gg, - - - 841,825 

Total charges ——— 7,113,259 

Net revenue of the three Prefidencies = - (. 902,912 


DeduR, ſupplics from Bengal to Bencoolen, &c. as be- 


fore ſtated, per No. _ - » R - 101,190 
| The remainder — PI 801,722 
is the exceſs above the civil and military charges. 
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a 11 
14 Brought over - /. 801,722 =. 
From this is to be deducted the intereſt paid on the debts: N 
rr = 
ner Madras, by No. TY 8 37,040 10 bt 
the Bombay, by No. 20, - = - 37,482 ls 
eat Total amount intereſt on debts 426,347 ji N 
5 | Oe LEY "i 
. The difference, amounting to += - a F # 374,875 he 
BR is the net ſurplus of the territorial revenues. al 
26 To which is to be added, the amount received in n 


India on the ſale of import goods and for certificates on 
the Court of Directors, as per No. 15, . 381,938 
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p- The total - - . 756,813 10 3 5 
the is the ſum applicable, in this view, to the purchaſe of inveſtments, 3 
* and to the payment of the charges of the commercial department. 16? | 
The next object for conſideration is, the amount actually ad- 1 
vanced for the payment of the charges of the commercial depart- 1. 
ment, and the purchaſe of inveſtments: it was as follows, viz. * 
In Bengal, by No. 18. il 
Charges of the Board of Trade at the nl 
Aurungs - CR 9,96, 161 nn 
eral Advances for the inveſt- . | 
ment, with commiſſion 1,07,40,208 
1,17,42,309 
Add, ſupplies to Canton for the 
inveſtment there - - _. 2,81,575 
171 
[ Total Bengal, CR* 1,20,23,944, or G. 1, 202, 394 
At Madras, per No. 19. 
Charges, allowances, &c. in the 
'commercia! department Pag* 1, 28, 459 
259 Advances for the inveſtment, 
— with charges 14,5 2,661 
912 
1 5, 81, 120 
190 Add, bills remitted to Canton, for | 
— inveſtment there ' 24,000 
722 - 


Total Madras Pag' 16,05,120, or C. 642, 048 


Carried over . 1 844,442 
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_ | Brought over . 1,844,442 
At Bombay, per No. 20. 
Salarics, &c. in the commercial 
department: R 1,18,408 
Advances for inveſtment, with 
„„ -| = - 21,724,778 


22,91,186 
Add, ſupply to Canton - - 2, 59, 153 


Total Bombay, R* 25,50,339, or L. 286,913 


At Bencoolen, by No. 22, - - es” 18,183 


Total advances for inveſtment and commercial charges £.2,149,5 38 

This ſum is 251,4671. leſs than the amount aQually applied to 
the purpoſes of commerce in 1795-6 : the difference is in conſe- 
quence of the purchaſe of grain ſent to England in that year. It is 
more than the ſum above aſcertained to be forthcoming on the 
ſurplus of the revenues, and from the ſale of imports, 1,39 2,7 251. 


Of this amount near 600,000]. has been ſupplied by bills drawn on 


the Court of Directors, and from the caſh in the Treaſury at the 
commencement of the year ; the remainder has occaſioned an ad- 
dition to the debt in India, as will be noticed under that head. 
Theſe calculations are made on a ſuppoſition (which appears to be 
well-founded), that after providing for the general expenditure of 
the ſeveral-cſtabliſhments, every rupee that can be raiſed is applied 
in diſcharge of the commercial engagements. 

The account, No. 22, ſhews the amount of the cargoes aQually 


invoiced to Europe in 1796-7, with the charges of the commer- , 
cial department, not added to the invoices: together, they amounted | 


to 1,877,431]. 

This is lefs than the duc 20 5,19 51., after deduQing the 
amount ſupplied to China. No compariſon, however, can be made 
with propriety between the advances and the cargoes in one year; 
becauſe it ſeldom or never happens that thoſe cargoes wholly conſiſt 
of goods actually provided in the year the advances are made. The 
value of the export goods in warehouſe, on 3oth of April, 1797» 
beyond the preceding year, more than accounts for the difference 


now ſtated. 
I now proceed to ſtate a general view of the proſpeQs of the 


year 1797-8, according to the ſeveral eſtimates. 


DEBATES. 


+42 REVENUES 


Of Bengal, by No. 1, - . 5,743,848 ; 135 
Madras, by No. 4, - - 2,334,676 5 
Bombay, by No. 7, - - 319,101 


—— — — 


— 


Total revenues - - . 8,397,625 


CHARGES 


Of Bengal, by No. 2, -/. 3,893,991 
Madras, by No. 5, - - 24,482,838 


I 

Pl Bombay, by No. 8, - - 0442050 

18 

15 Total charges „„ 722,5 

bn Net eſtimated revenue of the three Preſidencies C. 1,1 16,746 

| to DeduR, ſupplies from * to 2 &c. (by 

TE No. 11.) - - - "0 $5,840 

[t is 

the The remainder is - wr ,090,906 

l. and exceeds the actual amount laſt * 289, 184l. 

* Intereſt payable on debts, by No. 16, 2 570,775 

the 

* Eſtimated ſurplus from the revenues — = L51471 31 

* Add, amount to be received on ſale of i imports and for 

1 certificates, * _— TC. 500, 336 

e of 8 85 2 

lied The total - 2 1 1,014,467 
is the amount applicable, i in this view, to the purpoſes. of com- 

ally merce, and is 257,0541. more than the ſum aſcertained to be thus 

ner applicable by the actual accounts of the laſt year. 

ted Upon the preſent extenſive ſcale of the Eaſt- India commerce, to 
which may be added the purchaſe of ſpices at the captured iſlands, 

the a much larger ſum is, in courſe, expected to 2 to the pur 

ade chaſe of inveſtments, than that now ſtated. 

ar; By the neareſt calculations I can make, from the accounts now 

aſſt before the Committee, the advances in India, for the inveſtments 

The for Europe and the charges on the commerce, in the courſe of this 

97 year, may be eſtimated to amount to about 2, 00, oool., including 


the ſupplies to Canton. 
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DEBTS IN INDIA. 


The Committee were apprized, when the laſt ſtatements were 
before them, that from the increaſe of the inveſtments, the pay- 
ments to the creditors of the Nabob of Arcot, and other circum. 
ſtances, a large addition was expected to be made to the Company's 


- debts f in India. The ſtate of theſe debts is ſhewn in the account 


No. 16. 
The total, on the 3oth April, 1796, amounted to J. 7, f 46, o84 
On the 3oth April, 1797, by No. 16, they amounted to 9, 294, 539 


making an increaſe of 5 — 2,148,455 


The ſubſcription to the remittance i, by the ac- 
count No. 17, was - - — $44,402 
The ſubſcription has operated to the lefſening the debt by the 
amount ſubſcribed ; without it, the increaſe would have been 
2,692,8571l. Of this amount more than 1,000,000. has ariſen 
from the iſſue of Company's bonds, for the payment of arrears to 
the creditors of the Nabob of Arcot: a very conſiderable part of 


the remainder has ariſen from the commercial advances, and will 


be found in the aſſets, either in India or Europe. The proviſion of 
funds for advances to commanders of Europe ſhips, the purchaſe 


of grain for the public granaries, &c. have alſo added to the 


Indian debt. 
The debts bearing intereſt, by the accounts of laſt year, 


| amounted to. - . - - & 5,590, 142 
* 16, they 5 . 7,479,162 


n an increaſe in the debt at intereſt - - 1,889,020 
By laſt year's account, the intereſt payable annually was 419,345 
By No. 16 of the accounts now preſented, the annual 

intereſt is - - - — - - $76,775 


— vL— 


\ 


Increaſe of intereſt payable annually - (C. 157,430 


* — 


« The fame rate of exchange is continued in the calculation of 

the debts, as in former yay, in order to preſerve uniformity in 

the compariſon. 
I 


ASSETS IN INDIA. 


The value of the Aﬀets in India, confifting of cath, goods, 
ſtores, and debts owing to the Company, calculated at the like ratcs 
of exchange as the ſtate of the _ amounted, on 3oth April, 
1796, to - L. 8,958,669 
Their amount, on oth April, 1799 by No. 21, was $10,531, 145 


making an increaſe of - — - - 1,572,476 


I have formerly remarked, that the increaſe of Aﬀets, generally, 
may not be taken as a fixed criterion of improvement. This re- 
mark is particularly applicable to the increaſe in the year now under 
conſideration ; for the diſappointment noticed under the head of 
Land Revenues has produced an addition to the ſum due on 
balances from renters, which, though apparently an increaſe of 
property, is by no means a deſirable circumſtance. The inereaſed 
value of the ſtores, in conſequence of the war, whether received 
from Europe, or provided in India, cannot, with propriety, be rec- 
koned upon as an improvement. The larger amount of import 
goods is ſatisfactory; and the addition to the Aſſets by the grain in 
ſtore, may account for the advances made under that head. As to 
the commercial Aſſets, their increaſe is found to account for the 
effect produced on the debt by the advances for the inveſtment. 

DeduQing the increaſe of Aﬀets - - L. 1,572,476 
from the increaſe of Debts - 2 - 2,148,455 


1 


the ſtate of the Company's affairs in India is, in theſe 
reſpects, worſe than the laſt year - . 57 5.979 | 


RY” I —_ 


| 
HOME ACCOUNTS. 


I proceed, in the next place, to offer to the view of the Com- 
mittee, ſome obſervations on the ſtate of the Company's affairs at 
home ; and propoſe to -introduce ſuch remarks thereon as may 
appear requiſite, by way of explanation of the ſeveral variations 
which have occurred during the year. This branch of the finances 
is comprized in the accounts No.'23, 24, and 25: As the fales 
of the goods form the grand ſource from which the fund for all the 
diſburſements is derived, I ſhall, in the firſt place, advert to them, 
although the account No. 2 5, in which * are n en * 
yn firſt come under notice. | 4 
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The aggregate amount of ſales of Company's and private trade 
and Dutch goods, in the year 1797-8, was, by the account referred 
10, 6,053,4011. ;. which is leſs than the ſales of the preceding 
year, 2, 198, 908l. 

On the Company's goods alone, the difference was 1, 434,48 81. 

The fale of private trade goods exceeded the year 1796-7, 
| 30,7491. ; and is alſo more than any former ſale. 

The remaining difference is in the ſale of the Dutch goods, and 
was to be expected from the nature of the concern. 

The ſales of the Company's "_ in this _— were eſtimated to 
amount to 8 C. 6, 284, 882 


* by No. 25, — OOO 
being leſs than — - + = +» <  » 1,566,060 


The remark fo often repeated, on the impoſſibility of forming 
eſtimates, with any degree of preciſion, during war, applies with 
;fingular force upon the preſent occaſion : it is nevertheleſs ſatisfac- 
tory to find, that although the interruption of the demand upon the 
Continent for ſome ſorts of goods has, in a ſmall degree, affeQed 
the ſales ; yet the principal cauſe of the defalcation is more to be 
attributed to the want of goods, eſpecially from Bengal. This de- 
ficiency has ariſen, in part, from the neceſſity of detaining the ſhips 
in India, and in part, from the arrival of thoſe diſpatched, not being 
in time for the ſale. 

The circumſtances before ſtated will be Cond to have had a very 
ſtriking effect upon the receipt and expenditure at home; and con- 
ſiderable differences are found between the eſtimated and the actual 
accounts. The caſh tranſactions of the Company, during the year 
1 797-8, are exhibited in the aceount No. 23. The differences on 
both ſides of the account were to a great amount, which, the Com- 
mittee will obſerve, have been occaſioned by cauſes moſtly arifing 
from the principal one already ſtated; but, in no inſtance, very 
materially implying any interruption of the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
Company's commerce. On the receipt ſide, by far the greateſt dif- 
ferences appear to have ariſen, from the Company having availed 
themſelves of refources on their own credit. - 

The g for the fale of goods was eſtimated to amount 


£e 6,555,116 
| By No. 23, the amount actually received was 5, 946,408 


Hlaking a deficiency, on „ a receipt from the 
 ' fale of goods, of — — 


to — — * — 


Ls 608,648 


— _— 
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This is greatly below the amount in which the actual ſales varied 
from the eſtimate, or from the ſales of the preceding year. The 
receipt was eſtimated on the expectation of a far greater ſale, and 
that 1, 200, odol. would become payable after the cloſe of the year. 
The diſappointment above explained, muſt be confidered to have 
completely changed the ground on which the calculations, in this 
reſpect, were made; for the amount left due, on 1ſt March, 1798, 
on the ſale of goods, was only 3 14,0001. 

The charges and profit on private trade were eſtimated to 
amount to — — — — LI. 196, ooo 
and actually amounted to — — — 115, 808 


being leſs than eſtimated by — — — 80, 192 


which ariſes, in great part, from ſome accounts not having been 
adjuſted. 
The difference in the receipts or payments on private trade 


requires no farther remark, depending entirely upon circumſtances 


over which the Company have no controul ; and the eſtimates, in 
this regard, ſimply ſtate the expeQation of receipt or payment on 
ſales already made. 

At the time of forming the eſtimate, it was in contemplation to 


add to the capital ſtock ; but from the ſtate of the times, it has 


been thought more e to provide funds, by the iſſue of bonds: 
this has been done to the amount of 1, 417, oool. The large pay- 
ments made by the purchaſers at the ſales in bonds has fo operated, 

that the bond debt, notwithſtanding the above * is only in- 
creaſed 459, 938l. 

A farther reſource has been found in the ſums paid by Govern- 
ment for ſaltpetre, and ſtores and ſupplies to the troops, &c.; 
together they amounted to 670,2411: this was not ſtated in the 
eſtimate. The eſtimate did not calculate on the diſpoſal of the 
Loyalty Loan, to the amount of 957,3851. ; nor for the Loans 
from the Bank, amounting to 1,000,000]. on different ſecurities ; 
ſo that, on the whole, the net difference, between the eſtimated and 
the aQual receipts into the Treaſury, was 2, 826,2711. 

On the payment fide, the difference will not be found, in any 
proportion, ſo great. The cuſtoms, after adjuſting the private 
trade, were 142,000]. leſs than eſtimated ; although a ſmaller ſum 
is due, on that head, than at the cloſe of laſt year. The freight, 
on the ſame adjuſtment, was likewiſe below the eſtimate : the dif- 
ference amounted to 1,280,4761. ; and the amount due on freight 
was leſs than __e laſt year 644,9071. In both theſe inſtances, the 
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difference has been occafioned by the non-arrival of the ſhips. In 
connection with this circumſtance, is likewiſe the ſmaller payment 
for charges of merchandize : the actual payment, on this head, was 
255,200]. below the eſtimate : but of this ſum, the payment to 
military officers, ſtated ſeparate in the actual accounts to the amount 
of 25,2251. was included in the eſtimate. The eſtimated pay. 
ment of the dividends on ſtock was .calculated, on the ſuppoſition 
that an additional million of capital would be raiſed: as this cir. 
cumſtance did not take place, the actual expenditure, in this in- 
ſance, was above 100,000l. leſs than the eſtimate. The bills 
from India and China, beyond the eſtimate, amounted to 1 24,089], 
and were drawn from the neceſſity of having recourſe to this method 
of raifing funds for the inveſtment, as already noticed. Of the re. 
maining differences in the eſtimated and actual payments, ſome 
have been adverted to in the remarks upon the receipts ; the others 
do not appear to require notice. 

On the whole, the aQual payments have exceeded the eſtimate by 
449,3051.; and the general reſult of the compariſon of the eſti- 
mated and aQual account is as follows : 

The balance of caſh was in conſequence of the large payments 
expected on freight, and other accounts, and reckoning only on an 
ancreaſe of capital, eſtimated to be againſt the Company on the 1 of 
March, 1798, _ — _ — L.1,836,320 
whereas, by an iſſue of bonds inſtead of increaſing the 

capital, by loans from the Bank, by receipts from 

Government, and by ſmaller payments for freight, 

&c. the actual balance was in favour — — $40,646 


— 


d making the balance better than eſtimated —- C. 2,376,966 


Eſtimate, 1798.9. 


The eſtimate for the year 1798-9 is likewiſe included in the 
account No. 23, already referred to: it was formed at the conclu- 
fion of the year 1 797-8, on the principles preſcribed by the cir- 
.cumſtances of that time. The balance appears to be unfavourable 
in the extreme ; but ir muſt be taken into conſideration, that no 
expeQation is ſtated of receipt, either from an iſſue of bonds, or an 
Increaſe of capital, which, under the authority of Parliament, the 
Company are completely competent to have recourſe to, On the 


payment fide, the probability of a payment to the Bank of 


800,000. in addition to the ſhort proviſion eſtimated in the re- 
ceipts, has ſwelled the amount of the balance, 
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In The expeQed receipts for ſales are ſtated at 5, 90 5,927 l., 
ent . which is about 40,0001. below the receipt of the laſt year. 


was The proſpect, in this inſtance, is ſtated on the ſuppoſition, that 
to the ſales will amount to — _ — L.6, 691,327 
unt That of this amount there will remain unpaid, after 
ay. the 1ſt March, 17999, — — — — 1,000,000 
L- 5,691,327 
and, that there will be paid of the amount FR on 
ſales made previous to March, 1798 — — cunts 


making, as above, — — — — F£. 5,905,927 

On this head, I have great ſatisfaction in having it in my power 
to inform the Committee, that che eſtimates have been exceeded to 
a degree, making ample amends for the diſappointment in the laſt 
year. Oa the payment ſide, few obſervations are neceſſary. The 
cuſtoms are rated on the quantity of goods expected: the freight 
and demoxage are taken at a large amount, on account of the addi- 
tional number of ſhips, ſome of which had been detained in India, 
and others having arrived out of time, as adverted to already. 
Theſe circumſtances will alſo add to charges merchandize, which 
are likewiſe increaſed by the additional buildings now ereQing. 

The eſtimated export of bullion is known to have been exceeded; 
alſo that of goods and ſtores. 

The reſult of the expectations of this year, in ſo far as the caſh 


546 concerns are affected, is, that in conſequence of calculating on a 
4 large payment for freight, and of 8 oo, oool. to the Bank, without 
66 reckoning upon any extra reſource from additional capital, or the 


March, 1799, is expected to amount to 1,318,937). 
By the eſtimates of the preceding year, the proſpects, in this 


the view, were ſtill more unfavourable ; but by the judicious manage- 
eu- ment of the Court of Directors, the reſult, at the eloſe of that year, 
eir- was, notwithſtanding the diſappointment in the fales, ſuch as to 
able exceed my moſt ſanguine expectations: this was accompliſhed by 
no extraordinary aids derived from the credit of the Company. In the 
an preſent year, a moſt favourable iſſue may be looked for, or rather is 
the now known, in part, to have taken place, from the 1 pro- 
the ductiveneſs of the ſales. 
of 
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DEBTS: AT HOME. 
The next ſubject for conſideration, is the ſtate of the debts at 
home. 


The debts amounted, on the 1ſt March, 1797, to £. 7,91 6,459 
On the 1ſt March, 1798, by No. 23, their amount was 7,284,694 


being a decreaſe in the laſt year of == = " 631,765 


The addition to the bond debt, already . and the ad- 
ditional loans from the Bank, in the courſe of the year 1797-8, 
with the bonds iſſued to the commanders whoſe: ſhips were worn 
out, chiefly compoſe the items on which any increaſe of debt in the 
year has occurred. "Thoſe items from which the decreaſe has been 
produced, have already been, in part, adverted to ; as cuſtoms, and 
freight and demorage. A leſs amount is due on bills of exchange, 
Tanjore bonds, on private trade and Dutch goods, and from the 
department of the Committee of Shipping. 


| ASSETS AT HOME AND AFLOAT. 


The amelioration of the home affairs has already been made to 
appear, from the view of the caſh concerns, and the diminution of 
the-debts. It is ſatisfactory to obſerve, that the ſtate of the aſſets is 


a farther evidence of improvement. 
The value 8 on the 1 fl 1797. 
was — — LI. 12,476,813 
On the 1ſt March, 1758 raft account No. 23, it 
amounted to — — — m 1121 1,370 
making an increaſe in this year of — L. 1345551 


By adding this to the decreaſe of debts — »— 631,705 
The ſtate of the Company's affairs at home is better 
this year by — — — — — 1,366, 32¹ 


CHINA AND ST. HELENA 


The foregoing favourable view is, however, conſiderably di- 
miniſhed, by the reverſe of ſituation in the ſtock at China. 


— * 
* = 
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The balance of the ſtock account at China, in the laſt year, was 
in favour of the Company — — L. 279,250 
By the account No. 24, the balance of the 
a year 1796-7 was againſt the Company - 718,945 
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59 therefore the ſituation in China has become 
94 worſe, in the preſent year, by - - - (. 993,135 
The balance at St. Helena was laſt year in 


55 favour of the Company — — L. 58,463 
1 The balance in favour, 1796-7, was - $54,248 
-$, * 


* fhewing a leſs balance at St. Helena than in | 

the the former period — — — - 4,215 
ea and exhibiting, on the compariſon with the 
and laſt year, a more unfavourable view of China 
and St. Helena by — — — — LI. 1, 02, 410 


—— 


Here it is proper to remark, that the amount of the difference at 
China has been greatly enhanced, wo the increaſed rate of exchange 
in the latter period. 


—— CEO m—m———— 


GENERAL. COMPARATIVE VIEW 


OF THE 
Comrany's DeBrs and Assers in the laft and preſent Years” 


Accounts. 


Having completed the inveſtigation of the ſeveral accounts in 
detail, I proceed to the next object in contemplation, which is, to 
aſcertain whether, taking this immenſe concern at large, both 
abroad and at home, the actual property of the Company has im- 
proved or not, during the laſt years of account; and this end will 
be obtained, by combining the increaſe or decreaſe of debts and 
aſſets, i in both inſtances, as follows : | 

The debts in India have appeared to increaſe £ 4 5 

The debts at home have decreaſed , . . * 631,765 


which, deducted from the increaſe in India, ſhews a net 
increaſe of debt amounting to « £: 1,516, 650 

The aſſets in India have increaſed . 45 1,87 2,476 
1y &. The affets at home have alſo increaſed - 734: 5 57 


making together an increaſe of 3 4 2, 305,03 
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From which is to be deducted 
The decreaſe at China and St. Helena C. 1,002,410 


The net-increaſe of aſſets will then amount to Lox | 1, 304, 62 3 


DeduQing this ſum from the above increaſe of debe, 
the difference is 3 

But to this ſum is to be added, the * of the car- 
goes of four ſhips from Bombay, arrived in England in 
time to be included in the home aſſets, which is diſ= 
covered by the advices to have been included in the 
aſſets of that Preſidency, on 3oth. April, 1797 


212, 06) 


201, 153 


. 413, 220 


— ͤ  — CJ _«_ 


is the amount in which the general ſtate of the Company's affairs is 
become worſe, on the compariſon with the accounts of the year 
preceding laft preſented to Parliament. - 
The account No. 24, entitled Stock by Computation, exhibits 
the entire ſtate of the Company's property, both in India. and Eng- 
land; but with regard to the former, taking in the balances only of 
the ſtock accounts of the ſeveral-preſidencies and ſettlements. \ It is 
very deſirable, that the compariſon of the balances of theſe accounts, 
from year to year, ſhould corroborate the general reſult on the com- 
pariſon, in the manner now drawn; but it can ſeldom happen, as 
the books at home are always balanced on the 1ſt March, and this 
balance muſt be made up on the ſtock accounts then received from 


The total GA 


India, which are not always of ſo late a date as thoſe from which 


the ſtate of the debts and affets abroad are calculated upon theſe oc- 
cafions, viz. the 3oth-April, the concluſion of the official year, in 
order to accord with the receipts and diſburſements. This confuſion 
of dates has occurred” upon the preſent occafion ; from whence re- 
ſults the impoſſibility of an accordance brrween the two views of 
the Company's affairs. 

The obje in view, by the vrodattihn of the accounts which 
have been-under examination, having been ſtated, alſo that thoſe, of 
the next year will be brought before-Parliament in the courſe of the 
_ preſent” ſeſſion, and having furniſhed every explanatory remark, 
which to my judgment appeared requiſite ; ; I ſhall, at this time, 
only have occaſion to requeſt the attention of the Committee to 4 


fe ſhort obſervations, arifing from the ſubjeR already diſcufſed, or 


relating to the general ſituation of the affairs of the Company. It 

has always been my endeavour, as it has ever been my wiſh, that the 

ſubjeRt of Indian Finance ſhould be rendered as clear and intelligi- 
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ble as poſſible. By the mode now in practice, a compariſon of dif. 
ferent periods can eaſily be effected; and whether changes occur for 
the better, or otherwiſe, the cauſes may be traced with great facility. 
It afforded me real ſatisfaction, when I laſt addrefled the Com- 
mittee, to be thereby enabled to ſtate, upon authentic documents, 
the improvement of this valuable concern, on a compariſon between 
the year 1786 and the period then under examination. By the 
preſent ſtatements it has appeared, that an alteration has taken place 
on the unfavourable fide, The balance of property, contraſted with 
the laſt year, has, from a varicty of circumſlances, turned out to be 
leſs in favour of the Company ; but as the cauſes have been clearly 
diſcovered and pointed out, and as they appear to have been effected, 
in the moſt part, by means of a temporary nature, ſome of them 
ariſing from the preſſure of contingencies unavoidably produced by 
a protracted war, I truſt it will become a matter of ſurpriſe, that 
under ſuch events, the general ſtate of the affairs has not ſuffered a 
more conſiderable reverſe. 

It is, however, ſtill ſatisfactory to reflect, that i in India, the only 
inconvenience produced by the war has been upon the treaſuries, in 
a certain degree; but this effect, it may be preſumed, will not be 
permanent. The ſucceſsful termination of the ſeveral important 
expeditions, by which the enemies of this country have been de- 
prived of their ſettlements in the Eaſt, has afforded additional ſecu- 
rity to the poſſeſſions of the Company, and has likewiſe opened 
new- ſources of wealth, from which, there is every reaſon to hope, 
a full compenſation will eventually be derived, for the pecuniary 
facrifices that have been made. 

The immediate effect of theſe meaſures has been to abſorb the 
major part of the funds, which would have been derived from the 
Indian revenue towards the proviſion of the inveſtment, The im- 
menſely increaſed demand, on this account, has enhanced the value 
of money, ſo as to occalion the neceſſity of having recoutſe to loans, 
at higher intereſts than formerly in practice: the rate of exchange 
has alſo increaſed in proportion. The additional call upon the trea- 
ſuries for intereſt will, for a time, operate unfavourably, and the 
prime coſt of goods muſt incur ſome increaſe. The reſult of all 
theſe events, however temporarily diſtreſſing, is not to be mentioned, 
in a compariſon with the more ſubſtantial and permanent benefits 
which may ultimately be expected, both abroad and at home. At 
home an increaſe of aſſets, and a deereaſe of debts, has clearly been 
demonſtrated, and the net improvement aſcertainedto be 1366, 32 2l. 
Although the Indian concern has been fo conſiderably affected by 
the eurparſignces above pointed out, and although the balance of 
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ſtock at China is more unfavourable, by near a million; the general 
balance, on the compariſon with laſt year, is only 413, oool. worſe, 
Againſt this ſtatement it may be objected, that credit is taken, in 
the calculations, for articles in India, which cannot juſtly be 
reckoned upon as an improvement of property ; but, on the other 
hand, it is fair to ſtate, when making a compariſon, that the debts 
have increaſed more than a million, from a circumſtance which by 
no means applies to the concerns of the year, viz. the ifſue of bonds 
for payment of arrears to the private creditors of the Nabob of 
Arcot. 

The 8 at home would have ſtill been more conſider- 
able, if diſappointment had not occurred as to the arrival of the 
goods: the property in India, it is true, would have been leſſened, 
but not in proportion. The ſhort amount of the ſales has been 
ſtated to ariſe from this circumſtance alone; and it is fatisfaQory 
to find, that ſo far as the commerce is concerned, there is every ap- 
pearance of proſperity. The immenſe ſale of private trade goods, 
affords a diſplay of the rifing commercial proſperity and increaſing 
wealth of the ſettlements abroad, and proves the advantage derived, 
and to be derived, from the extenſion of privilege to private traders, 
by the act of 1793. The increaſing demand for almoſt every ſpe- 
cies of Indian produce, whether raw or manufactured, ſtrengthens 
the probability, that in this point of view, the proſpects formerly 
Held out will ultimately be completely realized. 

But as it may, with apparent truth, be aſſerted, that the i improve- 
ment of the concern at home has been accomplifhed at the expence 
of that abroad, and in a manner which may bring in gueſtion the 
prudence or the propriety of extending the trade ; becauſe the pur- 
chaſe of inveſtments has been made principally by money raiſed on 
loans, at a high rate of intereſt, from which the debts in India have 
increaſed beyond all reaſonable bounds, and of courſe the demands 
for intereſt, ſo as to intrench, in an alarming degree, upon the re- 
ſources which the revenues ſhould ſupply towards the proviſion of 
Inveſtment. . It is expedient to obſerve, that it was certainly the 
duty of the Company to embrace the favourable opportunity of add- 
ing to their trade, which offered by the removal, for the moſt part, 
of foreign competition. My opinion, to that effect, was formerly 
given-; and I have now to add, that if they had not done it, diſaſ- 
tious effects might have been produced; the induſtry of the na- 
tives would have been cramped, the cultivation of the raw material 
diſcouraged, and the manufactures deprived of ſupport, The con- 
ſequence in the Company's provinces, in theſe caſes, is ſo ſelf-evi- 
dent, as to require no explanation; and if it be aſked, how th 
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ſituation of the Company has been, or will be affected, by the mea- 
ſure of extending the trade at this time, and by the means now 
adopted ? —the reply is, an undue proportion of advantage will fall 
to the home concern ; becauſe a conſiderable part of the prime coſt 
of the cargoes is paid for in India, by the addition to the debt there. 
The inconvenience produced thereby is great, but may not be looked 
upon as laſting, as meaſures may be adopted to ſupply from Europe 
the deficiency. The produce of the ſales muſt furniſh conſiderable 
means, and the Court of Directors are empowered, by act of Parlia- 
ment, to raiſe money, by an addition to the capital ſtock. The ſa- 
tisfactory accounts from India, of the inereaſing demand and profit- 
able ſale of the produce and manufaQures of this country, encou- 
rage the proſpect of great advantage by an enlarged export; ſo that, 
by a ſuitable application of the funds which muſt be forthcoming, 
eſſential relief may be afforded to the financial ſyſtem in India, and 
the ſtate of the concern, abroad and at home, reſtored to a proper 
level. 

The internal ſituation of all the diſtrits, under the immediate 
government of the Company, continues to exhibit the appearance 
of increaſing proſperity, of which I was enabled to congratulate the 
Committee when I laſt addreſſed them. Having been protected 
by the ſucceſsful operations of our fleets and armies, from becoming, 
the theatre of war, no interruption has offered itſelf to the exertions 
of the induſtrious inhabitants. The encouragement afforded in all 


inſtances where a proſpect of general advantage exiſted, has been 


productive of the happieſt conſequences. By accounts received 
from Bengal it is found, that articles, ſcarcely known a few years 
ago as an expart, have been manufaQured and ſhipped, to an im- 
menſe amount ; and that the export trade of thoſe provinces by 
ſea has been increaſed, in a quintuple degree, within the laſt twenty 
years, and has been doubled in the laſt ten: it muſt therefore ap- 
pear, that the events of an unfavourable nature, which have been 
explained to the Committee, are not of a deſeription to affect the 
proſperity or the wealth of the ſubjects under the Britiſh dominion 
in India. 

My remarks upon the accounts in detail have been ſo much at 
length, that it is only requiſite to make very few obſervations upon the 
ſubject of the revenues. The produRiveneſs of the reſources ariſ- 
ing from the lands have continued, from year to year, at an amount 


which admits the hope of permanency. In Bengal, the preſent ſyſ- 


tem is ſo well underſtood, and is ſo acceptable to the Zemindars and 


Renters, that no oppoſition is ever offered to the authority of Go- 


vcrament ; neither does any other interruption occur to the collee- 
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tion of the publie demands, than what muſt always be expected on 
a rental ſo extenſive. Under the preſent regulations, proviſion js 
made for the realization of balances, and ſecurity is found in the 
improved value of the lands. 

The idea of the pregarious tenure of the 3 from ſalt has 
been done away for ſome years. Under the preſent ſyſtem of ma- 
nagement, which took place in 1793, the improvement has been 
ſubſtantial ; becauſe the objections which might, with a great de- 
gree of reaſon, be raiſed to the principles on which the monopoly 
was upheld, can no longer be ſaid to exiſt, The labour of the 
Molungees, or ſalt- makers, is not now compulſory : diſtinctions in 
the ſeveral claſſes are aboliſhed ; and each receives a juſt and equal 
reward of induſtry. The laws againſt illicit trade having been 
effectually put in force, the purchaſer at the ſales reaps the expected 
profit from his dealing ; and although the price has, within the two 
laſt years, ſuffered an augmentation, the conſumer is not expoſed to 
the inconvenience formerly known, becauſe, from the increafing 
wealth of the provinces, more profitable means of employ arc 
daily found. 

Every advice from India ſtates the rifing price of opium. The 
contract under which this article was furniſhed, expired in Sep- 
tember 1797, and the ſyſtem of agency has been ſubſtituted. No 
Judgment can be formed, till the expiration of 1798-9, of the effect 
of the change ; but as meaſures are taken to remove a very material 
cauſe of the firſt declenſion of the trade, the debaſed quality of the 
drug, and as the markets are again opening, it may be expected that 
the profit will ſoon equal its former amount, 

I have had great pleaſure in remarking the attention of the 
Company's Government to the happineſs and comfort of the na- 
tives, and the endeavours always manifeſted to remove every ſpecies 
of oppreſſion. They have appeared, in a particular degree, in the 
abolition of the police aſſeſſment. This was a tax levied on the 

bouſes of the inhabitants in the diſtrias, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
maintaining an efficient police. The. charges have, ſrom the firſt 
inſtitution, greatly exceeded the receipts ; but notwithſtanding the 
gradual increaſe-of the latter, as the mode in which, of neceſſity, the 
collections were raiſed was repreſented to be oppreſſive, the tax has 
| been. altogether aboliſhed, and a ſtamp duty ſubſtituted, for defray- 
ing the expence of this eſtabliſhment, 

In the diſtricts under the Preſidencies of Madras and Bombay, 
althaugh it has not yet been praQticable to carry into full effect the 
benchcial regulations eſtabliſhed in Bengal; reſiſtance againſt the 
Company $ authority. is leſs frequent, and the improvement of the 
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land revenues becomes each year more apparent. The diſturbance 
in a northern diſtrict of the Malabar province, noticed in my laſt ad- 
dreſs to the Committee, has been quelled, and the refractory Rajah 
reduced to terms of ſubmiſſion : meaſures have alſo been taken to 
prevent a ſimilar occurrence in future. 

From my obſervations on the accounts of the laſt year, as well as 
on the preſent occaſion, the Committee will have been led to expect 
ſome additional information of the fituation with the Princes in 
alliance with the Company, who are under engagements for the 
payment of ſubſidies. The changes at Owde will come more pro- 
perly under remark, when the accounts of the next- year ſhall be 
brought forward. The Princes to whom I particularly allude at 
this time, are the Nobob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore. 
Their territories are ſo contiguous to thoſe of che Company, and 
the terms on which the connection with them exiſts are of ſuch a 
nature, that although, under the treaties, the Prefidency of Ma- 
dras have no authority to interfere in their governments while 
their engagements are diſcharged, yet they cannot but be effentially 
intereſted in the proſperity of their countries. For many reaſons, a 
modification of thoſe treaties was deſirable, both as it concerned 
the Company, and the intereſts of the Princes themſelves. Repre- 
ſentations and remonſtrances to that effect have been made to the 
Nabob of Arcot. As to the Rajah of Tanjore, the Committee are 
already appriſed of the ſummary meaſures reſorted to with him. 
In the year 1796, he was prevailed upon to agree to terms of an 
arrangement, from which there was every reaſon to expect the moſt 
beneficial conſequences, both to his country and to the Company; 
but from ſome particular circumſtances, this arrangement was ſet 
alide. The long train of evils, arifing from the groſſeſt extrava- 
gance and miſmanagement, which had occaſioned the neceſſity of 
this interference, ſoon produced the effect naturally to be expected; 
the ſtipulated engagements were not diſcharged ; and in 1797 it 
was found requiſite to enforce the treaty of 1792, and to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the three diſtricts aſſigned as ſecurity for the Ann 8 
demand. | 

My remarks upon the charges have, in like manner with the re- 
venues, been very full; I have therefore only to add, that the ex- 
pences in India have been, and for a time muſt continue to be, very 
burdenſome ; but with the exception of the new military arrange- 


ments, and 855 others of a judicial nature, a large amount may be 


conſidered temporary. Economy is enjoined i in every department; 
but in the preſent ſituation of affairs, it would be completely un- 
Wiſe to relax in attention to every meaſure, requiſite to a ſtate of 
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readineſs to meet the attempts of the enemy on any part of the 
dominons. | 

From what has been ſtated, the inference is perfeAly Juſt, that the 
wealth of the Indian provinces has been progreſſively improving, 
and that the affairs of the Eaſt-India Company have derived every 
advantage that could be expected from this improvement, on con- 
traſting the amount of the balance of property at this time with what 
it was ten years back. 

There can be no difference of opinion, as to the propriety of the 
Company's availing themſelves, to the utmoſt extent of their means, 
of the commerce, the monopoly of which they hold by their exclu- 
five privilege ; but it is to be recollected, that the imperial intereſts 
of the country muſt likewiſe come under the confideration of thoſe, 
to whom the control over this great concern is committed : for if a 
ſtatement, which has been made to me, be correct, that the export 
of the wealth of India to Europe amounts to no leſs a ſum than five 
millions ſterling annually, of which it appears that the Company are 
not able to bring to this country much more than two millions, 
while the reſt finds its way to the ſeveral ports of Europe in other 
veſſels than thoſe which ſhould form a part of the ſtrength of the 
empire; there is nothing deſerves more the attention and ardent 
exertions of His Majeſty's Miniſters, than to deviſe ſome mode to 
remedy an evil of ſo great magnitude. The intereſts of our com- 
merce, our navigation, and our power, call for it; and if the plan 
at preſent in contemplation, with regard to the regulation of the 
duties, ſhould not be ſufficient, ſomething farther muſt be brought 
forward, before the cloſe of the preſent ſeſſion. 

1 pre-eminence eſtabliſhed by this country in India is truly 
gratifying ; and it is the duty, both of the Government and of the 
Company, fo to frame their regulations, that no part of the advan- 
tages to be derived from it be loſt. The act of 1793 had this for 
its leading object, and it was hoped that the port of London would 
have become the grand receptacle of Indian produce. Why this 
object has not been more fully obtained, muſt be made a ſubject of 


the moſt minute examination. The right of monopoly, veſted in 
the Eaſt-India Company by their charter, ſhould be ſupported to 


the fulleſt extent; and it is my wiſh their means were equal to the 
bringing home the entire wealth of India: but if it ſhall appear, 
that all the funds they can command will not embrace more than 
the half of it, the neceſſity of an arrangement, by which the te- 
mainder ſhall be ſecured to the country, muſt be 5 as of 
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A Correa Copy of the SPEECH of His Royal Highneſs the DUKE 
of CLARENCE, in the Houss or Lorbs, en the Mation for 
the Recommitment” of the Slave Trade Limitation Bill, Fuly 5, 
1799. 


My Loxps, When a een the vaſt importance of the pre- 
ſent queſtion, I feel concerned and perplexed that it ſhould fall to my 
lot to open a diſcuſſion of ſuch magnitude. It would have been fortu- 
nate indeed for thoſe materially intereſted, had ſome of your Lord- 
ſhips undertaken. the arduous taſk—Some of your Lordſhips wh 
are much older than myſelf, conſequently from years, knowledge, 
and experience, much abler and better calculated to form a correct 
judgment of the ſubject. 

The noble Secretary of State (Lord Grenville) has frequently 
thrown out the idea, that the delay originated with thoſe. Peers who 
had taken a decided part againſt the bill. If profeſſional knowledge 


and local experience have extended the examination at the bar to 


a length that may, in the opinion of ſome noble Lords, have been 
much more than what was ſatisfactory, I, for one, plead guilty. It 
was my wiſh, by the moſt minute reſearch, to produce ſuch a body of 


evidence as would convince your Lordſhips of the rectitude and 


policy of thoſe with whom I have the happineſs to act. We have 
not been the cauſe of unneceſſary delay. The delay has, in fact, 
originated with the noble Secretary himſelf ; for on the. day ap- 
pointed for the ſecond reading of this bill—upon which I had in- 
tended to have ſubmitted a motion to your Lordſhips—he preſented 
a petition from the Sierra Leone Company in favour of it. I beg, 
therefore, that the delay may be attributed to thoſe who have aQu- 
ally produced it. 

Having, on every occaſion, when the fubjeR of the ſlave nk 
has been mentioned in this Houſe; declared, that I never. would act 


but in the moſt open, honourable, and candig manner; and it being 


the intention of thoſe noble Lords with whom I have the honour to 

agree, to perſevere. firmly in their reſiſtance'of afy plan of abolition, 

I did not, although fully empowered, object to-the petitioners being 
heard by counſel at the bar. It is not my-moſt giftant intention to 
throw any cenſure upon the noble Secretary of State, whoſe general 
conduct, during the preſent critical ſituation of Europe, has been ſuch 
as to prove his affection to the King and Country. To him I impute _ - 
no blame upon the ſubject df the petition in favour of the bill; but 
far A do I think of thoſe — Who drew it- Wes 5 
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the bill was firſt brought up to this Houſe, my Lords, I own I did 
not conceive it poſſible for its ſupporters to defend the meaſure, but 
upon the general grounds of abolition ; and indeed, thanks to Mr. 
Plomer, he took care to defend it upon the principle of total and 
complete abolition. I may, therefore, be permitted to enter with 
the ſame firmneſs into the general principles of the whole queſtion. 

To perſons ſo well acquainted with the hiftory of this country as 
your Lordſhips, it would be too great preſumption on my part to 
engage your attention, by a detailed account of the African trade 
carried on by the European nations; ſuffice it to ſay, that in the 
year 1442, the Portugueſe began it. In 147, the Portugueſe 
built the firſt forts on the Gold Coaſt, and had thirty- ſeven veſſels 
in the trade. In 1502, the Spaniards commenced the ſame trade; 
and in 1517, Charles the Fifth allowed the Portugueſe to furniſh 
Hiſpaniola, Cuba, en and Porto Rico, with 4,000 ſhves 
annually. 

That able navigator, Hawkins, in 1 562, firſt failed to Sierra 
Leone; and at that time the African trade was conſidered of ſuch 
importance in this country, that Queen Elizabeth, the enſuing year, 
ſent Hawkins to trade there. He gives an account of their barba- 
rity, and ſtates, that the people were at that time mere ſlaves. He 
alſo mentions, that he found the French trading in that quarter of 
the world; ſo that your Lordſhips may perceive, that even fo early 
as the latter part of the ſixteenth century, the different nations of 
Europe that had poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies, conſidered the ſlave 
trade as abſolutely-neceffary for the exiftence of theſe colonies. It is 
ſaid, that Queen Elizabeth gave the firſt charter, and I believe the 
fact, as it comes from a very reſpectable channel. In 1618, James 
the Firſt granted a charter to Sir Robert Rich and others. In 1631, 
Charles the Firſt granted another; but the — opened the 

trade till 1660. 

| The dreadful events of the civil! war, during the latter part of 
the reign of the unfortunate Charles, and the capture of the iſland 
of Jamaica, during the protectorate of Cromwell, are hiſtorical 
facts well known to your Lordſhips. But even theſe calamities did 
not annihilate the trade. Upon the capture of Jamaica, Cromwell 
promifed to ſend a ſupply of Africans ; and highly requiſite, indeed, 
it was, for the Britiſh ſettlers would not undertake to cultivate the 
lands in Jamaica, | unleſs encouraged and proteRed by this promife 
of the Uſurper. To confirm the ſettlers in their opinion of that 
neceſſity, thoſe of Barbadoes had, by fatal experience, aſcertained 
the impoſſibility of carrying on labour in tropical climates by 
Whites. In 1662, Charles the Second granted a new charter to 
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the African Company; his brother, the Duke of Vork, was at the 
head of it. In 1665, the Company's factors ſettled at Jamaica. 
In 1672 another African Company was formed, the King himſelf, 
the Duke of York, Prince Rupert, with others, appeared as the 
patruns, and many of high rank, amongſt whom was the celebrated 
Mr. Locke. 

In 1688, the Revolution put an end to the Company, becauſe 
all monopolies were contrary to its ſpirit and principles. In 1698, 
the firſt Aſſiento Contract was entered into with the Spaniards, and 
encouraged by King William. In the ſame year the famous act 
was paſſed by King William, entitled,“ An Act for the Protection 
of that Trade, and for the Advantage of England, and the Prefer- 
vation of its Colonies.” This act is conſidered by the Weſt Indians 

as their birth-right. Now, my Lords, who were the men that 
paſſed this famous act? They were thoſe great and illuſtrious cha- 
raters, who, under the bleſſings of Divine Providence, ſecured to 
this country the happineſs of the Conſtitution under which we 
now live, and many of whoſe en I have the honour of 
addreſſing. 

During the latter part of King William, and the whole of the 
reign of Queen Anne, the Parliament was engaged in the African 
trade. In the proceedings of Parliament from 1707 to 1713, 
are records to ſupport the trade. Your Loreſhips may recollect 
the long, the great, and glorious war, the war of ſucceſſion, carried 
on in the reign of Queen Anne; and your Lordſhips may alſo have 
imprefſed on your minds, that the treaty of Utrecht was the conſe- 
quence of that war. The Commiſſioners appointed by Her Majeſty 
for the peace, were the Earl of Strafford and the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter. In their inſtructions, the Aſſiento Contract was one of 
the articles of peace ; and I cannot ſuppoſe that a right reverend and 
learned Prelate would have undertaken to go as a Commiſſioner 
with ſuch an article in his inſtructions, had he conſidered the ſlave 
trade as contrary to the benign diQates of the Chriſtian religion. 
Queen Anne, in her moſt gracious ſpeech of June 6th, 17 12, from 
the throne of the very Houſe in which 1 have now the honour of 
addreſſing your Lordſhips, mentions this eſſential advantage, in in 
favour of Great Britain. 

Now, my Lords, I have ever | ugderſioced the ſpecch of the 
Sovereign to be the ſpeech of the Miniſter ; I am therefore to ſup- 
poſe that the then Miniſtry conſidered the Aſſiento Contract as a 
matter of the higheſt advantage to the Queen and her ſubjects, and 
an article to be inſiſted upon, in conſequence of the glorious termi- 
vation of the war. But a reference to the ſpeech itſelf may ſerve 
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to diſſipate any doubts which may ariſe in your Lordſhips' minds. 


In one paſſage Queen Anne ſays—* The apprehenſion that Spain 


and the Weſt Indies might be united to France, was the chief in- 
ducement to begin this war ; and the effeQual preventing of ſuch 
an union was the principle | laid down at the commencement of 
this treaty. D 

Again, The diviſion of the iſland of St. Chriſtopher between 
us and the French having been the cauſe of great inconveniency 
and damage to my ſubjects, I have demanded to have an abſolute 
ceſſion made to us of that whole hed ; and France agrees to this 


| demand. 


And laſtly, which is by far the moſt eſſential paſſage of the 
ſpeech, Her Majeſty moſt emphatically ftates: But the part 
which we have borne in proſecuting this war entitling us to ſome 
diſtinction in the terms of peace, I have inſiſted and obtained, That 
the Aſſiento or Contract for furniſhing the Spaniſh Weſt Indies 
with negroes, ſhall be made with us for the term of thirty years, 
in the ſame manner as it has been enjoyed by the cp for theſe 
| ten years paſt: * - 

After theſe pertinent quotations, I need ſcarcely 9 impreſs 
on the minds of my auditors the vaſt importance of the Weſt- India 
ſettlements. Here I might make my ſtand, were it not that the 
ſpirit of perverſion and falſhood, ever hoſtile to the rights of the 
Liverpool merchant and Weſt-India planter, demanded my moſt 
ſerious and acti ve interference. 

The treaty to ſupply the Spaniards with 4,800 negroes annually, 
laſted till 1750. Upon the peace of 1763, the Aſſiento Contract 
was-not renewed ; and, my Lords, a right honourable and eloquent 
author, now no more, Mr. Burke,) wrote in the ſtrongeſt manner 
poſſible againſt the impolicy of the peace of 1763, becauſe this 
country not only neglected to ſupply the Spaniards, but even the 
French, with ; and in 1765, upon the change of Adminif- 
tration, the right honourable gentleman brought -in his firſt Free- 
Port Act, and which has continued to be adopted by the Govern- 
ment down to the preſent moment. It may, my Lords, be thought 


' fingular, that in the latter part of Mr. Burke's life, he ſhould have 


voted for an abolition of the ſlave trade; but in his character, like 
that of many other great men, there are feveral ſhades; irreconcile- 
able with the prominent features. I perfectly well remember, my 
Lords, that when 1 thought it my duty as a Member of Parliament 
to take a decided part in this important buſineſs, I had occaſion to 

mention to the right honourable gentleman his change of ſentiments, 
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former conduQ ; and emphatically concluded, wm My 0 own words 
« muſt riſe up in judgment againſt me.” I recur to this great and 
enlightened authority for the rectitude of my poſition ; ; and if in 
the vale of life he choſe to deviate from his previous principles, 
ſanQioned by years, and fortified by Etperience,: 1 have yet to Hors 
the cauſe of his converſion. | 

But we ſhall, my Lords, take a more minute ſurvey. At the 
very moment in which I addreſs. your Lordſhips, the ſtate of the 
African trade is thus: One hundred and eighty-three veſſels, mea- 
ſuring 49,06 5 tons, navigated by 6, 276 ſeamen. . 

Having given this account of the African trade, and brouale it 
down to the preſent moment, I beg leave to call your Lordſhips | 
attention to the Sierra Leone Company, who are the petitioners in 
favour of this bill. Mr. Stevens has informed us, that the object 
of the Company was not ſo much that of - commerce, as a total and 
complete abolition. I approve of his confeſſion, and admire his 
candour: but while I beſtow encomiums on the power of his ta- 
lents, and the honeſty of his avowal; I implore your particular at- 
tention, my Lords, to the intereſt of the Weſt-India merchants and 
planters, who adventure in eolonial commerce, on the 2 


pledge and honour of the Britiſh Government. a 


From what I have ſubmitted to your Lordſhips, relative to WY 
hiſtory of the trade, it is evident that the traffick in ſlaves is con- 


genial with, and ſuitable to the manners, laws, and cuſtoms of 


Africa, No wonder, therefore, that the chiefs, princes, and the 
different native powers of that country, ould ſet their faces againſt 
the new Settlers at Sierra Leone. 

Mr. Dawes and Mr. Macaulay, the only two evidences pro- 
duced at the bar in favour of the bill, are men, it muſt be confeſſed, h 
of the "moſt accommodating memories. It is difficult to follow 
them through all their various digreſſions. When it is convenient, 
they appear to poſſeſs the moſt tenacious - and perfect recollection; 
and when it ſuits their purpoſe, their memories, with remarkuble 
facility, totally fail them. Mr. Dawes, a marine officer, who had 
the honour of ſerving the King the whole of the laſt war, and the 
greater part of it in America, does not recolle& what both theſe 
gentlemen choſe to call the Nova- Scotia Blacks! Theſe Blacks 
were ſlaves in the American colonies, and promiſed theit freedom 
by royal proclamation, upon condition of ſerving the whole war 
with the army q in which ſituation they acted as guides and pioneers, 


and in every menial capacity that an army requires. On the peace * 


of 1783, theſe regroes were carried to the remaining part of the 
Britiſh: ſeylempats-n North America, en the PIO of this : 
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country, with great liberality, gave them tools and utenſils for the 
erection of houſes. and the cultivation of their lands; in addition to 
_ theſe cheriſhing acts, they were alſo ſupplied the firſt year with 
twelve months proviſions ; the ſecond year, with a ſufficiency for 
fix months ; and the third year, with what would anſwer for three 


months conſumption. But in this inſtance, the foſtering hand of 
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Government was ſtretched out in vain ; theſe negroes, after the 
irregular and wanton conſumption of the proviſions ſo humanely 
| beſtowed upon them, ſold their utentils of huſbandry, relapſed into 
a- ſtate of idleneſs and diſſipation, and by various ſtratagems arrived 
in this country, where they were taken up by the Sierra Leone 
Company, to be tranſplanted as a colony on their part of the African 
ſhore. 

Can your Lordſkips be ſurpriſed, that with all the ingenious and 
logical arguments of Mr. Stevens, the learned counſel ſhould be 
obliged to admit, that the imports from the eſtabliſhment of the 
colony of Africa is 4,0001. per annum, while their expence is 
I0,000l, Your Lordſhips will obſerve, that the Sierra Leone 
Company ſet out with a capital of 250,0001. ; that Mr. Stevens 
has laboured to prove, that at preſent they are worth 50,0001, 
though I have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe that they are not 
worth more than 30,000]. By Mr. Stevens's own account, there 
is an annual deficit of 6, oool. a year; ſo that theſe great and 
flouriſhing coloniſts, as they wiſh to be thought, muſt ſhortly diſ- 
ſolve partnerſhip, or continue trade at an immenſe loſs, and conſe- 
quently increaſe their capital, or become bankrupts. 

Conſidering, my Lords, the manner in which this inveſtigation 
has been carried on by thoſe noble Peers who ſupport the bill, I am 
confident, that if Mr. Mungo Park had been favourable to the abo- 
lition of this trade, he would have been brought to your Lordſhips 
bar. I am, therefore, not a little ſurpriſcd to hear Mr. Stevens 
quote certain pages in Mr. Park's very excellent work. And, my 
Lords, nothing could ſo completely refute Mr. Stevens's different 
quotations, as the ſimple but elegant and forcible paſſage, quoted 
from the ſame author, by my valuable and learned friend, Mr. 
Law. The interior of Africa, my Lords, is at beſt but very little 
known to Europeans; nor, indeed, can it be a matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment, when, with one exception, or two, the only occaſions on 
which that coaſt has been viſited by Europeans, were for the pur- 
poſes of traffic ; and it is well known, that on ſuch adventures, the 
whole time of the merchants and maſters of veſſels is - occupied by 
objects of commerce. But, my Lords, it is to me highly gratify- 
ing, that the plain, undigeſted, and ſimple account, preſented at your 
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Lord(hips' bar, both on the preſent inveſtigation, and on the general 
inquiry made ſome years ago by the African merchants, agrees with 
the ſtatement of Mr. Mungo Park, relative to the intended pro- 
hibited diſtrict. It is therefore but fair to preſume, that had Mr. 
Mungo Park, or any other unprejudiced and impartial traveller, 
viſited the other parts of the flave coaſts, the evidence produced upon 
me general-inveſtigation, at your Lordſhips' bar, by the African 
merchants, would have proved equally true and correct. For the 
ſake of humanity, therefore, my Lords—and I repeat it—for the 
fake of humanity—this trade ought to continue ; for how many 
thouſands, how many millions df lives have been ſaved in the king- 
dom of Dahomy! and how much bloodſhed has been ſpared 
amongſt the wretched and miſerable victims in that quarter of the 
globe, thus reſcued from the knife. 

Mr. Macaulay, that very accommodating witneſs, who ſome- 
times inadvertently glances at the truth, has entered into the dif- 
ferent cauſes of ſlavery in Africa, and has given a very minute 
account on the ſubje& of kidnapping, in which, my Lords, he does 
not dare to inſinuate that the Britiſh trader is indireQly concerned. 
As for war's being the cauſe of flavery, it is proved by Mr. Park, 
that whether upon the coaſt or the interior, fo far from that being 
favourable to the ſlave trade, that in either ſituation the trade for 
the time is utterly ſuſpended : therefore it is not the, intereſt of the 
Britiſh trader to encourage wars amongſt the natives. But I beg 
pardon of the commercial world. I have too great a reſpe& for 
the charaQer of a Britiſh trader, to ſuppoſe that he would be guilty 
of ſuch infamy. His conduct is diſtinguiſhed by plain dealing and 
honeſt meaning; and he has too much pride of character to deviate 
from the paths of honour. 

In all climates, where food is eafily obtained, cultivation is little 
attended to. Mr. Park bears ſtrong teſtimony to that fact. For having 
been in the Eaſt Indies, on mentioning to the inhabitants of the in- 
terior of Africa the advantageous uſes to which the elephant and 
bullock are applied on that continent, the natives laughed at him, 
and obſerved, that the only beaſt of burden was the aſs. Whenever 
a famine ariſes in any country where cultivation is little known, the 
conſequences muſt, indeed, be fatal; and during dearths, Mr. 
Park mentions ſeveral inſtances of the natives ſelling themſelves 
for food. | | 

As for erimes being the cauſe of ſlavery in Africa, it is, my 
Lords, even no more than the law of this country; for what are 
the coavicts that are annually tranſported to Botany Bay but flaves ? 


| The laſt cauſe of ſlavery in Africa, and which Mr. Stevens has, 
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with his ofut candour and cloſe argument, dwelt largely upon, is 
the crime of Witchcraft. Now, my Lords, though this country 
das been for many centuries under the benign influence of Chriſ- 
tianity, it is a fact well aſcertained, that at the cloſe of the laſt cen- 
tury, people were tried and convicted of Witchcraft. Can your 
Lordfhips, therefore, be aſtoniſhed, that the wild, ferocious, and 
ignorant African, unenlightened by the Chriſtian religion, ſhould 
_ frequently conſider perſons converſant with, and conſequently guilty 
of a communication with evil ſpirits? Indeed, my Lords, though 
the civilization of Africa was profeſſed to be, together with the abo- 
lition of the ſlave trade, the principal object of the Sierra Leone 
Company, it does not appear that any great benefit can ſoon ariſe 
from the - propagation: of Chriſtianity under the influence of this 
colony ; for even Mr. Macaulay has acknowledged, that for the 
laſt three'years no clergyman of the church of England has been 
within the ſettlement; and indeed, notwithſtanding that the ſalary 
of chaplains was 1401. per annum, no clergyman, after earneſt 
ſolicitation, could be procured to venture to this pernicious climate. 
I have. heard that the ſtaple commodity of Africa is ſlaves. 
Every other articte of commerce, even including ivory, is very 
ſmall; and many of theſe articles, it has been ſatisfaQorily proved 
at your Lordſhips bar, have lain upon the hands of the merchants 
of this country at a conſiderable loſs. It has been ſtated by Mr. 
| Macaulay, - and likewiſe by Mr. Dawes, that the Grumattes, or 
domeſtic ſlaves, who attend the caravans of ſlaves down to the 
_ coaſt, muſt be in great numbers, in order to carry back the dif- 
ferent Britiſh manufaRures bartered for a ton of ivory. It is a 
very ſpecious, though. a very fallacious argument, in ſupport of the 
idca intended to be impreſſed upon your Lordſhips' minds by the 
friends of the bill, that the ſlave trade is not ſo materially an object 
with the natives, as that of other productions in Aftiea. Mr. 
Macaulay and Mr. Dawes are obliged to admit, that the ivory 
brought down to the markets is ſuſpended upon the backs of the 
flaves for ſale, and conſequently that it cannot be brought down 


from the interior in any other manner: from my own experience, 


my Lords, amongſt the Indians in North America, the uſe of any 
beaſt to carry burdens is equally. as unknown as in Africa. The 
reaſon, my Lords, I take to be the ſame with the Indians as with 


the Africans ; namely, that the conveyance is water- carriage; and 


that the Afticans, as well as the North American Iodians, have 


onlya few carrying places between their great water communice- 
| tian | therefore, my Lords, it is evident, that theſe goods, bartered 
In lieu of ivory, APE Wg ſhort Ane by men,, and 
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tranſported chiefly by water. 'Far be it from me, my Lords, to 


draw any infidious inference from the evidence of Mr. Macaulay 
or Mr. Dawes, relative to Grumattes, or domeſtic ſlaves, employed 
by the colony, notwithſtanding that the charter does not permit ſuch 
a conduct, directly or indireQly ; but ſlavery is ſo congenial to the 
laws, habits, and cuſtoms of Africa, that even Mr. Park, with his 
extenſive knowledge of that territory, was not able to diſtinguiſh the 
freeman from the ſlave. 

I do not wiſh to make any wrong impreſſion on the minds of 
your Lordſhips; but a man leſs ſuſpicious than myſelf might have 
good. grounds for infinuating, that ſome members of the Sierra 
Leone Company view, with an envious eye, the advantageous traffic 
now carried on between the African and Britiſh trader. If the 
grand object of the Sierra Leone Company, like every other com- 
mereial aſſociation, be gain rather than loſs, I have a right to think 
that ſome of the members lament their excluſion from the ſlave 
trade. If there be no cauſe for this ſuſpicion, why moleſt and 
annoy the Britiſh trader in the exerciſe of that traffic ſanctioned for 
ſuch a long ſeries of years by cuſtom and by Parliament? Survey- 
ing the ſubject in this view, I have a right to maintain, that the 
Britiſh Legiſlature, on the paſſing of the act for incorporating and 
eſtabliſhing the Sierra Leone Company, renewed and confirmed all 
their former acts in favour of the ſlave trade. So tender was the 
Parliament of that period, namely, that of 1790, about the ac- 
knowledged right of the Britiſh trader to Africa, that fearful of 
affecting the intereſt of the Weſt-India merchants and planters, by 
the monopoly or prohibition of the ſlave trade, they cautiouſly intro- 
duced in the bill, for the eſtabliſhment of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, the following protecting clauſe : | 

© Provided alſo, and be it further enaQed, That it ſhall not be 
* lawful for the faid Company, either directly or indireQaly, by it- 
« ſelf or themſelves, or by the agents or ſervants of the ſaid Com- 
© pany, or otherwiſe howſoever, to deal or traffic in the buying or 
« ſelling of ſlaves, or in any manner whatſoever, to have, hold, 
appropriate, or employ any perſon or perſons, | ina ſtate of vgs 
in the ſervice of the ſaid Company.” 

And here, my Lords, I have additional roof to offer concerning 
the protecting wiſdom of the Parliament in ſavour of the Britith trader 
to Africa. In another part of the ſame law is a elauſe, expreſs 
* ſecuring the Britiſh merchants to Africa from the operations of 
* the at.” What am I, my Lords, to conclude from this pro- 
tecting clauſe, but that the wiſdom of Parliament, penetrating intq 
futurity, had reſolved that. all the former acts of the Legiſlature | 
Vor. IX. # 34U 
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ſhould be reſpected and confirmed beyond the poſſibility of a doubt ? 
If I am wrong in my concluſion, then why paſs ſuch a clauſe in an 
act of ſuch vaſt importance to the intereſt of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany * Why attempt to fix a ſtigma upon their future conduQ, by 
ſuppoſing that they would infringe upon the rights of the Britiſh 
trader in the ſlave trade? Why introduce ſuch a protecting elauſe: 
If found requiſite to check and control future avarice and ambition, 
my argument is fortified in an impregnable manner. If uſeleſs 
and of no avail, this part of the act is an expoſure of the folly and 
abſurdity of Parliament. It is a mere piece of waſte paper, and 
ſerves to commemorate the weakneſs of the Legiſlature. But, my 
Lords, I have too great reſpect for the proccedings of a Britiſh Par- 
liament to entertain tor a moment ſuch an opinion. In acts framed 
and paſſed by the collective wiſdom of the Britiſh empire, by whom 
every conſequence i is fully weighed, it would be a libel on Parlia- 
ment to ſuppoſe that it could paſs a clauſe without ſome ſpecitie 
object in view. The object, my Lords, was certainly the protec- 
tion of the right of the trader, acknowledged and eſtablithed for time 
immemorial. I confeſs, my Lords, my aſtoniſhment at the pre- 
ſumption of the men calling themſelves the Sierra Leone Company. 
They audaciouſly appear at your Lordſhips' bar, and arrogantly in- 
ſinuate, that vou are incapable of deciding on the merits or demerits 
of an important caſe of legiſlation, On the ill-founded plea of 
humanity, they defire you to relinquiſh your colonial wealth, the 
finews of our commercial exiſtence, and fink into inſigni ficance and 
contempt in the eyes of Europe and the world, by the adoption of 
their new ſyſtem of philoſophy and humanity ! They call upon you 
to disfrarchiſe the Weſt-India merchants and planters—to depopu- 
late Liverpovl—and to deprive ſome thouſands of induſtrious and 
reſpectable men of their. birth-right as Britiſh ſubjeAs. Theſe 
are incontrovertible facts; but. your Lordhips' penetration will 
eaſily diſcover the true aim of the petitioners, who labour ſo 
anxiouſly to deſtroy your former ads of Parliament. From prin- 
ciples of honour and juſtice to the Weſt- India planters, I appeal to 
the protecting clauſe alluded to. But do not, my Lords, take my 
ipſe dixit—let the clauſe ſpeak for itſelf : 
Provided always, and be it enacted, That nothing in this af 
c contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to affect the 
40 rights of any other Britiſh ſubjects trading to Africa, ſo as to pre- 
« vent, or in any manner to obſtruct the ſhips or veſſels belonging 
4 to Britiſh ſubjeAs from anchoring in Sicxra Leone or Camaranca 
_ «© rivers, or in any of the creeks, bays, or harbours, within the 
limits ſpecitied in this act, for the purpoſe of refitting ans repau- 
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« ing as heretofore, with full liberty to the ſame to erect temporary 
« tents, huts, or ſheds, on the ſhores of the ſaid peninſula, for the 
« ſecurity of the ſtores and accommodation of the 3 employed 
upon ſuch occaſions.” 

It has been falſely aſſerted, and an attempt has 8 been made 
to miſlead the public mind, that European nations only carry on the 
ſlave trade with Africa. Even Mr. Stevens allows, that Blacks 
are carried into Turkey, for the purpoſes of ſtate, of luxury, and 
even for the ſeraglios of Mahometans. As to the fact, I will 
admit that gentleman to be right; but he is erroneous as to num- 
bers; for, my Lords, the numbers annually tranſported by the 
Eaſtern channels to Turkey, to Egypt, to Ruſſia, and to the Eaſt 
Indies, are immenſe. I will not ſhock your Lordſhips' minds by 
the horrid cruelties and barbarities which the miſcrable and devoted 
wretches experience from the gratification of their Mahomedan and 
Eaſtern maſters. And here, my Lords, I have a right to draw a 
contraſt between the humanity of the Weſt- India traders, and the 
atrocity of thoſe now deſcribed. In one caſe, we find the milk of 
human kindneſs ; in the other, acts of turpitude and violence 
which outrage the ſenſibilities of nature, and mortify and diſgrace 
mankind, 

The Portugueſe tranſport 40, ooo annually to the Brazils. The 
French, previous to the Revolution, during the laſt peace, ſupplied 
their own iſlands with negroes, from the eaſtward of the Cape of 
Good Hope. I beg leave, my Lords, to impreſs upon your memo- 
nes a few ſtubborn facts. The Portugueſe and native merchants in 
India, carry on at this time the ſlave trade through Bombay. Since 
that period a tax has been laid upon the importation of negroes into 
that place by Britiſh merchants. I am the laſt man in the world, 
my Lords, to detract from the merits of thoſe concerned in the 
management of this buſineſs; and I dare ſay, the Court of Direc- 
tors of the Eaſt-India Company were aQtuated by the moſt laudable 
and humane motives, when they impoſed a duty upon the importa- 
tion of negroes in Britiſh bottoms. 

But with all deferende to that high and reſpectable Aſſociation, 
I think it a matter of great national importance, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider how far it is prudent to encourage not only the Portugueſe, but 
even the native powers, in efforts for the improvement of naviga- 
tion, and the conſequent increaſe of ſeamen, in ſeas ſo remote from 
our home poſſeſſions. And here, my Lords, I wiſh to remark, 
that this obſervation ariſes from pure motives of patriotiſm, as I am 
fearful of impolicy and danger from ſuch rival powers, when uſurp- 
ing, and armed with the authority of the moment. 
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Permit me, my Lords, to illuſtrate theſe obſervations by ſome 
additional truths. It is a fact, perhaps well known to every Britiſh 
officer of the army and navy who has been at Gibraltar, that the 
Emperor of Morocco has a very large black army within his do- 
minions, the number of which he regularly maintains by ſending 


down armed Moors to bring away, by force, the negroes from their 


wives and families, without the advantage of barter, and without 
the moſt diſtant reſpect to the cuſtoms and manners of the 
Africans. 

I have faid thus much, my Lords, upon the ſubject of Africa, 
upon its trade, and upon the ſtate of the petitioners in favour of the 
bill, namely, the Sierra Leone Company, I ſhall therefore con- 
clude my remarks on Africa with the ſtrong and memorable words 


- of Mr. Park: 


« Such are the general outlines of that ſyſtem of ſlavery which 
« prevails in Africa; and it is evident from its nature and extent, 
« that it is a ſyſtem of no modern date. [t probably had its origin 
« with remote ages of antiquity, before the Mahomedans explored 
« a.path acroſs the deſert. How far it is maintained and ſupported 
« by the ſlave traffic, which, for two hundred years, the natives of 
„ Europe have carried on with the natives of the coaſt, it is neither 


« within my province, nor in my poyer to explain. If my ſenti- 
ments ſhould be required concerning the effect which a diſcon- 


« tinuance of that commerce would produce on the manners of the 
% natives, I ſhould have no heſitation in obſerving, that in the pre- 
« ſent unenlightened ſtate of their minds, my opinion is, the effect 
„ would neither be fo extenſive nor bencficial, as many wiſe and 
« worthy perſons fondly expect.“ 

Having, in what J have already had the honour of ſubmitting 
to your Lordthips, ſtated, that I ſhould diſcuſs this buſineſs upon 
the general queſtion of abolition, and being indeed ſupported by the 
arguments uſed both by Mr. Plomer and Mr. Stevens, I naturally 
come, having left the African coaſt, to the Middle Paſſage. This 


ſubject having lately been much debated before your Lordfhips, I 
| ſhall not labour under the unpleaſant neceflity of taking up a great 


deal of your time. I have declared, and I always ſhall declare, 
that I have been, -that I am, and that I always ſhall be, a fincere 
friend to wife and humane regulations in tranſporting the negrocs 
from Africa to the Weſt Indies. 

The noble Earl, my friend (Liverpool), who fo advantageouſly 
for the King and Country, and ſo honourably for himſelf, preſides at 
the head of the trade of this kingdom, in the year 1788, brought 
in the firſt carrying bill—a very wife and uſeful meaſure; for, Wy 
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Lords, ſhould the Britiſh merchants, under any falſe principle of 


gain, crowd the ſlave ſhips to that degree ſo as to produce peftilence 


and diſeaſe among the negroes on board, it is humane, it is wiſe 
and praiſeworthy, of this great commercial nation, to prevent diſ- 
eaſed and infected negroes from being imported into the Britiſh 
Weſt-India plantations. Let foreign nations, my Lords, if they 
chooſe it, make no regulations for their own veſſels, and let them 
import into their own iflands, diſeaſe and diſcontent amongſt the 
ſlaves brought from the coalt of Africa; but we, thank God, are 
actuated by other confiderations than mere gain, We are actuated 
by principles of humanity. To prove to your Lordſhips the wiſ- 
dom and the efficacy of my noble friend's arrangement upon the 
ſubje& of the middle paſſage, I will beg leave to call your Lord- 
ſhips' attention to the following ſtatement and calculation: — 


MIDDLE PASSAGE. 


By an account delivered in by Mr. Cock, the very able and in- 
telligent commercial agent for Liverpool, in a paper already much 
commented upon, it appears, that out of 15,508 negroes, ſhipped 
in the year 1796, 559 died, being about 3+ per cent. 

That according to the new carrying bill, the above 15,508 ne- 
grocs Will be reduced to 10, 35 2, which is a reduction of one third; 
beſides that a great many ſhips will be altogether excluded from the 
trade, wherein the ſlaves have been carried in moſt health, as will 
be ſeen from a calculation made on a number of ſhips which traded 
in the 

Years 1794, 1795, and 1796. 


ll. 8 


— — 


Vellels wherein the ſpace | Received | 

per ſlave was on board. | Died | 
Vader 26 feet - - $5,602 | 142 | Average 2 24 per cent. 
Above zo feet 19,284 739 | Average above 32 — 
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{ Received 
Veſſels between decks. on board. 


Died 


— — 


Under 4 feet 1 inch - » | 4-912 906 Average 2 per cent. 
Above 4 feet 1 + - 399734 | jos — 34 pre en cent. 


2 
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bend of theſe veſſels were altered to their preſent heights, at a 
very great expence, in conſequence of an act paſſed in the year 
1797, for regulating the height between decks, which will not bear 
elevation. 
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Your Lordſhips will therefore perceive, that every attention has 
not only been paid to the health of the ſlaves, but by the experience 


of eleven years, and by the documents I have already ſhewn, that 


that object has been completely and fully eſtabliſhed. 
Much having been ſaid in a former debate upon the ſubjeR of 
the height between decks, and a veſſel named the Plumper, particu- 


larly alluded to by the noble Secretary of State, I have to obſerve, 


that the Plumper being only two feet ſeven inches between decks, 
as ſtated by the Secretary of State, ſhipped 1 40 flaves, out of wiom 
only two died. | 
Great ſtreſs has been laid upon the evidence of Captain Schank ; 

and, my Lords, to prove that my words and my actions Hall always 
be the ſame, and that upon this grand and important queltion Hall 
always act with liberality and candour, I did not propole © Captain 
Schank certain queſtions relative to the height between ges of 
veſſels, though I was poſſeſſed of his ſentiments, that the height 
between decks, by his expericnce, was a matter of no moment to 
the health of men on board of the ſhip. Being myſelf an advocate for 
height between decks, I had at all times, where the veſſel would 
admit, wiſhed it as high as poſſible. But, my Lords, I always 
ſhall oppoſe any propoſition brought forward for the mere purpoſe 
of harraſſing and diſtreſſing the Britiſh ſlave trader, after every wiſe 
and good regulation has been eſtabliſhed for the health and comfort 
of the negroes by the bill of 1788. In ſhort, my Lords, the Car- 
Tying Bill juſt paſſed, is merely for the purpoſe of harraſſing and diſ- 


treſſing the Britiſh merchant ; and it is not more conducive to the 


health or comfort of the negro. Even the bounty claufe, as an in- 
ducement for the maſter and ſurgeon to take care of the health of 
the negro, is omitted. We are, my Lords, and it is with pleaſure 1 
affirm it, the ableſt ſea-faring nation on the globe; and it is therefore 
to be preſumed, that the health of the negro ſlave whilſt on board 
Britiſh ſhips, is as much attended to as on board the ſhips of any 
other nation, and Mr. Park corroboratcs my opinion in the following 
words ;— ; 

The mode of confining and ſecuring negroes in American 
« ſlave ſhips (owing chiefly to the weakneſs of their crews) is 
% abundantly more rigid than in Britiſh veſſels.” 

Having now brought your Lordſhips to the Weſt Indies, I truſt 
J may be allowed for a moment to pauſe, and conſider a little who 
are the Weſt-India proprietors : they are our fellow ſubjeAs—they 
are Engliſhmen—they are, if not born, at leaſt educated in this 
country. From loeal knowledge; and-perſonal experience, I muſt 
bear teſtimony to the affection and to the loyalty they entertain for 


j 
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their King and the Mother Country. It has been frequently, my 


Lords, mentioned, whenever this queſtion has been agitated in this 
Houſe - the riches. and flouriſhing ſtate of the Weſt Indies. I 
admit it, and rejoice at the fact; and may therefore fairly aſſert, 
that in a free country, where, thank God, every thing is to be at- 
tained by individuals, it cannot be ſuppoſed that a Weſt- India pro- 
prietor pays leſs attention to the education of his child than any 
other-Britiſh ſubject; and, indeed, your Lordſhips know, that the 
great ſchools of Eton, Weſtminſter, Harrow, and Wincheſter, are 
full of the ſons of the Weſt Indians. It would be a reflection, 
indeed, which the right reverend and learned Prelates I am ſure 
would contradict, to ſay, that young men quitting theſe great public 
ſchools, to complete their educations at the ſeminaries of Oxford and 
Cambridge, and the univerſities of Scotland and Ireland, ſhould turn 
out diſgraceful to human nature, and deſtitute of heart and common 
feeling. It is not to your Lordſhips that I addreſs this obſervation, 
becauſe it is with real pleaſure I obſerye, that all the idea of inhu- 
man treatment from the Britiſh planter to the ſlave was done away 
in the opinion of your Lordſhips, ſhortly after the inveſtigation firſt 
took place, by the examinations at the bar of this Houſe. I men- 
tion this, my Lords, that as an eye witneſs and a reſident for ſome 
years amongſt thoſe Weſt-India planters, I may bear witneſs to 
their good conduct, to their humanity, and to the care and attention 
of their ſlaves. 

Facts, my Lords, ſpeak for themſelves : —Since the year 1792, 
and fince the commencement of the French war, three events have 
ariſen in the Britiſh Weſt-India iflands. The firſt, the Maroon 
war, in the iſland of Jamaica. A tribe of Coromantine negroes 
(part of the Maroons) in amity with the Britiſh nation, unjuſtly 
made war upon the inhabitants of Jamaica. From the Britiſh 
officers employed in that war, I underſtand theſe Maroons, notwith- 
ſtanding conſtant intercourſe of more than a century with Chriſtians, 
to be totally void of all religion whatſoever ; to be completely ſa- 
vage and barbarous, and to go entirely naked, with the exceptjon of 
ſhort trowſers. Neither have they, though ſurrounded by-the Bri- 
iſh plantations, ſhewn any degree of cultivation, excepting by the 
Proviſions which they grow for their own uſe. During this Ma- 
roon war, my Lords, the ſlaves on the Iſland of Jamaica remained 
quiet, peaceable, loyal, and affectionate. The war was ſoon con- 
cluded, and the flaves had the warmeſt approbation of their 
maſters. 

In the Iſland of St. Vincent the ſecond event took place, namely, 
-the Carib war. The Catibs are the Aborigines of the county, 
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and were permitted to remain in quiet poſſeſſion upon the tom. 
tains of that iſland. It was not till the peace of 1763 that St. 
Vincent was entirely ceded to the King of Great Britain: and the 
Caribs, previous to this ceſſion to England, having had communi- 
cation with the French, . maintained it during the whole of the 
peace. The ifland was conſequently captured laſt war with the 
aſſiſtance of the Caribs ; and this war, at the inſtigation of the 
French, the Caribs began a new rupture with the Britiſh inhabi- 
tants of St. Vincent's. Hoſtilities were fortunately concluded, and 
the Caribs, ſince that time, have been removed off the land, 
During this war, the ſlaves upon the different eſtates have re- 
mained ſteady and quiet, and till continue loyal and dutiful to their 
maſters. | | 

The third and laſt event was, I confeſs, an inſurrection of ſlaves 
in the iſland of Grenada; but, my Lords, it was an inſurrection of 
French ſlaves, belonging to French maſters, tainted with French 
principles; for even at that time, the ſlaves belonging to the Bri- 


-tiſh never joined in the revolt, but remained quiet upon the planta- 


tions of their owners, I truſt, my Lords, that theſe three material 
circumſtances will bear me out in my aſſertion reſpeQing the general 
good treatment of the Britiſh planters to their ſlaves in the Weſt 
Indies. I may alſo with truth, my Lords, affirm, that the treat- 
ment of the negro ſlaves in the Britiſh iflands, is far ſuperior to that 
of all foreign nations. | 

In the year 1788, I was in the Iſland of Jamaica, when the 
firſt conſolidated Slave Act was paſſing ; and an honourable gen- 


tleman, a member of the Aſſembly of Jamaica, who had juſt then 


arrived from England, bit by the rage of the day for the abolition 
of the ſlave trade, was deſirous of introducing additional clauſes 
whilſt in the Committee. I was at Spaniſh Town on the morn- 
ing of the day on which the bill was to be committed, and was 
told by this gentleman of his intention to add clauſes, and that he 
was going to Kingſton to attend the debate, after having fold a 
particularly fine able-bodied negro to a French gentleman, to carry 
to the iſland of St. Domingo; becauſe, as this ſlave was an ill- 


| behaved man, whom he would not puniſh upon his own eſtate, he 


meant to part with him. This gentleman upon his return from 
Kingſton, came up to me having myſelf had frequent converſa- 
tiops with him upon the folly of the abolition, and the abſurdity of 
going againſt the common uſage in the Britiſh iſlands as to the treat- 
ment of the negroes—and ſaid, that the ſlave was returned to his 
eſtate, and ſhould be puniſhed in the uſual manner ;. for, upon his 
offering him to ſale to the Freneh gentleman, the · latter aſked him 
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n. if he was mad; and upon the honourable gentleman mentioning 


t. that his reaſon for ſelling this ſlave was to avoid puniſhing kim, the 
he French gentleman made this anſwer : i nous avions cet negre chez 
Th nous, nous aſſemblierons les negres de quartier, et nous le ferrions mourir 
he a coups de fouet.” The Engliſhman, conſequently; inſtead of pro- 
he poſing his amendments, voted for the bill as it ſtood. 
he In the Seſſion of 1797, the Houſe of Commons preſented an 
di- addreſs to His Majeſty, and a circular letter was ſent out to the dif- 
nd ferent governors in the Britiſh Weſt Indies, to recommend colonial 
id, regulations, and to paſs different acts of the Legiſlature for the ame- 
re- lioration of ſlaves. It is, my Lords, with real pleaſure I can ob- 
cir ſerve, that the Britiſh planters in the different iſlands have, with 
that proper deference which is due to their King and the Mo- 
ves ther Country, given the moſt ſatisfactory anſwers upon that ſubject. 
of All the iſlands indeed have taken ſome ſteps, except the iſland of 
ch Dominica, where the Aſſembly happened to be diſſolved. However, 
ri- my Loxds, it is but juſtice due to the proprietors of the Britiſh Weſt- 
ta- India iſlands to obſerve, that all that has been gained upon the 
ial ſubject of the amelioration of the ſtate of the negroe is, that that 
ral is now made law which before was an univerſal and-eſtabliſhed 
eſt cuſtom. In confirmation of my remark, I muſt refer your Lord- 
at- ſhips to Mr. Preſident Thompſon of St. Kitt's, who, in his letter 
lat to the Duke of Portland, ſays— 

I have the ſatisfaction to obſerve to your Grace, that one ſens. 
the timent ſeemed to pervade the whole of the members who compoſed 
en- the General Council and Aſſembly, which was a fincere deſire to 
en adopt ſuch meaſures as they thought would tend to make the negroes 
ion happy and eontented, and thereby promote the deſired object of in- 
ſes ereaſing their numbers by propagation. 
un- I muſt bear my public teſtimony to the character of Mr. 1 
_ fon, who is an aQiive, popular, and intelligent ſervant of the Crown. 
he I truſt, therefore, my Lords, that I have faid enough to prove. the 
4 a ſuperior good treatment of the Britiſh planter to his flaves, when 
rry compared with that of foreigu nations. 

ill To prove to your Lordſhips how very little can be effected by 
he men who are unacquainted with the prejudices and cuſtoms of thoſe- 
om who bear the relationſhip of maſter and ſlave, I am to inform your 
la- Lordſhips, from the moſt undoubted and reſpectable authority, that 

y of the Eaſt- India Directors have lately ſent out, certainly from the 
eat- beſt and moſt laudable motives, a new code of laws to be obſerved 
his on the iſland of St. Helena, relative to the treatment of ſlaves. So 
his far, my Lords, from producing- any good effect, that the ſlaves... 
him tiemſelves are rendered unhappy by it; and if a remonſtrance: has 


Vol. IX. ö 


* 2 <a 
2 es 
———— 


av 


— — — 
EGS. 


oy * = 
= . 1 7 * . 
* r 2 7 


x 
k 
® 
| 
F 
4 

10 
. 
'N 
. 
8 
Z 


2 


_ -- PARLIAMENTARY 


not already arrived in England from the inhabitants, a very ſerious 
one may ſhortly be expected. 

A few more words, my Lords, on the ſubject of abolition. In 
the year 1787, the iſland of Jamaica was in extreme diſtreſs for 
provifions, and the Aſſembly preſented an addreſs to the then Go- 
vernor, to induce him to allow ſupplies to be imported in American 
veſſels. They therein ſtate, that between 1780 and 1787, from 
the dreadful effects of hurricanes, and their diſagreeable conſe. 
quences, ſuch as famine and diſeaſe, that notwithſtanding the annual 
importation of negroes from the coaſt of Africa into Jamaica, at the 
time of preſenting the addreſs, the negro population was 1 5,000 ſhort 
of what it was in 1780. It is true that upon ſome eſtates, the negro 
population may and does increafe ; and it is equally clear, that upon 
many others it rapidly diminiſhes ; conſequently the planters are 
obliged to purchaſe flaves annually. In the ifland of Jamaica, a 
particular friend of mine has two adjoining eſtates, both in Montego 


Bay. On the one the negroes increafe ; and on the other, though 


adjacent, they are obliged, by the decreaſe of population, to make 
annual purchaſes. Some eſtates in St. Vincent's increaſe, whilſt in 
Tobago there is little probability of an increaſe; and as the latter, 
in moſt caſes, diminiſh, there is conſequently a very great inconve- 
nience. In caſe the abolition ſhould unfortunately take place, the 
Engliſh planter, more active and more fertile at expedients of com- 
merce than any other, would inevitably, upon thoſe eſtates that 
increaſe in negro population, turn flave-breeder, and then ſupply 
different eſtates and different iflands. The conſequences that have 
been fo often drawn, —the tearing of the flave from his country and 
family, would, indeed, in this caſe, take effect; for the civilized and 
domiciliated ſlave would be torn from his family and connections, 
to ſupply the deficiencies on thoſe eſtates and iflands where the negro 
population does not increaſe. 

To give, my Lords, the ſentiments of foreigners, even, upon the 
ſubject of abolition, and to prove that they are congenial with thoſe 
of the Britiſh planter, I beg leave to quote a memorial preſented to 
the States General by the Dutch inhabitants of Eſſequibo and De- 
marara, upon being precluded from the Wenne of negroes by 
foreign ſhips. The words are: 

It is impoſſible to inform your High Mightinefſes of the real 
annual diminution of dur ſlaves, but it is generally calculated at five 
in the hundred, or a twentieth part. This is little felt the firſt 


year: nineteen negroes hardly perceive that they de the work 


which the preceding year employed twenty; but the ſecond year, 
ic ſame work falls to eighteen; and if another year paſſes without 
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us any augmentation by purchaſe, ſeventeen muſt do the work firſt 
allotted to twenty. This muſt give riſe to diſcontent, deſertion, 
In and revolt: or if the negroes put up patiently with this ſurcharge of 
for labour, illneſs and an earlier death muſt be the conſequence ; or, 
J0- laſtly, if the planters ſeek to avoid theſe inconveniences,. they muſt 


gradually contract the limits of their plantations, and of courſe di- 
minith their produce.” . 

Whenever, my Lords, I have the honour of addreſſing your 
Lordſhips, God forbid that I ſhould fay any thing that could do the 
ſmalleſt injury to any ſingle individual, or to ſociety collectively 
conſidered ; but it is neceſſary, on a ſubje& of ſuch importance, to 
make a fair and candid ſtatement of the various circumſtances re- 
quiſite for the illuſtration of the ſubject. It is not for me, my 
Lords, to . dwell upon what may be the conduct or the diſpoſition 
of the Britiſh Weft- India iſlands, ſhould the abolition of the ſlave 
trade take place. I cannot, however, help calling to your Lord- 
ſhips' attention the addreſs to the King from the Aſſembly of 
Jamaica 

« We can with truth aſſure your Majeſty, that no opportunity, 
no circumſtance, which may enable the Aſſembly of Jamaica to 
make farther proviſions to ſecure to every perſon in this ifland the 
certain, immediate, and aQive protection of the law, in proportion 
to their improvement in morality and religion, ſhall be neglected; 
but we muſt at the ſame time declare, that we are actuated by mo- 
tives of humanity only, and not with any view to the termination 
of the ſlave trade. 

« The right of obtaining labourers from Africa is ſecured to 
your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects in this colony by ſeveral Britiſh acts 
of Parliament, and by ſeveral proclamations of your Majeſty's royal 
anceſtors. They, or their predeceſſors, have emigrated and ſettled 
in Jamaica, under the moſt ſolemn promiſes of this (abſolutely ne- | 
ceflary) aſſiſtance, and they can never give up or do any act that | 
may render doubtful their eſſential right. 

« We have the utmoſt reliance on your Majeſty's paternal good- 
neſs, that this right ſhall remain inviolate, as long as they ſhall re- 
main faithful to your Majeſty, and true to the allegiance they owe 
to the imperial Crown of Great Britain.” 


real Much more, my Lords, might be ſaid upon that ſubject ; but I 

Ie ſhall avoid all unneceſſary illuſtration, either by facts or arguments. 8 
irſt All European nations are anxious to wreſt this valuable trade out of 

ork- - our hands. I ſhall not, like ſome advocates for the meaſure, ad- | 

ary Vance as an argument that the French have aboliſhed the trade, bee. 
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cauſe they have at this time no ſettlements in the Weſt Indies. 
That is a ſpecious but a weak poſition. I have every reaſon to be- 

lieve, that the motive for the removal of Victor Hugues from the 
iſland of Guadaloupe, by the French Directory, was for the expreſs 

urpoſe of re-eſtabliſhing the ſlave trade in that ifland, which, ſince 
the paſſing of the abolition, had been found very beneficial in a ſtate 
point of view. The new opinions adopted in France, engendered 
in the madneſs of the moment, and productive of the anarchy and 
' confuſion obſervable by every wiſe man, were certainly conſonant to 
the ſudden impulſe for the abolition. By the circumſtances ſtated, 
reſpecting the iſland of Guadaloupe, it is evident, that there is a 
conſiderable change of opinion on this ſubject in France; and that 
opinion, report mentions, has been ſtrongly corroborated by a refer- 
ence to the policy of the Portugueſe, who carry on that trade with 
great advantage and profit. 

Much fireſs has been laid upon the abolition of the trade by the 
Danes. But, my Lords, I beg leave to ſtate that F now hold in 
my hand a bill received this day, drawn upon the Daniſh Conſul 
in this country, in payment for flaves bought fo late as the 1 2th of 
February 1799; and it is equally well aſcertained, that the Daniſh 
factors have, within theſe laſt twelve months, returned to the coaſt 
of Africa. In theſe inſtances, my Lords, which J have as great a 
right to impreſs upon your Lordſhips' minds as the ſupporters of the 
abolition have to ſtatements of a contrary nature, I am warranted by 
the evident acknowledgment of crror on the part of the two countries 
mentioned. | | 

Some enthuſiaſts for abolition have endeavoured to maintain, that 
America has abandoned the ſlave trade; but it is a fact upon record, 
that the Americans are now carrying it on for the Spaniards ; and 
it is a truth as well known, that notwithſtanding an act of abolition 
has paſſed the Congreſs, the government of that country is not ſuffi- 
ciently ſtrong to enforce its own laws on this particular ſubject. 
This ſpirit of reſiſtance to the American Legiſlature is not a little 
heightened and inflamed by the many advantages obtained under the 
fanQion of the Spaniſh Government. So far back as the 24th of 
January 1793, the Court of Madrid iflued the following declaration 
in favour of foreigners who may chuſe to ſupply the Spaniſh ſettle-· 
ments with negroes : | 4 


An EDICT 4 from the ge. 


« His Excellency Don Diego de Guardoli has communicated 
to this Conſulate, under date of the 24th of January laſt paſt, the 
following royal order: + 


ted 
the 
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© The Spaniſh nation, being one of thoſe which: moſt frequented 
the coaſt of Africa to obtain negroes, before the firſt contract was 
made with the Engliſh, and His Majeſty knowing the advantages 
that may ariſe to the ſtate from our merchants recommencing this 
traffic direct, has been pleaſed to grant, in order to promote ſo im- 

rtant an object, the following indulgences : 

That all Spaniards may undertake theſe expeditions from any 
of the Ports of Spain or America : 

% That the crews of the negro veſſels may be half foreigners, 
provided the other half—and the Captain in particular—are 
Spaniards : 

That every thing ſhipped for. this trade, direQ, ſhall be free 
of duties: 

«« That the veſſels of foreign build, that ſhall be purchaſed ex- - 
preſsly for the African commerce, ſhall be exempted from paying 
the foreign and every other duty :—All which I communicate to 
you for your information, and that of the commercial world.“ 
-. - Theſe are the ſentiments of the Court of Spain in favour of the 
flave trade; and by another edict of a more recent date, from the 
ſame high authority, ſtill greater encouragement is given to adven- 
turers in that trade, It has been proved at the bar-of this Houſe, 
that even the Spanifh frigates carry on this trade; and that at pre- 
ſent there are cargoes of ſlaves now waiting on the coaſt of 2 to 
be conveyed to the Spaniſh part of America. 

Having faid thus much upon the Weſt Indies, and upon the lub 
jet of abolition, I beg leave to conclude this s paſt with the words of 
an abler writer: 

| © You have invited and perſuaded 1 as. to purchaſe and occupy 
Crown lands in the iſlands ; you have undertaken and promiſed to 
furniſh us with labourers ſufficient for the cultivation of thoſe lands; ; 
you have encouraged us to inveſt our fortunes in theſe plantations ; 
you have encouraged not only your merchants, but foreigners, to 
advance their money in loans, to a . vaſt amount, for the improve- 
ment and extenſion of this culture. If you now put a ſtop to the 
cultivation, we and our creditors have a right, upon every principle 
of juſtice, to demand from you a full indemnification.” 

I come, now, my Lords, to the laſt, though not the leaſt, part of 


the ſubject, namely, the importance of the Weſt Indies. However 


much I may regret the difference of opinion with-any noble Lord 
ypon this great and important queſtion, I am confident that the 
documents which I ſhall have the honour of ſubmitting: to the 
Houſe reſpecting the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of our Weſt-India 


ſettlements, wu be a picture highly gratifying to every well wiſher 
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of this country. It is highly gratifying, indeed, that J can attract 
your Lordſhips' attention with this agreeable objeR, after we have 
for ſeven years experienced all the difficulties and dangers of a widely 
extended and expenſive war—a war, my Lords, in which our naval 
and military proweſs has rivalled, if not ſurpaſſed, the moſt brilliant 
periods of antiquity. -_ 

| I ſhall proceed, my Lords, to the ſtatement which I promiſed, 
with aſſurances that they all are extracted from the beſt and moſt 
incontrovertible authorities : 


Importance of the Weſt Indies. 
1788. 
450,000 negroes, at 5ol. per head - - (/. 22,500,000 
Utenfils, mules, and crop on the ground, double the 
value of the negroes - - - - - - - 45,000,000 
Value of houſes in towns, trading and coaſting veſſels, 
_ EE ET PTE ae 


Capital - 70,000,000 


| Employing 689 veſſels, 148, 176 tons, equal to the 


whole trade of the country at the end of the laſt 
eentury, navigated by 14, ooo ſeamen, exclufrve 
of African, American, and Newfoundland Colo- 
nies, and the American States. AL 
The groſs duties to the Britiſh Empire < 1,800,000 


Permit me, my Lords, to make ſome few additional remarks. 


Since the year 1788, at which period I truſt I have proved that 


the Britiſh Weſt-India capital amounted to 70,000,000]. ſterl- 


ing, great political events have happened. Early in the year 1793, 
war took place between this country and France; and by the cha- 


raQtriftic bravery and active exertions of our army and navy, the 


iſlands of Martinique, St. Lucia, and Tobago, have been con- 
quered from the French; the iſland of Trinidad from the 
Spaniards ; and the ſettlements of Demarara and Eſſequibo from 
the Dutch. Hence our additional wealth and ſplendour in the 
Weſt Indies; and hence that unbounded influence which com- 
mands the peace of our ſettlements, and protects them from the 
introduction of that political phrenzy that has outraged and con- 
vulſed the civilized ſociety of Europe. 

I cannot give your Lordſhips a more clear or demonſtrative 
proof, than that the trade in 1 796 required 3900 230 tons, navi- 
gated by 24,000 ſeamen. 
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1798. 

Groſs duties to Great Britain (. 3, ooo, ooo 
Value of imports to the ports of Great Britain 45, ooo, ooo 
Of which Weſt- India imports onyyy 11, ooo, ooo 
Tonnage of the port of London - - 4500, ooo 
Of which Weſt. India duty - - - - < = 96,000 

After deſcribing our national happineſs and proſperity in the 
Weſt Indies, reſulting from the united efforts of our commercial 
and military enterprize, it may not be amiſs, by way of contraſt, to 
demonſtrate to your Lordſhips what the French, during the ſame 
period, have loſt and ſacrificed at the ſhrine of folly and infamy. 
This is no digreſſion, my Lords, for every circumſtance connected 
with the exiſtence of our Weſt-India ſettlements is alſo effentially 
connected with the exiſtence of the ſlave trade. The French 
commerce, at the moment of the Revolution, ſtood thus: 


Tons 


The French, excluding the foreign tonnage, employed - 3 50,000 
Seamen (French) - - - - - - - - - - $50,000 
About fourteen ſeamen to every 100 tons. I 


Their Weſt-India commerce alone, 600 ſhips at 350 
Se > - (v0 - - - - aaa 


Seamen, fourteen to 100 tons - - - - - - 29,000 


Imports from the Weſt Indies 185 millions livres. 
Exports to ditto, - = - - 78 ditto. 

From theſe eſtimates I have clearly proved, that in the year 
1788 the Britiſh property in the Weſt Indies amounted to 
70, ooo, oool. ſterling. Admitting that the price of negroes, ſince 
the commencement of the war, has riſen from 5ol. to between 
dol. and gol. ſterling per head, the improvement of property in the 
fame period much more than counterbalances the advance; and 
hence I am perfectly well warranted in ſaying, that the whole 
capital of the old Britiſh Weſt-India property amounts to at leaſt 
$0,000,000. ſterling. If allowed to add the value of the new 
Weſt-India property, namely, the 'conqueſts from the French, 
Spaniards, and Dutch, amounting to at leaſt 20, ooo, oool., I may 
ſafely aſſert, that the preſent Britiſh capital in the Weſt Indies is 
equal, upon a fair calculation, to one hundred millions ſterling f 
A ſum, my Lords, which demands your moſt ſerious conſideration, 
before you conſent to the abolition of that trade, without which it 
Huld not exiſt, When I ſay, that, on the proof of this intereſting 
fact, I repoſe the whole ſtrength of my argument, I am confident 
that your Lordſhips will pauſe, and fully weigh the conſequences of 


your vote this evening. I am confident that, as the hereditary | 
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guardians of Britiſh ſubjects, you will ſtretch out your hands te 
protect, not to deſtroy— I am confident that, as hereditary Counſel. 
lors of the Crown, you will give life and ſpirit, inſtead of dejection 
and death, to a moſt. numerous and moſt loyal, deſcription of His 
Majeſty's ſubjects. 

I now, my Lords, beg leave to returrſ my warmeſt thanks for 
the great indulgence which I have experienced this evening. The 
fentiments which I have delivered againſt the bill are the pure die- 
tates of my conſcience; and I am highly flattered by the patient 
hearing which your Lordſhips have given me in the diſcharge of the 
duty which I owe to my King and Country. 


——— ———— 


THE REPORT 


FROM 
THE COMMITTEE OF SECRESY 


APPOINTED BY THE HOUSE OF LORDS 


To  inſjee? the Papers delivered by His Majeſty's Command, {ſealed up 
in a Bag, ) containing Secret Information received by His Majeſty's 
Government, relative to the Proceedings of different Perſons and 
Societies in Great Britain and Ireland engaged in a treaſonable 
Conſpiracy, and to the Deſign carried on by our Enemies, in concert 
with ſuch Perſons and Societies, for effefting the Separation / 

- Treland from this Kingdom. 


(Ordered to be printed 27th May 1799,) 


'Trar the faid papers, and the other informations which have been 
laid before them, contain the moſt deciſive evidence of an extenſive 
conſpiracy carried on with unremitted induſtry, both in Great 
Britain and in Ireland, for the deſtruction of the Laws and Govern- 
ment ; for the overthrow of every exiſting eſtabliſhment, both in 
Church and State; and for impoſing, by force, on the people of 
theſe realms, under the influence and by the aid of France, a ſyſtem 
ſubverſive of public order, morality, and religion. 

In the formation and progreſs of this conſpiracy, your Committee 
have ſeen a conſtant and ſyſtematic adherence to that courſe which, 
having opened the way to all the calamities and crimes of France, 
has ſince. been uniformly purſued by all thoſe who, in various parts 
of Europe, have engaged in fimilar deſigns : and your Committee 
are therefore decidedly of opinion, that the criminal proceedings 
which have been eſtabliſhed in evidence before them, are not to be 
conſidered merely as the ads of unconnected and obſcure indi- 
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ty viduals, but as branches and members of an extenſive and compli- 
"K cated ſyſtem, which aims at nothing leſs than to ſubvert the whole. 
= order of ſociety as now eſtabliſhed in Europe. The means which 
lis are every where ultimately looked to for the accompliſhment of this 
deſign have been exhibited in France in their fulleſt operation and 
or extent; they have unhappily been (though in a leſs degree) exem- 
he plified in Ireland;.and it is the painful duty of your Committee to lay 
r before this Houſe a general view of the plan which has been purſued 
* by a part of their fellow- ſubjects in this kingdom, in order to pre- 
60 pare the way here for ſimilar ſcenes of inſurrection, rebellion, and 


civil bloodſhed. The neceſſity of entering in this Report into a 
detailed and hiſtorical enumeration of the different tranſactions 
which are included under this general deſcription, is, however, 
ſuperſeded by the diſtin and particular ſtatement of them which 
is contained in the Report of the Secret Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, which has been communicated to your Lordſhips, and 
referred to your Committee. 
The whole of that moſt important 8 your Committee 


beg leave earneſtly to recommend to the particular attention of your 

17 Lordſhi 

Ws ordſhips. 

, They have found it ſupported throughout by the evidence which 

5 has been laid before the Committees of both Houſes; and the truth f 

5 of feveral of the facts there ſtated, as well as the authemicity of the ; 4 

= ſources of information from which they were drawn, have received ib 
additional, confirmation from circumſtances which have been dig 15 
eloſed even ſince the date of that Report. r 1 

In any attempt to trace the outlines and leading features of the a 51 

een ſyſtem eſtabliſhed and acted upon by the diſaffected in this king- by 

five dom, the firſt point which claims attention is the indefatigable in- F 

reat duſtry employed for decciving and miſleading the people at large, 

erN- and particularly the lower claſſes of the community. To poiſon 

in the minds of perſons of this defeription with opinions deſtruRive of 

e of their own happineſs, and inconſiſtent with the very-ends and nature 

ſtem of all government, has always, and in every eountry, been the prin- 

| cipal endeayour of thoſe who are engaged in theſe conſpiracies for 

ittes promoting the principles of the French Revolution. Your Com- 

nch, mittee deem it almoſt unneceſſary to recall to the recolle tion of this 

ince, Houſe to what extent and with what ſucceſs, this meaſure was firſt 

panes adopted in France. They have ſeen abundant proof that, for. 

tres many years paſt, and down to the preſent moment, the ſame .means 

Jings have been unremittedly purſued here by thoſe who have unqueſ- 

8 tionably had the ſame objects. in view. It would be an endleſs 

1 


and moſt diſguſting taſk to enumerate the almoſt infinite vatiety.of * 
Vor. IX. 3 
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impious, immoral, and feditious publications with which the preſs 
has of late years been loagęd, both in Great Britain and in Ireland, 
and which appear to have in great part (if not wholly) proceeded 
from the perſons engaged in this confpiracy. From this ſyſtem of 
attack, nothing has been held ſacred. To revile our holy religion, 
to undermine the foundations of our faith, to ſubvert every eſtabliſhed 
principle both of. political and moral duty, to deſtroy all ſenſe of 
allegiance to our Sovereign, all attachment to the forms and prin- 
ciples of our happy Conſtitution, to eradicate every ſentiment of 
national character, and to render the people of theſe realms in- 
different both to the dangers and to the ſucceſſes of their country, 
have been the invariable objects of theſe multiplied and continued 
endeavours. 

The zeal with which theſe doctrines have been diſſeminated, 
and the peculiar mode of their circulation, are however deſerving 
of particular attention. They appear to be principally addreſſed, 
not to that claſs of ſociety whoſe habits might enable them, in ſome 
degree, to judge of the tendency of ſuch opinions, but to thoſe whoſe 
ſtation and occupations have in great meaſure debarred them even 
from that degree of knowledge. With this view, theſe writings 
have been printed in numerous editions, and in the cheapeſt forms ; 
they have even been diſtributed gratis, and in large quantities ; and 
their circulation among the labouring claſſes has been a paincipal 
occupation of emiſfaries deputed to various parts of the country from 
the ſocieties eſtabliſhed in this metropolis. The fame object has 
been purſued by inflammatory language, by ſeditious difcourſes, by 
lectures publicly delivered, by tumultuous aſſemblies convened in 
the neighbourhood of the capital and of other populous places, and 
by every other means which appeared beſt calculated to excite 
throughout the country a ſpirit of general hoſtility to its religion 
and government, and to delude, to the commiſſion of the moſt atro- 
cious crimes, thoſe - whoſe ſituation moſt expoſed them to this 
ſeduction. 

In this cloſe. imitation of the beginnings of the French Revolu- 
tion, the advantage which in that country had been derived to the 
ſupporters of theſe principles, from their ſucceſs in corrupting the 
foldiery, could not eſcape the obſervation of thoſe who, in theſe 
kingdoms, were labouring in the ſame cauſe. Your Committee 
| have accordingly found, by clear and multiplied proofs, that re- 
peated endeavours have been employed to taint His Majeſty's flects 


and armies, by the introduQion of a ſpirit of inſubordination and 


mutiny, inconſiſtent with the duty of ſubjects, and fill more with 


that Aan which is the * foundation of all military 
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ſervice. Wherever in any part of thoſe gallant and meritorious 
bodies of men any trace of ſuch a ſpirit has appeared, to this cauſe it 
is principally to be aſcribed; and it is much more to their loyalty, 
fidelity, and ſteady ſenſe of duty, than to any want of induſtry em- 
ployed to miſlead them, that the ultimate failure of this poet of the 
conſpiracy is to be attributed. | 

Following the ſame example of the progreſs and ſucceſs of the 
meaſures employed to promote the cauſe of the revolution in France, 
the next object to which the conſpirators in theſe kingdoms appear 
to have turned their attention was the formation of popular ſocieties, 
which, like thoſe eſtabliſhed in the earlier periods of the French 
Revolution, might ſuperſede the authority of Government, of what- 
ever deſcription, and enable their leaders to aſſume and exerciſe, 
at their diſcretion, the whole power of the country, civil and 
military. 

The hiſtory of theſe ſucceſſive attempts in England, in Scotland, 
and in Ireland, is ſo particularly and diſtinctly detailed in the Re- 
port of the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons, that your 
Commiitns deem it unneceſſary to repeat it here. 


They will only remark, that theſe attempts, followed up as they 


have been with unremitting activity and perſeverance, have ſueceſ- 


ſively aſſumed every ſhape, and covered themſelves under every pre- 
tence, which might beſt elude the vigilance of the King's Govern- 
ment, and promote the wicked and dangerous deſigns which were 
in the contemplation of the leaders of theſe ſocieties. 

The effects which this moſt powerful inſtrument of treaſon and 
rebellion is capable of producing, have been but too ſtrongly ſhewn 
in Ireland, where, under the name of United Iriſhmen, a very large 
proportion of the lower claſs of the people throughout whole diftris, 
counties, and provinces, have been combined into a ſyſtematic body 
leagued againſt the Government, and protected from detection and 
puniſhment by the nature of their eſtabliſhment, by mutual oaths of 
ſecrecy, and ſtill more by the general-terror which their menaces, ' 
crimes, and outrages, have naturally inſpired,_till at length the 
whole ſyſtem burſt forth into an open Rebellion, which is even at 
this hour rather reprefſed than ſubdued. 

It is under theſe circumſtances that this eſtabliſhment of United 
Iriſhmen, which has been ſo injurious to the peace and intereſt of 
Ireland, appears to have extended itfelf to this kingdom, and part 
cularly to the metropolis, where there is always among the labour- | 
ing clafſes a large number of Iriſh. It has alſo been cloſely imi- 
tated by the formation (preciſely on the fame model) of bodies of 
United Scotſmen and United Britons, which da not however as ; 
41 
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yet appear to have made ſuch progreſs in this kingdom as was pro- 
bably expected by their leaders. 
Ihe ſyſtem of Correſponding Societies which had preceded theſe, 
and prepared the way for them in this kingdom, is however ſcarcely, 
If at all, leſs, dangerous, and appears to have been carried on to an 
extent well deſerving the moſt ſerious attention of this Houſe. Your 
Committee have annexed to this Report two liſts, one extracted from 
the papers found at different periods in the poſſeſſion ot the Secretary 
of the London Correſponding Society, and at the General Com- 
mittee Room of that Society ; the other a copy of a paper found in 
the poſſeſſion of a member of what was called the Executive Com- 
mitte. of that body. 

They contain the names of different places in this bing with 
which that ſocicty entertained correſpondence. © Your Committee 
have reaſon to believe that even theſe lifts do not include the whole, 
but they appear to your Committee to furniſh ample proof of the 
neceſſity of ſome new and more efficient proviſion. to guard againft 
the danger of ſuch eſtabliſhments, the extenſive influence of which 
has already been manifeſted both in France and in Ireland, and can 
by no means be conſidered as an object of flight concern in the 
preſent ſtate of this country. 

To this imitation of the courſe of the proceedings which have led 
to ſuch fatal conſequences in France, your Committee find that the 
diſaffected in theſe kingdoms have added the crime of a treaſonable 
communication and connection. with the enemy at various periods 
during the preſent war. 
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Intelligence of the ſtate of both kingdoms, with a view to the 
to 


facility and ſucceſs of invaſion, has been repeatedly tranſmitte 
the French Government, both from London and from, Dy 


The invation of Ireland * in perſonãl intercourſe bet — 


ſome of the Iriſh Rebels and the French General charged with the 
execution of that meaſure; a reſident envoy continued for 7 conſi- 
derable time in France, regularly accredited by the body of U 

Iriſh. The communications were alſo maintained by frequent 
Journevs of perſons who were addreſſed from the Conſpirators in 
Ireland to the Members of the Societies in this kingdom, and who 
from hence paſſed over to the Continent. One of theſe; being ap- 
prehended in the very a& of procuring his paſſage for France, was 
tried and executed here; and it appears that at the time of the arreſt 
of this perſon, and of Mr. Arthur O'Connor, who was apprehended 
with him, His Majeſty's Government were in full poſſeſſion of the 
knowledge of the treaſonable defigns * _ latter has . 
conſeſſed. 


% 


5 
* 


Yo 
that n 
of tho 
impril 
able 1 
Comr 
confir 
ing u 
ſtill 2 


4; 


Your Committee have, however, too much reaſon to apprehend, 
that neither the puniſhment of the offender already 'mentioned, and 
of thoſe of his accomplices who have ſuffered in Ireland, nor the 
impriſonment of others, has yet ſtopped the courſe of this treaſon- | 
able intercourſe with the enemy. It has, indeed, appeared to your | 
Committee, that, during the detention of the priſoners who were 
confined on this account in Dublin, they found the means of keep- 
ing up communications with ſome of their confederates who were 
ſtill at large : and recent evidence has been furniſhed to your 
Committee, of the continuance of a treaſonable correſpondence 


between the United Iriſh and the Enemy, with the object of 
encouraging and aiding an invaſion of His — kingdom of 


Ireland. 
On the whole reſult of their examination, your Committee have 


ſeen the ſtrongeſt grounds to be perſuaded, that if the dangerous 


defigns of theſe conſpirators have been ſo far checked and repreſſed 
in this kingdom, as to prevent any actual interruption of the public 
tranquillity, this could only have been effected by the vigilance of 
His Majeſty's Government, aided by the exerciſe of thoſe extraor- 
dinary and occaſional powers which Parliament has from time to 
time judged it proper, after the example of their anceſtors, to con- 
fide to His Majeſty ; and ſupported by the extraordinary and un- 
precedented diſplay of zeal, energy, and public ſpirit, on the part of 
the great body of His Majeſty's faithful ſubjects. So long as theſe 
continue, and as the attention of Parliament is conſtantly applied to 
ſupply any defcas in the means which the exiſting laws may afford 
to meet the exigencies of this new and unexampled criſis, they are 
confident that, under the Divine Providence, no danger is to be ap- 
prehended to the Laws and happy Conſtitution of this kingdom. 
But they are on the other hand equally convinced that this object 


requires a continued and active vigilance ; and they feel it their 


duty to add, that no form of Goverament can, in their opinion, be 

confdered as ſecure, under which the ſyſtem of Secret Societies, 
ſuch as it is deſcribed in the Report of the Secret Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, and as it has appeared | in evidence before 
them, is permitted to exiſt. | 
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LIST of Places with which the London Correſponding Society have 
correſponded, as appears by the papers found in the poſſeſſion of 
their Secretary, and at the General Committee Room at the 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Queen of Bohemia's Head. 


Cradley. 
Norwich. 
Sheffield. 
Mancheſter. 
Cheſter. 


York. 


Liverpool, 
Halifax. 
St, Albans, 
Bradford. 
Coventry. 
Maidſtone. 


A LIST of the United Correſponding Societies of Great Britain, in 
the year 1797, found in the poſſeſſion of a perfon ſome time a 


Aſhton. 


Dudley. 
Paiſley. 
Helſtone. 
Berwick. 
Neweaſtle- upon- Tyne. 
Chevening. 
Oxford. 
Wolverhampton, 
Whitchurch, 
Cardiff. 
Graveſend. 
Loughborough. 


— 


Member of the Executive Committee. 


Portſmouth, Hampſhire. 


Stou rbridge. 


Battle. 


Wakefield. 
Birmingham. 


Woodchurch, Kent. 


Bath. 


Briſtol. 
Tunbrid 


ge Wells, 


Melbou rn. 
Stockport. 
Woolwich. 
Linsfield. 


. Finſbury. 


Crauley. 
Crayley. 


Aſhton-under-Lyne, 


Framlingham. 
Garſtang. 
Seven Oaks. 
Chevinam. 


Rochdale. 


Whitchurch, Shropſhire. 


Newcaftle-under-Line, Staffordſhire, Leominſter, Herefordſhire. 


Salford, near Mancheſter, 
Mancheſter, Lancaſhire, 

+ Sheffield, Yorkſhire, 
Norwich, Norfolk. 
Bradford, Yorkſhire. 
Nottingham, Nottinghamſhire. 
Birmingham, Warwickſhire. 
- Halifax, Yorkſhire. 

St. Albans, Hertfordſhire, 
Exeter, Devonſhire, 
Cheſter, Cheſhire. 

High Wycombe, Bucks, 


York, Yorkſhire. 
Bath, Somerſetſhire. 


Br iſtol, Somerſetſhire, 


Loughborough 


Stourbrid 


Glaſgow, Ditto, 
Perth, 


„Leiceſterſhire. 
Wolverhampton, Staffordſhire. 


, Worceſterſhire, 


Ditto. 


Wakefield, Yorkſhire, 
Melbourne, Derbyſhire. 
Leiceſter, Leiceſterſhire. 
Edinburgh, North Britain, 
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Dundee, North Britain, 

Paiſley, Ditto, 

Helſtone, Cornwall. 

Berwick, County of. 
Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne, County of, 
Oxford, Oxfordſhire. 
Chevening, Kent. 
Graveſend, Ditto, 
Maidſtone, Ditto, 
Rocheſter, Ditto. 
Chatham, Ditto. 
Bromley, Ditto. 
Cardiff, South Wales. 
Woodchurch, Kent. 
Truro, Cornwall, 
Derby, Derbyſhire. 
Litchfield, 2 
Redbridge, Hampſhire, 
Leeds, Yorkſhire, | 
Chicheſter, Hampſhire, 
Liverpool, Lancaſhire, 
Jedburgh, North Britain, 
Sunbury, Middleſex. 
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Kilmarnock, North Britain, 1 
Stranraer, Ditto, 14 
Rowley, Staffordſhire. ih 
Hull, Yorkſhire, ny 
Grantham, Lincolnſhire, ty 
Southampton, Hampſhire. 17 
Kendal, Weſtmorland. "i 
Wooton, Hertfordſhire, +10 
Bromley, Yorkſhire. MY 
orth, Leiceſterſhire, i a 
Banbury, Oxfordſhire. Fr 
Adderbury, Ditto. A 
Tam » Warwickſhire, 15 
Stockport. . 
Warrington. | 365 
Goſport, Hampſhire, by 
N 7% 
lips Norton, Somerſetſhire, 11 
Aſhton-under-Lyne, Lancaſhire, 1 
Coventry. 1 
Tunbridge. wk! 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| Friday, July 5. 


Lord GRENVILLE moved the order of the day for the ſecond 
reading of the Slave · trade limitation Bill. 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE roſe, and 
ſpoke at great length, (A correct copy of His Royal Highneſs's 
Speech will be found in page 501 of this volume.) 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid it was impoſſible for him, ar the 
oppoſition which had been given to this bill, to let the queſtion for 
its going into a Committee be put, without delivering a few ſenti- 
ments in favour of it; and in doing ſo, he would not make an allu- 
fion to any argument which had fallen from an illuſtrious perſonage, 
between whom and him there could be no perſonal n_—_ becauſc 
there was no equality between them. 

Lord ROMNEY called to order. He agreed with the noble 
Secretary of State, that perſonally there was no equality between an 
illuſtrious Prince and any other Member of that Houſe ; there 
could be no equality - perſonal equality between His Royal High- 
neſs and any other Member then in the Houſe, there was none — 
but he always underſtood that His Majeſty having called any per- 
ſon to a ſeat in that Houſe, gave him an equality with any other 
perſonage in it, as to the right of Speaking. He underſtood that 
he had an equal right with that illuſtrious perſonage to deliver his 
His Royal Highneſs had, indeed, dons 
himſelf great credit by the ſpeech he had delivered upon this ſub- 
ject, but the right of ſpeaking was equal in that Houſe, 

Lord GREN VILLE was far from taking it unkindly that his 
noble relation had ſpoken to order. He was clearly 'convinced, 
however, he had infringed upon no rule of order. He queſtioned 
no right of ſpeech in chat Houſe ; he only ſaid, that between His 

Royal Highneſs and himſelf, there could be no debate perſonally, 
' becauſe there was no equality. 
Lord THURLOW—T1 wiſh to have it clearly underſtood, he- 
ther it is the Conſtitution of this Houſe, that we are unequal in 
our rights to ſpeak here. I am one of the loweſt in point of rank. 


I contend not for the ſuperiority of talent, or for any preference, 
for any conſideration whatever; but I claim to be exactly equal, 
not only to the illuſtrious perſonage who has juſt ſpoken, and who 
your Lordfhips have heard with ſo much pleaſure, but alſo with the 
Pcince of Wales, if he were preſent in this Houſe, and acting as 3 
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Peer of Parliament. I know of no difference between Peers of 
Parliament, conſidered in their parliamentary character; and I do 
think that the loweſt in rank in the Houſe is equal to the higheſt, 
while we are debating. If rank or talents created an inequality in 
our rights to ſpeak in this Houſe, the illuſtrious perſonage who has 
juſt ſpoken, would have a higher right than J pretend to have; bur 
I do claim for my humble ſelf an equality with every Prince of the 
Blood, or any other who has a ſeat in this Houſe, to ſpeak my ſen- 
timents. 

Lord GREN VILLE obſerved, that he was not convinced by 
what had fallen from either of the two noble Lords, and therefore 
he would proceed to diſcuſs the preſent queſtion on its own merits 
ſimply, and without referring to any thing that had been ſaid. The 
firſt thing which the Houſe: had to confider was, the nature of the 
preſent bill. Before he came to that point, he would declare gene- 
rally, that no advantage which individuals, or the public, could de- 
rive from the continuance of the ſlave trade between the coaſt of 
Africa and the Weſt Indies, ſhould ever induce him to give it his 
approbation, or to conſider it in any other light than a ſyſtem, not 
only of injuſtice and inhumanity, but of fraud, robbery, and mur- 
der. But ſhocking and deteſtable as that ſyſtem was, it was not the 
object of the preſent bill to do it away; it was to prevent its con- 
tinuance in a particular ſpot, where it was carried on under circum- 
ſtances of aggravation tenfold greater than in any other place. The 
quantity of diſtrict from which the bill went to prohibit the trade, 
was about one third or one fourth of -the whole of the coaſt on 
which the trade was carried on. It could not therefore be contended, 
that the trade would be fo far injured as to ſtop thoſe ſupplies which 
the colonies were ſaid to ſtand in need of; but ſtill leſs could ſueh 
a ition be maintained, after it had appeared in evidence at their 
Lord(hips' bar, that the number of ſlaves annually exported from 
this diſtrict amounted to little more than 3,000, making only one 
twentieth part of all the ſlaves carried away from the coaſt of Africa 
during the courſe of a year in Britiſh ſhips. It was extremely im- 
portant for their Lordſhips to conſider what was the cauſe of this 
comparatively ſmall number. It was proved from the evidence that 
it was owing to the depopulation of the country, in conſequence of 
the numbers of ſlaves that had been carried away this coaſt, 
becauſe it lay nearer to the Weſt Indies than the other coaſts. If 
any noble Lord doubted this depopulation, let him but recollect that 
part of the evidence which ſtated, that the ſhips which ſtopped to'take 
up ſlaves at this coaſt ſpent ſome months longer in completing their 
voyage than the veſſels that went farther off; and that this was 
Vo. IX. | 3 2 
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cauſed by their being obliged to wait ſo long a time before they could 
complete their cargoes. Now with regard to the injury which it 
was ſaid the colonies would ſuſtain from ſtopping the trade on this 
diſtrict, he w ould again call their Lordſhips' attention to the evidence, 


which ſtated, that not one of the 3,000 flaves annually exported 


from this med, were carried to any of our Weſt-India poſſeſſions 
which were the property of Weſt-India merchants; but that they 
were for ſeveral years fold at Demarara, and ſome places on the 
coaſt of America. Therefore, if the Houſe ſhould pats the preſent 
bill, the people in the Weſt Indies would not know, except by re- 
port, that ſuch a law exiſted. It was evident, therefore, that the 
eſtriction from trading on this coaſt could neither injure our colo- 
nies, nor materially affect the perſons immediately concerned in the 
trade. But there were other parties whoſe intereſts deſerved to be 
conſulted as much as thoſe concerned in the Slave Trade, and who, 
if conſidered in a public point of view, ought to receive every degree 
of protection and encouragement which it was in the power of the 
Houſe to grant them. This was the Sierra Leone Company; a 
company which originated from the pureſt principles of philanthropy 
and juſtice, and to attain the ends of which it had made great facti- 
fices; it was a company highly meritorious, and highly deſerving of 
praiſe and encouragement. A Counſel who lately appeared at the 
bar againſt this till, ſpoke in a ſneering manner of this Company, 
and the feeble attempts it had already made in producing any arti- 
cles of trade. But he would atk noble Lords, whether any of thoſe 
colonies, which were now rich and flouriſhing ſtates in America, 
had, in the ſpace of fifty years after their firſt eſtabliſhment, made a 
greater progreſs than the Sierra Leone Company did in the ſpace of 
ſeven years? Was it nothing that this company had imported 
ivory into-Great Britain, and were likely to carry that trade to a 
conſiderable extent? Was it nothing that they had diſcovered a 
dye which could colour a much finer blue than indigo? and when 
indigo and tobacco were firſt cultivated in America, they were 
ſpoken of in Europe with contempt. Was it nothing that the 
Company had cultivated cotton, which promiſed to be very produc- 
tive? But, upon this part of the ſubject, it had been argued by 
Counſel, that 8 cultivation of cotton would injure the planters in 
the Weſt Indies. If any noble Lord ſuffered ſuch an argument to 
weigh with him for a moment, he would inform him, that ſuch was, 
at this moment, the ſcarcity of cotton, that manufacturers could not 
carry on their buſineſs for want of it. In ſhort, the Sierra Leone 
. Company had made efforts that promiſed hereafter to be of the moſt 
eſſential benefit to this country. There was no part of the globe on 
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which it was not poſſible to produce things uſeful for man, and 
ſerviceable to every other country. Africa, which was hithert» 
regarded in no other way, except for the purpoſe of being oppreſſed, 
pillaged, and deſolated, poſſeſſed all theſe natural advantages in 
common with other parts of the world. All that was now re- 
quired of the Houſe was, that it would ſanction a meaſure which 
had for its object, not only the improvement of ſuch advantages 
under the care of this highly valuable body of men he was ſpeaking 
of, but alſo to reſcue from the moſt dreadful calamities a country 
that had long been a prey to rapine and cruelty. Was this eountry 
capable of being improved ? It was. And the negroes were capa- 
ble of civilization. Let any noble Lord, who withed to ſatisfy 
himſelf on the ſubject, read the account of Mr. Park's travels (a 
book which he himſelf had peruſed with great attention) ; and there 
he would find, that thoſe people who lived in the interior of the 
country, were in a ſtate of civilization ; that they cultivated land, 
and that they were capable of practiſing all the ſocial virtues, and all 
thoſe acts of hoſpitality and kindneſs which would do honour to the 
moſt poliſhed ſocieties. Very different, however, was the ſituation 
of the countries bordering on the coaſts. All hiſtory proved, that 


wherever a trade was carried on in ſlaves, that country muſt be in 


a ſtate · of barbariſm. In the firſt or ſeeond page of Thueydides, it 
would be found that at one time all the ſtates of Greece which bor- 
dered on the ſea, were in an uncivilized and ſavage ſtate, becauſe in 
thoſe places a trade had been carried on in ſlaves; and ſuch was 
alſo the caſe with our own iſland at the time the Romans invaded it. 
In like manner, the country which was then the object of diſcuſ- 
ſion, was in the moſt dreadful ſtate, in conſequence of this nefarious 
and bloody .traffic ; in the courſe of which Captains of ſhips had 
fraudulently ſwept away whole families. Some of theſe Captains 
had lately appeared at the bar as witneſſes, (the firſt inſtance he had 
ſeen of perſons ſwearing on a queſtion in which they were intereſted.) 
Four of them ſwore that it was abſolutely neceſſary for ſhips trading 
to the Leeward coaſt to ſtep at the prohibited diſtrict for proviſions, 
and that they had ftopt there. By his directions their log books 
were brought forward on the following day, when. it appeared by 
theſe that they had not ſtopped on this coaſt ; and that, ſo far from 
its being neceffary to ſtop, it appeared that not above one or twe 
ſhips out of one hundred had ſtopped there. He would not expreſs 
what he felt on this occaſion ; but if their Lordſhips, at the time 
theſe men gave their evidence, had been fitting in a judicial inftead 
of a legiſlative capacity, he was confident they would have adopted 
a proceeding different from what they had done. He would men- 
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tion another fact in ſupport of the bill, and to ſhew the peculiar 
cruelty of trading to this coaſt—on account of the length of time 
that elapſed before the ſhips completed their cargoes of ſlaves, a 


mortality to an extraordinary extent always took place amongſt 


theſe unhappy wretches, whoſe fate he would call by no other name 
than that of murder. Such were the deplorable ſcenes which this 
country exhibited—this country, whoſe bleeding wounds the preſent 
bill propoſed to heal. No conſideration of intereſt ſhould induce 
that Houſe for a moment to delay this act of juſtice, if the argu- 
ment of intereſt could be urged with any truth; but it could not; 


for he had proved from facts that had been ſworn to at the bar, 


that the trade whoſe abolition was ſought for, was productive of very 
little intereſt; but of great calamity. After many other obſerva- 


tions, enforced with great ability and eloquence, his Lordſhip con- 


cluded by giving the bill his moſt hearty ſupport. 

Earl of WESTMORLAND thought it his duty to ſtate fairly 
and candidly what his opinion was with regard to the preſent bill, 
In oppoſing it, he conſidered that he was conſulting the beſt intereſts 
not only of the planters and Weſt-India traders, but of that huma- 
nity upon which it was pretended the meaſure was founded. He 
was aſtoniſhed at the means that had been taken to work up the 
Paſſions of their Lordſhips upon this meaſure : for his part, he could 
not diſcover in what reſpe& it could poſſibly ſerve the cauſe of hu- 
manity, were the ſlaves now in the Weſt Indies to be freed? If it 
was againſt all laws, human and divine, as had been ſaid, to carry 
men to the Weſt Indies, by what law were thoſe already, there to be 
detained ? This country's giving up the trade would not induce 
other nations to abandon it; ; it was therefore better to continue it 


under the wiſe regulations which it was ſubjected to in this country, 
than toalloy it to fall into worſe hands. He did not much admire 


that conſcience, which, for the ſake of preventing an act of inhu- 
manity, would leave the unfortunate ſufferers in a ſituation in which 
their miſery would infallibly be increaſed, There was one cir- 
eumſtance he could not help noticing with regard to the penalty of 
the bill. Penalties were laid upon all Britiſh ſubjeRs trading to a 


vertaim diſtrict. Would thoſe penalties extend to Ireland? He be- 


lie ved they would not: and if they did not, the bill was altogether 
nugatory. I twas evident, that if Britiſh ſhips were to be prevented 
from going to any part of the coaſt, the whole of the prohibited 


quarter would be crowded with foreign veſſels. The evil which it 


was ſought to remove would thus be increaſed, and our trade would 
be preatly injured, ab the flaves purchaſed chere would then by oy 
for in foreign inſtead of Bach manufactures, 
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Lord DOUGLAS of Lockleven (Earl of Morton in Scotland) 
oppoſed the bill, becauſe he thought it would not only prove inju- 
rious to the commerce of the country, but ineffectual as to the ob- 
ject it had in view. This was too obvious to be denied; for while 


the trade would be prohibited to Great Britain, it would be left 


, open to every other country. 

Lord HOLLAND declared, that it was impoſſible for him to 
ſit ſilent while the principles of humanity were treated with ſcorn, 
and made the ſubject of jeſts and deriſion. Conſcious of his warmth 
of temper, he did not wiſh to enter at length into the arguments 
which had been urged by ſome noble Lords againſt the bill. He 
ſhould content himſelf with a few curſory obſervations : all the evil 
conſequences which the oppoſers of the bill predicted would enſue 
from its being carried into effect, were a repetition of the arguments 
which had ſo often been advanced, but as often refuted, againſt the 
total abolition of the Slave Trade ; that was a meaſure which, he 
would always maintain, juſtice, humanity and policy demanded ; 
but he had not to argue on that ground at preſent, and would there- 
fore confine himſelf to the preſent meaſure. It had been faid that 
the Weſt India ſlaves were in a better fituation than in their own 
country ; but he could not conceive why we ſhould pretend to de- 
cide what was beſt for an African. He did not believe there was 
any thing in nature which prevented the people of that country from 
judging for themſelves, with regard to their own intereſts. It had 
been proved that they were unwilling to be removed. It was next 
ſaid, that the priſoners taken in war would be killed if they were 
not ſold ; but if there were no means of ſelling them, would the 
petty tyrants*of Africa be ſo anxious to make priſoners, as from Mr. 
Park's book it appeared they were? Our Weſt-India colonies 
were very precarious poſſeſſions. It had been declared by very 


great authority in another place (Mr. Pitt), that unleſs ſome alter- 


ation took place with regard to the Slave Trade, their ſafety would 
be endangered ; and it was ſomewhat remarkable that thoſe who 
ſo implicitly believed His Majeſty's Miniſters upon every other ſub- 


ject, ſhould refuſe to believe them on this. If theſe. poſſeſſions were 


inſecure, would it not be prudent to prepare another market from 
which we might procure the ſame productions? He begged pardon 
for troubling the Houſe thus far. If he had uſed ſome ſtrong ex- 
preſſions, they had been excited by what was ſaid before. He did 


not much admire thoſe who could debate the preſent meaſure with- 


out ſome degree of warmth. It was certainly a ſubject which ke 


could not diſcuſs with the ſame coolneſs as he would a n or 
an Ingeſore Bill. 
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Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul in Scotland) oppoſed the bill, 
Which he conſidered as merely calculated to promote the intereſts of 
one mercantile company at the expence of many others. He alſo 
condemned, in terms of ſeverity, the attempt, by a ſide-wind meaſure 
of this kind, to fritter away a trade, the continuance of which was 
not fairly in argument before their Lordſhips. 

Biſhop of ROCHESTER -ſpoke as follows: — My W I 
Hope I ſhall not treſpaſs too long upon your time, as I mean to 
confine myſelf, as far as the courſe the debate has taken will permit, 
to the narrow limits of the queſtion which is immediately before 
rhe Houſe, the bill upon the table; a ſubject quite diſtin from 
The general queſtion of abolition. Not, my Lords, that my mind 
thrinks from the difficulty and magnitude of that general queſtion. 
"The time, I truſt, is at no great diftance, when I ſhall rife before 
your Lordſhips to arraign the injuſtice and impolicy of that nefarious 
traffic—injuſtice, my Lords, which no conſiderations of policy can 
extenuate— impolicy, equal in degree to the injuſtice. And, my 
Lords, I ſhall not be deterred from going openly into this diſcuſſion, 
from the danger ſuppofed to attend the meaſure, and the very 2gi- 
tation of the queſtion, at this ſeaſon, arifing from the particular 
complexion of the times. I know well, my Lords, that the advo- 
cates for the Slave Trade have long endeavoured to repreſent the 
project of abolition as a branch of Jacobiniſm; with which, my 
Lords, it is no more connected, than it is with the religion of the 
Perfees. My Lords, we who contend for the abolition, proceed 
upon no viſionary notions of equality and impreſeriptible rights of 
men. We ſtrenuouſiy uphold the gradations of civil ſeciety. But 
we do indeed, my Lords, affirm, that thoſe gradations, both ways, 


both aſcending and deſcending, are limited. There is an exorbi- 


tance of power, to which no od King will aſpire ; and there is an 
extreme condition of ſubjection, to which man cannot, without in- 


Juſtice, be degraded. And this, we fay, is the condition of the 


African carried away into ſlavery. But, my Lords, as to any dan- 
ger attending the meaſure of abolition at this particular ſeaſon, I 
mall contend; when that queſtion comes before you, that the danger 
is all on the other fide ; that the preſent. times imperiouſly de- 
mand the abolition - that the continuance of the Slave Trade 


threatens new and increaſed dangers to civil ſociety—and that the 
continuance of it, rather than the abolition, is to be dreaded, as a 
probable means of ſetting a new edge upon the recking knife of 


* Domingo. 


But, my Lords, this Vs not to the preſent purpoſe. The 5 
tion of abolition is not before you. The preſent dill is only to abo- 
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liſh the trade upon a certain portion of that coaſt, on the whole of 
which it is at preſent exerciſed, in order to remove certain obſtacles, 
which the Slave Trade, carried on upon that part of the coaſt, throws 


in the way of the colony of Sierra Leone. My Lords, the part of 


the coaſt upon which the bill prohibits the trade, is deſcribed to be 
that which lies weſt of a line drawn due north from the ſouther- 
moſt part of Cape Palmas. Cape Palmas, your Lordſhips know, 
is a point upon the coaſt of Africa, where the grain-coaſt on the 
weſt, and the tooth-coaſt on the eaſt, meet in an angle. It lies in 
the latitude of 55, at leaſt above 4˙ N. and, as the coaſt is laid down 
by D'Anville, as nearly as may be under the meridian of Gibraltar. 
But according to the new map made by Major Rennell from Mr. 
Park's travels, it lies about two degrees and an half weſt of the me- 
ridian of Gibraltar; and of courſe the line drawn due north from 
this cape, ſtrikes into the ocean again a very little to the north of 
Cape Blanco.“ This bill, therefore, my Lords, goes to prohibit 
the trade completely upon the whole of what is called the Wind- 
ward Coaſt. I believe that the extent of the coaſt which. the bill 
will cut off, was fairly enough ſtated by the witneſſes againſt the 
bill to be three hundred leagues or more, and to make about one 
third of the whole coaſt on which Britiſh ſhips exerciſe the trade. 
But, my Lords, we are not to conclude that this bill, interdicting 
the trade on one third of the whole extent of coaſt, goes to extin- 


The proportion of the trade that will be aboliſhed by this bill, will 


my Lords, though the prohibited diſtri is one third part-of the 
whole, the proportion of ſlaves from this part of the coaſt is ty 
ſmall indeed. 

Mr. Olderman told your Lordſhips, that before the war r it was 
one third part of the whole ; Mr. Branker faid, that it was about 
one fourth part. But now, my Lords, at the preſent it is ſo re- 
duced as to be not more than one twentieth. Mr, Branker ſays, 


of Africa is 56 or 57,000, and that of theſe not more than 4,000 
are taken from the Windward Coaſt ; afterwards I think he came 
down to 3,090, as the number from the Windward Coaſt ; and by 
putting together the evidence {I ſhall not argue over again in detail, 
what has been fo clearly ſtated by the noble Secretary of State,) but 


* Not that Cape Blanco which is 2 conſidered as the 1 
moſt limit of the Britiſh ſlave- trade; but another, much farther to the 


North, upon the coaſt of Fez, and acarly upon the parallel of = iſland 
ot Porto Santo, 


guiſh one third part of the trade—it is no ſuch thing, my Lords. 


be very inconſiderable indeed. I believe, indeed, nothing. For, 


the whole number of ſlaves now exported in a year from the coaſt 


a - — tt — — 
— — A TEL — 2. — I * » S * — dh 4 

| 7 3 — * — - — — — ot — v o « — 2 ,— 
- I at al i — — N 7 4 Ju * =_ — * 2 2 #- 

* — kt. -w 8 E ? * ah 2 12 < 
— * — on X — — — 
* * A I 1 — — = _ * * 

S 23 * 2 


' 
* 
[ 


(4 4 
[ $7 
T2 
* * 
6 | 4 
18 
of * 
bo 
* N X 
0 ef} 
* 
* 


— R 


OI 2 
W 1 YT * 1 
a. aa P = FP 


Ba Ly 
Bd Sa 
— — 2 Þ 


A 4 8 n þ _—y = 
fee uy "Tex-- 7: i F 4 
. 4 5 — w yu * 
- 


amour 
2 


ar 


=_ o FORTS FEOE FN - a 0 
*. 944. ® 


ASS 
— ODE vs 


ER 


"AN 4 


— — 
* 4 
MV IG 2 


Lhd 1 — 
— 


' EC LY 
bd - r EN GP 
— 


- 
— "SS. 
as «at: ad 


7 
| 
oh 
\ 
13 
5 
1 
. 
„ 


D 
% 14) pw 3 


Pp I — — 


N 


— 1 40 
_— 


PIES 


— — — 
rn — 


wy — 
Re 


$40 


PARLIAMENTARY [Lozvs. 


putting all the evidence together, there is no reaſon to think that the 


number now taken from the Windward Coaſt in the year is more 


more than 2,000. 


However, my Lords, I will take it at 3,000, 


the mean between Mr. Branker's greateſt number and my leaſt ; 


and then your Lordſhips fee, the total being, by Mr. Branker's 


evidence, 56 or 57,000, the ſhare of the Windward Coaſt will be 
very nearly one twentieth. 


- One twentieth therefore, my Levis, i is the utmoſt proportion of 


the trade which this bill will aboliſh. But, my Lords, I ſay it 
will not do fo much as that : it will not aboliſh an atom of the 


general trade. 


The witneſſes have aid, that the reduction of the trade upon 
the Windward Coaſt has been owing to the war. I do not be- 


heve it. 

trade of this country with that of other nations, which prove, that 
| the war can have had no ſuch operation. But, my Lords, from 
ſome cauſe or other, and I care not from what, the trade upon the 
_ Windward Coaft has been reduced almoſt to nothing. But, my 
Lords, it appears from the evidence (from the evidence againſt the 
bill, for upon that I build my whole argument,) that, whilſt the trade 


There are many facts, in the compariſon of the ſlave 


has been thus ſinking upon the Windward Coaſt, it has been 
growing upon the Leeward; for the whole annual number of 56 
or 57,000. very greatly exceeds the total of the annual export 
before the reduction on the Windward Coaſt. Now, my Lords, 
fince. I find, in fact, that the reduction upon the Windward Coaſt, 
from whatever cauſe it has procceded, has been accompanied with 
ſuch: an increaſe of the trade in the other part, as has vaſtly over- 
balancad the deficit from that reduction; have I not a right to 


conclude, that any farther diminution which may be produced to 


Windward by this bill, will be more than over-paid by an increaſe 


upon the unprohibited parts, and ſo the total of the trade will re- 


main at leaſt undiminiſhed. My Lords, if this be a juſt eoneluſion, 


and J am ſure it is the juſt and neceſſary conclufion from the evi- 
dence; if any policy (the contrary is-my opinion,) but if any policy 
perſuade the continuance of the trade, there is nothing in this bill 
contrary to ſuch policy; for this bill leaves the trade, in its genera- 


lity, fuch as it finds it. 


My Lords, if any humanity ealls for the —— the trade, 
for ſuch an azgument has been attempted, this bill eramps not the 
generous efforts of that humanity ; for not a ſlave leſs, upon the 
whole, will be taken in the yeir from one part or another of 
Africa. 


My Lords, I heard with j joy and fatisfaQion the ſtatement made 
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by great authority, of the proſperity of the Weſt-India iſlands. I re- 
joice that the empire poſſeſſes ſuch a fund of wealth in that quarter. 
But, my Lords, if the proſperity of the Weſt-India iſlands is at all 
connected with the ſlave trade, if it depends upon the numbers an- 
nually exported from Africa, it will not be in the ſmalleſt degree 
endangered by this bill; by which the ſlave trade will not be 
affected, the numbers will not be abridged : and ſo the Weſt-India 
Planters themſelves ſeem to think, by the perfeQ indifference they 
have ſhewn about this bill. Do your Lordſhips imagine you have 
had the great body of Weſt-India Planters at your bar petitioning 
againſt the bill? No ſuch thing, my Lords. We had ſomething 
like a petition from the ſingle iſland of Jamaica. The gentleman, 
reſiding here in the character of agent for that iſland, preſented a 
petition againſt the bill. A learned counſel appeared for that peti- 
tion at the bar, and he produced witneſſes: and much was I aſto- 
niſhed at the ſort of witnefſes he produced : I was quite puzzled 
with it. Three witneſſes were called; the firſt was a gentleman, 
who told your Lordſhips, he had reſided in Jamaica twenty years; 
he had an eſtate of his own, and he managed ſome other eſtates. 
For his own eſtate he had purchaſed, in the twenty years, 200 
ſlaves in all: and of theſe 200, eleven were purchaſed as ſlaves 
from the Windward Coaſt. But he was cheated in two of them; 
for two of the eleven turned out not to be from the Windward 
Coaſt : he had, therefore, purchaſed in all, in the ſpace of twenty 
years, nine ſlaves from the Windward Coaſt, and no more. - This 
ſeemed to me an extraordinary evidence, to prove the importance 
of the import, from the Windward Coaſt, to the iſland of 
Jamaica. 

The ſecond of the three witneſſes had reſided ſome time in Ja- 
maica, not as a planter, but as a merchant. He had reſided in that | 
part of the iſland, where he had the leaſt opportunity of acquiring 
any knowledge of the import: for he reſided in the north part of 
the iſland. He had been concerned in the ſale of three cargoes, and 
no more. and from what part of the coaſts of Africa the ſlaves, 
ſent to Jamaica, might come, or what proportion might come from 
the Windward Coaſt, he told Jour Lordſhips plainly he knew 
nothing. 

The laſt witneſs of the hate was called only to prove the pre- 
ſent average price of a prime ſlave in the iſland of Jamaica; and 
he was not aſked a fingle queſtion about the import. | 

My Lords, I was very much aſtoniſhed at this ſort of evidence. 
One witneſs proved, that the proportion of Windward ſi wes pur- 
chaſed by him was next to noth ng; a ſecond coald give your 
Vol. IX. | 4 A | 
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| Lordfhips no information at all upon the ſubje& of the import; 
and the third was not called to that point. I very much ſuſpected 
fome myſtery lay at the bottom of this. My Lords, the myſtery was 
foon cleared up, when the log-books were exhibited ; for by them 
it appears, that the ſlaves from the Windward Coaſt, in. general, 
are not carried to Jamaica, but to other iſlands : and one of the 
Nave-captains, when he ſpoke of the preference given to the Wind- 
ward Coaſt flaves, excepted the iſland of Jamaica; where, he ſaid, 
the flaves from Bonney are preferred. My Lords, they are ſo much 
preferred, that the Jamaica planters refuſe the Windward Coaſt 
cargoes. They will not take flaves from the Windward, if they 
can procure thoſe of another part. The ifland of Jamaica, there- 
fore, is not at all intereſted in the event of this bil?, fince the trade, 
which it will cut off, makes no part of the ſupply of that iſland: 
and yet this iſland of Jamaica, which cannot in any way be affeQed 
by the bill, is the only one of the Weſt- India iflands that has peti- 
tioned againſt it. My Lords, I have a right to conclude, that the 
great body of the Weſt-India planters are not adverſe to this bill: 
and if they are not adverſe to it, it muſt be, becauſe they are ſenſi- 
ble that their ſupply will not be diminiſhed by it. 

Then, my Lords, for the good town of Liverpool If the proſ- 
perity of Liverpool depends upon the flave trade, it will not be 
affected by this bill, which will leave the ſlave trade, in its total 
amount, juſt as it found it. 

But your Lordſhips have been told, that this bill, profeſſing only 
to aboliſh the trade within certain limits, in effect will deſtroy the 
whole trade, by the difficuttics which will be laid upon it; for it 
is pretended, that ſhips cannot trade even to the Leeward Coaſt, 
without taking in proviſions upon the Windward Coaft. My 
Lords, the anſwer is very ſhort, and very plain. I ſhall ſtate it 
very briefly, for it has been well ſtated in detail by the noble Secre- 
tary of State. The anſwer is, my Lords, firit, that if the allegation 
were true, that provifions muſt be taken in upon the Windward 
Coaſt, this bill forbids not but that any ſhip may ſtop upon the 

_ Windward Coaft, for the purpoſe of taking in proviſions. But, 
ſecondly, my Lords, the allegation, though made by witneſſes upon 
oath, is falſe — abſolutely falſe, my Lords. The oaths of theſe 
witneſſes are falſified by the depoſition of the log-books. A ſhip's 
log- book, your Lordſhips know, is the authentic record of the oc- 
currences of her voyage, which muſt bear down all other evidence; 

and by the log-books upon the table, or rather by an extract from 

the 1og-books, given in by conſent by the counſel on both ſides, it 

appears, that out of one hundred ſhips, which failed from the port 
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; of Liverpool to the Leeward Coaſt, in the years 1791 and 1797, 
d one ſhip only—yes, my Lords, one ſhip only, out of one hundred, 
s took in proviſions upon the Windward Coaſt. 
n So much for that part of the caſe. 
, Again, it is pretended, that the bill prohibits the trade, in that RE 
e where it may be proſecuted with the greateſt advantage. That the 
1 time of the voyage from the Windward Coaſt to the weſt is ſhorter, 
d, in a very great proportion, than the time of the paſſage from the 
ch Leeward Coaſt; and that in conſequence of the brevity of the 
Iſt voyage, the mortality is leſs, and the ſlaves arrive in better health. 
& This, my Lords, would be a conſideration of great importance, 
e- were it true. But it is all pretence and fiction. My Lords, in 
le, expoſing the falſehood, I ſhall not avail myſelf in argument of the 
d: vile deception, which theſe witneſſes upon oath audaciouſly at- 
ted tempted to practiſe upon this Houſe, by ſmuggling the time of 
ti · the tedious delay upon the Windward Coaſt to collect the cargoes. 
the The cargoes are not collected but in a long time upon the Wind- 
we ward ; upon the Leeward Coaſt, they are completed preſently. 
nſ1- And when the time of detention upon the coaſt is added to the 
time of the Middle Paſſage, the voyage from the Windward turns 
roſ- out to be the longeſt of the two, And if the quickeſt voyages are 
t be the moſt healthy, the voyages from the Leeward, as the noble Se- 
otal cretary of State moſt juſtly argued, ought to be the healthieſt, But, 
my Lords, I wave this ; I will take the comparative length of the 
only voyage (I mean the length in time) as they themſelves have ſtated it; 
| the and, I will ſhew your Lordſhips, that this pretended healthineſs of 
or it the paſſage from the Windward Coaſt is all a fallacy. My Lords, 
oaſt, I afſert—confidently and hardily I make the affertion, and I chal- 
My lenge confutation—let any one who pretends to an underſtanding of 
ite ut the calculations upon which I am about to enter, confute me if he 
dere can—T do aſſert, my Lords, that the very healthieſt of their ſhips 


are nothing better than peſtilential jails! I aſſert, that in the 
healthieſt of their ſhips, upon their ſhorteſt paſſages, the rate of mor- 
tality is enormous! The waſte of human life, prodigious, monſtrous, 
ſhocking to the imagination! This, my Lords, I aſſert; and I 
will prove my aſſertion by their own ſtatements. 

My Lords, Mr. Robert Hume made ſeveral voyages from diffe- 
rent parts of the coaſt of Africa to the Weſt Indies; and he has 
piven his account upon his oath, of the time of each voyage, the 
total of his cargo, and the number of the deaths in each. : 

My Lords, in the year 1792, Mr. Robert Hume made a voyage 
from the Windward Coaſt to Jamaica. He made it in thirty-three 
days. He * upon the coaſt of Africa two hundred and ſixty- 
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five ſlaves, and twenty-three died in the Middle Paſſage. Twenty- 
three, my Lords, out of two hundred and fixty-five, in thirty-three 
days ; thirty-three days are, as nearly as may be, one-eleventh of a 
year; and eleven times twenty-three, is two hundred and fifty. 
three : and this would have been his loſs by death, had the paſſage 
laſted a whole year : two hundred and fifty-three out of two hun- 
dred and ſixty- five, the man would have loſt within a very * of 
his whole cargo. 

Now, my Lords, your Lordſhips know, that the importation of 
ſlaves above the age of twenty-five is prohibited, in the Weſt Indies, 
by the Colonial Laws. I muſt therefore aſſume, that this cargo of 
Mr. Robert Hume's, and other cargoes, which I ſhall have occaſion 
to mention, was compoſed of perſons not above the age of twenty- 
five years. My Lords, in this town of London, the rate of morta- 
lity, by the moſt approved tables which all calculators uſe, at the 


age of twenty-five, is not more than ſeventeen in one thouſand in the 


year. Out of 1,000 perſons living, of the age of 25, 17 and no 
more die in the town of London in a year. In Mr. Hume's ſhip 
253, my Lords, out of 265.* 

My Lords, in the year 1795, Mr. Robert Hume made a voyage 
from the Gold Coaſt to St. Vincent's. The mortality was nothing 
like that of the former voyage : and this is one curious inſtance, in 
confirmation of what was argued by the noble Secretary of State, 
that, when the depoſitions of thefe gentlemen are properly corrected, 
by ſupplying material circumſtances which they, witneſſes upon oath, 
concealed, the voyages from the Leeward Coaſt turn out to be the 
healthieſt. - So it was, my Lords, upon the compariſon of theſe two 
voyages of Mr. Hume ; his voyage to Jamaica in 1792, and this 
voyage to St. Vincent's in 1795: the latter, though from the Lee- 
ward Coaſt, was far the healthieſt : and yet, even in this healthier 
voyage, the rate of mortality was enormous. The cargo conſiſted 


of 215 ſlaves; the veſſel was 7 weeks and 4 days in her paſſage; 
and the deaths in that time, Mr. Hume ſaid, were 3or 4: 3 or 4 


died out of 215, in 7 weeks and 4 days; 7 weeks and 4 days 
make about one- ſeventh of the whole year; and 7 times 3 or 41s 21 
or 28. The mean, in round numbers, is 24: 24 therefore would 
have died out of the 215, if the-ſhip had been the whole year upon 


the Middle Paſſage: 24 therefore out of 215 f was the rate of 


* Which would be gg out of 1,000, The mortality therefore of this 
ſhip was to the mortality of Lon on as 955 to 17; that is, rather more 
than as 56 to 1, 

+ 24 out of 215 is at the rate of 111 out of 1,000. Therefore the mor- 
tality of this ſhip was to that of London (at the aſſumed age of 25) ag 111 
to 17, or as 61 to 1 nearly. | 
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mortality in this ſhip; the rate at London, for perſons of the like 
age, being only 17 in 1000. 

In the year 1796 Mr. Hume made a voyage from Cape Mount 
to Jamaica in 31 days. His whole cargo was 230, of which 1 only 
died in the Middle Paſſage : 1 out of 230 in 31 days. Again, my 
Lords, an enormous rate of mortality. Take the 31 days as a 
month. Then 12 out of 230 in the year, was the rate of mor- 
tality in this ſhip, inſtead of 17 out of 1,000, the London rate.“ 

I ſhall trouble your Lordſhips but with one inſtance more, and 
that ſhall be the inſtance of the ſhip Plumper of Liverpool. Your 
Lordfhips are already well acquainted with the ſtory of the Plumper. 
Your Lordſhips will recollet—it is in evidence—that there is a 
great peculiarity in the negro conſtitution ; that it is particularly 
conducive to the health of the negro to be cloſe ſhut up in foul air. 
This is death to us white men, as we know by the experiment of 
the Black Hole, and other tragical inſtances. But for your negro, 
it is the reverſe. Keep him but hot enough, he will always do 
well; and the better, the more you try to ſtifle him. Now, my 
Lords, the good ſhip Plumper was built upon this very principle ; 
and the extraordinary healthineſs of her voyage was alledged as a 
fact, to evince the folly of the regulations we have made, to pre- 
vent the negro from being poiſoned in the Middle Paſſage, as we 
idly fear, in the ſteams of his own perſon. In the Plumper, care 
was taken, that the ſlaves ſhould have no room to ſtir, or breathe.” 
She was a fingle decked ſhip ; and the height in the hold was no 
more than two \ fect ſeven inches. In this veſſel 140 ſlaves were 
ſtowed ; and of theſe there died in the paſſage only two. Two 
out of 140. 

The time of the. paſſage is not ſtated in Mr, Cox's account. 
But it appears that the veſſel was ſmall, I think not excceding 84 
tons burden. But J am ſure under 90 tons. Theſe ſmall veſſels, 
your Lordſhips know, are not employed in the Leeward: coaſt 
trade; they are ſent only to the Windward coaſt. I have a right 
therefore to aſſume, that this ſmall veſſel ſlaved upon the Wind- 
ward coaſt, And I ſhall deal very fairly by her, if I allew for 
the time of her Middle a what has been ſtated by the witneſſes 


ri out of 230 is at the rate of 5 2 8 out of 1. co%ο. Therefore the 


mortality of tais ſhip was to that of London as 52 to 17, that is rather more 
than 3 to 1, 


+ This is a paper given in at the bar, as part of the evidence for the pe- 


titions againſt the Slave-Carrying Bill, and is to be found in the printed 
minutes of that evidence, n 


+ Eighty- four was the tonnage, 
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to be the average time of the Middle Paſſage from the Windward 
coaft to the Weſt Indies. 

Now, my Lords, one of the witneſſes, Mr. John Olderman, an 
experienced flave-captain, has told you, that the paſſage from the 
Ifle de Los to Barbadoes, is made in twenty-one or eighteen days. 
From the river Gambia to Barbadoes, in fifteen days. By the ave- 
rage of the paſſage from the Windward coaſt to the Weſt Indies, 


he ftates at thirty days. 


Allowing therefore this average time, 


thirty days, to the ſhip Plumper, for her Middle Paſſage, it was in 


thirty days that two of her flaves died out of 140. 
days, or one month, is twenty-four in the whole year. 


Tvo in thirty 


T wenty- 


four, therefore, out of 140 in the year, was the rate of mortality in 
this ſhip, inſtead of ſeventeen out of 1,000, the London rate.* 
Part of this exceſſive mortality is, I doubt not, to be aſcribed to 
the proviſion that was made, in the conſtruction of the veſſel, to 
fecure to the negroes the full advantage of the want of air. But 
upon this circumſtance I lay no ſtreſs - I maintain, that when the 
rate of mortality is examined upon true principles, it is ſo enormous, 
in the very beſt of their veſſels, that when we talk of an healthy 


flave-ſhip, we talk of a nonentity. 


There is no ſuch thing. And 


no certain proportion can be found between the comparative healthi- 
neſs of one voyage and another. But making the beſt compariſon 
we can, and taking into the account the numbers that die in the 
Windward trade, before they quit the coaſt, the reſult would be in 
favour of the Leeward. 
My Lords, with reſpe& to the reduction that has taken place in 
the export from the Windward Coaſt, the witnefſes pronounce, 


that the war is the cauſe of it. 


And they ſay, that ſome time or 
other, though in what future year of our Lord they cannot tell, a 
peace will come; and when the peace comes, the trade upon the 


Windward Coaſt, if this bill ſhould not paſs into a law, will revive. 


My Lords, I ſay, that at beſt this is but prophecy. And we have 
had abundant experience, that when theſe gentlemen pretend to pro- 
phecy, their predictions are generally falſified by the event. But, 
I fay, that without any revival of the trade upon the Windward, 
which I hope and truſt will never be, we have the higheſt reaſon to 
believe, that the deficit, apprehended from the prohibitions of this 
bi I, will be more than made up by the growth of the trade on the 
remaining part of the coaſt. Now, my Lords, fince the diminu- 
tion of the trade upon the whole, by the operation of this bill, will 


* Twenty-four out of 140 ĩs rather more than 171 out of 1,000, The 
mortality of this ſhip, therefore, was to that of London as 171 to 17, that 


is more than as 10 to 1, 


* 
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be nothing, — ſinee neither the intereſts of the ſlave trade itſelf, nor 
the ſupply of the Weſt Iſlands, nor the trade of Liverpool, can poſ- 
ſibly be affeQed by this no-diminution ; fince the inconveniences, 
apprehended from the propoſed limitation, by reaſon of the neceſſity 
of touching at the Windward Coaſt for proviſions—fince the greater 
length of the Middle Paſſage from the Leeward Coaſt - the greater 
unhealthineſs of the voyage — ſince all this is mere pretence, falſe- 
hood, fiction, and delufion ; I aſk your Lordſhips, whether the 
objects of the Sierra Leone Company are not ſuch, as in ſome degree 
merit your attention ? 

The grand object of the Sierra Leone Company is to eſtabliſh a 
fair, friendly commerce, with the Africans ; and, by that means, to 
ſpread the light of knowledge, divine and human, in that country, 
and gradually to forward its civilization. That theſe objects cannot 
be obtained, while the flave trade is carried on in the neighbourhood 
of the colony, is manifeſt. By excluding the ſlave trade from that 
neighbourhood, the trade itſelf will ſuffer nothing ; the benevolent 
deſigns of the Sierra Leone Company will be forwarded. Much 
pains have been uſed, my Lords, to make this colony contemptible, 
from the low ſtate of their finances, the narrow extent of their 
trade, and the little progreſs they have hitherto made, in their 
great project of inſtructing and. civilizing Africa. But, my Lords, 
when I conſider the difficulties the Sierra Leone Colony has had to 
ſtruggle with, my wonder is, not that it is not more flouriſhing, but 
that it exiſts at this moment : not that its progreſs is ſo ſmall, but 
that it ſhould be any thing. All infant colonies have difficulties ; 
but the difficulties of this colony have been unuſually great ; the 
dreadful ſickneſs, which in the firſt year ſwept off ſo many of the 
firſt ſettlers ; the deſtruction and pillage of their town by the French; 
but, moſt of all, my Lords, the untoward materials they had to work 
upon, in the formation of the colony itſelf. The firſt coloniſts were 
the blacks from Nova Scotia. Theſe were a ſet of people of the 
very worſt diſpoſitions ; averſe to labour; debauched ; refraQory ; 
untractable. My Lords, it is no ſmall argument of the good effects 
that may be expected from this colony, that theſe are now, by the 
good management of the Company, quite an altered race ; ſober, 
induſtrious, orderly. But, my Lords, we have till a ſtronger ar- 
gument of what this colony may do, in the change for the better, 
which, in ſome ſmall degree, has taken place in the mariners of the 
flave traders in their neighbourhood. My Lords, it is eaſy to 
underftand, that your ſlave- trader muſt be an animal more difficult 
to tame than the mere ſavage. The ſlave- trader is ſomething very 
different from the ſavage man; he is the man barbariſed: not untauglit 
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like the ſavage; but acquainted with civil life, and with powers of 
intellect conſiderably improved, he uſes his improved intellect only 
to be the ſlave of his avarice, and to overpower all thoſe generous 
ſympathies of our nature which might be abſtacles to its purſuits, 
He has eradicated, in his own boſom, all the virtuous feelings of the 
ſavage. He has imbibed all that is evil in the policy of civil life. 
Yet the Sierra Leone Company has ſucceeded in ſomewhat ſoftening 
the loathſome aſperity of the manners of theſe barbarians. 

But, my Lords, there remains one principal argument brought 
againſt the bill, of which J have not yet taken notice. However in- 
conſiderable the number of the ſlaves may be, of which it will deprive 
the trade, it is ſaid, the bill will deprive it of its beſt ſlaves. And 
in this reſpect the loſs, however it may. be made up in point of num- 
ber, in value cannot be compenſated by the ſupply from other parts : 
for, with the exception of ſome taken from the Gold Coaſt, the 
" flaves procured upon the Windward Coaſt, the witneſſes ſay, are 

the very beſt of all. And why are they the beſt, my Lords ? They 
are the beſt, not only becauſe they are the healthieſt and the ſtrongeſt, 
but becauſe they are the fitteſt for field labour; they are the moſt 
traQable, docile, and ſubmiſſive : they are eaſily trained to many 
arts of the buſineſs of a ſhip : they eaſily learn the uſe of ſmall arms, 
and to work the great guns with ſo much dexterity, that two of the 


flave captains have told your Lordſhips they have fought their ſhips | 


with cargoes of theſe ſlaves : one of the two, in 1796, commander 
of the Jemmy, of Liverpool, with only eight white men aboard, but 
with 219 ſlaves from Cape Mount, engaged a French privateer, and 
beat her off; the other, in 1779, his ſhip's company being 42 
whites, with 150 Windward Coaſt ſlaves in arms, chaſed a large 
French privateer into Aux Cayes, in St. Domingo, when another 
ſhip of the enemy, of equal force, lay a few miles to leeward. My 
Lords, while theſe Africans were upon military duty, they were 
permitted to aſſume the appearance of men, and of ſoldiers. They 
- were armed, and dreſſed like the other men. What became of 
them, my Lords, when the ſervice was performed? My Lords, they 
were diveſted of the arms which they had ſo bravely uſed, in defence 
of the ſhips of this country againſt the King's enemies. They were 
diveſted of their cloathing ; they were ſtripped ſtark naked, my 
Lords, theſe men who had ſaved our veſſels from the enemy; they 
were expoſed to ſale, naked ſlaves, in the ſlave-· markets of the Welt 
Indies! My Lords, what were your feclings, when this ſhameful 
tale was told? —I will tell your Lordſhips, what my feelings were 
what they are at this moment. I would rather have been one of the 
Africans, which were ſo ſold, than either of the Britiſh ſiave- captains 


Jory 5] DEBATES, 549 


(1 lament, my Lords, that I muſt call them Britons) who ſold their 
valiant comrades in arms. 

But, my Lords, the circumſtanee to which I would pins 
direct your attention is this: this fitnefs for field labour, this tracta- 
bility, this docility of diſpoſition, theſe, wherever they are found, are 
certain marks of at leaſt incipient civilization, and the Windward 
Coaſt flaves, in whom theſe marks of incipient civilization, by the teſ- 
timony of theſe witneſſes, appear, are, for that reaſon, the very perſons 
whom the ſlave-trade,” upon its own principles, ought to ſpare. My 
Lords, when the flave trade attempts to defend itſelf, as it does, upon 
the ground of humanity, it is upon this pretence that the natives of 
Africa are in that tate of barbariſm from which it is impoſſible they 
ſhould ever ſpontaneouſly emerge : they pretend therefore, that it is 
charity to theſe people to tear them from their native ſoil, and tran- 
ſport them to thofe Hefperides of the blacks, where their condition, 
though bad enough, will yet be ſomething better, in ſome ſmall degree 
nearer to that of civil life, than it ever could be, if they remained in 
their own country, My Lords, if the affumption be true, I know 
not that the conclufion would be juſt. My Lords, a learned 
counſel at the bar took upon him to argue the policy of public mea- 
fures. He took upon him to inſtruct your Lordſhips in your legiſ- 
lative duty. He admoniſhed your Lordfhips to beware how you 
would attempt to alter by force the moral and political ſtate of man. 
My Lords, I agree with the learned counſel in the general maxim. 
The moral and political ſtate of man is ordered by Providence ; 
and any attempt of man forcibly to alter and amend it, is a pre- 
ſumptuous interference in a matter that belongs to Providence. 
But, my Lords, upon the flave trade I charge the guilt of that pre- 
ſumption. If the natives of Africa are in that abje& ſtate of 
barbariſm, which the ſlave-merchants alledge, I ſay that Providence 
has placed them in it. And what has the ſlave trade to do with his 
diſpenſations? Whatever the preſent condition of theſe Africans 
may be, I am confident that the merciful God, who has caſt their 
preſent lot ſo low, will, in his own good time, without- the inter- 
ference of the ſlave trade, raife them to the full ſtate and dignity of, 
man. Let the flave trade leave the work to him; it is no concern 
of theirs. But if the plea that they ſet up were better than it is, as 
applied to Africa in general, their argument fails them on the Wind- 
ward Coaſt. The ſlaves procured there are not in the ate of hope- 
leſs barbariſm they deſcribe. By their own ſhewing, among theſe 
people, the work of civilization is begun: and think, my Lords, how 
far, over what a length of country, this incipient civilization muſt 
extend. The ſlaves, procured upon this windward coaſt, arc not the 
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natives of the coaſt itſelf ;, they are brought down from remote parts of 
the interior country. The witneſſes have told your Lordſhips, that 
theſe people reckon their time by moons, and deſcribe the time that 
they are travelling to the coaſt as 5, 6, 7, and ſometimes 8 moons : 
and the witneſſes gueſs, that their rate of travelling may be 1 5 miles 
per day. I will take 6 moons as the time of the journey, and I will 
ſuppoſe they travel only 1 2 miles per day: 12 miles per day, for 6 
months together, makes a journey of 2,124 Britiſh miles: and fo 
many Britiſh miles, upon the parallel of the middle latitude of the 
Windward Coaſt, make 31 degrees and a half of longitude ; and 31 
degrees of longitude, eaſtward from the middle of the Windward 
Coaſt, carry us into the very heart of Africa, in the broadeſt part : 
and throughout this long tract of country, the natives, by the evidence 
of the witneſſes themſelves, bear the marks of incipient civilization. 
But, my Lords, by the relation of Mr. Park, on which J rely more 
than on the united teſtimony of all theſe witneſſes, through the whole 
extent of this country, civilization is much more than incipient. 
Through this very country the line of Mr. Park's journey lay. And, 
my Lords, you cannot travel half a day with Mr. Park, in the whole 
rout from Piſania to the very extremity of that ling, but you find all 
the way the pleaſing veſtiges of a civilization that has already made 
ſome progreſs, and is heightening every ſtep you go the farther you 
get in-land from the coaſt ; that is, the farther you recede from the 


| ſage, on which the flave trade perpetrates its horrors. 


My Lords, Mr. Park not only ſpeaks in general terms of the 
growing civilization 'of theſe people, but he mentions many particu- 
lars, from which your Lordſhips may form your own judgment. 
My Lords, he thus deſcribes the dreſs of the Mandingoes : ** Both 
ſexcs dreſs in cotton cloth of their own manufacture; the men 
wear a looſe frock with drawers half way down the leg ſandels on 
their feet—white cotton caps on their heads: the women, a petti- 
coat of the ſame material, with a ſort of mantle caſt over the ſhould- 
ers.” My Lords, is this the dreſs of ſavages? Is there not cvi- 
dently a degree of elegance and neatneſs in it ? 

Speaking of their manners, he ſays they are induſtrious in 
agriculture and paſturage ; they manufacture cotton cloths and co- 
loured leathers ; they ſmelt iron; they ſmelt iron gold ; they draw 
gold wire, of which they form various ornaments.” My Lords, 
are theſe the occupations of barbarians ? 

My Lards, they are not deſtitute of moral principle. The firſt 
leſſon, ſays Mr. Parke, a Mandingo woman teaches her child, is 
the praQice of truth. The lamentation of a miſerable mother over 
her ſon, murdered by a Mooriſh banditti, was, that in the courſe of 
his blameleſs life, © her boy had never told a lie; no, never.“ 


firſt 


ver 
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Towards ſtrangers, he ſays, they are of a mild and obliging diſpo- 
ſition. Having mentioned their habit of pilfering (which although 


a mark of imperfect civilization, your Lordſhips are too well read 


in hiſtory not to know is no mark of barbariſm,) he adds, ** to 
counterbalance this depravity in their nation, it is impoſſible for me 
to forget the diſintereſted charity and tender ſolicitude with which 
theſe poor heathens ſympathiſed with me in my ſufferings, relieved 


my diſtreſſes, and contributed to my ſafety.” 


In ſo free and kind 


a manner (ſpeaking of the women in particular,) my Lords, there 
is nothing in this to provoke the laugh of levity. Mr. Parke's is 
a fimple, but a ſerious, ſober narrative—the freedom of which he 
ſpeaks was not the freedom of wantonneſs —as thoſe who laugh 


muſt be ſuppoſed to underſtand it In fo free and kind a manner 


did they, the women, contribute to my relief, that if I was dry, I 
drank the ſweeteſt draught ; if hungry, I ate the coarſeſt morſel, 
with a double reliſh.” Then, my Lords, of their domeſtic attach- 
ments and affections among themſelves, he gives many ſtriking in- 
ſtances. Your Lordſhips, I am fure, muſt recolle& the affecting 
ſtory of the return of the Blackſmith of Kaſſon to his native village. 
(By the way, my Lords, I muſt aſk, is this a character of ſavage 
manners, that a young man goes from his home to a diſtinct country 
to find profitable employment in a trade ?) But the ſtory of the re- 
turn, my Lords, after an abſence of ſome years! His brother meets 
him on the road, and brings out a ſinging man to ſing him into the 
village. He brings a horſe to mount him upon, that he may enter 
the town in a reſpectable manner. At the entrance of the village, 
his arrival is weleomed by a concourſe of the people. His mother, 
blind with age, ſupporting her tottering ſteps upon her ſtaff, is 
led out to meet him. The crowd reſpectfully make way for her. 
She ſhews | the ftrongeſt emotions of joy and maternal afteQion, 
when ſhe is ſatisfied, by feeling his perſon with her hands, that he 
is indeed her very ſon. Mr. Park concludes the intereſting narra- 
tive with this remark, that © from this interview he was fully con- 
vinced, that whatever difference there is between the negro and the 
European, in the formation of the noſe, and the colour of the ſkin, 
there is none in the genuine ſympathies and charaQercſtic feeling of 
our common nature.” "Theſe, my Lords, are the people which the 
ſlave trade, in defiance of its own principles, makes its victims on 
the Windward Coaſt ; becauſe, forſooth, they are the beſt of ſlaves! 
Their civilization is already. i in its progreſs, and needs not the aſſiſt- 


ance of the ſlave trade. 1 


My Lords, ſhall I be told, imagine what civility you pleaſe, 
ſlavery is the birth-right of the African? And we remove bim 
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only from flavery in one place to ſlavery in another? My Lords 


lavery is a word of very large indefinite meaning, comprehending a 


variety of conditions, in fact very different from one another, under 


a common name. My Lords, I believe it really is the caſe— the 
thing is fo repreſented by two travellers of great credit; by Mr. 


Watt, who not long ſince made his way from Sierra Leone into the 


Foolah Country; and juſt now by Mr. Park, who has penetrated 
much farther. I admit that it is the caſe, that in that part of 
Africa, of which I have been ſpeaking, not more than one-fourth 
part of the inhabitants are of free condition ; the other three-fourths 
are ſlaves. But, my Lords, of what fort is the African ſlavery in 
Africa? My Lords, it ſeems at this moment perfectly analogous 
to the ſlavery of the heroic and the Patriarchal ages—when the 
ſlave and the free-born lived ſo much upon a-footing, that you could 
bardly diſtinguiſh the one from the other—when the Princeſs Nau- 
ficaa took a part in the labour of her female ſlaves ; and the ſlave 
girls, when the common taſk was finiſhed, were the playmates of 
the princeſs—when Abraham's confidential flave, ſent to chooſe a 
wife for her maſter's eldeſt ſon, found the lady deſigned by Provi- 
dence to be joined i in marriage to ſo great a man as Iſaac, in the labo- 
rious office of drawing water for her father's cattle : and the ſlave 
of. Abraham, that came upon this happy errand, was received by the 
parents of the bride, with all the reſpect and hoſpitality with which 
they could have received his maſter. My Lords, the indigenous 
ſlavery of Africa is of this kind. The witnefles have told you, 
that perſons not well acquainted with the country would miſtake the 
dameſtic ſlaves for free perſons. There is no external diſtinction; 
they are dreſſed alike ; they are fed alike ; they are lodged alike ; 
and thev. are all employed alike. The flave is not treated with 
rigour, nor puniſhed with leverity, The maſter cannot legally ſell 


his domeſtic ſlave, unleſs for crime, and with the conſent and approba- 


tion of the family. This is the deſcription which your Lordſhips have 


received of the African ſlavery, from the witneſſes examined at your 


bar, upon the preſent occaſion. It is the ſame, in ſubſtance, as was 
given ſome years fince by different perſons examined, before the 
Houſe of Commons: and it is confirmed by the relations of Mr. 
Watt and Mr. Pack. My Lords, it is abſurd to compare this fort 
of ſlavery with that to which the ſlave trade conſigns the African. No 
two things can be more unlike. They agree in nothing but the name. 
My Lords, I have treſpaſſed much longer than I thought to do 
upon the indulgence- of the Houſe : and I could with to abſtain 
entirely, as I at firit propoſed, from every thing relating to the 
ſubject of general abolition, without any immediate bearing upon the 
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particular queſtion of this bill. But, my Lords, an argument was 
ſet up at the bar, and applied to the preſent bill, though, in my judg- 
ment, it more belonged to the general queſtion, of ſuch a fort, that 


it might not become the holy robe I wear, were I to let it paſs un- 


noticed. | 

My Lords, the learned counſel, who replied to the ſumming up 
of the learned counſel for the Sierra Leone Company, ſaid, that if 
the ſlave trade were the wicked ſinful thing-which thoſe who would 
aboliſh it conceive it to be, it is very ſtrange there ſhould be no 
prohibition, no reprobation of ſlavery in the Holy Scriptures, either 
of the Old or New "Teſtament. The learned counſel evidently 


wiſhed your Lordſhips to conclude, that the ſlave trade is, at leaſt, 


not condemned, if not ſanctioned by religion. My Lords, that 
learned counſcl has ſtudied his law-books with more critical accu- 
racy than his Bible, or he never would have been the great and able 
lawyer that he is. He would have been no better lawyer than he i 15 
divine; that is to ſay, he would have been a very bad one. 

My Lords, the ſentiments of a right reverend Prelate have been 
cited in this night's debate, while he lived a dear and valuable friend 
of mine (Dr. Samuel Halifax, Biſhop of Glouceſter, and afterwards 
of St. Aſaph, ) as if they, in ſome degree, had coincided with thoſe of 
the learned counſel upon the ſubject. True it is, that about the time 
when the queſtion of abolition firſt began to be agitated, the right 
reverend prelate let fall ſomething in a ſermon, about a danger, 
which he apprehended might ariſe from exciting the public mind 
upon the ſubject of the ſlave trade, while it was protected by the 
laws, and while the matter was under the examination of the Privy 


Council. I confeſs that I never ſaw that danger: and I am con- 


fident, were the right reverend prelate among us now, his ſentiments 
upon the ſcriptural part of the argument would not be very different 
from mine. Be that as it may, I am confident, that in what I am 
about to deliver upon that ſubject, I ſhall have the concurrence of 
my right reverend brethren near me. / 

My Lords, I do certainly admit, that there is no prohibition of 
flavery in the Bible, in explicit terms, ſuch as theſe would be, 
Thou ſhalt not have a flave;” or, © Thou ſhalt not hold any 
one in ſlavery.” There is no explicit reprobation of ſlavery by 
name. My Lords, if I were to ſay that there was no accafion for 
any ſuch prohibition, or reprobation, becauſe ſlavery is condemned 
by ſomething anterior, either to the Chriſtian or the Moſaic Diſpen- 
ation, I could ſupport the aſſertion by grave authorities - not the 
authorities of the new-faſhioned advocates of the Rights of Men— 
not ſuch authorities as Vattel, or Tom Payne. My Lords, what 
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is the definition of ſlavery in the Imperial Inſtitutes ? © Servitus 


« ff eonflitutio Juris Gentium, qud quis dominio aliens contra NVatu- 
« ram ſubjicitur-. And they are called ſlaves, Servi, becauſe com- 
manders were accuſtomed to fell priſoners of war, and to fave, 
ſervare, thoſe who otherwiſe would have been ſlain : and what is 
the comment of Vinius upon theſe paragraphs? That among 
Chriſtians this inſtitution of the Law of Nations is not in uſe, be- 
cauſe The law of charity has taught Chriſtians, that captives are 
not to become the ſlaves of the captors ; that they ought not to be 
« fold; ought not to be compelled to hard labour, nor to ſubmit to 

44 many other things in the ſervile condition.” x 
But, my Lords, in truth it would be very extraordinary if the 
Bible contained any ſuch prohibition, or reprobation, of ſlavery in 
terms, as the learned counſel ſeems to have ſearched for in it, and 
has ſearched for in vain. My Lords, the Chriſtian religion is an 
inſtitution not adapted to any particular nation, to any one age, or to 
any particular form of Government : it is univerſal for all nations, 
for all apes, for all forms of Government, without exception: it there- 
fore enjoins nothing, and prohibits nothing, but what is univerſally 
praQicable or univerſally omifſable. Now, my Lords, ſlavery, though 
© certainly contrary to the nature of man in its perfeQion, yet is one 
of thoſe things which, in the preſent depraved ſtate of human nature, 
will in point of fact; ſlavery, though not in its worſt forms, but 
in ſome form or another, will, in fact, always exiſt among the 
ſons of men: it will, perhaps, always be a part, though a bad part, 
of the actual condition of the human race. Now, my Lords, the 
Chriſtian religion, and revealed religion generally, is very cautious 
how it diſturbs the peace of the world by ſudden and violent emen- 
dations of the political and moral ſtate of man; it gives out general 
principles, which will work an amendment by degrees, and truſts 
for the eradication of moral evil, to the ſlow and ſilent operation of 
thoſe general principles. But, my Lords, if you will conclude, 
that whatever is not expreſsly prohibited, or reprobated, in the Holy 
Scriptures, is fanQioned by them, the inference will be extravagant 
and dangerous. My Lords, the Sacred Hiſtory records, without any 
expreſſion of diſapprobation, the ſeverities exerciſed by King David 
upon the vanquiſhed Ammonites, when he put them under axes, 
and ſaws of iron, and harrows of iron, and made them pals 
through the brick-kilns. Would your Lordſhips allow it to be 2 
Juſt inference, that religion ſanctions generally ſuch treatment of 
conquered enemies? Becauſe the Chriſtian religion poſitively en- 
; Joins, as it does enjoin moſt poſitively, the ſubmiſſion of the in- 
vidual to the exiſting government, be it what it may, or in what 
2 
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8. 
hands it may, would your Lordſhips infer, that the Chriſtian 
Us religion gives its ſanction to the injuſtice and oppreſſions of Nero 
” and Caligula? Yet, my Lords, to all this the argument goes, if 
5 from the no- condemnation of any thing in Holy Writ we are to 
5 conclude the approbation of it, and by conſequence the innocency 
1 of the practice. 
ng But, my Lords, in truth, I may wave all this. I might concede, 
9 if the thing were true, without prejudice to the cauſe of abolition, 
that religion even approves the condition of ſlavery. My Lords, 


the queſtion of abolition has nothing to do with the queſtion, 
whether the condition of ſlavery be allowed or forbidden by religion? 
Whether it be conſiſtent with natural juſtice, or contrary to it? 
Upon the queſtion of abolition, thoſe who take contrary ſides are 
not at iſſue about the right or wrong of the condition of ſlavery — 


the 
in 


and But we are at iſſue about the right or the wrong of certain modes, 
Sam or means, that are uſed of reducing men to that condition. Are 
r to the means, which the ſlave trade employs for that purpoſe, right or 
ons, 


wrong? Now, my Lords, I do affirm, that although the learned 
_ counſel knew not where to find it, poſitively I affirm, that the 
ſally New Teſtament contains an expreſs reprobation in terms, an ex- 


ugh preſs prohibition of the ſlave trade by name, as ſinful in a very 
os high degree. | 
ture, The Apoſtle St. Paul, my Lords, in the firſt of his epiſtles to St. 
dut Timothy — My Lords, the Bible is to be treated in this Houſe with 
the reverence — If I find occaſion in argument, upon a ſubject like the 
Part, preſent, to quote particular texts, any noble Lord who may think 
, ws proper to receive ſuch quotations with a laugh muſt expect that 1 
2t10Us call him to order. —I was ſaying, my Lords, that St. Paul, in the 
men- firſt of his epiſtles to St. Timothy, having ſpoken of perſons that 
eneral were © lawleſs and difobedient, ungodly, ſinners, unholy and pro- 
truſts e fane,” proceeds to ſpecify and diſtinguiſh the ſeveral characters 
jon of and deſcriptions of men, to which he applies thoſe very general 
clude, epithets ; and they are theſe, © murtherers' of fathers, murtherers 
Hoh * of mothers, man- ſlayers, they that defile themſelves with man- 
m_ kind, men- ſtealers. Man-ſtealing, your Lordſhips ſee, is 
Ju 


; placed by the Apoſtle in the ſcale of crime, next after parricide, 
David homicide, and ſodomy. Now, what is man-ſtealing, my Lords? 
7 AXES) ls it not kidnapping and panyaring? Your Lordſhips then cannc 
n pals doubt that this text condemns and prohibits the ſlave trade in one, 


to w i leaſt, of its moſt productive modes. But, my Lords, I go 
- : farther : T maintain that this text, rightly interpreted, condemns and 
ply en 


3 prohibits the ſlave trade generally in all its modes; it ranks the 
tne | | 


| llave trade in the deſcending ſcale of crime, next after parricide, 
n what homes | 
omicide, and ſodomy. 
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The original word, for which the Engliſh Bible gives, © men- 
ſealers,” is ardparodicns. Our tranflators have taken the word 
in the reſtricted ſenſe, which it bears in the Attic Law; in which the 


diy dpd was a criminal proſecution for the ſpecific 
crime of kidnapping, the penalty of which was death. But your 
Lordſhips know, that the phraſeology of the Holy Scriptures, eſpe- 
cially in the preceptive part, is a popular phraſeology: and my 
noble and learned friend, oppoſite to me, very well knows, that 
av0eanodicns, in its popular ſenſe, is a perſon who“ deals in men,” 
literally, a ſlave-trader; that is the Engliſh word, literally and ex- 
actly correſponding to the Greek.“ That noble and learned Lord 
knows very well, that the Greek word is ſo explained by the learned 
grammarian Euſtathius, and by other grammarians of the firſt 
authority.+F I repeat it therefore, my Lords, once more, it cannot 
too often be repeated, that in this text of Scripture the ſlave trade is 
condemned and prohibited by name, as a thing abominable in the 
fight of God, and wicked, in the next degree, to ſodomy. 

My Lords, the learned counſel, with whoſe argument I have 
been dealing, cloſed his eloquent oration with an admonition to your 
Lordſhips, to beware how you are perſuaded to adopt the viſionary 
projects of fanaticiſm. My Lords, I know not in what direction 
that ſhaft was ſhot ; and I care not: it concerns not me; proudly 
conſcious as I am, that with the higheſt reverence for our holy reli- 
gion, with the firmeſt conviction of its truth, with a decp ſenſe, I 
truſt, of the importance of its doctrines and its precepts, the general 
ſhape and faſhion of my life bears nothing of the ſtamp of fanaticiſm. 
But, my Lords, give me leave, in my turn, to addreſs a word of ſeri- 
ous exhortation to your Lordſhips. Beware, my Lords, how you 
are perſuaded to bury, under the opprobrious name of fanaticiſm, the 
regard which you owe to the great duties of juſtice and mercy ; for 
the negle& of which, if you ſhould neglect them, you will be an- 
ſwerable at that tribunal, where no prevarication of witneſſes can 


Who will there be to ſell you ſlaves,” ſays Poverty to Chremulus 
in the Plutus (act 2. ſc, 5.) when the other will have money in plenty 
as well as you? Some merchant,” replies Chremulus, ** defirous ot gain, 


coming from Theſſaly, Tape MAES wv &r0pa Toe wv, where flave-traders are 


moſt numerous. See the Scholiaſt on the paſſage. , 

Much has been ſaid in defence of the ſlave- trade from the example of 
antiquity. The fact, however, is, that the perſons who carried it on were 
univerſally infamous: for & drehen, * a flave-trader,” in the Greek 


language, was an appellation of the higheſt infamy and reproach. You | 


could not call a man a worſe name. Vid. Scholiaſt Ariſtoph. Theſmorh. 
lin. 825. 


+ Euſtath. ad Il, u. 47 . —Sch A. Arif.op', ad Plut. lin. 521. 
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miſinform the judge; where no ſubtility of an advocate, miſcalling 
the names of things, putting evil for goad and good for evil, bitter for 
ſweet and feet for bitter, can miſlead his, judgment. 

Lord THURLOW replied to the Biſhop of Rocheſter, and op- 
poſed the bill on a variety of grounds. He ſaid, that he could not ſee 
that in the beſt ſyſtem of morality, and the pureſt ſyſtem of religion 
which had ever appeared, the Chriſtian religion, there was any pro- 
hibition againſt ſlavery like that which had been argued by the reve- 
rend Prelate. With reſpe& to the preſent bill, he could not think 
it at all calculated for any thing like the purpoſes which it profeſſed 
to have in view. He was ſevere upon the Sierra Leone Company, 


their piety and profeſſions, and ridiculed ſuch pretenſions from a 


corporation ſo new as theirs. After a number of general obſerva- 
tions, he concluded with expreſſing his decided diſapprobation of 
the bill, and ſaid that the principles on which the reverend Prelate 
had argued were thoſe of the Rights of Man. 
The Houſe divided | 
— For the bill, 25; Proxies, 36—61. 
Againſt it, 323 Proxies, 35—68. ' 


Monday, Fuly 8. 


The Earl of ABINGDON complained that one of the newſ- 
papers had groſsly miſrepreſented the words of a ſpeech made by 
him in that Houſe laſt week—His Lordſhip hinted an intention of 
making it a matter of regular complaint. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, it was certainly a breach 
of privilege to preſume to ſtate any thing that paſſed, or was ſuppoſed 
to have paſſed, in their Lordſhips' Houſe ; but if ſuch ſtatement 
was falſe, the offence was highly aggravated. He had particularly 
attended to the noble Lord's obſervations, and was perfectly con- 
vinced he had uſed no terms of invecdtive. The proper mode of 
proceeding would be to move, that the printer ſhould be brought to 
their Lordſhips' bar, as was done lately in the caſe of a libel againſt 
a learned Prelate ; but, as their Lordſhips had fo ſhort a time to fit, 
he feared, if the buſineſs was to be regularly brought forward, it 
would be impoſſible to go through the uſual forms before the Parlia- 
ment was prorogued ; and for this reaſon only he CR it better 
not to make any motion. 

Earl of ABINGDON ſaid he had to woctls their Lordſhips 
upon the ſubje& of a tranſaction which had lately taken place. He 
alluded to a late commitment of a noble Peer. He had a kind of 
fellow- feeling for him, having himſelf been committed to that 
Vol. IX, 4 C | 
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ſame priſon. It was not his intention to make any motion on the 
ſubject; but when he ſhould ſee a noble and learned Law Lord in 
his place, he ſhould propoſe ſome queries for him to anſwer, 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, the ſubject was of a delicate nature; he 
thought if it was brought forward at all, the proper way would be 
by motion; for he could not conceive any queries that could be 
framed with propriety, ſo as to anſwer the object aĩmed at. 

Earl of ABINGDON ſaid, he ſhould adopt the mode he had 
mentioned as the moſt delicate one. He obſerved, that the noble 
Lord ſeemed to foreſtall his queries. How could the noble Lord 
tell what queries he meant to propoſe? However, if it was deemed 
the better way, he ſhould make his motion to-morrow. 

The . LORD CHANCELLOR hoped his Lordſhip would 
conſider bettet of it, and not make any motion at all, but let the 
ſubjeR paſs with the preſent converſation. 

Earl of ABINGDON faid, he ſhould certainly bring forward a 
motion, and in terms as ſtrong as he was able. He did not men- 
tion on what day. 

On the motion for the third reading of the Judges' Salaries Bill, 

Lord HOLLAND roſe. He admitted the propriety of .making 
the Judges completely independent ; but the preſent bill, he thought, 
put too much of that power and influence into the hands of the 
Crown, which had hitherto reſided in the Parliament. The grant- 
ing additional power to the Crown was what our anceſtors were 
always jealous of, and it became their Lordſhips to be equally fo. 
As far as the bill went to the augmentation of the Judges' Salaries, 
he perfectly agreed to it; but he objected to the Crown poſſeſſing 
the power of determining what remuneration for ſervices ſhould be 
granted. He conſidered the mode which had been hitherto adopted, 
of a ſpecial application to Parliament, much more conſtitutional, and 
by far the better way. When objections had formerly been urged 
to the Crown's poſſeſſing the patronage it had by the diſpoſal of ſine- 


cure places, it had been urged, that it was right, proper, and neceſ- 


ſary it ſhould have the means of rewarding ſervices, and that the 
finecure places were directed to that purpoſe. Inſtances had oc- 
curred, of perſons filling the high ſituation of the noble Lord on the 
woolſack, enjoying ſuch ſinecure places as a reward for ſervices. 
Admitting this to be right, yet ſurely, if Parliament granted a ſpe+ 
cific charge on the conſolidated fund, to enable His Majeſty to reward 
certain ſervices, then ſo much ought to be ſtruck off the ſinecure 
places. He begged to be. underſtood, as not meaning to ſay the 
amount of the grant” was an important conſideration for a country 


like this; his objection was merely to the additional influence it 
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created ; and as long as he had the honour of a vote as a Peer of 
Parliament, he ſhould conſider that whatever tended to increaſe the 
influence of the Crown demanded his firm and decided oppoſition. 

Earl of ABINGDON thought on no principle of equity were 
the Judges entitled to an increaſe of ſalary ; he therefore oppoſed 
the preſent bill; and obſerved, that it would give him more fatis- 
faction to ſee a bill brought in for rendering the proceedings of 
Courts of Juftice leſs complex, leſs dilatory, and leſs expenſive ; he 
concluded by moving, that the bill ſhould be read this day three 
months. 


The motion was negatived without a diviſion, and the bill was 
read a third time. 


The order of the day for going into a Committee on the Treaſon 
and Seditious Societies' Bill being read, 

Lord HOLLAND roſe, and reminded their Ln that 
when the dèbate took place on the ſecond reading of this bill, he 
had argued that the act of Union contained a virtual compact with 
Scotland, that at ſome future time the laws of High Treaſon in that 
country ſhould be repealed. In this he had been contradicted by the 
noble and learned Lord on the woolſack; ſuch high authority at all 
times muſt neceſſarily ſhake his belief on any point of law. He 
had ſaid, at the time mentioned, that he had not taken up the argu- 
ment lightly, but that he had that morning conſulted ſeveral books, 
which he conſidered to be good authorities on the ſubject, and on their 
ſtatements he had riſqued the affertion. As there was not any thing 
of which he was more jealous than of having it for a moment imagined 
that he would lightly or inconfiderately make any aſſertion in that 
Houſe that was not reſpectably ſupported, he roſe now, not to enter 
into any debate on the bill, but merely to read to their Lordſhips 
two or three extracts upon the ſubject, which at leaſt would be allow- 
ed to have the appearance of authority. His Lordſhip then read a 
reference ti the Journals, an extract from Blackſtone, and an extract 
from the ſpeech of the late Lord Percival, as printed in the Par- 
liamentary Debates, each of which countenanced the argument as he 
had put it. At the ſame time, he admitted that he could not ſet up 
Lord Percival's ſpeech in Parliament as authority upon the conſtrue- 
tion of an Act of Parliament equally weighty with that we the noble 
and learned Lord on the woolſack. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the an) and ſaid, it 
would be idle for him to waſte the time of their Lordſhips in going 
much at large into the ſubject. He would merely ſtate the hiſtory 
of the Acts that had paſſed from the Revolution reſpecting it. This 
lis Lordſhip did briefſy; and concluded with declaring, that it was 
4e 2 
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well known, that Lord Percival was miſtaken in his —— of 
that part of the Act of Union. 

Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, as he was not in the Houſe when the 
bill was debated, he would not now enter into a diſcuſſion upon it, or 
make any of the various obſervations that he otherwiſe ſhould have 
made on the bill. He would merely ofter one remark, viz. that if 
Miniſters thought the times ſo dangerous, that for the ſafety of the State 
it was neceſſary to carry the laws of treaſon farther than they had 
before been carried, and extend their rigour, they ought to relax them 
in ſuch caſes as would be for the benefit of the ſubject, without diſad- 
vantage to the ſafety of the State and Government of the country, 
His Grace complained of the horrid cruelty of the puniſhment 
which ſtood in ſome of the ſtatutes, and were ſo ſhocking, that their 
Lordſhips could not bear to hear them read. They teemed alſo 
with the groſſeſt injuſtice even to innocent parties, He would in- 

ſtance a caſe : If a treaſon was committed, in 1790, by a perſon 
who poſſeſſed an eſtate in fee ſimple, and the treaſon was not diſco- 

vered till 1796, and in the interim the perſon who committed the 
treaſon had ſold his eſtate to an individual, that individual was liable 
to loſe the eftate that he had purchaſed, becauſe it belonged to the 
traitor when the treaſon was committed. After ſhortly obſerving 
upon the injuſtice of this, his Grace introduced a clauſe to make 
the bill a temporary bill, and confine its duration to one year, Which 
would afford an opportunity next ſeſſion to reconſider the whole ſub- 
JeR, and correct the injuſtice of the treaſon aQs in exiſtence, where 
it could be done without injury to the State, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, the object of the preſent 
bal was to repeal a clauſe in the exiſting act, which had never been 
put in force. It would therefore be abſurd upon the face of it to 
repeal the clauſe only for a year. 

Earl of RADNOR recommended it to the Duke of Norfolk ta 
withdraw his clauſe, and merely move to omit the word. « repeal,” 
for the purpoſe of inſerting the word ** ſuſpend.“ 

The Duke acccded to this, and on putting the queſtion that the 
word “ repeal” ſtand part of the bill, a diviſion enſued— 

Contents, 11 ; Not Contents, 5. 
The Houſe then went into the Committee, .when the Duke 
made a ſimilar motion, which was negatived. The bill paſſed the 
Committee. 
I be Houſe went into a Committee on the Scots“ Note-Bill, when 

Lord Strange (the Duke of Athol) went much at large into a ſtatement 
of objections againſt the bill, and principally againſt the exemption 
clauſe which favoured the Bank of Scotland, and the __ Bank of 
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Edinburgh, the two chartered Banks of Scotland. His Grace com- 


plained of the injuſtice of ſuch an exemption, when all the unchartered - 
banks were obliged to ſend up their bills to be ſtamped before the 1ſt 
of December; and dilated at great length on the reſpeQable firms 
at the head of the private banks, particularly thoſe of Dundee, Perth, 
and Aberdeen. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR gave a very perſpicuous account 
of the 20s. notes being allowed to be ifſued in England, which took 
place in 1797, when the Bank of England fell ſhort of ſpecie. 
That circumſtance gave riſe to the Coventry Short. Note Bill AR, 
which was followed by bills of the ſame nature being applied for and 
obtained by the different Banks in Scotland. His Lordſhip pointed 
out the great danger of encouraging the circulation of ſmall notes, 
and ſtated that the old Bank of Scotland, and the Royal Bank, were 
chartered companies, trading on large capitals veſted in the Engliſh 
Funds, and therefore known to and recognized by the Legiſlature, 
whereas the Legiſlature knew nothing of thoſe at the head of the 
private Banks, and could not with equal ſafety extend the ene 
to them. 

Lord STRANGE Duke of Athol) replied at conſiderable length, 
and was anſwered by the Lord Chancellor. : 
The Duke of MON TROSE ſpoke in ſupport of the bill, and 

Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) ſhortly againſt it. 

It was then mov ed That the Exemption Clauſe be left out of 
the bill, 

Contents, 4; Not Contents, 9. 

Lord CARRINGTON preſented a petition, praying that the 
Coventry Price or Labour Bill might paſs, ſigned by twelve thou- 
ſand perſons. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR aſſigned his reaſons why he 
wiſhed the third reading of the bill to be adjourned, till after 
they had diſpoſed of the general bill on a ſimilar ſubject, that was 
alſo before the Houſe. His Lordſhip ſtated his objeQions to all ſuch 
bills as the Coventry-Labour Bill, and inſtanced the effects of the 
Spitalfields Weavers' Wages bill, to prove the miſchievous tendency 
of bills to regulate the prices of manufacturers labour. 


Tueſday, Fuly 9. 
Previous to the Houſe entering on the buſineſs of the day, a con- 
verſation took place between Lord Abingdon and the Lord Chan- 
cellor. His Lordſhip concluded with giving notice, that he ſhould 


bring forward a motion rr for which 25 he wiſhed the 
Houſe to be IS: 
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On the motion for the third reading of the Workmen-· combina- 
tion Bill, Counſel was called, when Mr. Gurney attended on the 
part of the Journeymen, and in a ſpeech of conſiderable length op- 
poſed the principle. 

Counſel having withdrawn, 

Lord HOLLAND ſaid, he took ſhame to himſelf for having 
allowed the preſent bill to proceed ſo far, without having offered 
any obſervations upon it. He returned thanks to the petitioners 
for having called his attention to it, and thereby prevented him from 
being an accomplice in paſſing a bill, which enacted modes of 
punithment expreſsly oppoſite to the principles of the law, and unjuſt 
to the parties in queſtion. He felt no difficulty in pronouncing the 
bill unjuſt in its principle, and miſchievous in its tendency, though 
he did, indeed, feel one difficulty in ſtating his reaſons for thinking 
it ſo; they were fo various, that he could not ſtate them without 
detaining the Houſe at ſome length; and yet the ſubject was not 
come, he feared, to a diſcuſſion on which many Lords were diſpoſed 
10 liſten; but he muſt be allowed to remark, that ſuch as were not 
Uifpoſed to liſten to the diſcuſſion, ſhould not be diſpoſed to give 2 


vdte on the ſubjet—for it was far from indifferent. If the bill 


was neceſſary and proper, it was a bill of much importance; if it 
was unneceſſary, as he thought it, it was, big with very dangerous 
conſequences indeed. The object of the bill was to prevent com- 
binations among workmen. In ſome inſtances it made thoſe acts 
crimes which had not hitherto been conſidered as fuch ; but the 
great and peculiar. feature of the bill was, that it changed the trial 
by Jury for a ſummary juriſdiction. It was diſtinctly ſtated in the 
bil}, that combinations exiſted in various parts of the kingdom, and 
yet it was ſaid to be neceſſary to make the law general; this was a 
mn ſequitur—nothing could be more abſurd than to draw a general 
concluſion. from a particular propoſition. It might be alledged, 
perhaps, that it was not merely to diſperſe where it exiſted, but to 
prevent where it did not, any combination of workmen. Be it ſo, 
yet ſomething more than the evil tendency of conſpiracies muſt be 
proved to reconcile him to it. It was too much the practice, he 
faid, when remedies were propoſed, to dwell excluſively on the 
danger of the diforder, and efficacy of the drug to remove it. But this 
was not all to be conſidered ; we muſt examine whether the remedy 
Itſelf might not produce an oppoſite and a more fatal diſtemper; 


whether che preſent bill, if likely to deſtroy combinations,” was not 


alſo likely to be produQive of conſequences equally dangerous to 


ſociety? If combinations among workmen had inereaſed, the laws 


againſt them had gained new ſtrength, and. been more ſtrictly en- 
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forced than ever they had been known before. It could not have 
eſcaped obſervation, that every regulation reſpecting wages was to be 
conſidered as a contract between two parties, who did not meet on 
equal terms ; the inequality was always greater in favour of the 
maſters than the journeymen ; and it therefore ought to be con- 
fidered, whether, by this general law, their Lordſhips were not 
weakening thoſe whoſe intereſt in the ſcale was before too ſmall. 
ExtraQs had been read from Dr. Adam Smith, to ſhew the opinion 
that gentleman entertained of the wiſh on the part of the maſters ta 
combine againſt the journeymen, and at a period too when the laws 
againſt the latter were not ſo ſtrong as at preſent. If they were 
actuated by ſuch a diſpoſition, it ought to be conſidered that they 
had the advantage of their workmen, by being able to hold out 
longeſt ; they had better opportunities of prejudicing mankind in 
their favour ; they had the advantage of ſuperior education and diſ- 
cernment ; they were beſides ſmaller in point of number, and con- 
ſequently better able to concentrate and combine their ſtrength, and 
to defeat detection. On the part of the workmen, they laboured. 
under the diſadvantage arifing from a certain degree of dread, that” 
pervaded all the upper ranks of mankind, leſt the lower ranks ſhould 
be ſeduced by principles, ſuppoſed to "5 be particularly afloat at this 
period, and ſubverſive of ſociety— The danger of theſe principles, 
the reaſonableneſs of that alarm, he would not now diſcuſs ; he. 
would ſuppoſe it to be well founded, wholeſome, juſt, and produc- 
tive, on the whole, of all thoſe benefits that had been aſcribed to itz 
yet the fondeſt inculcators muſt allow, that the natural and neceſſary 
effect of ſuch impreſſions had been to prejudice the world againſt 
the lower ranks, in any diſpute with their ſuperiors. "This was a 
diſadvantage peculiar to the times, in addition to thoſe uniform, 
conſtant, and unavoidable diſadvantage, which he had ſtated. 
Was it not poſſible alſo, that the maſters, conſcious of this tempo- 
rary advantage, had availed themſelves of this period, rather than 
any other, to enforce their views, and render their workmen more 
dependent than they had hitherto been, and that in all fairnefs 
and equity they ought to be. He truſted, however, that the juſtice. 
of that Houſe would perceive, that the very alarm to which he 
alluded, nay, the very danger from the lower claſſes, if it exiſted, 
would ſuggeſt additional motives to their Lordſhips for proceeding 
with caution, and for being ſcrupulouſly attentive to the intereſts of 
them, who appeared before them with ſuch general and unavoid- 
able, and now with ſuch peculiar and temporary, diſadvantages. 
He did not mean to ſay that theſe contiderations were alone ſufficient 
do induce their Lordſhips to reje& the bill altogether ; but they 
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were ſufficient to ſhew the neceſlity of ſuſpending it, and giving it 
more ample diſcuſſion than it had hitherto received ; they were 
ſufficient to ſhew the impropriety of paſſing a meaſure of ſuch great 
importance to a very large portion of the community, in ſo thin a 
Houſe. As he had before obſerved, the particular feature of this 
bill was the ereQion of a ſummary juriſdiction, inſtead of the trial 
by jury. This was not the firſt time in this Houſe he had ſtated 
his objections to the erection of ſummary juriſdictions. From the 
opinions he had then expreſſed, he ſhould be ſorry ever to ſwerve ; 


theſe were ſtrengthened with reſpe& to the inſtance before the Houſe. 


In the preſent inſtance, it was a remarkable feature, that thoſe with 
reſpect to whom this ſummary juriſdiction was created, were con- 
ſtantly, uniformly, naturally, and neceſſarily parties, with different 
and oppoſite intereſts. He would illuſtrate what he meant by con- 


traſting the ſituation of a perſon proſecuted under the Game Laws, 


(though God forbid that he ſhould cite they) as objects of imita- 
tion, ) with the ſituation in which this bill would place the journey- 

A man, for inſtance, went to a juſtice of the peace to com- 
plain of a poacher. Well—but he muſt firſt have had ſome pro- 
bable reaſon for ſuppoſing ſuch man a poacher. There was nothing 
neceſſarily i in the man's ſituation that ſhould make the informer 
anxious to find him a poacher, if he was not one. He could have 
no intereſt in taking up a man whom he did not ſo ſuſpect. Here 
it was otherwiſe. It was always the intereſt of the maſfer to im- 
pute a conſpiracy to his workmen, who fairly endeavoured to raiſe 
their wages—nay, the intereſts of workmen and maſters were always 
oppoſite, one being to raiſe, the other to lower the wages. It muſt 
be evident to their Lordſhips, that circumſtances might ariſe which 


might render an increaſe of workmen's wages neceſſary, on princi- 


ples of juſtice and humanity ;. but if ſuch a bill as this ſhould be 
ſuffered to paſs, no fair attempt could ever be made on the part of 
the j Journeymen to get their wages increaſed, without ſubjeRing them 
to the pains and penalties of this act. Nay, farther, the act was 
directed againſt thoſe who ſhould influence or prevail upon workmen 


to raiſe their wages; and thus a perſon might be proſecuted as con- 


cerned in a combination, for merely giving his friendly and well- 
intended advice. What the conſequences might be of giving to one 
Juſtice of the peace, and one witneſs, as this bill did, the power of 
impriſoning for three months, or committing to hard labour for two, 
he would not preſume to determine. Some of them, however, he 


could foreſee : he would put the caſe of a magiſtrate in a manufac- 


turing town, who was a maſter of workmen, and he had a neigh- 
bour who was alſo a maſter manufacturer, and a juſtice of the 
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peace; fee how well theſe two could play into each other's hands. 
One might be the witneſs for the other, and thus they mighs commit 
to priſon or hard lahour, ſuch of their workmen as did not think pro- 


per to accede to the terms they might offer them. But it was to be 
ſaid, this was obviated by the clauſe giving the power of appeal— ' 


Did it ebviate it? No: The ſame clauſe that enacted the power of 
appeal, rendered the. power ineffectual, by providing that the party 
appealing ſhould give ſureties in 201. and if eventually condemned, 

pay treble coſts. Could poor workmen ever appeal under theſe 
circumſtances? It was impoſſible to ſuppoſe they could ever give 
ſureties to that extent, without pre- ſuppoſing the exiſtence of a com- 
bination for ſuch purpoſe. He repeated, that he objected to the bill 
for enaQing that a crime, which had never been fo conſidered, and 


to its principle, for ſuperſeding the trial by jury by a ſummary juriſ- 


dition. He ſhewed, from the authority of Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, 
when juſtices had not the power they have at preſent, that the ſum- 
mary juriſdictions were even then conſidered as having been ex- 


tended beyond what was either politic or juſt. Blackſtone ſaid, that 


increaſing the authority of Juſtices, and ſubmitting more caſes to 
their juriſdiction, diſinelined perſons of character from putting 


themſelves in fo reſponſible and troubleſome a ſituation; and thus 


every law that rendered reſpectable perſons more 00 to that 
fituatic;,, rendered their undertaking it more improbable. He ob- 
ſerved that this bill might be the means of placing friendly ſocieties 
in a very perilous fituation. It enaQed that if in ſuch ſocieties any 
money was ſubſcribed, and any part was afterwards applied to pur- 
poſes of combination, that the whole ſhould be forfeited, and one- 
half go to the informer. How eaſy might it be for an artful mem- 
ber of ſuch ſociety to make ſome equivocal motion relative to the ap- 
plication of the funds; involve the ſociety in the penalties of the 
act, and put one-half in his own pocket. For theſe reaſons he 
truſted their Lordſhips would ſee the propriety of delaying the pre- 
ſent bill, and of ſupporting his motion that it ſhould be read a third 
time this day three months. 


The Lord Chancellor and Lord Grenville were on the a_ , 


fack, but neither of their Lordſhips replied. 
The motion was negatived without a diviſion. 


Lord Holtand moved an amendment in one of the claokes, which | 


was alſo negatived, and the bill was read a third ume and paſſed. 
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2 Wedneſday, July 10. 


Tho Houſe being informed that the Lord Steward of Garlies 
had by miſtake figned a Proteſt of the gth inſtant, by the title of 
Galloway, it was ordered, That the ſaid ſignature of Galloway be 
eraſed, and that the Lord Steward of Garlies be at liberty to ſign the 
ſaid Proteſt, if he ſhall think fit, before two o'clock to-morrow. 
Lord GRENVILLE aid, early in the next ſeſſion he ſhould 
think it his duty to bring forward a motion, with a view to draw the 
attention of the Houſe to a conſideration of the beſt means to pro- 
vide for the ſafety of the Britiſh Weſt-Ingia iſlands ; and as the ſtate 
of the ſlaves imported into and employed in thoſe iſlands was inti- 
mately interwoven with the ſecurity of the iſlands, he would then 
move for ſeveral papers material to the elucidation of the ſubject. 
The firſt motion would be for a more correct and complete return 
of the log-books of all the ſhips employed in the Slave-carrying 
Trade. "The captains and maſters of ſuch ſhips had already been 
ordered by a reſolution of that Houſe to make ſuch returns, but ſome 
of them had negleRed to comply with that order, while others had 
complicd with it. 

His Lordſhip then made a motion for that purpoſe, and after- 
wards two others relative to the number of ſlaves imported into the 
iſlands within a given period, &c. &. The motions were ſeve- 
Tally agreed to. 

Earl of ABINGDON roſe and ſaid, he meant, agrecably to the 
notice he had given, to call their Lordſhips' attention to a ſubjeR 
of which he had already appriſed the Houſe on a former day, viz. to 
inquire why Sackville, Earl of Thanet, was prevented from attend- 
ing his duty as a Peer of Parliament during the fitting of that Houſe! 
but his Lordſhip ſaid, he thought it became him, previous to his 
opening of the ſubject, expreſsly to aſſure their Lordſhips, that in 
reſpect to what he was about to ſay, he had not had the ſmalleſt 
conſultation with any one Peer whatever, nor did he even know 
whether the noble Earl, who was the immediate object of his 
troubling their Lordſhips, was at all aware of his intention to 
bring his caſe before the Houſe. As he had the misfortune 
| to have been miſrepreſented before by the newſpapers, not inten- 
tionally he believed, to guard againſt any miſtated or garbled ac- 
count being handed to the public by the reporters, he ſhould refer 
himſelf to his papers, and tate from them the ſum and ſubſtance 
of his argument. 


His Lordſhip then produced ſome ſheets of manuſcript, and read 
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from them all that he wiſhed to offer to their Lordſhips' conſidera- 


tion: the main argument of which was, that Lord Thadet, as a 


Peer of Parliament, ought to have been tried by his Peers, and not 
in one of the Courts below. The written ſpeech ended with cer- 
tain queries, as to the regularity of the oy that had * 
place againſt the Earl. 

The Earl moved, That the Houſe proceed to an maine 
inquiry into the proceedings that had taken place in the Court- of 
King's Bench againſt Sackville, Earl of Thanet.” He faid he 
would not preſs his motion and queries, if the noble and learned 


Lord would undertake, between that period and the next meeting of 


Parliament, to lay the caſe of the noble Earl before the King, and 


recommend him to his Majeſty's mercy. 


Viſcount SIDNEY roſe and ſaid, it was with extreme concern 
that he troubled their Lordſhips, on a ſubject which he fincerely 
wiſhed had not been introduced into that Houſe at all, becauſe he 
was (ure every noble Lord muſt feel the impropriety of agitating it, 
and much more, the impropriety of calling upon the noble and 
learned Lord in ſo extraordinary and irregular a manner. As the 
beit means, therefore, of ſtopping any converſation on the SO 
he would take the liberty of moving the order of the day. 

Earl of ABINGDON faid, the noble Lord might put ODER? 


tive on his motion, and if it was ſupported, that would be the bs as 


mode of getting rid of it. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack and had, 
that he certainly had given the noble Earl his opinion againſt bring- 
ing forward any; ſuch ſubjeQ in that Houſe, in the unuſual and irre- 
zular manner propoſed. Undoubtedly, every legal proceeding in the 
Courts below was ſubje& to their Lordſhips' reviſion, but when a 
ſentence of the Court of King's Bench was brought up to their 
Lordſhips' bar by a writ: of error, it became regularly a matter of 


duty to hear all the arguments upon it that were ſubmitted to them 


by Counſel or by individual Peers; but he ſaw no reaſon that ought 


to induce their Lordſhips, pending the execution, to interfere fruit · 


leſsly, when no writ of error was brought up. With regard to 


the call upon him perſonally, in ſo extraordiriary a way as the noble 
Earl had choſen to call upon him, it was to deſire him to be guilty 


of a groſs impropriety, and to act in a manner totally unparliamen- 
tary, which he, from his particular ſituation in that Houſe, would 
be inexcuſable if he were imprudent enough to engage to do. The 
order of the day eertainly was the regular and maſt effectual means 
of putting an end to a diſcuſſion: which, it was ſufficiently obeidut, 
he Houſe were not at all dipoſed to entertain. 
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Earl of RADNOR ſaid, the noble and learned Lord had laid | 


down a doctrine, which, as a conſtitutional man, he could not accede 
to. He had ſaid, that the Houſe could only take into their conſi- 
deration the judgments of the Courts below, when writs of error 
were brought up, and they were thus formally appealed to. Cer- 


tainly when they were appealed to in their judicial capacity, the 


matter in queſtion muſt be brought before them through the medium 
of avrit of error; but when the Houſe acted in their independent in- 
quifitorial capacity, as a Houſe of Parliament, they had an un- 
doubted right to reviſe, examine, and diſcuſs any part of the conduct 
of the Courts of Law, and every public proceeding whatſoever. He 
did not mean to ſay that they ought not at all times to entertain a 
found diſcretion, and that on the preſent occaſion it would not be 
extremely prudent to forego entertaining the ſubject attempted to 
be introduced by the noble Earl ; but he never could fit filent, and 
hear an unconſtitutional doctrine laid down by high authority, with- 
out attempting to repel it; and it was evident that, the diſtinAion 
between the two ſeparate functions of that Houſe—their judicial 
capacity, and their legiſlative and inquiſitorial capacity as a Houſe of 
Parliament, had accidentally eſcaped his notice. 

The order of the day quaſhed the motion of the Earl of Abing- 
don, and the Houſe praceeded to receive the report on the Militia 
Reduction Bill, and reconſider the amendments. 

Earl of RADNOR moved ſome amendment upon the amend- 
ments, which were negatived. 
Lord GRENVILLE moved one or two, which were agreed to. 

On the motion that the bill be read a third time to-morrow, 
Earl of RADNOR roſe and ſaid, he conſidered it as in the 
nature of the adjourned debate, and that he was entitled to deliver 
his ſentiments generally againſt the bill. He proceeded therefore to 
declare, that he could view the bill in no other light than an inten- 
tional means of conveying diſgrace and inſult on the Militia, and the 
Officers engaged in that conſtitutional ſervice, by converting 'the 
latter into drill-ſerjeants for the regular troops. The ſyſtem of 
making ſuch an uſe of the Militia had commenced in 1795; and 
he had at that time foretold all that had ſinee followed, and which 
the preſent bill, in the broadeft and moſt explicit terms, avowed. 


At that time he had entered a Proteſt on the Journals againſt the 


dill for allowing the men in the Militia, moſt expert and ſkilful as 
Engineers, from being drafted into the Artillery—a bill which he 


had ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed in its progreſs through the Houſe, * he 


begged * don be read. 
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The Proteſt was read accordingly. O Jide Debrett's Parliamen- 
taiy Regiſter, vol. 42, fol. 509.) 

The Earl then faid, their Lordſhips, he hoped, would allow that 
his predictions, as to the Militia being ſtep by ſtep. perverted from 
its conſtitutional purpoſe, and ultimately made a mere drill for the 
army, as expreſſed in the Proteſt they had juſt heard read; had all 
been fully verified. "The officers of the regular army certainly were 
in ſome points ſuperior to the officers of the Militia in .point of ad- 
vantage ; they were their ſuperiors in the gradational attainment of 
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˖ rank and of emolument, and in ſome few other reſpects; but they 
: were their inferiors in independence as men of landed property ini 
1 the circumſtances of not being liable to be ſent out of the kingdom, 
> in the confidence of their reſpective counties, and in other particu- 
) lars. His Lordſhip ſaid, it had been the misfortune of the Militia 
| to have more enemies than friends. The officers of the army, ex- 
: cepting one gentleman, the Commander in Chief, were their ene- 
1 mies, and it was natural that they ſhould be fo, as they conſidered 
| them as rivals, who diminiſhed their powers of recruiting. The 
f Miniſters had never been their friends, becauſe they could not value 
them as what they termed a diſpoſable force, It was evident, 
therefore, that the preſent bill was only one part of a ſtudied defign 
a to diſgrace and inſult the Militia, at the ſame moment that taking 
away the beſt of their men ſhewed that Miniſters thought they con- 
- - tained ſomething worth having. His Lordſhip confeſſed he was 
very much ſurpriſed at having heard from the noble Secretary of 
5 State the preceding evening, that the prefent bill was popular with 
the Militia themſelves. So far from that being the fact, at a meet- 
e ing of the Deputy Lieutenants of Counties lately held, it was the | 
r univerſal opinion that it was a meaſure calculated to infſict diſgrace | 
0 on the Militia, and reduce the gentlemen who hold commiſſions in 
- that ſervice to the degrading ſituation of drill- ſerjeants 10 the army, | 
e and to leave them in the command of the refuſe of the regiments. 
e He was aware that there was one Militia Officer in favour of the 
of preſent bill; but he believed he was a ſolitary inſtance, and it would 
d be difficult tio find another officer of rank in the ſervice of the fame 
h opinion. When men were drafted to be muſtered in the flank 
d. companies, it always created a jealouſy and a ſoreneſs of mind in 
e the · officers, although they then ſerved in the ſame regiment; how 
as much greater ſoreneſs then muſt it occaſion, when the men were 
1 actually invited to deſert, and diſcipline deſtroyed, as it muſt be, 
16 when a private, receiving orders from his officer, had it in his power 


to tell him“ If you order me to do what I ſo much diſlike, I'll 
znter into the Regulars ?'' The Earl added other obſerxations, and 
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concluded with moving to leave out the word © as,” and 
infert « that day three months.“ 

Viſcount SYDNEY ſaid, under the preſent FINER of the 
country, he certainly ſhould ſupport the bill, to which, under any 
other circumſtances, he ſhould be inclined ſtrongly to object. His 
Lordſhip thought a latitude too great had been given to the encou- 
ragement of raifing a large internal force, to the prejudice of the 
recruiting of the army. He particularly reprobated the counte- 
nancing what was called Feneible Corps, which operated peculiarly 
to throw difficulties in the way of recruiting for the old corps. He 
alfo faid, he thought the Militia had bcen allowed to ſwell to much 
too great a ſize, and that, inſtead of making it fo numerous, it 
would have been a wifer policy to have kept the Militia at its 
original number, and left the conntry open to the recruiting parties 
of the army, by which means the old corps, which are undoubtedly 
more uſable for effective purpoſes, might have been filled up with 
greater caſe ; whereas at preſent there was ſcarcely a recruit to be 
bad. His Lordſhip repeated his declaration, that, under the preſent 
exigency of the country, he ſhould ſupport the . motion for 
reading the dill a third time to- morrow. 

Earl of CAERNARVON ſaid, he had taken op ſo much time 
the preceding day, that he would not detain their Lordſhips long, 
_ eſpecially as he was addrefling almoſt the ſame Lords as were in a 
Committee yeſterday, and the Houſe was ſo extremely thin. He 
faid, he was glad to hear that the noble Viſcount thought the Militia 
of a fize too great for the country to maintain; it certainly was ſo. 
He could only, however, account for the noble Lord's declaration, 
that he would ſupport-the bill, by recollecting that he had not been 
preſent, or heard what paſſed the preceding day. He took it for 
granted that he had not attentively conſidered the bill. He had 
faid, he regarded it as a temporary meaſure, but he did not know 
that the noble Secretary of State had acknowledged that it was not a 
meaſure founded on urgent exigency, becauſe. he had declared and 
expreſſed, that no greater ' urgency preſſed for Ks paſſing at pre- 
ſent, than would exiſt to the end of the war. He did not know 
that the computation of the number. of men to ſerve for each 


county, as ſtated in the ſecond clauſe, was a falſe computation, un- 


- ſupported by any evidence whatever, and directly contradicting a 


different computation or eſtimate then on the table. He did not 
know, that by one claufe in the bill, perſons ballotted were not to 
receive any pay or means of ſupporting themſelves till they joined 
their reſpective regiments, although thoſe regiments might be at four 
or five hundred miles diſtance from his 1 ; ho if the reeruit 


9 

= 3 | . 

. JuLy ro. J DEBATES. 57 7 1 

oy arrived too late by a fingle hour of the time fixed by the bill, he was } 2 

to be deemed: a deſerter, and liable to be made a ſlave for life. He 8 

5 did not know, that in the bill it was ſtated that doubts were enter- io 

l tained whether officers were entitled to pay away the money of the 

K counties and of the pubiic without the authority of Parliament. In 
= ſhort, the noble Viſcount did not know that the bill tended eſſen- 


he- tially to oppreſs the country gentleman, the man of landed property, 
and the farmer. For ſuch reaſons as he had ſtated, the Earl ſaid, 
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A he ſhould certainly vote with the noble Earl for his amendment, 
10 that inſtead of . the bill be read 1 that day three 
ch months. > - 

it The Houſe divided on the original queſtion— 

* Contents, 13— Not Contents, 7. 
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5 Againſt the third reading f the Militia Aae, Bill. 

or DISSENTIENT, 

Becauſe the meaſures preleribed bi the bill are deſtruQive of the 

ne conſtitutional force of the countty, by making, the Militia ballot a 
E fund for the ſupply, and its diſcipline a drill for the accommodation, 
a of other corps, and by degrading its officers to the humiliating ſitua- 
le tion of commanding the miſerable remnants of their 9 re- 
ia jected by recruiting ſerjeants of the line. 

o. Becauſe the ſubverſion of this conſtitutional force muſt te the 
n, inevitable conſequence, as it is probably the object of theſe mea- \ 
en ſures ; for it cannot be imagined thar gentlemen of property (ſuch as 
or are required by the ſtill remaining wreck of the Militia Laws} 
ad | ſhould hereafter come forward in times of difficulty and danger, with 
5 a zeal and patriotiſm ſo much applauded, and ſo bitterly inſulted; 
2 that men of the higheſt conſidetation and fortune, ſuch as alone can 
nd form a conſtitutional force, ſhould quit their domeſtic comforts and 
re- family occupations, without perſonal views or profeſſional allure- 
* ments, to fill a tation ſo degrading to them as that of drill. ſerjeants 
ch for the Army ; but excluſive of this great and inſuperable objection, 0 
n- we conſider this bill as framed under circumſtances of groſs inatten- 
2 tion to the public intereſt, to private rights of various deſcriptions, 
zot and to the cleareſt and moſt important principles of, the Conſtitu- 
to tion ; and we ſhould eſteem ourſelves neglectful of our own cha- 
ed racters, as well as deficient in public duty, if we did not record our 
ur marked and unreſerved reprobation of a meaſure of ſuch dangerous 
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tendency : Firſt, becauſe the promoters of this bill have, contrary to 
Every principle of common juſtice, eſtabliſhed an arbitrary propor- 
tion, by which the reſpeQive counties are hereafter to be burdened 
with the expence of raifing their future Militia, . deviating from the 
eſtabliſhed ſcale, approved and ſanctioned by the acts of the twenty- 
fixth and thirty-ſeventh of the King, without any grounds laid be- 
fore Parliament by which the juſtice of ſuch deviation could be 
eſtimated ; though in a few days, and with no expence, the annual 
ft for the county ballots returned to the Lieutenants of each county, 
and directed (by the 26th of Geo. III. chap. 107, clauſe 50) to 
be tranſmitted to the Secretary of me would without error have 
produced a correct ſcale. 

Secondly, Becauſe all Militia- men, not arriving (after the eneol- 
ment) at their reſpective regiments at the exact time contained in 
any order which may be given to them, are declared to be deſerters, 
liable to be taken from ſervice in the Militia for five years within the 
kingdom, and condemned to ſerve in regiments of the line for life 
in any part of the world, by fentence of a Regimental Court Mar- 
tial, where neither the Judges nor the witneſſes are upon oath; and 
by an additional injuſtice, the county Which paid the ſervice of the 
man is liable to the farther charge of ſupplying his place. 

Thirdly, Becauſe the difficulties and embarraſſments which men 
enrolled to ſerve in the Militia are expoſed to by this bill are ſo ob- 
viouſly cruel and unjuſt, that it affords no flight ground of ſuſpieion 
that they are intended to promote the recruiting the regular forces 
from the Militia by the forced deſertions of the unfortunate indivi- 
duals who ſhall be engaged in the Militia ſervice ; for the man, as 
ſoon as he is enrolled, perhaps many hundred miles from his regi- 
ment, is ordered to join it, but by this bill no pay is to commence 
nor allowance to be granted till he aQually arrives at his regiment ; ; 
he is deprived of all former ſources of ſubfiſtence, and is not enti- 
tled to the means of preſent ſupport ; plunder or charity alone can 
maintain him on the road; and if under all theſe inſurmountable 
difficulties he does not arrive within the time limited in his orders, 
he is liable to be treated as a deſerter. 

Fourthly, / becauſe by this bill the regiments of Militia are in- 
vited to a ſtate of diforder and mutiny by anticipation, as the bill 
has publicly declared that deſertion before the period of its paſſing 


into a law was to be made an offence not neceſſarily followed by 


- puniſhment, but that every man may by ſuch deſertion take leave of 


. abſence till Auguſt, if by that time he ſhall inliſt into the regular 


| ſervice ; the bill encourages immediate deſertion from. a ſervice to 


which the man had ſworn ag and the King is empowered 


— 
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to authoriſe the deſerter's entrance into another ſervice, diſcharged 


from any claim by the Militia regiment to which he belongs. 


Fifthly, Becauſe by this bill the moſt important and incontrover- 
tible principle of the Conſtitution is flagrantly impeached. Whe- 
ther it is legal or not, to appropriate public money by an order of 
the Commiſſtoners of the Treaſury, and levy money on the land- 
owners by a ſimilar order, without conſent of Parliament, is ſtated 
by this bill as a matter of doubt entertained by Parliament ; and on 
the grounds of this pretended doubt, a clauſe of indemnity is intro- 
duced, of which the title of the bill gave no intimation, and to which 
the attention of the Legiſlature had not been directed. 

In this general neglect, overthrow, and denial of private juſtice, 
public principles, and national rights, it is not to be wondered at, 
that little attention ſhould be paid to the feelings of individuals, 
however called by their country to ſtations of conſiderable confidence 
and truſt ; yet we cannot but expreſs our difapprobation of the gra- 


ting — to commanding officers of Militia regiments, to 


crimp for another ſervice their aſſociates and fellow- ſoldiers, and be- 
come at once the inſtrument both of their own diſgrace, and of that 
of the Militia eſtabliſhments, to which they are zcalouſly attached. 
CAERNARVON, . i 
RADNOR, 
WENTWORTH FITZWILLIAM. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, Fuly 1 T. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS (Sir R. P. Arden) ob- 
ſerved, that a ſhort time ſinee he had brought in a bill to enable His 
Majeſty to call a gentleman to the degree of Serjeant at Law, who 
had been fince admitted to the dignity of Baron of the Exchequer. 
Unfortunately, fince that period, another high office had become va- 
cant, by the death of a perſon who had long filled it with the utmoſt 
ability, and, conſequently, the neceſſity again exiſted for inveſting 
His Majeſty with a fimilar power; but he wiſhed to ſubmit to the 
Houſe, whether, as the ſame ſort of accident which rendered the 
preſent application neceſſary, might happen again during a vacation, 
it would not be infinitely more expedient that the power to be granted 
to His Majeſty, inſtead of being merely temporary, ſhould be per- 
petual. His Majeſty, at preſent, could only iſſue a writ for the 
appointment of a ſerjeant, returnable in term-time ; but he wiſhed 
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to propoſe, that he might be competent to iſſue a writ for ſuch pur- 

poſe, returnable immediately, whether it was term or vacation. He 
concluded by moving for leave to bring in a bill, to enable His 
Majeſty to appoint any perſon he might think proper to fill the 
office of Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, of Common 
Pleas, or Juſtice of either Bench, or Baron of the Exchequer ; and 
for that purpoſe, that he might have the power of iſſuing his writ 
for the appointment of a Serjeant at Law in vacation. The Maſter 
of the Rolls afterwards brought in the bill, which went through all 
its ſtages, and was ordered to be carried to the Lords. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that an account of the Voluntary 
Contributions made to Government for the proſecution of the 
war, by perſons out of the kingdom, might be laid upon the table. 

Mr. TIERNEY aſked, whether thoſe gentlemen, of whom he 
underſtood there were a conſiderable number, who had ſubſcribed 
under an idea of continuing their ſubſcriptions'during the war, had 
performed their engagements ; and what was the amount of the 

\ ſums they had ſubſcribed ? 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, nothing could be more unjuſt than 
that thoſe perſons who had come forward with their voluntary ten- 
ders, for the preſent conteſt, at a time circumſtances had rendered 
their offers an obje of importance, ſhould now be called upon to 
fulfil them, when an alteration of circumſtances made the acceptance 
of them wholly unneceſſary. If he had taken a criterion of the 
ultimate produce of a tax, which criterion had failed in making the 
tax ſo productive as he had expeded, and to make up the deficiency 
ſome individuals have offered a greater ſum than they were bound 
to pay; and if afterwards the Legiſlature, reviewing the whole 
plan and ſyſtem on which the tax proceeded, had fo altered and 
amended it as to make every one liable to his fair proportion, with- 
out diſtinction, and without the poſſibility of evaſion, an amend- 
ment which had obviated the neceſſity for voluntary contributions, 
how unfair would it be to reſort to thofe, whoſe voluntary zeal, 
compared with the backwardneſs of others, had been fo praiſeworthy, 
and turn their own meritorious conduct againſt themſelves. It by 
no means followed, that thoſe who had once offered their vgluntary 
contributions were bound to continue them. Such a 3 
of their conduct was neither liberal nor juſt. 

' Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſeemel 
to inſinuate that the voluntary contributions had made up the defi- 
ciency of the aſſeſſed taxes; this he denied. It was not his inten- 
tion to make any obſervation either illiberal or unjuſt ; all he wiſhed 
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to know was, whether the contributions originally promiſed had been 
made good ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that as to the imputed deficiency | 
in the aſſeſſed taxes, there had been ſcarce any, except what had been 
produced by the modifications which had been adopted. When 
the voluntary contributions took place, the aſſeſſed taxes had, after 
the modifications, been eſtimated at four millions and a half, and in 
fact they had produced four millions. He then moved the queſ- 
tion, which was agreed to. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſtated, it muſt be in the remembrance of 
the Houſe that various important diſcuſſions had taken place upon 
the ſubject of the ſlave trade. Year after year it had been diſcuſſed ; 
and every one who had heard him expreſs his ſentiments, muſt be 
perſuaded that he was firmly impreſſed with the injuſtice and inhu- 
maaity of that trade, and that he had been at all times a zealous 
friend to its abolition. He was aware that the grounds which had 
been ſubmitted to the Houſe, had not been ſufficient to induce an 
acquieſcence in its total abolition ; but he felt it his duty, as one 
of His Majeſty's Council, independent of thoſe ſentiments of hu- 
manity which actuated him, to bring forward ſome propoſitions upon 
the ſubje& of the ſlave trade, as connected with the welfare and po- 
litical exiſtence of our poſſeſſions in the Weſt-Indies. The events 
which had taken place within every one's recollection, muſt evidently 
prove, that if we wiſhed to preſerve the Weſt Indies from deſtruc- 
tion; if we wiſhed to retain the advantages of the Weſt-India 
trade ; if, with a view to our commerce and our navy, it was worth 
preſerving ; or, if we tendered the lives of thoſe of His Majeſty's 
ſubjects who reſided on them, the only way to ſceure theſe objects 
was to guard againſt the danger ariſing from the increaſe of negro 
population, by ſupplies from the coaſt of Africa. By the adoption 
of ſuch a meaſure of precaution, the Legiſlature could alone hope 
to prevent thoſe ſcenes which had devaſtated the iſland of St. Do- 
mingo. . Confining himſelf, therefore, to this view alone, he ſhould 
early the next ſeſſion ſubmit a motion, the object of which ſhould be 
—not the total abolition of the trade, but—to prevent the multi- 
plication of negroes from - Africa, and by that means gradually to 
decreaſe the evils ariſing from the trade. Upon the queſtion how 
to continue the negroes preciſely to their preſent amount, he was 
aware there was a conſiderable difference of opinion ; but whoever 
would confider how the number of negroes had inereaſed in the Weſt 
Indies, even during the diſcuſſion of the ſubjeR in Parliament, would 
perceive he was fully juſtified by conſiderations of regard for the lives 
and properties of the people of the Weſt-India iſlands, to prevent 
; 4E 2 
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the increaſe of negro population. It was a notorious fact, that ſo 
far from the ſlave trade having been checked during its diſcuſſion in 
Parliament, it had been carried on upon a new and more extended 
ſyſtem—a ſyſtem which had never before exiſied. His idea of the 
preſent danger that hung over the Weſt-India iſlands, was a ſuffi- 
cient motive to bear him out in his intended motion ; and he truſted 
there would be little difference of opinion as to the policy and im- 
portance of reſtraining the flave trade within thoſe limits that were 
conſiſtent with the ſafety of the Weſt Indies. At preſent he only 
wiſhed to move for ſuch general accounts as might enable the Houſe 
to obtain the neceſſary information, previous to the diſcuſſion of 
the ſubject. He ſhould therefore move, that an addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſty, praying him to give directions to the Go- 
vernors of the Weſt-India iſlands and plantations to tranſmit ac- 
counts of the number of negroes on ſuch iſlands and plantations, 
with the number of deaths within the laſt three years, and alſo the 
amount of births within the laſt three years, and the documents on 
-which ſuch eſtimates ſhould be founded ; and that he would be 
pleaſed to direct ſuch accounts to be laid before Parliament early 
next ſeſſion. 

Mr. BROGDEN expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that no notice had been 
taken in the Houſe of the Eaſt- India private trade. There was a 
conſiderable portion of the Eaſt-India trade, which the capital of 
the Eaſt-India Company would not admit of their carrying on; 
and other perſons being prevented by their charter from engaging in 
it, the conſequence was, it fell into the hands of foreign merchants. 
This was an evil, for which he thought ſome remedy ought to be 
provided; and therefore early next ſeſſion he ſhould ſubmit a mo- 
tion on the ſubject. l 

The order of the day was moved for n. the adjourned de- 
bate on the ſubjeR of finance. 

Mx. TIERNEY obſerved that there was ſome miſtake in the 
reſolutions he had moved, and wiſhed to have the ſubject deferred. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid it was not his wiſh to 285 the de- 

| "hls at preſent. 

The previous queſtion was moved on all Mr. Tierney's s reſolu- 
tions ; after which the Chancellor of the Exchequer's reſolutions 
were brought up, agreed to, and ordered to be entered on the 

| 3 2 of the Houle. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, July 12. 


The Houſe having met between one and two o'clock, the com- 
miſſion for giving the royal aſſent to certain bills, and which had 
not been carried into effect yeſterday, was read, and the royal aſſent 
was given by commiſſion to upwards of fixty public and private 
bills. A ſhort adjournment then took place, and a little after three 
o'clock His Majeſty came down to the Houſe, and being ſeated on 
the Throne, (the Speaker and ſeveral Members of the Houſe of 
Commons attending at the bar) His Majeſty gave his aſſent to 
twelve other bills; which being done, Mr. AppincGToN, the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, addreſſed His Majeſty in the 
following words: 


«© Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


« In the name of the Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, it is my duty humbly to tender to your Majeſty 
the bills by which' their grants are completed for the public ſervice 
of the year. | 

« The magnitude of the Supply, and the cheerfulneſs with 
which it has been given, combined with the flouriſhing ſtate of 
Commerce and of the Revenue, and with the manifeſtations of 
zeal and public ſpirit which univerſally prevail, may juſtly be con- 
ſidered as indications, the moſt encouraging and decifive, of the 
abundant and unimpaired reſources of the Britiſh empire, and of 
the unſhaken firmneſs of your faithful People. To your Com- 
mons, it is a ſubject of pride and ſatisfaction to reflect, that in pro- 
viding for the exigency of the preſent conjuncture, they have been 
enabled to adopt a meaſure which, though attended with ſacrifices 
unprecedented in their- amount, is eminently caleulated to adminiſter - 


effectual ſupport to public credit ; upon the depreciation and ex- 


peed failure of which, the Enemy have long been induced to 
found the vain hope of deſtroying the libertics and independence of 
theſe kingdoms. 

The conduct, however, of your Commons has not been influ- 
enced by a limited and partial view of the ſituation and circum- 
ſtances of this country, and of the cauſes which operate upon its 
welfare and ſecurity. They know that its intereſts are cloſely con- 
nected with thoſe of other States; and they have accordingly 
conformed to the principles of a ſound and enlarged policy, for 
affording to your Majeſty the moſt ample means of promoting and 
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affiſting the exertions of thoſe powers, who, juſtly eſtimating the 
danger with which they are threatened, are convinced that a fatal 
aggravation of it would be the probable conſequence of compromiſe 
and ſupineneſs; and that to be ſucceſsfully repelled, it muſt be op- 
poſed by ſuch efforts as will be ſufficient to prove to the enemy that 
their fyſtem of ambition and conqueſt is equally nefarious and ex- 
travagant, and that its objects are unattainable. 

« Your Commons, Sire, are deeply ſenſible of the importance of 
the ſtake for which your Majeſty is ſtill unavoidably contending, 
and of the duties which they are bound to diſcharge. It is, they 
are perſuaded, upon the wiſdom and fortitude of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment, that under the favour of Divine Providence, muſt chiefly de- 
pend the preſervation of whatever is truly valuable in civil ſociety, 
and of all that conſtitutes the happineſs of private life. AQuated by 
theſe fentiments, and relying with perfect confidence upon the juſtice 


and moderation of your Majeſty's views, your Commons have not 


heſitated to continue to your Majeſty that cordial and decided ſup- 
port in the proſecution of the conteſt, which can alone juſtify the 
hope of concluding it by a ſafe and durable peace.” 


His Majeſty then delivered the following moſt gracious ſpeech : 


My Lirds and Gentlemen, 

The favsuruble appearances which I announced to you, at the com- 
mencemen of the preſent Seſſion, have ſince been followed by ſucceſſes 
beyond my moſt ſanguine expectalions. 

By the progreſs of the Imperial arms, under the command of the 
Archduke Charles of Auſtria, a great part of Switzerland has already 
recovered its ancient religion, laws, and liberties ; and the uninter- 
rufted and brilliant victories of the combined armies, under the com- 
mand of Field. manſnal Suwarraff, have, in the ſhort periad which has 
elapſed fince the opening of the campaign, nearly accompliſhed the de- 
Eruerance of Italy from the degrading yoke of the French Republic. 

The deciſion and energy which di ftinguiſh the Councils of my ally the 
Emperor of Ruſſia, and the intimate union and concert happily eſtabliſhed 
between us, will enable me to employ, to the greateſt advantage, the 
powerful means which you have entrufted to me, for eftabliſhing, on per- 
manent grounds, the ſecurity and hanour of this country, and the liberty 
and independence of Europe, 


I have the ſatisfatti an 7 ſceing, that internal tranquillity is in ſeme 


degree reſtored in my kingdom of Ireland. 
The removal of the only remaining ngval force of the enemy to a 
diflant quarter muſt nearly extinguiſh even the precarious hope which 
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But our great reliance far the immediate ſafely of that country muft 
till reſt on the experience zeal and bravery of my troops of all deſcrip- 
tions, ang on the unſhaken lyalty and voluntary exertions of my faithful 
ſubjefs in bath kingdoms. 

Its ultimate ſecurity can alone be enſured by its intimate and entire 
Union with Great Britain; and I am happy to obſerve, that the fen- 
timents 'manifeſted by numerous and reſpectable deſcriptions of my Trifb 
ſubjects, juſtify the hope, that the accompliſhment of this great and ſalu- 
tary work will be proved is be as much the joint wiſh, as it ungueſiion= 
ably is the common intereſt, of bath my kingdoms. 

The proujſions which yau have made for ſuppreſſing theſe dangerous * 
and ſeditious ſocieties, which had been farmed for the purpeſe of 'diſ- 
ſeminating the deſtructive principles of the French Revolution, are 
peculiarly adapted to the circumſtances of the times, und have Auma 
addilional. ſecurity lo the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe Commons, 

The unuſual ſacrifices which yu haue made in the preſent moment, 
on behalf of my ſubjefs, are wiſely calculated to meet eſfectually the exi- 
gencies of this great criſts. They have, at the ſame time, giuen ad- 
ditional. ſecurity 1% public eredit, by 'eftabliſhing a ſyſtem of finumce, 
beneficial alike to yourſelves and te psſterity ; and the 'chearfulneſs with 
which theſe heavy burdens are ſupported,” evince at once the guad. fenſe, 
the loyalty, and the public ſpirit of my People. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is impalſible to compare the cents of the preſent, your with the Nate 
and preſpects Europe at the diſtance of but a feu months, without 
acknowledging, in humble thankfulneſs, the viſible interpaſition of Divine 
Pravidence, in averting thoſe dangers which 'ſo long threatened the 
overthrow of all the eſtabliſhments of the-civilized world. 

It may be permitted to us to hope, that the ſame protecting Provi- 
dence will continue to us its guidance through the remainder of this 
eventful conteſt ; and will conduct it finally to ſuth an iſſue as ſhall 
tranſmit to future ages a*memorable- exaniple F the inſtability of all 
power founded on injuſtice, uſurpation and 1mprety ; and ſhall' prove the 
impoſſibility of ultimately diſſolving the connec con between public iſ 
ferity and 'public virtue. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by His Majeſty' 8 combing, _ 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
4 Tt-is His Majeſty's royal wil} and pleaſure, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to I ueſday the 27th day of Auguſt next, to be 


then here holden ; and this Parliament is accordingly * to 
Tueſday the 27th day of Auguſt next.“ 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, Fuly 12. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that if the papers reſpeQing the 
_ exports from this country to India, and the imports from thence, 
which were now laid before. the Houſe, had been produced ſooner, 
he ſhould, in conſequence of the notice he had given at an early part 
of this ſeſſion, have entered upon the ſubject of the trade between 
Great Britain and India. At this period, however, while the Houſe 
was about breaking up, he would not trouble them farther than to 
Nate, that, in his opinion, the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India 
Company had ſufficiently the means in their own hands, to grant 
ſuch facilities to the private trade, and eſtabliſh ſuch regulations as 
would with great benefit to themſelves and to the ſtate at large, ſe- 
cure to this country the whole of the trade from Britiſh India ; and 
which trade, certainly would naturally find its way to the port of 
London, if proper arrangements were made. At all events, if 
meaſures were not taken ſoon to effect this deſirable object, he ſhould 
deem it his duty to call the attention of the Houſe to the ſubject as 
ſoon as they met again. i 
The Houſe being ſummoned by the Uſher of the Black Rod, to 
attend in the Houſe of Lords, Mr. Speaker went thither, accom- 
panied by ſeveral Members. 


On his return, Mr. Speaker read a copy of His Majeſty's ſpeech, +. 


(for which ſee the Proceedings of the Houſe of Lords.) 
————_—_— — 


PROTEST of the Earl of RapnoR againſt the Bill reſpecting 
be ſervice of the Militia in Ireland. 


DISSENTIENT, 17th December 1798. 
Becauſe it is the continuance of a ſyſtem, which, in my opinion, 
for the reaſons contained in the firſt and ſecond heads of the firſt 
Proteſt of the 19th day of June laſt, and for many other reaſons 
operating on my mind, and juſtified by experience of the meaſure, 
is unwiſe, unfair, and unconſtitutional, and for thoſe in the third 
head of the ſecond Proteſt of the ſame day, was in an unfair and 


tons] manner aſſented to by this Houſe, 
: | RADNOR. 


= 2 ry fa 
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The following is a correct Copy of the Earl of WeSTMORLAND's 
Speech on the Slave Trade, in the Houſe of Lords, on the 5th of 


Fuly laft, and is to be ſubſtituted for that given in page 536. 


The Earl of WESTMORLAND roſe and faid ;— 

] riſe, my Lords, with great unwillingneſs, to differ from the 
noble Secretary of State who has juſt ſat down, to whoſe opinions, 
on other occaſions, I ſhould pay the greateſt reſpeA ; but I concur 
with him ſo entirely on one point, namely, the importance of this 


bill, that I eannot better expreſs myſelf than by repeating the words 


he has uſed upon this ſubject, “ that it was a bill of ſuch impor- 
„ tance, that it involved ſuch and fo extenſive conſequences, that 
« a man could not better ſhew his reſpe& for his friend, and 
his anxiety to deſerve his good opinion and eſteem, than by 
« firmly, fairly, and diftinaly delivering his ſentiments upon this 
« occaſion.” After all the abuſe and the clamour which both in 
and out of Parliament have been thrown upon the ſlave trade, with 
great embarraſſment I ſhould offer myſelf to your Lordſhips to op- 
pole this meaſure, which has been ſupported upon general grounds, 
and ſubmit myſelf in a degree to all that odium and abuſe, if I did 
not feel that there was a duty ſuperior to ſuch confideration, a duty 
to protect the rights, the property, the intereſts of the ſubjects of 
England, the commerce of the merchants, and the property of the 
planters of the Weſt Indies; whilſt at the ſame time I feel, that I 
am neither deſerting the cauſe of humanity, nor the cauſe of the 
natives of Africa, | 

It has been the, practice upon this occaſion, to endeavour to work 
upon your Lordſhips' paſſions, by animated deſcriptions of the miſe- 
ries of the ſlave trade and ſlavery, paying no great reſpe& to your 
Lordſhips, by inſinuating that ſuch pictures were neceſſary to rouſe 


your feelings, quem res tanta et tam atrox nan permovit, eum oratis ac- 


cendat. But, in my judgment, the time would have been much 


better ſpent if it had been employed in ſhewing in what manner 
the bill before us would tend to remedy any one of the enormi- 
ties complained of. After, however, all the abuſe which has been 
poured upon this ſubject, I truſt I ſhall not give offence, if in 
wiping the blood and dirt from my own face, I ſhould happen to 


ſcatter it a little around me; and if this Sierra Leone Company, 
theſe Amis des Noire, theſe dealers in ivory and benevolence, at the 


expence of the blood and treaſure of other men, ſhall feel a little 
the effect of the rebound, and ſhall not appear in that light either 


of humanity or diſinterefledneſs in which they would wiſh to de- 
ſeribe themſelves, | | 
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It is, my Lords, a peculiar ſatisfaction to me ; to: ſee ſuch an at- 


cs of the Reverend Bench, the reſpect and dignity of whoſe 


characters muſt always give conſideration and weight, and I rely 
upon having their ſupport in reſiſting a meaſure, which I ſhall ſhew 
to be only, under ſpecious pretences, an OY of bloodſhed 
and a bounty upon enormits2s. 

he dill which is propofed to your . is to limit the tra- 
ding in ſlaves from a certain part of the coaſt of Africa, for the pur- 
poſe of ſupporting the, Sierra Leone Company, and introducing ei- 
vilization.and Engliſh manufactures ; but it has, in truth, no ſuch 
object, nor do its proviſions at all tend to that point, but is only, 
under ſpecious pretences, to induce your Lordſhips to adopt the prin- 
ciple of abolition,” with a view to lead to the abolition of the ſlave 
trade, and, as a certain corollary, the abolition of negro ſlavery in 
the Weſt Indies; for, my Lords, I cannot underſtand if the carry- 
ing men to the Weſt Indies is, as it is repreſented, ſo unjuſt as to be 


* againſt every law both human and divine, by what poſſible argu- 


ment you can deny the equal injuſtice of retaining them in ſlavery. 
I am aware noble Lords do not profeſs to go that length; but I do 
not know where the. argument is to, ſtop. If, however, any doubt 
could be entertained upon the general deſign of this meaſure, the 
language of the counſel, the whole courſe of the examination, and 
every thing that has paſſed in debate, prove it beyond a doubt. 
About ten years ago the Houſe of Commons ſent up to your 
. Lordſhips certain reſolutions for the abolition of the ſlave trade; 
your Lordſhips, with that humanity which has diſtinguiſhed you 
upon all occafions, - paſſed regulations for the conduct of that trade. 
But the queſtion of abolition ſtruck your Lordſhips as of ſerious im- 
portance; you heſitated, you went into an inquiry; and, in having 
given no anſwer, you have, in a manner, negatived thoſe propoſitions ; 
and I do not ſce with what conſiſtency you can adopt this meaſure 
of abolition in part, when the inveſtigation is unfiniſhed. 
The queſtion of abolition ſeemed to involve ſerious intereſts and 
doubts; but nothing ſeemed more to require inveſtigation, than 
whether the abolition would in the ſlighteſt degree ſerve the cauſe 
of humanity in Africa; with this, view it was effential to know 
what was the ſtate of Africa ; for, my Lords, it was poſſible that 
ſuch might be the conditions of the perſons who are the objects of 
this traffic, that the tranſportation to the Weſt Indies might be the 
ſparing of human blood, and an amelioration of their condition. 
It may be ſuppoſed that the ſlaves conſiſt generally of three de- 
ſeriptions of perſons, ſlayes by birth, ſlaves by war, and ſlaves by 
conviction of crimes, I truſt it requires no great eloquence 19 
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ſhew, that it may be poſſible to a ſlave, ſubject to a brutal and ſavage 
maſter, over whom there is no control, who has the power of life, 
and death, and torture, to experience an amelioration of his condi- 
tion in being conveyed to the Weſt Indies, put under the protection 
of the Engliſh laws, and have an opportunity of being inſtructed in 
the bleſſings of the Chriſtian religion; leſs time would it require to 
prove, that in the caſe of convicts and priſoners of war, it would 
ſerve the cauſe of humanity, by ſparing the lives of thoſe who 
would otherwiſe be put to death: but here it is ſaid, that both the 
wars and convictions are made for the-purpoſe of acquiring ſlaves. 
With reſpe& to convictions—how can it be known? - Your infor- 
mation muſt come from the ſlave ; and even in this country, perſons 
found guilty are not always ſatisfied with their verdict. As to wars, 
can it be conceived that wars. are undertaken ſolely for the purpoſe: 
of making ſlaves ? other cauſes of war exiſt. in human nature ; in 
Europe we make not ſlaves of our priſoners, and yet at this moment 
is Europe deluged in blood by a war, made upon the pretence * 
ſerving the Rights of Man and the cauſe of Humanity. 

The queſtion then of humanity, as far as regards Africa, would 
appear, to ſay the leaſt, exceedingly doubtful ; but I would give 
up that part of the argument, I would allow everv cruelty, every: 
enormity, that ever has been invented, exaggerated, or circulated, 
and I beg to aſk, having done ſo, what ſingle ſtep is gained towards 
the cauſe of humanity by this bill in particular, or any other that. 
has been thought of, whilſt the trade is carried on by other 
nations ? 

« But other nations have given up the * 

The French have given it up! 

Hic nova progenies cælo dimittitur alto, 


Hic et ſi qua manet ſceleris veſtigia noſtri, 
Irrita perpetuà ſolvent formidine terras. 


Are we to take example from France? Are we to learn merey 
from the bathings in the Loire, or humanity from the Place 
at Lyons? Are they to make amends to God and man for their 
atrocities in Europe, by their kindneſs to the natives of Africa? 
True, it is, my Lords, that. the firſt inſtruments by which that un- 
fortunate country was involved in its horrors and deſolations, was 
by the Amis des Noirs, working on the minds of the people upon this 
ſubject; let the ſmoking plains of St. Domingo ſpeak the humanity 
of theſe agitators. But is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that whenever 
peace ſhall come, and this country ſhall have engroſſed every other 
trade, thoſe tygers in human frame will not ſeize a lucrative n 
which we ſhould have relinquiſhed ? 
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Next the Amerieans—They have aboliſhed the ſlave trade ; 
perhaps ſo, and this makes the ſtrongeſt argument to my mind 
againſt the bill. For read any voyage or travel in Africa, attend 
to every witneſs at the bar, and you are conſtantly ſhocked by ac- 
counts of American flave ſhips, who, without any control, are 
guilty of cruelties and improprieties. But will the King of Spain 
ſtop the working of his mines to pleaſe the Sierra Leone Company? 

Will the Portugueze ſtop the cultivation of the Brazils? 

Will che Dutch, the Danes, the Swedes, the Germans, the 
Hamburghers? Nay, more, the Iriſh (but I ſhall ſpeak to that 
preſently) give up the trade to the Sierra Leone Company? and if 
they all would, would the Mahometans ? Would the Deys of 
Tunis and Algiers, the Beys of Egypt, quit the purchaſe of ſlaves 
to pleaſe the Sierra Leone Company? — What then is the effect of 


your regulations? That you throw theſe perſons from a ſituation 


where you can regulate and preſerve their health in the paſſage, can 
protect them in the Weſt Indies, by your laws, and throw them 
into the hands of thoſe over whom you have no control ; or is it 
that a Portugueze ſlave captain is more merciful than an Engliſh 


one? or that working in the mines of Spain is more ſalubrious 


than in the plantations of Jamaica. 

But here it has been ſaid, “ Let us relieve ourſelves from this 
« trade; if other nations carry it on, let the blood be on their 
heads! I am glad my arguments pleaſe the noble Lord: for my 
part, I admire not much that humanity that conſiſts in ſpilling the 
blood and increafing the miſeries of thoſe whom you profeſs to 
protect. 

If then the queſtion of the operation towards the cauſe of hu- 
manity is doubtful, and all your regulations are perfectly nugatory 
and inefficient, does it not become us to look to its operations to- 
wards ourſelves, and to its effects on our iſlands ? | 


What then ſeems the general admiſſion of perſons more con- 
verſant on this ſubject ? 


That without an import of Negroes your iflands could not in- 


creaſe their cultivation. 

That they could not preſerve their preſent ſtate of cultivation 
without an import of Negroes. 

That the abolition would ſtop a very great trade, and the export 
of your'manufaQuures, 

It has been ſaid, that Negroes can be raiſed cheaper and better 
than they can be purchaſed ; and as to the trade, that © it is a bad 


trade, a loſing trade; that © the capital may be turned to a more 


« beneficial and lucrative channel. But the merchants and manu- 


Ss E-k- 


re 


Jury 5.] DEBATES. _ 


facturers humbly at your bar ſolieit your Lordſnips to allow them to 
continue a trade with the profits of which they are ſatisficd; to be 
allowed to maintain their families, and not to be turned from that 
courſe of life in which they have earned their livelihood, - to ſeek 
their bread in a new line of buſineſs they do not underftand ; and * 
if any one who has the feelings of humanity ſhould go to any town 
of this country where by any change in the channel of commerce, or 
by any accident the manufaQures are ſtopped (though by the bleſſing 
of Providence and the wiſdom of Government ſuch place is hardly 
to be found,) if he were to ſee the miſery, the diſtreſs, the diſeaſe 
that there prevail, he would think well before he would indulge in 
his own feelings and ſpeculations, that might riſque the bringing 
ſuch miſery on his countrymen. 

With reſpe& to the import of ſlaves, the iflands, the planters, 
almoſt unanimouſly agree, that the abolition would be ruinous to 
them ; and with every diſpoſition to pay deference to your Lord- 
ſhips on political ſubjects, I cannot but think perſons ſo much 
intereſted as they are, can beſt judge what is neceſſary for them. 

Are you aware, my Lords, of the effects of the agitation of this 
queſtion? The papers on the table ſhew you what a ſpirit is 
riſing in the colonies upon this ſubject; convinced that theſe mea- 
ſures ſtrike at the exiſtence of their property, can you be ſurpriſed 
at their paſſions being irritated upon it ? 

Have you well weiglied the effects of this agitation on the Black 
population of theſe colonies? Shall I be told that this law does 
not affect them? Make allowance for the diſtance, make allowance 
tor exaggeration and miſtatement. 

When the government, when even clubs in France attempted to 
take part with, and take up, the cauſe of our people, did we not all 
ſee the dangerous conſequence ? What muſt be the feeling of the 
Negroes, when they are convinced that the Government, the Legiſ- 
lature of this country, conſider them as unjuſtly made flaves, as un- 
juſtly retained, and that the people ef England have taken up their 
cauſe againſt their maſters. N 

Are you aware of the value of what you put to riſk ? $745 x% 

From 70 to 100,000,000 of property, .4,000,000 of ex- 
port, 8,000,000 of import; from 3 to 4,000,000 of revenue; 
ſhipping, ſailors, and all the other advantages of this trade; and 
would you put in doubt and queſtion the work of centuries of ia- 
duſtry and ſpeculation, for the fake of the Sierra Leone Company? 
Are we to alarm, to agitate, to ſacrifice, to falſe and exaggerated 
ſtatements, to falſe and miſtaken notions of humanity, to the Sierr? 
Leone Company, thoſe colonies that have reſiſted the military exe 


% 


586 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxbs. 


tions of ancient France, and ancient Spain, and all the effects of 
Republican anarchy, and Republican fanaticiſm ? 

I ſhall, however, be told, that they are alarmed without reaſon, 
that this bill does not affect them, that it has none of the conſe- 
quences I apprehend. T think it has, I think it is the firſt ſtep ; 
but if I was convinced it had not, that they were alarmed without 
ſufficient reaſon, ſtill I ſhould conſider it equally unwiſe and im- 
politic to alarm the fears of good and loyal ſubjects, to alienate their 
affeQions, and to irritate their minds, at a moment when all our 
exertions are neceſſary to preſerve us from the dangers with which 
we are threatened. | | 

It is far from my wiſh to agitate delicate, queſtions, but very 
ſerious ones ariſe out of this bill. Firſt, my Lords, it ſtirs the 
queſtion of internal legiſlation in the colonies - this is a moſt im- 
portant point, and what I think you would hardly agitate to pleaſe 
the Sierra Leone Company. What is the next point? May J aſk, 
does, or does not, this bill legiſlate for Ireland? I conceive it 
cannot. Then the bill is nugatory. But this too is a queſtion 
you would hardly raiſe to pleaſe the Sierra Leone Company. 

Having troubled your Lordſhips with the general arguments 
which apply againſt this meaſure, I will beg permiſſion to encroach 
a little more on your patience, with more particular obſervations 
on the bill. | 5 

The bill profeſſes to exclude the trade in ſlaves from certain 
parts of the coaſt, for the purpoſe of introdueing civilization and 
Engliſh manufacture into Africa. How far the idea of altering the 
manners and cuſtoms of kingdoms, larger than Europe, by a 


miſerable ſettlement on the coaſt, is worthy ſcrious anſwer, I ſhall 


leave to your Lordſhips' decifion. We will ſuppoſe, however, one 
of this company to apply to a Liverpool merchant— he complains of 
the interruption by the ſlave trade; we want a little territory, an 
arondiſſement by our ſettlement, that we may carry on our commerce 
without competition—Well, how much do you want? Three 
hundred leagues of coaſt. How much inland ? To the Mediter- 
ranean; that where the beſt ſlaves are to be purchaſed, the 
cheapeſt, the ſhorteſt paſſage, the leaſt loſs in the voyage; where 
ſhips generally call, and can beſt be ſupplied with proviſions, and where 
African failors may be obtained, to preſerve the lives of the Euro- 


pean-failors from the unhealthineſs of the climate ; and all this for 


the ſake of humanity! When noble Lords talk of humanity, I 
wiſh they would conſider a little the humanity of encouraging this 


ſettlement ;- they would take into conſideration the number- of per- 
ſons who have been conſigned to death by theſe merciful hands in 


. 


4 &a% 


this ſettlement of miſery and diſeaſe; I ſhall not trouble you with 


yes, the merchant might reply, © I ſhould not give you much 


other nation, and, in ſhort, drive them from the trade. What 


' tures ; ſuch is the natural operations. But, however, my Lords, I 
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details, but it appears that nearly two thirds of the unfortunate 
perſons who wen! there, died in the firſt years, and this ſickneſs not 
accidental; for by the laſt account I have ſeen publiſhed by theſe 
gentlemen, in 1797, the fickneſs and mortality ſtill continues 
greater than any year except the firſt. If I give you theſe three 
«© hundred leagues of coaſt, will you be ſatisfied?” “ No, my 
object is to. deſtroy your trade entirely.” And if he had ſaid 


« credit, as the clauſe and condition in your charter is ſpecifically 
eto prevent your interfering with other traders ; by this act you 
« wiſh to exclude us,” 

Loet us come to the encouragement of this colony, and the intro- 
duQion of Engliſh manufaQures. How the abolition of the ſlave 
trade is to have the effect of introducing Engliſh manufactures, I 
do not very diſtinctly ſee ; for it ſeems a curious way of introducing 
manufacture and increaſing trade, by excluding the'principal article 
of trade, and the ſtaple of the country. However, I will admit 
this, and let us ſee how it operates It is univerſally allowed that 
the Engliſh, by their ſuperior ſkill, capital, and credit, excel every 


then is the conſequence of the Engliſh being excluded from this 
territory? That, of courſe, every other nation will ' crowd where 
they do not meet with rivals who are ſuperior to them. In fact, 
therefore, you will increaſe the demand for ſlaves, and the ſlave 
trade, within this diſtrict: and if there is any truth in the ſtories 
which are told, you will, with the demand, increaſe the enormities; 
and how will the ſlaves be paid for? By foreign manufactures. 
Then what is the effect of your law? That within the diftrit you 
mean to preclude, you will increaſe the trade, and the enormities of 
which you complain, and can in no degree regulate; and with re- 
ſpect to the Engliſh manufactures, the trade will be carried on to 
the excluſion of Engliſh, and introduction of foreign manufac- 


will allow this Company to be a little more ſanguine, and carry their 

views farther. © I will allow this great Company, theſe emperors 
of the world, who meaſure their empire by degrees and lines of the 
globe, to iſſue their orders, and to be obeyed by all; the Princes of 
Europe, not to touch within their imaginary line, notwithſtanding 
the Dutch, the Danes, the French, the Portugueze, have forts and 
factories within this diſtrict, I will go farther ; they ſhall order 
and be obeyed ; the Princes of Africa, whoſe names, diſtricts, 
countries they know not of, whom I cannot better deſcribe than in 
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the words of Lucan, Er gens fi qua jacet naſcenti conſeia Ni 
the Dey of Algiers, the Mahometans on the borders of the Deſert, 
the Beys of Egypt, and the Emperor of Turkey, not to allow any 
flaves to be marched from theſe: countries, or to be brought into 
their dominions, all of whom are now in the habit of purchaſing 
faves from theſe diſtricts. The moſt ſanguine coloniſt could not 
deſire more than this; what would be the effect? Why, within 
the protected diſtrict the ſlaves taken in war, and the convicts, 
would be put to death, That this would be the caſe, appears from 


. the evidence at the bar; but I want no witneſs to prove this— 


when I know what the ſtate of Africa is, compoſed of ſmall hoſtile 
tribes, in the loweſt ſtate of barbariſm, of different religions and 
languages, there muſt be frequent wars, and where there are no 
regular eſtabliſhments to guard and maintain priſoners, no parole of 
honour to exchange, the hiſtory of mankind is undeniable to this 
point; what can the ſavage do to debarraſs himſelf of his priſoner 
but put him to death? In reſpec to the reſt of Africa, as the fame 
demand will exiſt for ſlaves in more confined limits, according to 
the reaſons aſſigned, the pretended enormities will increaſe with the 
increaſed demand. What then is the effect of this bill, according 
to the moſt ſanguine expectation? That within your own imagi- 
nary dominions, which you wiſh to protect, you will cauſe cruelty 
and ſlaughter, and in other parts of Africa you will increaſe the 
gemand for flaves, and every atrocity and enormity. you com- 
plain of. | 

It has been talked of as a gradual abolition, but it cannot be 
conſidered in that light, as, except that it embarraſſes, theſe regula- 
tions do not affect this point. Reſpecting the iflands, it ſeemed to 


be argued, that a ſtop tu this trade was neceſſary, in conſequence of 


the danger from the tov. great increaſe of Black population ; and 
this is, no doubt, a ſubject that well deſerves your ſerious conſidera- 
tion. Let me place this in your Lordſhips' view. 

Firſt, Will you prevent the farther cultivation of your iflands ? 

Next, Will you decree your colonies to decline ? 

Are you reſolved to pay to other countries great ſums for es, 
coffee, indigo, and other articles, your own colontes and ſubjects 
would produce? 

When you ſold the lands and received the money from your ſub- 

- jets in your French conqueſts, particularly St. Vincents, did you 
ſtipulate that the purchaſers ſhould not be permitted to cultivate 
them? I ſtate theſe things ſtrongly, nat that perhaps it may not 
be neceſſary, but that your Lordſhips may ſet the ſubject in its 
grapes light. For I hold there exiſts in cvery ſtate a power, when 
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political neceſſity demands, to make both public and individual 

facrifices for its immediate protection. I have always conceived, 
by all writers on the Jaws of nations, that a ſtate has a right to 
waſte its frontier for its defence ;—hereafter may ariſe queſtions of 
indemnity. But what I deſire is, that we may look at the ſubject 
in all its views, in all its bearings ; and, if ſuch a political neceſ- 

ſity cxiſts, that we may calculate our riſk ; that we may calculate 


our danger; that we may calculate at the ſame time the public and 


private injury, the public and private miſchief; that we may act 
upon a conſidered compariton of theſe different reaſonings, and not 


2 upon it in a concealed manner, to pleaſe the Sierra Leone 


Company. 

By the proviſions of this law, any man who cat or poſſeſſes 
a ſlave; who ſhall at any time have been weſt of a line drawn north 
from the ſouthernmoſt point of Cape Palmas, ſhall forfeit 200l. 
penalty; and it on board a ſhip, the ſhip-and cargo. May I beg 
to aſk, how any man can know or guard againſt this penalty? You 


have not named in your act, kingdoms, diſtricts, promontories. 


No, theſe you could not; for you do not know even their names, 
though you mean to civilize them. Why, you muſt have patent 
maps for the uſe of the ſlave-traders in Africa ; as the ſlighteſt va- 


, riation in laying down the points of Cape Palmas will alter the 


demarcation and the guilt, How can the offence be proved or 
denied . y the ſlave? Is he informed in geography: By the ſlave 
merchant ? Not by the one, but the many through whoſe hands the 
ſlave muſt have paſſed, he may intentionally or unintentionally de- 
ceive you, or he will be gone into the interior of Africa; and then, 
how is he to be tried ? Before a Jury of his country? No, by a 
ſummary juriſdiction in the Admiralty Courts of Africa or America, 
with a forfeiture to the informer. I am ſurpriſed noble Lords do 
not ſtart up at this ſtatement. If we touch the finger of a rebel 
by Court Martial; if a Magiſtrate ſhuts up an incendiary, to pre- 
vent his ſetting the kingdom in a flame, all the noble Lords' love of 
liberty, patriotiſm and humanity, burſt forth from every point; 
but you deliver over a loyal Britiſh planter, a Britiſh merchant car- 


_ Tying on his trade under the ſanction of an act of Parliament, and 


under the regulations of your laws, to ſummary and arbitrary juriſ- 
ditions, with every encouragement for perjury and perſecution. 
I could, perhaps, ſhew more regulations of this tendency, but 1 
have troubled you too long ; many things upon this queſtion may be 
uncertain ; but this is certain, that we have a great, flouriſhing, and 


increaſing trade; great, increafing, and advantageous SIE of ma- 
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nufactures; flouriſhing and improving colonies; and by the deſo- 
lation and ruin which the agitation of theſe principles have pro- 
duced in the colenies of other countries, we have the command of the 
market, and ſupply of the world, and on which, by the wiſdom of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the principal aid of the year is 
raiſed. This likewiſe is certain, that if by any haſty and unwiſe 
regulations we ſhould alarm, agitate, and cramp theſe colonies; we 
© ſhall diminiſh our trade, diminiſh our wealth; we ſhall lefſen our 
revenues, we ſhall reduce the export of our manufaQures, and we 
ſhall drive to poverty, miſery, and diſtreſs, thouſands and thouſands 
of our induſtrious fellow-countrymen, whom it is our duty to pro- 
tect, in return for the elevated ſituation we hold, from all the rancor 
of miſguided religion, and all the eloquence of 6 
but miſtaken humanity. 
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